
TUNIS: Kuwaiti sports journalist and member of the Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA) Zaid Al-Sarbal was honored during a recent ceremo-
ny held in Tunisia to honor sports journalists in the Arab World.

KUWAIT: Scores of expatriate
judges appointed and designat-
ed to work in Kuwait informed
the Supreme Judiciary Council
of their wish not to renew their
contracts with Kuwait for anoth-
er year, although the contracts
of most of them are renewable
for at least one more year, well-
informed sources said.

The sources, who did not
mention the exact numbers,
added that judges working for
the courts of cassation, appeals
and comprehensive and the
public prosecution’s office
almost had a massive agree-
ment to end their tenures in
Kuwait by July or August after
settling their children’s school-
ing and other tasks. 

According to judiciary norms,
the Supreme Judiciary Council
annually addresses expat judges
in December, inquiring about
their wishes to renew their con-
tracts. The council then contacts
the justice ministry, which in
turn contacts Kuwait’s embassy
in the judges’ countries to con-
tact the justice ministry there
notifying it with the judge’s
wish, be it to conclude his
tenure or renew his contact. 

Notably, an expat judge’s
tenure in Kuwait is usually six
years, while those who wish to
leave have only worked two or
four years. The sources justified

this massive decision by the
feeling of discrimination
between them and Kuwaiti
judges with the same or less
experience, as they only get KD
1,600-2,000 (some get up to KD
2,500) plus accommodation,
while their Kuwaiti colleagues
get at least KD 4,000 or more.
The judges also complained
about getting only three
months of annual leave, while
Kuwaiti judges get six months
leave with full pay. 

“Expat judges are also
deprived of many allowances
their colleagues get,” stressed
the sources, noting that many of
them made the decision in view
of the government’s recent aus-
terity measures that mainly
focus on expats despite their
growing sufferings because of
the rapidly increasing cost of liv-

ing, which is likely to skyrocket
once the government plans to
lift subsidies. 

The sources added that
many of the judges made the
decision because of the recent
pay hikes in their home coun-
tries, which greatly reduced the
gap between their income
there and in Kuwait. The
sources added that some
judges had contacted relevant
authorities in this regard, but
their grievances fell on deaf
ears so far. Moreover, the
sources said that the fatwa and
legislation department had
recently contracted some expat
judges to work in Kuwait, but
they did not go ahead with the
procedures needed to come to
Kuwait because they were now
getting better salaries in their
country. — Al-Rai
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This is the future that we see at the start of 2016
and end of 2015, while we read news that informs
citizens of a future that has much austerity and

total darkness. We read about lifting subsidies and deci-
sions to raise prices in 2016 has arrived with a lot of dis-
tress for the citizen, who hopes
that comfort will follow hard-
ship.

Yet, where can we find com-
fort,  after the fate of the
Kuwaiti citizen has become as
if it is bought and sold in an
auction, but where? How? And
by whom? We do not know the
place! And we do not know the
value! Where and who is the
seller? Who is the buyer? All
these are lingering questions for which we do not have
answers other than rays of hope, as we are at the start of
the new year. 

Today, our words carry some hope, which we have
the right to dream of under the umbrella of the Kuwaiti
constitution. Every citizen dreams and hopes to live a

dignified life - if he gets sick, to find the right health
treatment, and when he has children, he hopes that
they are educated, so that education will be their shield,
a residence in which he feels warm and secure with his
family. These wishes are only due constitutional rights

given to every Kuwaiti citizen
through the 1962 constitu-
tion, and here is where our
issue starts, which material-
izes in the dreams of every
citizen, and we ask: Does
every Kuwaiti citizen have
what we mentioned in consti-
tutional rights?

Our dreams today stand in
front of decisions and laws to
ask and say with the tongues

of the majority of the society’s members: Before raising
prices and imposing taxes, where are your decisions
towards squandering of public funds and withdrawals
without supervision from the state budget? Have mercy
with your decisions, proposals and laws! 

—  Translated by Kuwait Times
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Abdullah, who is a simple man living in a coun-
try named “the Christian Arab Republic”, was
courageous to run for parliament as he is a

citizen of that country, but people became angry
and held demonstrations and demanded banning,
rather punishing him, because how can a Muslim
man nominate himself as a candidate in a Christian
republic?

Priests held a meeting and demanded the gov-
ernment deter Abdullah, and they doubted his patri-
otism and nationality too. They explained, using
every means they had, that Abdullah was not a com-
mon man as they thought, because he must be seek-
ing a shakeup of the state’s entity, and the govern-
ment must not naturalize anyone who is not
Christian, even if he was born, lived and died in the
republic.

Yet, the matter did not stop here, as Christian cler-
gymen instigated public opinion, went after all
media and moved the mobs against Abdullah (and
those behind him), demanding a halt to building
mosques in their country and banning azan there,
because, as they claim, it ridicules the official religion
of the state other than being a disturbance to citi-
zens.

Events developed quickly, as the extreme right
party in the republic submitted a draft law to ban
any religious practices by Muslims, both Sunni and
Shiite, be it wearing the hijab, niqab or growing the
beard, or praying in a public place. The party also
demanded a ban on celebrating the month of
Ramadan, Eid Al-Fitr and Al-Adha and the Prophet’s
(PBUH) birthday, and when a moderate MP argued
with them about their requests, they said let them
fast and celebrate in their homes. We are a Christian
country, proud of our religion, and we do not accept
any non-Christian appearances in our country, and if
they do not like this, let them celebrate outside our
borders.

The moderate MP persisted: “But this is their
country too - they are citizens, they have what we
have, and face what we face, and our Muslim Arab
Republic neighbor approved the Christian
Christmas, and we see Christmas trees and congratu-
lations all over that country.”

The rightists answered arrogantly: “Of course this
is what should happen, as our religion is a right one,
but we cannot do as they do.” The moderate MP, who
began to lose his nerve, said: “We are not taking
about religions here - we are talking about a senti-
mental social sharing of one country, because if we
are not brothers in religion, we are for sure brothers
in the country and humanity. You will not only run
Muslims out of our country, but even us moderate
Christians. We will look for a country that is less self-
ish and more humane. There is no use for you.” (Now
you can read the column the other way round). 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Crime
R e p o r t

Fatal crash

A citizen was instantly killed when he lost control over
his vehicle and it flipped over near Abdali farms, said
security sources. An investigation was opened to deter-
mine the circumstances behind the accident.

Policeman charged

A police sergeant was arrested for robbing and assaulting a
female colleague in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that the policewoman
reported that a young man had obstructed, assaulted and
robbed her purse with some documents, a mobile phone,
some personal photos and some money in it. She denied
knowing the suspect but provided the police with a
description of him and of his vehicle. She also recognized
him in a lineup, denying his claims that they had been
engaged to get married. 

Drug dealer caught

A bedoon man was arrested in Sulaibiya with drugs
packed in small plastic bags ready for sale, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that a routine checkpoint
force noticed the suspect seemed nervous, and on
searching him, the drugs were found. The suspect con-
fessed to procuring it from an Asian pusher in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. A case was filed and further investigations
are in progress. 

KUWAIT: With the clock striking mid-
night on 2015, a Filipina baby was born
at Farwaniya Hospital to become the
first baby born in 2016. Another Kuwaiti
girl was also born at Sabah Hospital, in
addition to five other babies, including
four girls, born at Jahra Hospital. 

Head of the maternity department
at Farwaniya Hospital Dr Fatima Al-
Kandari said that the last baby born in
2015 was a Kuwaiti girl born at 11:35
pm, before the Filipina girl was born in
a healthy condition in the very first
moments of the New Year. “The second
delivery was that of an Indian girl at
1:50 am,” she added. 

Head of the Maternity Hospital Dr
Waleed Al-Jassar said that five babies

were born in the first hours of 2016,
including a set of twins. “The first was
a female Kuwaiti born at 12:05, then
an Indian boy at 1:35 am, then a Syrian
girl at 2:30 am,” he said.  The hospital’s
maternity department head Dr Jassim
Al-Hajji said that six babies were born
at Adan Hospital in the first hours of
2016. “The first was a Kuwaiti girl at
12:01 am followed by an Egyptian boy
at 1:20 am, then a Kuwaiti girl at 3:20
am followed by three boys, a Kuwaiti, a
Saudi and a Syrian”, he explained. The
head of the maternity department at
Jahra Hospital Dr Sami Al-Taher said
that four girls and a boy were born at
the hospital in the very first hours of
2016.  — Al-Anba

Subsidies

Fireworks

Two children were injured while lighting fireworks on
New Year’s Eve in Khairan, said security sources, noting
that the kids were rushed to hospital for treatment. 

Inspection

Weapons detectives launched an inspection campaign in
Omariya, where checkpoints were set up at all entries and
exits, searching all vehicles. 

Car thieves arrested

Three African men were arrested for committing sever-
al car burglaries within the Capital governorate, said
security sources. Case papers indicate that several peo-
ple had reported that after withdrawing money from
ATMs or banks and leaving it in their vehicles, they
found that the vehicles were broken into and the mon-
ey stolen. Suspecting several suspects and placing
them under close surveillance, detectives arrested the
suspects in Hawally. The suspects confessed, telling
police that they specialized in robbing people who had
just emerged from banks, especially those holding
large envelopes and bags. The suspects said that one of
them usually got into the bank to watch possible tar-
gets, then signaled the other two suspects to follow
the victims until they stopped somewhere and left the
bags in the vehicles. They then broke into them and
stole the money. A case was filed.

Children ‘kidnapped’

A female citizen accused her Saudi ex-husband of kidnap-
ping her two children and fleeing the country, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that the father came to see
the children as per a court order but he never returned
them. Checking on the father, detectives found out that he
had already left with the kids. A case was filed. 

Suicide

A Bangladeshi man hanged himself in Abu Halifa. His
body was recovered by the coroner. A security source
said after Interior Ministry operations received a call,
police and paramedics rushed to the scene and found
the man had already died. Criminal evidence men were
called.

Security campaign

Policemen carried out a new security campaign in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh on street markets, resulting in the arrest of a
number of roaming vendors and visa violators, while large
quantities of spoiled food were confiscated. A security
source said the campaigns will continue in the area unan-
nounced until it is cleansed of roaming vendors, drugs
pushers and prostitutes, in addition to residency violators.

Drug possession

A drug addict failed to escape from police in Salhiya.
The Kuwaiti man had nine envelopes and drug para-
phernalia. He was sent to the Drugs Control General
Department.

Fugitive caught

A wanted Bangladeshi man failed to leave the country with
a forged passport after stealing the passport of a compatri-
ot and changed the picture. He was sent to the forgery
department.

Harasser punished

Three citizens taught a harasser a lesson in a Salmiya
mall and handed him to Salmiya police station. After a
woman screamed because of continued harassment by
the suspect, three citizens passing by told him to get
away from her, but he insulted them and asked them not
to interfere, which caused a fight. Mall patrons called
police, who rushed to the scene and broke up the fight.
The woman told police what happened, so they took the
harasser to the police station, where he was charged. —
Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

The Palace of Justice

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Defense’s camp in
Subhan recently hosted organizers of a public
campaign that launched last week to raise
campers’ awareness on fire safety. The campaign
is organized by Kuwait Fire Services Directorate
(KFSD) and EQUATE.

Females dominate 

New Year newborns

Missing body found
with grieving mother

KUWAIT: An official working at Sulaibikhat cemetery
called Qairawan police station on Friday morning report-
ing that the body of a 21-year-old woman was missing
from the washing area at the cemetery and that a mobile
phone was found at the place. The official said that the
dead woman’s uncle arrived at the cemetery and called his
sister to find that it was her mobile phone that was found
in the place. Two hours later, the mother arrived in a terri-
ble state, bringing the body back. The shocked mother jus-
tified what she did by saying she wished to spend as much
time as possible with her daughter before burying her. 

Scores of expat judges 

reject contract renewal 


