
PARIS: The push by France’s Socialist govern-
ment to revoke the citizenship of convicted ter-
rorists with dual nationality after the Paris
attacks has turned into a harsh political dispute,
with the far right applauding the move while
some on the left express indignation at what
they call a divisive measure. French President
Francois Hollande submitted the proposal three
days after the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris that left
130 dead, in a shift toward a hard line on securi-
ty. The idea appears to have strong support in
French public opinion. Several polls over the
past week suggest that 80 to 90 percent of the
French are in favor of the measure.

Under current French law, citizenship revo-
cation can only be applied to people who have
been naturalized, not if they are French-born,
and the procedure is rarely implemented. The
new rules would extend it to all dual nationals,

but cannot be applied to people who are only
French citizens, as France’s obligations under
international law prevent it from leaving a per-
son stateless. Opponents of the measure con-
sider it would create two classes of citizens -
dual nationals who could lose their citizenship
and others who cannot - in opposition to the
principle of equality set out in France’s constitu-
tion. French authorities have not said how
many of those arrested over the Paris attacks
are dual nationals.

Prominent Socialist Party figures, including
former Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault and
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, have publicly
expressed their disapproval, but Hollande has
stuck to his guns. “France must take the good
decisions beyond traditional party divisions,”
the president said in his New Year’s Eve speech.
While the left is divided, Hollande is getting

unusual support from the right. The far-right
National Front has claimed it is at the origin of
the idea. “Terrorists don’t deserve French citi-
zenship, because French citizenship is an hon-
or”, vice president of the party Florian Philippot
told France Info radio. Members of the conser-
vative opposition, including former President
Nicolas Sarkozy, have also largely supported the
proposal - while also calling for more security
measures.

The government says the new measure
would apply to a very small number of people.
The issue remains highly sensitive in France as
some have compared it to the revocation of citi-
zenship of Jews and members of the French
Resistance during World War II, when the gov-
ernment led by Philippe Petain collaborated
with German authorities. The Vichy regime
revoked the citizenship of more than 15,000

naturalized and 500 French-born people -
including General Charles de Gaulle. “It’s dan-
gerous because you start wanting to revoke the
citizenship of some people, then take a step fur-
ther,” said Socialist senator Samia Ghali.

French Prime Minister Manuel Valls defend-
ed the action this week. “This is a strong sym-
bolic act that punishes those who excluded
themselves from the national community.
Nothing less, nothing more,” he said in a written
statement. France first adopted the revocation
of citizenship in 1848 for those who refused to
accept the abolition of slavery, Valls recalled.
The constitutional change, to be debated in
Parliament in February, requires a three-fifths
majority vote from lawmakers. About 50
human rights and anti-racist organizations and
unions have launched a petition to reject the
measure.

Some human rights defenders consider the
proposal implicitly targets France’s Muslim com-
munity, the largest in Western Europe - includ-
ing many French-born with Moroccan, Tunisian
or Algerian origins who have both citizenships.
The Paris attacks, which left 130 dead and hun-
dreds wounded, were carried out in the name
of the Islamic State group largely by French and
Belgian extremists. Some of them were of
Moroccan descent. The possibility of revoking
the citizenship of all dual nationals - not only
the naturalized ones - already exists in Britain,
Canada and the Netherlands. In the US, a per-
son can have his naturalization revoked for
being a member of the Communist party,
another totalitarian party or a terrorist organiza-
tion within five years of his or her naturalization.
The measure does not apply to natural-born US
citizens. —AP 

France quarrels over revoking citizenship of terrorists

BRUSSELS: People walk near the central square in Brussels. Battling terror
on two fronts, Belgian police are holding eight people over an alleged New
Year plot in Brussels and also arrested a tenth suspect over last month’s
massacre in Paris. —AFP

MUNICH: Germany received a tip
hours before midnight that named
militants from Iraq and Syria were
planning attacks in Munich but
police have been unable to find
the suspects and are not even sure
if they exist or are in the country,
the Munich police chief said on
Friday. Hubertus Andrae told a
news conference that German offi-
cials had received a “very concrete”
tip that suicide attacks were
planned on New Year’s eve at two
train stations.

Police closed the stations about
an hour before midnight,  and
reopened them hours later. “We
received names. We can’t say if
they are in Munich or in fact in
Germany,” Andrae said. “At this
point we don’t  know if  these
names are correct, if these people
even exist, or where they might
be. If we knew this we would be a
clear step fur ther.  We have no
information that these people are
in Munich or in Germany,” he
added. Bavaria Interior Minister

Joachim Herrmann has said the
tip, which media reports said came
from French intelligence, indicated
that the Islamic State mil itant
group was behind the planned
attacks.

The shutting down of the sta-
tions added to jitters in many capi-
tals as Europe ushered in the New
Year with heightened security
after a year of militant attacks, the
biggest of which killed 130 in Paris
in November. The stations that
were shut were Munich’s central

station and Pasing station, some 8
km (5 miles) away. Andrae said the
security aler t  level  in Munich
remained the same as it  was
before German authorit ies
received the tip. On their Twitter
feed, Munich police said: “Good
morning to those, who spent the
night out in #munich! Thanks for
staying calm and for your under-
standing concerning our meas-
ures.”

Police said they had received
information that five to seven sui-
cide bombers were planning to
take part in the attack. The Munich
alarm followed days of security
warnings in Europe. On Dec. 26,
police in the Austrian capital
Vienna said a “friendly” intelligence
service had warned European capi-
tals of the possibility of a shooting
or bomb attack before New Year.
That tip, too, had included the
names of several suspects.

In Belgium, authorities on
Wednesday called off the usual
New Year’s Eve fireworks display in
the capital, citing fears of a possi-
ble militant attack. Police said on
Thursday they were holding three
people for questioning over an
alleged plot.  The US Justice
Department said on Thursday that
a 25-year-old man accused of plan-
ning to attack a restaurant in
upstate New York on New Year’s
Eve had been arrested and charged
with attempting to provide materi-
al support to Islamic State. In New
York city, police tightened security
for the traditional New Year’s Eve
dropping of the crystal ball  in
Times Square, where more than a
million people hailed the arrival of
2016.—Reuters

Syrian and Iraqi militants 
plot attack in Germany

Police receive tip with names of suspects

MUNICH: Police patrol at the main railway station in Munich, southern Germany yesterday.
Police are maintaining a heightened presence following warnings of a planned attack on New
Year’s Eve. —AP

BRUSSELS: Belgian police were holding five
people yesterday over an alleged New Year
plot in Brussels and also arrested a 10th sus-
pect over last month’s attacks in Paris. Both
Brussels and Paris cancelled annual New
Year’s Eve fireworks displays as soldiers and
police ramped up security in European capi-
tals over perceived terror threats. There were
instead plenty of private firework displays
throughout the Belgian capital at midnight,
accompanied by cheers and loud music, but
the celebrations were vastly diminished
compared to last year’s.

“People are scared. They are staying home
and avoiding public places,” taxi driver
Abdullah said in the Ixelles neighborhood as
he waited for customers who he estimated
have dropped 40 percent this year. Police
detained six people Thursday for questioning
over an alleged plot to strike “emblematic
sites” in Brussels during the year-end festivi-
ties. But three of them were released after
interviews and the others were ordered pro-
visionally held for another 24 hours as the
investigation continues, the federal prosecu-
tor’s office said.

The prosecutor’s office also said two men,
whom they identified as Said S, 30, and
Mohammed K, 27, had already been formally
charged with terrorism-related offences and
remained in custody. The men’s lawyers said
their full names are Said Saouti and
Mohammed Karay, whose arrests were
announced Tuesday following police raids in
and around Brussels and the eastern city of
Liege.  The men denied the charges against
them, the lawyers added.

Police seized military-style training uni-
forms, computer hardware and Islamic State
propaganda material in the earlier raids. In
Thursday’s raids, they found computer equip-
ment, mobile phones and airgun equipment,
the prosecutor’s office said. A source close to
the investigation told AFP that officials were
trying to determine whether members of a
motorcycle gang called the “Kamikaze Riders”
were involved in the year-end plot.

‘Terrorist murder’   
Brussels has been on high alert since it

emerged that several of the attackers
involved in the Paris carnage on November
13 had links to the Belgian capital.
Prosecutors said Thursday they had arrested
a 10th suspect over the attacks in Paris
claimed by the Islamic State group that
killed 130 people and wounded many
more. They charged him with terror
offences. The Belgian national, identified
only as Ayoub B., was detained on
Wednesday during a raid on a house in the
troubled Brussels immigrant neighborhood
of Molenbeek, the federal prosecutor’s
office said.

He has been charged with “terrorist mur-
der” and involvement in the activities of a
terrorist group, it said, adding that he would
appear in court again within five days for a
custody hearing. Molenbeek is home to the
Paris attacks fugitive Salah Abdeslam and
has served in the past decades as a haven
for jihadists. Brussels Mayor Yvan Mayeur
said Wednesday that fireworks and related
events in the central square of Place de
Brouckere had been cancelled because it
was not possible to “guarantee that we can
check everyone coming to the event”. Last
year, some 100,000 people turned out to
watch the traditional New Year’s Eve fire-
works display.

‘Terrorists are winning’   
Alex, another taxi driver said that “the ter-

rorists are winning” as business had dropped
by about half this year while some cafe own-
ers said they were closing several hours ear-
ly for lack of customers. It is not the first time
the official New Year’s Eve fireworks have
been cancelled as the authorities made the
same decision in 2007 because of another
terror threat. Officials said the plot revealed
Tuesday was not directly linked to the wave
of bombings and shootings on a Paris con-
cert venue, bars, restaurants and the nation-
al stadium. —AFP
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KANO: As Nigeria rings in 2016, the
ever-present threat of violence by Boko
Haram hangs heavy over Africa’s most
populous country, despite official claims
that the battle against the Islamist group
has been “technically” won. After setting
a December 31 deadline to rid his coun-
try of Boko Haram, President
Muhammadu Buhari told the BBC: “I
think technically we have won the war
because people are going back into their
neighborhoods.”

In his New Year message to the
nation, Buhari commended the military
for “significantly curtailing the insur-
gency” but acknowledged there was “still
a lot of work to be done in the area of
security”. “This government will not con-
sider the matter concluded until the ter-
rorists have been completely routed and
normality restored to all parts of the
country that have been adversely affect-
ed by the Boko Haram insurgency,” he
said. But despite the official assurances,
violence and fear continue to stalk sever-
al major cities in Nigeria’s troubled
northeast.

Late last month, more than 50 people
were killed in a 48-hour wave of attacks
in the mainly Muslim region that were

blamed on the jihadists. Boko Haram has
resorted to suicide bombers-many of
them young children to wage its war for
an independent Islamic state in the
country. The extremist group has also
spread its bombing campaign to neigh-
boring Cameroon, Chad and Niger. “Boko
Haram is still a big threat despite the
government’s claim that the group has
been weakened,” said Ibrahim Kulo, 47, a
resident of the violence-wracked north-
eastern city of Maiduguri.

“One cannot venture 10 kilometers
outside the city without the fear of Boko
Haram ambush. We live in real danger of
Boko Haram,” he said. Sanusi Ahmad, 33,
voiced similar fears.  “Boko Haram
remains a threat. I don’t believe it when
the government says they have defeated
Boko Haram,” said the resident of the
northern city of Kano. “I agree that the
military has made substantial progress in
the fight against the group,” he said. “But
the fact that Boko Haram can still carry
out attacks like the ones... last week is an
indication that they are still a serious
threat. Although there has been a lull in
attacks in Kano, the threat still remains.”
“We don’t know when and where the
next attack will occur.” —AFP
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PARIS: Parisians bid goodbye to a year of unprece-
dented terror attacks when clocks chimed mid-
night Friday, as thousands of defiant revelers
thronged the Champs-Elysees for New Year’s Eve
celebrations. While the traditional fireworks display
was cancelled this year over fears of a terrorist
attack, crowds still filled the iconic boulevard lined
with trees donning sparkling garlands to welcome
2016. “It’s New Year. 

We wanted to have fun as usual, in spite of
everything, so we came on the Champs as this is
the perfect place for it,” said Joy along with her
friend Rebecca, in their 20s, who came for the cele-
brations. “I’m not particularly scared,” said Joy. “An
attack can happen anywhere at any time. But that
can’t stop us from living.” Behind her, Western
tourists uncorked a bottle of wine while some
Asian visitors took a photo and several older cou-
ples danced.

The festivities are the largest public gathering
since jihadists killed 130 people in Paris in
November in a wave of gun and suicide bombings

claimed by the Islamic State group. “After what our
city has lived through, we have to send a signal to
the world,” said Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo, promis-
ing a “somber and dignified show”. In the Place de
la Republique square in central Paris, visitors
flocked to an open air shrine for the victims of the
November 13 attacks. Lila Rehane, a 49-year-old
from the southern French city of Marseilles who
came to pay homage at the site, said she wanted
to see peace return in 2016 after a year of “anguish”. 

‘Crappy year’
A few hundred meters away, Walid Abdelhamid,

a 28-year-old trader, said he hopes “the mood will
improve,” and that “people will stop and think
when it comes to questions about religion”. “When
the religious question is settled, everything will be
settled, even the economic problems,” Walid said,
predicting that many French will remember 2015
as a “crappy year”. Ten minutes before midnight on
the Champs-Elysees, the Arc de Triomphe was illu-
minated in the French flag’s colors of red, white

and blue, while the national anthem rang out to
applause from the crowds. A giant video screen
then showed people smiling with images of
famous Parisian landmarks, finishing with a virtual
firework display. “It’s a shame they cancelled the
fireworks, it almost like giving in to the terrorists,”
said Oceane, 14, standing near one of the many
screens lining the avenue.

The diminished revelry took place under the
watchful eye of some 1,600 police and security offi-
cers deployed around the Champs-Elysees where
all visitors’ bags were searched. And while an esti-
mated 600,000 people gathered for the celebra-
tions, the crowd seemed smaller than the previous
year. “I didn’t want to stay at home alone with my
daughter,” said Oceane’s mother Sandrine. “So we
came here, with the families in mourning (after the
attacks) in our thoughts.” At five past midnight,
with the video show over, the crowd began to
leave. “It was a bit cheap, but good given the cir-
cumstances,” joked Arthurn, a student. “Now we are
going home to finish the party.” —AFP

Defiant Parisians bid adieu to 2015

PARIS: People gather to watch the parade along the Champs-Elysees in Paris, on January 1, 2016, to celebrate the New Year. —AFP
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