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JERUSALEM: The controversy over the
upcoming re-publication of Adolf Hitler’s
“Mein Kampf” in Germany is having particular
resonance in Israel, where memories of the
Holocaust run deep and the book remains
taboo. Hitler’s anti-Semitic rant, which he
wrote from prison in the early 1920s, loses its
copyright in Germany on Friday, and the
country’s first release of it since 1945 is due
out soon in the form of an extensively anno-
tated version.

The copyright had been held by the
German state of Bavaria, to which it was grant-
ed by the victorious Allies after World War II,
and now enters the public domain. New ver-
sions are expected in many countries, spark-
ing fierce debate over how one of the most
controversial books in history should be treat-
ed. Mein Kampf-which means “My Struggle”-
does not face a total legal ban in the Jewish
state, but any large-scale publication remains
forbidden, the Israeli culture ministry says.

Even if there were no restrictions at all,
publishers say there is still stigma around the
book in a country formed after the Holocaust
inspired by Hitler’s writings. According to the
Foundation for the Benefit of Holocaust
Survivors in Israel, 180,000 of them live in the
Jewish state. Murray Greenfield, founder of

Gefen Publishing, which specializes in works
about Judaism and its history, said he
wouldn’t publish it “even if they paid me”. “My
wife is a Holocaust survivor,” he said. “We have
a built-in censorship on this book, in spite of
being very much against censorship (general-
ly).” 

In many countries, including some of
Israel’s Arab neighbours, copies of the book
are widely available. It can also be found on
the Internet, including in Israel, so those keen
to access it are able to do so. “The book is
available online,” Dan Michman, head of the
Yad Vashem International Institute for
Holocaust Research, pointed out. “Many
copies are to be found. Some 12 million
copies were printed in German, so it is not
rare.” But the book is also available in a short-
ened version in Hebrew in Israeli universities,
the result of a campaign in the late 1980s by
Holocaust survivor Dan Yaron.

‘No publisher will do it’   
Yaron, who died in 1999, fought for the

book, totally forbidden until then, to be pub-
lished in Hebrew for educational purposes.
“He said it was important for the people to
know and to prevent future such events by
reading what the (Nazi) leader was saying,”

Michman said, saying Yaron approached him
to publish it but there was no money at the
time. In the end, the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem financed the project, and a con-
densed version of the rambling 720-page
original is available in Israeli universities and
research institutes. 

The taboo status of “Mein Kampf” is special
among anti-Semitic writings, said Meir Litvak,
an expert on Holocaust texts. “The Protocols
of the Elders of Zion”-a fictional book from the
early 1900s claiming to document a Jewish
plan for global domination that allegedly
inspired Hitler-is available across Israel, Litvak
said.  “The book is common, even though it
was the most popular anti-Semitic tract of the
20th century.” 

For “Mein Kampf”, however, “there is an
emotional rejection,” he said. “No publisher
will do it.” Michman was involved in drafting
the 3,500 explanatory notes for the annotated
German reprint, expected out in the coming
days, and the book will remain outlawed if it is
not contextualised.  Michman said it is posi-
tive to put the book in a wider context. “It will
include a lot of issues around the text-where
Hitler took his ideas from (and) when he sug-
gests something it explains if and how it was
translated into deeds.” — AFP 
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AIT-AHMED: Tens of thousands gath-
ered in an Algerian village Friday for the
burial of Hocine Ait-Ahmed, one of the
fathers of the country’s struggle for
independence and a key opposition fig-
ure. Ait-Ahmed died last week in
Switzerland aged 89. His remains arrived
Thursday in Algiers for a state funeral
before being transferred to his home vil-
lage, which bears his name. Ait-Ahmed
was the last of the nine so-called “sons
of Toussaint” who launched an uprising
against French rule on November 1,
1954. Draped in Algeria’s national flag,
his coffin was carried in an ambulance
through the village as tens of thousands
filled the streets.

“Today and tomorrow Hocine lives!,”
they chanted, and “Algeria, free and
democratic!” “We are here to say that
Ait-Ahmed’s battle for democracy and
freedom will not have been in vain,” said
one of the mourners, lawyer Mokrane
Ait-Larbi. Many in the crowd surged for-
ward to try to touch the coffin as it was

brought out of the ambulance before
the burial. Ait-Ahmed was layed to rest
in the town cemetery alongside several
of his ancestors,  including Cheikh
Mohand Oulhoucine, a poet and Islamic
figure who founded the village, died in
1901 and is still revered by the commu-
nity. Prime Minister Abdelmalek Sellal
was among senior officials attending
the funeral.

Media reports said Ait-Ahmed had
rejected an offer for a burial place at the
El Alia national cemetery in Algiers,
where state leaders and fellow inde-
pendence figures are buried. His funeral
cortege had departed from the Algiers
headquarters of Ait-Ahmed’s Socialist
Forces Front (FFS) and travelled 160 kilo-
meters southeast to his village. On
Thursday the government organised a
state funeral for Ait-Ahmed in Algiers,
which was broadcast live on state televi-
sion, and later a wake was held at his
party ’s headquarters.  President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, also a veteran of

the struggle for independence from
France, declared eight days of mourning
following his death.

Ait-Ahmed, who was jailed by the
French in 1956, was freed after a cease-
fire in 1962. He went into opposition
when Ahmed Ben Bella became presi-
dent the following year. He was arrested
in 1964 and condemned to death but
later freed, and left for exile in Lausanne
in 1966. He returned to Algeria in 1989
after the FFS was legalized and stood as
a candidate in presidential elections in
1999, but pulled out mid-campaign
arguing that the vote was rigged in
favor of Bouteflika. Ait-Ahmed’s health
began to fail in 2012 and he resigned
the following year as head of the FFS. He
died in Lausanne on December 23.
French President Francois Hollande
hailed Ait-Ahmed after his death as “one
of the great historical figures (of
Algeria), a leading architect of its inde-
pendence and a committed political
actor.”— AFP 

AIT AHMED: Mourners flash the sign for victory as they attend the
funeral procession and burial of Hocine Ait-Ahmed, one of the fathers of
Algeria’s struggle for independence and a key opposition figure, in the
Algerian village of Ait Ahmed. — AFP 

Crowds flood Algeria independence figure’s hometown for burial

In Israel, Adolf Hitler ‘Mein 

Kampf’ an enduring taboo

ISTANBUL: Turkey must accept that it needs
Israel, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said yes-
terday, as the two countries seek to thrash out a
deal on normalizing ties. NATO member Turkey
was a key regional ally of Israel until the two
countries fell out over the deadly storming by
Israeli commandos in 2010 of a Turkish aid ship,
the Mavi Marmara, bound for Gaza. Erdogan fur-
ther raised hackles in Israel with his sometimes
inflammatory rhetoric towards the Jewish State.
But the atmosphere has transformed following
the revelation last month the two sides were
making progress in secret talks to seek a rap-
prochement, says”Israel is in need of a country
like Turkey in the region,” Erdogan said in
remarks to Turkish reporters published in lead-
ing dailies yesterday.  

“And we too must accept that we need Israel.
This is a reality in the region,” said Erdogan. “If
mutual steps are implemented based on sinceri-
ty, then normalization will follow.” Ambassadors
were withdrawn in the wake of the 2010 crisis
and Erdogan said Turkey’s three conditions for a
normalization were clear-a lifting of the Gaza
blockade, compensation for the Mavi Marmara
victims and an apology for the incident. Israel
has already apologized and negotiations appear
to have made progress on compensation, leav-
ing the blockade on the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip
the main hurdle.

Indicating possible progress on the block-
ade, Erdogan said Israel had suggested it would
allow goods and construction materials into
Gaza if they came via Turkey. “We need to see a
written text to ensure there is no deviation from
the agreement,” he said. Analysts have suggest-
ed that Turkey’s rapprochement with Israel has
been accelerated by the need for Ankara to
make up for its crisis in ties with Moscow after
the shooting down of a Russian warplane.
Erdogan last month held closed-door talks with
Hamas chief Khaled Meshaal but it was never
disclosed what the president discussed with the
leader of the Palestinian Islamist movement.
Israel also wants Turkey to prevent senior Hamas
operative Salah Aruri from entering its territory

and acting from there. Ankara has never con-
firmed his presence in Turkey.

‘Pay the price’ 
In another development, Erdogan yesterday

backed the opening of a criminal probe into the
leaders of Turkey’s main pro-Kurdish party, say-
ing they should “pay the price” for remarks press-
ing for autonomy for the country’s largest ethnic
minority. Erdogan also suggested Selahattin
Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag-the co-leaders of
the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) should
have their parliamentary immunity removed for
the investigation into their “constitutional crime”.
Turkish prosecutors last week opened a criminal
probe against Demirtas for his comments at a
conference and then opened a similar investiga-
tion against Yuksekdag.

Making no pretence at staying away from
judicial matters, Erdogan said: “What the two co-
leaders said is definitely a constitutional crime.”
The closure of the party should not be on the
agenda but MPs and local mayors needed to be
investigated, Erdogan told reporters on board
his presidential plane in remarks published in
leading newspapers including the Hurriyet daily.
“They should pay a price for it,” he said “I believe
that the lifting of immunity of those against
whom the cases have been initiated will help
the atmosphere in our country in the fight
against terror in a positive way.”  “We cannot
accept statements calling for the country to be
broken up. We will never agree to a state within
a state.”

Demirtas said last weekend that Kurds in
Turkey had to decide whether to live in autono-
my or “under one man’s tyranny”, in an apparent
reference to Erdogan. His remarks outraged
nationalists who believe any degree of autono-
my for Turkish Kurds in the southeast would
undermine the unitary nature of the modern
Turkish state set up by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in
1923. The Turkish strongman had earlier con-
demned the remarks as “treason” but this is the
first time he has suggested Demirtas and
Yuksekdag should stand trial. — Agencies 

‘Turkey needs Israel’ 

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has
denounced possible new US sanctions on his country
which could jeopardize a hard-won nuclear deal due to
be finally implemented within weeks. In a letter to his
defense minister, Rouhani said reports that the US
Treasury Department planned to blacklist companies
and individuals with ties to Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram constituted “hostile and illegal interventions” that
justified a response. 

The comments from Rouhani, who said the military
should intensify its development of missiles, seemed to
cause backtracking in Washington with reports that the
White House had put the intended sanctions on hold
indefinitely. In the five months since the nuclear deal
was struck US officials say Iran has conducted two mis-
sile tests, one of which state media reported at the
time, on October 11. Iran also recently aired television
footage of an underground missile base.

The actions angered the United States and a United
Nations panel found earlier this month that the tests
breached previous resolutions aimed at stopping the
Islamic republic from developing missiles capable of
carrying a nuclear warhead. But the threat of new sanc-
tions-the nuclear deal is due to lift past measures that
froze Iran out of the global financial system and crip-
pled its oil exports-brought already worsening relations
to a head. It also came after US officials said an Iranian
vessel had test-fired several rockets near three Western
warships, including the USS Harry S. Truman aircraft
carrier.

The alleged incident in the strategic Strait of
Hormuz on December 26 drew denials from Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards, who are responsible for protect-
ing Iranian interests in the strategic waterway where
much of the world’s oil passes. Spokesman General
Ramezan Sharif accused the US of fabricating the inci-
dent as part of a “psychological operation”. The Wall
Street Journal first reported Wednesday that the US
was preparing fresh sanctions against companies and
individuals in Iran, Hong Kong and the United Arab
Emirates over alleged links to Tehran’s ballistic missile
program. But on Thursday the newspaper said the
measures had been delayed-although they remain on
the table-over fears the nuclear deal could be derailed.

Warnings of reprisals   
Were the Treasury to introduce the sanctions it

would be a major barrier to the nuclear deal’s formal
enactment, let alone its durability. Rouhani, whose gov-
ernment negotiated the agreement with the United
States and five other world powers, warned of reprisals.
Should individuals and companies be added to “the
previously unjustified sanctions list, it is necessary that
the production of various missiles required by the
armed forces move forward with increased speed and
seriousness”, said his letter to Defense Minister Hossein
Dehghan. 

“If such wrong and interventionist actions are
repeated by the US, the ministry of defense should use
all its capabilities to come up with new plans to expand

Iran’s missile capabilities,” he added. Tehran has always
denied seeking an atomic weapon and argues that its
missiles would never be designed to, nor ever carry, a
bomb. The nuclear deal was heralded by moderates
such as Rouhani, who staked his reputation on the
negotiations, but hardliners in Tehran said it damaged
national interests.

Republican lawmakers in the US Congress poured
scorn on the agreement and tried to stop it. Several
Republicans candidates for the presidency have
pledged to rip it up if they are elected in November.
Although Iran’s ultimate authority, supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, explicitly endorsed the nuclear
accord in October, he warned that new sanctions,
under any pretext, would constitute a violation. The
deal is due to come into effect on “Implementation
Day”, expected in January, or soon after, when UN mon-
itors sign off that Iran has applied major curbs to its
nuclear program. Rouhani further criticized the
Treasury plans, stating that Iran’s domestic defense had
never been within the remit of the nuclear talks.
“Officials of the United States have also admitted this,”
he said. Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif,
who negotiated the deal with US Secretary of State
John Kerry and counterparts from Britain, China,
France, Russia and Germany, alluded to the missile row
in a New Year message posted on Twitter. “Much was
achieved in 2015 through diplomacy-let’s learn from
history and repeat successes, not past mistakes. A
Happy New Year to all,” he wrote. — AFP 

Iran-US tensions flare 

over sanctions threat
New sanctions could jeopardize hard-won nuke deal

JERUSALEM: A copy of ‘Mein Kampf’, Hitler’s anti-Semitic rant, which he wrote from
prison in the early 1920s, is seen displayed at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum in
Jerusalem. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel handed over to their
families Friday the bodies of 23
Palestinians killed during recent attacks
on Israelis, the army said, in an apparent
bid to ease tensions. Palestinian med-
ical sources in Hebron said 17 bodies to
be buried in the area had already been
received. Six others were handed over
in the northern West Bank. A spokes-
woman for the army said the operation
had been completed. The army said its
ambulances had met Red Crescent ones
at checkpoints, and the bodies were
transferred and taken to Palestinian
hospitals for identification before being
given to the families.

Since a wave of violence erupted at
the start of October, 138 Palestinians

have been killed by Israeli forces,
according to an AFP count, most while
carrying out attacks on Israelis. Israel
does not always immediately return the
bodies of slain attackers.  Twenty
Israelis, an American and an Eritrean
have also been killed in the unrest. The
military spokeswoman said that after
Friday’s handovers the army would have
returned a total of 76 bodies and was
still holding two. Police could also be
holding more bodies, she said.
Palestinian sources said the Israelis were
still holding a total of 17 bodies. Police
and internal security ministry
spokespersons did not immediately
respond to AFP questions regarding
numbers.  — AFP 

Israel returns bodies of 

23 Palestinian attackers


