
WASHINGTON: Two independent studies have for the
first time laid bare how many civilians died at the hands
of US police over the course of a year: about three a
day. The tallies, carried out by The Washington Post and
the Guardian newspapers, are likely to fuel simmering
outrage in many US communities that feel police offi-
cers are too quick to use deadly force. America has in
recent years been shaken by a series of fatal police
shootings that have prompted calls for reforms of law
enforcement tactics.

Some of the highest-profile incidents have involved
white officers killing unarmed black men or youths,
with many of the deaths caught on video camera. The
shootings have galvanized the Black Lives Matter
national movement, which has helped raise awareness
around the disproportionate rate at which unarmed
black men are killed by police. Because the Federal
Bureau of Investigation only tallies “justifiable homi-
cides” of felons by police officers, and not the overall
number killed, the US edition of the Guardian and the
Post set about keeping their own counts.

The FBI’s official tally of justifiable homicides in 2014
was 444 (2015 is not yet available.) The agency’s nation-
al tally is also incomplete because reporting is volun-
tary, and not all police departments submit data. US
Attorney General Loretta Lynch has announced plans
to improve data collecting for use-of-force incidents
involving police, calling it “vital for transparency and
accountability.”

Three a day   
According to The Counted, the Guardian’s site, 1,130

people had as of Thursday been killed by police in 2015
- more than three a day on average. The Post, which
only counted people killed by gunshot, put the num-
ber at 979. The Post found most of those were either
armed, had mental troubles or were fleeing officers
who had told them to stop. In the bulk of cases where
officers killed an armed suspect, the individual was
white, the newspaper notes, adding that 36 officers
have been shot and killed in 2015.

However, when it comes to unarmed suspects,
black men are disproportionately impacted. The Post
found that though black men make up only six percent
of the US population, they made up 40 percent of the
cases in which police killed an unarmed man in 2015.
Yet another high-profile case unfolded Saturday in
Chicago, when police fatally shot Bettie Jones, 55, a
mother of five, and Quintonio LeGrier, a 19-year-old
engineering student. Both died after police came to a
private residence in response to a domestic violence
call. The city’s mayor, Rahm Emanuel, said more police
should be armed with Taser stun guns and given addi-
tional training. “There’s a difference between whether
someone can use a gun and when they should use a
gun,” Emanuel said, after cutting short his vacation and
returning to the city.

‘Public health concern’
The shootings come with Chicago’s police already

under federal investigation over a video that shows a
white police officer, Jason Van Dyke, shooting a black
teen 16 times, with most of the gunshots fired as the
boy was lying motionless on the ground. Van Dyke has
pleaded not guilty to murder. The shooting of 17-year
old Laquan McDonald, which took place in 2014, has
triggered a federal civil rights probe into the police and
calls in some corners for the resignation of Emanuel-a
former top White House aide to President Barack
Obama.

In the rare cases where police are charged with
wrongdoing in shootings, they are often cleared, as
they only need to show they felt their lives were in dan-
ger at the time of the incident. Because so many people
in America have guns, officers are trained to assume
every suspect could be armed. In a recent study in the
Public Library of Science (PLOS), researchers from
Harvard University urged better national counting of
police killings. “Law-enforcement-related deaths, of
both persons killed by law enforcement agents and
also law enforcement agents killed in the line of duty,
are a public health concern,” the study notes. — AFP 

CLEVELAND: Protesters lie down on the ground near the home of Cuyahoga County
Prosecutor Tim McGinty in Cleveland on Friday, Jan 1, 2016. Protesters upset by a deci-
sion not to indict two white police officers in the shooting death of Tamir Rice, a 12-
year-old black boy who had a pellet gun, marched to the home of the Cleveland prose-
cutor on Friday and repeated calls for him to resign. — AP
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BOGOTA: When Delfina Wazorna thinks back
on the home she left behind, she remembers
machine guns, armed men and death threats.
It makes the Embera indigenous woman skep-
tical of the peace deal that Colombia’s govern-
ment and its main rebel group, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC), have vowed to sign in the first three
months of the New Year. “There will never be
peace,” said Wazorna, 54, who fled her ancestral
lands eight years ago with her family after they
found their house surrounded with explosives.

They drifted from city to city before finally
landing at a shelter in the capital Bogota set up
to accommodate members of her indigenous
community uprooted by the half-century con-
flict.”It’s all lies. These people don’t forgive. The
guerrillas told me, ‘You can hide for 30 years,
but if you come back you’ll die,’” a traditional
healer named Ariel said at the same shelter.
Ariel, who declined to give his last name, also
fled in 2004 after someone put a machete into
the wall of his house with a death threat hang-
ing from the blade. The Embera, whose lands
lie mainly in the tropical forests of the Choco
and Risaralda departments of western
Colombia, have been trapped in the crossfire

of Colombia’s messy, many-sided war.
The conflict, which has killed more than

220,000 people and displaced six million, has
drawn in several leftist rebel groups, right-wing

paramilitaries and drug traffickers since the
Marxist FARC was launched in 1964.  The
Embera say they have been terrorized by the
FARC, the National Liberation Army (ELN), a
rival rebel movement that has yet to join the
peace process, and other armed groups. More
than 1,000 Embera have fled to Bogota over
the years, where they get by however they
can-often by begging. Many try to return after
a period of urban exile. But their homecoming
is complicated by lingering violence and a lack
of infrastructure.  “There are still risks in Embera
territory,” said Julia Madariaga, who runs the
ethnic affairs unit at the government agency
set up to help victims of the conflict.

From jungle to street
Since the shelter in Bogota was created in

2011, it has hosted 1,098 Embera. Of those, just
87 remain today. But not all have managed to
return home. Authorities say there are current-
ly 370 Embera holed up in cheap hotels in the
capital, paying $2 to $7 a night. “I could say I’m
going home, but where?” said Norbey Giraldo,
23, who tried to go back to Risaralda with a
group of 112 families four years ago, but ended
up back in Bogota.

The influx was too large for the indigenous
reservation, and the government resettled
some of the families elsewhere. Giraldo, who
first arrived in Bogota as a boy about 12 years
ago and left as a married man with three kids,
said he was taken to a plot of land with no
house whose previous owner had left after his
two children were killed.  “We received threats
by armed men from I don’t know which group.
They told us, ‘Get out of here. This isn’t your
land,’” Giraldo said.

“They gave us until December 15 to leave.”
He and his family didn’t wait around until then.
“The homecomings have been awful,” said
Alberto Wazorna, an Embera who sits on
Colombia’s National Indigenous Organization.
He said there was not enough health, educa-
tion and housing infrastructure in place for
returnees.  Unable to go home because of lin-
gering guerrilla activity, Lisandro Nacavera, a
50-year-old Embera who fled 16 years ago, is
working on setting up a new reservation on
private land. He said it saddens him to see the
way his people live in the city. “They’ve gotten
used to begging instead of farming their land,”
he said. “An Embera without land isn’t an
Embera.” —  AFP 

WASHINGTON: US Democratic presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton raised
$55 million in the last three months of
2015, her campaign said on Friday. The
latest haul for Clinton, 68, brings her
2015 fundraising total to $112 million,
and gives her one of the best-funded
campaign treasuries in the race for the
November 2016 US presidential elec-
tions. “At the beginning of this cam-
paign, Hillary Clinton set a goal of $100
million in primary contributions for
2015 and blew past that goal, raising
more than $112 million in primary
money for the year,” her campaign said
in a statement.

It said she had raised $37 million for
the primary campaign, the most for any
non-incumbent in a non-election year,
and $18 million for the Democratic
Party in the fourth quarter. Clinton has
prided herself on raising funds from
women and donors of small amounts. In
the most recent quarter, 94 percent of
donations received were $100 or less,
her campaign said. The most recent fil-
ing comes just weeks before the first-in-
the-nation ballots will be cast in the
Democratic nominating contest, and
Clinton’s latest grab provides a much-
needed cushion of support as she bat-
tles for support in key early voter states.

Clinton’s deep-pocketed repository
reflects a heightened confidence in the
Democratic front-runner’s electability,
having spent the summer months
dogged by controversy surrounding her
use of a private email server during her
time as US secretary of state under
President Barack Obama. Clinton, who
has led the Democratic pack with little
interruption since her announcement of
candidacy in April, spent the summer
months battling accusations of inappro-
priate use of a personal email server
during her time as secretary of state,
throwing an unexpected wrench in
what was initially seen as a clear path to
the nomination.

But following a marathon, 11-hour
hearing on the national security ramifi-
cations of her personal server use,
Clinton emerged from the scandal rela-
tively unscathed, and her campaign
reported their most lucrative fundrais-
ing hour in the hour after the hearing.
According to a Reuters/Ipsos survey

that ended on Dec. 24, Clinton leads the
Democratic pack with 60 percent of
possible support in the nominating con-
test. Sanders received 28 percent sup-
port and former Maryland Governor
Martin O’Malley finished third with less
than 4 percent possible support. 

‘Biggest jerk’ 
Who is the biggest jerk in US diplo-

macy? America was left guessing after a
tantalizing near-revelation in the latest
batch of Hillary Clinton’s emails to be
made public. The State Department has
been releasing the totality of Clinton’s
work emails from her time as US top
diplomat, amounting to tens of thou-
sands of missives peppered with some-
times quirky insights. “Just for the
record, if she does not already know,
......... is one of the biggest jerks in the
foreign service,” the US ambassador to
Germany John Kornblum is quoted as
saying in a newly-released email from
Clinton advisor Sidney Blumenthal.

Dated March 31, 2011 the partially-
redacted message warns Clinton about
a possible candidate to succeed William
Burns as US under secretary for political
affairs. “Not only can he not get along
with people or think clearly on any-
thing, he also went over totally to the
dark side during the Bush administra-
tion,” the then ambassador is quoted as
saying of the candidate, whose name is
blacked out. “He once literally shouted
me down at a conference where I sug-
gested the Bush administration was
hurting US relations with Europe.”

The frank missive was part of a batch
of 5,500 emails made public on New
Year’s Eve, in line with a court order
triggered by Clinton’s use of a private
email as secretary of state in 2009-2013.
The State Department is required to
release all 55,000 pages of Clinton’s
work-related emails by January 20.
Clinton has acknowledged she exclu-
sively used a private email account and
private server while secretary of state,
opting against a government account
despite official recommendations. The
issue erupted into a scandal as the
Democratic frontrunner was kicking off
her 2016 presidential campaign, and
remained a Republican talking point for
months. — Agencies 

Clinton raises $55m 

in fourth quarter 

LONDON: With temperatures above freez-
ing at the North Pole, deadly tornadoes in
Texas, extreme heat in Australia and floods
in Britain and Missouri, the world is beset by
extreme weather events as it welcomes
2016. A powerful and destructive low-pres-
sure system in the North Atlantic has
pushed the mercury up to two degrees
Celsius (35.6 Fahrenheit) at the pole, 20
degrees above the seasonal norm. The
Arctic has borne the brunt of global warm-
ing, with temperatures three degrees higher
than the pre-industrial era.

But linking the current mild conditions to
climate change is premature, warned
Natalie Hasell,  meteorologist at the
Canadian Department of the Environment,
saying that scientists do not base their con-
clusions “on one anomaly”. The North
Atlantic depression also brought eastern
Canada an unusually warm holiday period,
with temperatures hitting 15.9 degrees
Celsius in Montreal on Christmas Eve,
around 20 degrees above the seasonal aver-
age.

This was followed by heavy snowfall that
covered the country’s eastern half. In the
United States, tornadoes and floods left at
least 49 dead. The waters of the mighty
Mississippi River have already exceeded
overflow levels by four meters in some
areas, claiming 13 lives.  In the south, spec-
tacular tornadoes devastated parts of Texas.
The common cause of the unusual events is
a particularly strong El Nino system, ampli-
fied by global warming, according to scien-
tists. 

El Ninos, which emerge every four to sev-
en years on average and run from October
through January, are triggered by a shift in

trade winds across the Pacific around the
Equator. However, the 2015 episode is
“probably the strongest in the last 100
years,” said Jerome Lecou, forecaster at
Meteo-France. “There is no simple answer”
to explain the exceptional conditions, he
added. 

Strawberries at Christmas  
Although centred on the Pacific Ocean,

El Nino “has an impact on a global scale,”
Jean Jouzel, former vice president of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) said. “Generally, El Nino years
are warmer than average,” he said. In
Australia, scorching heat has led to large for-
est fires and temperatures are forecast to
soon hit 38 degrees Celsius in the south. In
France, the unseasonably warm weather has
baffled Mother Nature with Perigord straw-
berries, Alsatian asparagus and mimosas all
flourishing on the French Riviera. In Spain,
higher temperatures and low rainfall have
led to an unusual outbreak of wildfires in

the north. 
Several Italian cities have introduced traf-

fic restrictions to combat fine-particle pollu-
tion, which has been worsened by the dry
and calm conditions. Record rainfall has
brought unprecedented flooding to the
north of England, leaving the historic city of
York under feet of water and thousands
evacuated over December. Stormy weather
buffeting the North Sea has brought havoc
to oilfields on New Year’s Eve, with one man
reported killed by a giant wave hitting a rig,
and hundreds of workers evacuated after a
huge barge broke its moorings and began
drifting. “There is no doubt in my mind that
climate change is partly responsible for the
flooding across the north of England,” said
Piers Forster, professor of climate science at
Leeds University. Britain’s mean December
temperature was a record-breaking eight
degrees Celsius, smashing the previous high
of 6.9 degrees set in 1934, according to the
Met Office.

It was also the wettest December on
record for Scotland and Wales and one of
the top 10 wettest in Britain as a whole.
Worldwide, temperatures between January
and November have already broken records,
suggesting that 2015 will be the hottest in
modern history, according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
“On a global level, we really are in an excep-
tional year as it is just over a tenth of a
degree warmer than 2014, which itself was
a record year,” said Jean Jouzel. “This is a real
leap, one tenth of a degree from one year to
another,” he added. With El Nino showing lit-
tle sign of running out of steam, he predict-
ed that 2016 could be warmer still, but that
following years may be less extreme. — AFP 

Weird weather brings warm welcome to 2016

MISSOURI: Lawn chairs are tangled in a tree along with other debris after floodwaters
recede in Pacific, Missouri. — AFP 

BOGOTA: Lisandro Nacavera (right) and his family remain in their room in
a shelter for Embera natives displaced by the armed conflict and resettled
in Bogota. — AFP 

Uprooted by war, Colombian indigenous people doubt peace

Trump’s Muslim

remark in Islamist

propaganda video

NAIROBI: Republican White House frontrunner
Donald Trump’s call for a ‘shutdown’ on Muslims
entering the US have been used by Somalia’s
Shebab in a jihadist recruitment video, a US
group that monitors extremist propaganda said
yesterday. The Al-Qaeda-affiliated Shebab use an
excerpt from Trump’s December 7 speech calling
for a “total and complete shutdown” on Muslims
entering the US to try woo Muslims in the West to
wage jihad, the SITE Intelligence Group reported.  

In the speech Trump proposed barring
Muslims from entering the US until the US was
“able to determine and understand this problem”
of Islamist violence, following the killing of 14
people by a radicalized couple in California. In the
Shebab video, the Trump soundbite is preceded
by a speech by US-born radical imam Anwar al-
Awlaki calling on Muslims in America to “flee the
oppressive Western atmosphere for the lands of
Islam.

Al-Awlaki, who Washington alleges was a sen-
ior Al Qaeda operative, was killed by a US drone
strike in Yemen in September 2011.The Shebab
video was uploaded onto Twitter by the Al-Kataib
Media Foundation, a regular conduit for the
group’s propaganda material, SITE said. The
Shebab was born out of the Islamic Court Union,
which controlled central and southern Somalia
for six months in 2006, including the capital
Mogadishu. The insurgents, who were driven out
of Mogadishu in 2011, are fighting to overthrow
Somalia’s internationally-backed government,
which is protected by 22,000 African Union
troops. — AFP 


