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MIAMI: Miami Heat forward Chris Bosh (1) drives past Dallas Mavericks forward Dwight Powell (7) in the second half of an NBA basketball game,
Friday, in Miami. Miami won the game 106-82. — AP

MIAMI: Hassan Whiteside had 25 points and 19
rebounds, Gerald Green added 19 points off the
bench and the Miami Heat rolled past the Dallas
Mavericks 106-82 on Friday night to snap a two-
game slide. Chris Bosh scored 16 and Goran
Dragic had 15 points and seven assists for the
Heat. Miami adjusted its starting lineup shortly
before tip-off when Dwyane Wade was stricken
by flu-like symptoms.  Wade got some intra-
venous fluids and checked in early in the second
quarter, just his 10th time playing off the bench
in his 13-year career. He finished with 10 points
on 5-of-6 shooting. Whiteside made 12 of 16
shots, and the Heat enjoyed their biggest victory
margin of the season. Dallas had 10 points in the
first quarter - its low for any period this season -
and shot just 36 percent for the game, compared
to 56 percent for Miami. Zaza Pachulia led the
Mavericks with 14 points and 13 rebounds.
Dallas’ four-game winning streak was snapped.

BULLS 108, KNICKS 81
Jimmy Butler scored 23 points, and Nikola

Mirotic had 17 points and seven assists to help
Chicago beat New York. Pau Gasol added 17
points and eight rebounds as the Bulls won for
the fourth time in five games while avenging a
blowout loss at New York on Dec. 19. Rookie
reserve Bobby Portis had 16 points and 10
rebounds in his third consecutive game scoring
in double figures. The Bulls blew a 17-point lead
before pulling away from the Knicks in the
fourth quarter. Carmelo Anthony scored 20 for
New York, which has dropped five of six. Chicago
played without Derrick Rose, who missed his
second straight game due to right hamstring
tendinitis.

RAPTORS 104, HORNETS 94
DeMar DeRozan had 23 points and Kyle

Lowry added 18 points and 11 assists as Toronto
rallied to beat Charlotte. It was the fourth dou-
ble-double of the season for Lowry, who helped

the Raptors come back from a seven-point
deficit entering the fourth quarter and avenge a
109-99 loss in Charlotte last month. DeMarre
Carroll and Patrick Patterson both added 14
points for Toronto. Kemba Walker had 18 points
for the Hornets.

WIZARDS 103, MAGIC 91
John Wall scored 24 points with 13 assists,

Otto Porter had 20 points and 11 rebounds, and
Washington extended its dominance of Orlando.
The Wizards won their 11th straight game over
the improving Magic, who entered with a 13-5
record since Nov. 25, best in the Eastern
Conference. Wall had 12 points in the fourth
quarter and Kris Humphries scored 11, all in the
final period.  Humphries’ jumper with 7:38 to
play started the Wizards on a 15-3 run that gave
them a 93-81 lead with 3:51 left. Victor Oladipo

led Orlando with 20 points. 

LAKERS 93, 76ERS 84
Lou Williams scored 12 of his 24 points in the

fourth quarter against his former team and
Jordan Clarkson added 19, leading Los Angeles
over Philadelphia. Rookie forward Larry Nance
Jr. had a season-high 14 rebounds and eight
points for the Lakers on his 23rd birthday while
playing on a tender right ankle. Julius Randle
scored 15 off the bench for Los Angeles in a
matchup between teams with the NBA’s two
worst records. Kobe Bryant didn’t play for the
Lakers (7-27) against his hometown team
because of a sore right shoulder. Nerlens Noel
had 15 points and 12 rebounds for the Sixers (3-
32), who tied an NBA record with their 0-18 start
before beating the Lakers on Dec. 1 at
Philadelphia. — AP

Whiteside scores 25, Heat 

roll past Mavericks 106-82

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 21 13 .618 —
Boston 18 14 .563 2
New York 15 19 .441 6
Brooklyn 9 23 .281 11
Philadelphia 3 32 .086 18.5

Central Division
Cleveland 21 9 .700 —
Chicago 19 12 .613 2.5
Indiana 18 14 .563 4
Detroit 18 15 .545 4.5
Milwaukee 13 21 .382 10

Southeast Division
Atlanta 21 13 .618 —
Miami 19 13 .594 1
Orlando 19 14 .576 1.5
Charlotte 17 15 .531 3
Washington 15 16 .484 4.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 23 10 .697 —
Utah 14 17 .452 8
Portland 14 21 .400 10
Denver 12 21 .364 11
Minnesota 12 21 .364 11

Pacific Division
Golden State 30 2 .938 —
LA Clippers 21 13 .618 10
Sacramento 12 20 .375 18
Phoenix 12 23 .343 19.5
LA Lakers 7 27 .206 24

Southwest Division
San Antonio 28 6 .824 —
Dallas 19 14 .576 8.5
Memphis 18 16 .529 10
Houston 16 18 .471 12
New Orleans 10 22 .313 17

NBA Results/Standings
LA Lakers 93, Philadelphia 84; Miami 106, Dallas 82; Toronto 104, Charlotte 94; Chicago 108, New York 81; ashing-
ton 103, Orlando 91.

SUNDERLAND: Jermain Defoe scored twice
as Sunderland beat Aston Vil la 3-1 at the
Stadium of Light yesterday to boost their own
Premier League survival hopes and leave Villa
further marooned at the bottom.

Defoe struck twice in the last 20 minutes
after Patrick van Aanholt’s first-half opener for
the home side had been cancelled out by a
spectacular Carles Gil strike. The win ended a
run of five successive defeats for Sunderland
and lifted Sam Allardyce’s side to within four
points of safety, although they remain second
from bottom.

In stark contrast, Villa are now seven points
adrift at the bottom of the table and remain
11 points from safety as their long run without
a win goes on.  They have still not secured a
victory since the opening weekend of the
campaign and manager Remi Garde has failed
to win any of his nine matches in charge.

Villa’s hopes of taking anything from this
encounter were not helped by the absence of
the suspended Jordan Ayew, scorer of five of
their 15 league goals coming into this week-
end.

Jordan Veretout forced an early save from
Vito Mannone in the home goal as Villa started
brightly enough but they found themselves
behind on the half-hour mark when a Van
Aanholt shot ended up in the back of the net
via a huge deflection off Micah Richards.

On a drear y day in  the nor th- east  of
England, Villa gave themselves some hope
when the Spaniard Gil marked his return to

the side with a stunning hit to equalise just
after the hour. Adama Traore crossed from the
right and Gil met the ball with an acrobatic
first-time volley on his left foot that gave
Mannone no chance.  However, Sunderland
were back in front in the 72nd minute thanks
to Defoe, who got away from Joleon Lescott

and beat Brad Guzan at his near post. The for-
mer England striker then wrapped up the
points and rubbed salt into Villa’s wounds
when he made it 3-1 at the death, converting
Ola Toivonen’s pass for his second of the after-
noon and sixth of the season in the Premier
League. — AFP

Sunderland sink Villa in relegation scrap

Sunderland  3 

Aston Villa  1  

SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s Jermain Defoe, right, celebrates his goal during the English
Premier League soccer match between Sunderland and Aston Villa at the Stadium of Light,
Sunderland, England, yesterday. — AP

WEST BROMWICH: Jonny Evans struck a
scrappy injury-time winner as West
Bromwich Albion ended Stoke City’s run of
good form with a 2-1 victory at The
Hawthorns yesterday.

Stoke substitute Jon Walters looked to
have rescued a point when he cancelled
out Stephane Sessegnon’s opener, but
Geoff Cameron’s 83rd-minute dismissal
handed West Brom the initiative and they
prevailed at the death.

Evans’s goal,  his first in the club’s
colours, gave manager Tony Pulis victory
over his former club and saw West Brom
close to within two points of Mark Hughes’s
Stoke, who remain 10th.

Stoke had won their two previous
games, against Manchester United and
Everton, in stylish fashion, but they were
once again undone by their indiscipline
against West Brom. They had fallen 1-0 to
Pulis’s men at the Britannia Stadium in
August when both Ibrahim Afellay and
Charlie Adam were sent off for the home
side. Pulis made two changes here, Craig
Gardner and Rickie Lambert replacing
hamstring injury victims Jonas Olsson and

Victor Anichebe, and they made the early
running through the unlikely figure of
Evans.

The former Manchester United centre-
back had a penalty claim turned down after
appearing to be pushed in the back by
Cameron and then just failed to get
enough on a flick-on by Gareth McAuley.

Stoke, who were unchanged, came back
into the game, with West Brom goalkeeper
Boaz Myhill forced to parry a left-foot shot
from Glen Johnson before fielding an
under-hit effort by the out-of-sorts Marko
Arnautovic.

But the best opportunity of the first half
fell to West Brom captain Darren Fletcher,
who shanked wastefully wide from 12
yards three minutes before half-time. There
was a glimpse of Stoke’s impressive recent
form early in the second period, but after a
neat exchange between Johnson,
Arnautovic and Xherdan Shaqiri, the latter
rolled a tame shot straight at Myhill.

Within minutes West Brom were ahead,
Sessegnon firing high into the net from
James Morrison’s pass after Fletcher had
recovered possession and surged upfield.

Stoke equalised in the 81st minute
when Joselu crossed from the left with the
outside of his right foot for fellow substi-
tute Walters to head home.

But four minutes later Cameron was
sent off for shoving Claudio Yacob to the
ground after the ball had gone and Evans
made West Brom’s numerical advantage
count when he stabbed in following a late
corner. — AFP

Evans cuts 10-man 

Stoke down to size

West Brom 2

Stoke City 1

SEATTLE: Andrew Andrews matched his
career-high with 35 points, including five
straight points midway through the second
overtime, and Washington held on to beat
No. 25 UCLA 96-93 in double overtime on
Friday night in a game that featured 64 fouls.

Washington (9-4, 1-0) held on in the clos-
ing seconds of the second overtime to win
the Pac-12 Conference opener for both
schools on a night where the sounds of the
officiating whistles dominated. 

The teams combined to shoot 90 free
throws and five players fouled out. UCLA (9-5,
0-1) forced both overtimes on 3-pointers by
Bryce Alford. He hit the first with 7 seconds
left in regulation to tie the game at 71 then
hit another with 13 seconds left in the first
overtime to pull the Bruins even at 83. Alford
finished with 30 points despite missing his
first 11 shots to start the game.

Washington had five players in double fig-
ures including 15 points from reserve Malik
Dime, who scored eight straight for
Washington midway through the second half
when the Huskies were trying to hold their
lead. Matisse Thybulle and David Crisp both

had 13 points including key 3-pointers in
each overtime. Crisp’s 3-pointer with 38.8 sec-
onds left in the second overtime gave the
Huskies a 93-89 lead.

Thomas Welsh added 19 points for UCLA,
but was on the bench with foul trouble for
much of the game. Isaac Hamilton added 15
points and Tony Parker had 11. Andrews final-
ly gave Washington a little space with a 3-
pointer from the wing, and a steal and dunk
for a 90-85 lead with 2:05 remaining. Two free
throws from Alford and a putback by Welsh
pulled the Bruins within 90-89, but Crisp’s
third 3-pointer pushed the lead to four.

Parker scored quickly for UCLA, but the
Bruins had to foul. Murray missed both free
throws with 16 seconds left but Hamilton’s
driving attempt to pull even bounced off the
rim. Thybulle grabbed the rebound and was
fouled, hitting one of two with 5.9 seconds
remaining.

Washington learned its lesson, fouling
Alford with 1.8 seconds left. He hit both - the
second an accident when he was trying to
purposely miss - and Andrews added two
more free throws for the final margin.

UCLA rallied from six points down in the
closing minutes of the second half, forcing
overtime on Alford’s fallaway 3-pointer with 7
seconds left. The Bruins scored the first three
points of overtime but 

Crisp’s 3-pointer pulled Washington even
at 74. The teams remained even until Alford’s
layup with 1:50 left for an 80-78 lead. Thybulle
quickly answered with his 3 and UCLA missed
three times around the basket on its next two
possessions and was left to foul Andrews with
21 seconds left.  Andrews hit both but
Washington again failed to keep Alford from
getting a look and his third 3-pointer with 13
seconds left tied the game at 83. Andrews
had a look to win it, but his 17-footer rimmed
out.

TIP-INS
UCLA: The Bruins lost its Pac-12 opener

for the second straight season. Both were on
the road. ... The Bruins were called for just
nine fouls in their last game against McNeese
State on Dec. 22.  They were whistled for 15 in
the first half on Friday.

Washington: Dime had a season-high 17
points in his last game against UC Santa
Barbara.  He’s scored in double figures in
three straight. .... Andrews scored 35 points
last season against Washington State. — AP

Andrews scores 35, Washington

beat No. 25 UCLA 96-93 in 2OT

MADRID: Real Madrid coach Rafael Benitez
has backed star playmaker James Rodriguez
after the Colombian was followed to the
club’s training ground by police accused of
speeding at up to 200 kilometres an hour.

Madrid sports daily AS published photos
and a video of an unmarked police car fol-
lowing the top scorer at the 2014 World Cup
to the entrance of the club’s Valdebebas
training ground on Friday.

However, Benitez hinted Rodriguez will be
involved when Madrid travel to Valencia in a
crucial La Liga clash today. “Evidently, we are
talking about a private matter. James is a
good kid, he is serious, he has given us his
explanations about what happened and there
is no more to say,” Benitez said yesterday.

“I repeat he is a serious kid and what we
have to do is wait and see.” The incident is
just the latest off-field embarrassment for
Madrid with striker Karim Benzema facing an
official investigation in his native France for
charges relating to a blackmail attempt on
international teammate Mathieu Valbuena.

Benitez and Rodriguez haven’t had the
best relationship since the Spaniard took
charge of Madrid six months ago with
Rodriguez often showing his frustration at
being substituted or even left out of the
starting line-up.  Rumours in recent weeks
have even suggested that Benitez could be
just one defeat away from the sack after a

run of three defeats in seven league games
which has left them third in the table.

However, Benitez is confident he will
remain in the Madrid hot seat with victory
on his first return to Mestalla since winning
two league titles as Valencia coach over a
decade ago.

“I arrived at Real Madrid on a career path
where I have won many titles and hired by
the president, as I have said before, with an
idea and a project and we need to give time
to that project. The evaluations will be made
at the end (of the season),” he added.

“I have full confidence that the team will
win and you can continue to ask me these
questions (about my future) in two or three
years.” Benitez will face a familiar foe in
Valencia coach Gary Neville, who captained
Manchester United during Benitez’s time at
Liverpool.  Neville is looking for his first
league win as Valencia boss at the fourth
attempt after a 1-0 defeat to Villarreal on
Thursday left his side 11 points adrift of their
target of a top-four finish. Benitez is expect-
ed to get a warmer reception from the
Valencia fans than he has in recent weeks
from the Madrid faithful, but Neville wants
to pile the pressure on his counterpart with
another defeat.  “I think it is right that the
Valencia fans show their gratitude,” he said.
“But once the match starts we forget about
gratitude. We have to win the game.” — AFP

Benitez supports

‘serious kid’ Rodriguez

WASHINGTON: Washington guard
Andrew Andrews reacts after making a
three-point shot against UCLA during the
second half of an NCAA college basket-
ball game Friday, in Seattle. Washington
won 96-93, in double overtime. —AP


