
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Two Kuwaiti kids, 12
and 10, were killed when they
accidentally held a live elec-
tric wire at their father’s farm
in Wafra, said security sources.
The younger child was report-
edly electrocuted when she
r e a c h e d  o u t  a n d  t r i e d  t o
save her brother, the sources
noted. 

Basement fire
A fire recently broke out in

the 500-square meters base-
ment of a 10-storey building
in Far waniya,  sa id  secur i t y
sources, noting that firemen
immediately evacuated the
building and managed to con-
trol the fire without any casu-
alties recorded. The fire start-
ed in some flammable liquids,
plastic and storage boxes, the
sources added. 

Drugs found in jail
Kuwait Central Jail security

found drugs hidden in one of
the prison’s toilets, said securi-
ty sources, noting that initial
examination of the drugs sug-
gests that it is pure heroin. A
wide invest igat ion is  in
progress to determine how
the drugs got through and to
whom they were smuggled. 

Rumors denied
H igh-rank ing secur i t y

sources strongly denied social
media reports about a police-
woman working at the airport
who allegedly helped a want-
ed citizen and friend of hers to
leave the country. 

Search for suspect
A search is currently on for a

young man who refused to
stop at a Jahra checkpoint and
drove away, almost knocking
over a policeman. 

Suicide
Two Asian men were sepa-

rately found hung by the necks
to ceilings in Jahra and
Fahaheel, said security sources.
In both cases, the victim’s room-

mate testified that he had been
facing some financial problems.
A suicide investigation was
opened in both cases. 

Landmines found
A Kuwait Army bomb squad

recently dealt with two land-
mines found in Kabd and Mina
Abdullah deserts, said security
sources. The mines had been left

over since the Iraqi invasion and
were washed out by the recent
rain, the sources suggested. 

Forgery
A citizen recently reported

that an unidentified person had
used his ID card, which he had
lost in 2013, in getting in and
out of Kuwait. the man reported
that he accidentally found out
when an officer at a border exit
told him that his name was
already registered to be out of
the country. A case was filed. 

Lawyer threatened
A lawyer reported that two

citizens had tailed him on get-
ting out of the Justice Palace
and stopped him in Qurain,
where they hit his vehicle on
purpose and threatened him.

Municipality inspections
A Kuwait Municipality report

showed that Hawalli municipali-
ty teams have removed 138 ille-
gal view-blocking ad signs from
various roads during November,
2015. A Hawalli municipality
public relations statement
added that inspection teams
had inspected 395 stores, filed
146 ad licenses citations, 58 cita-
tions for opening stores without
having a license in addition to
removing 138 ads. 
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Life without oil

Oil prices have fallen rapidly. This crisis will
have social, economic and political reper-
cussions in the short term with possible

negative results on the regional and international
levels. But how did this happen? Will all Gulf coun-
tries face the same fate? Or will we in Kuwait be an
exception because we do not know what the end
of a welfare state means?

In Kuwait, most published official statements so
far reflect apprehension and anxiety, with some
wishes and hopes for things to go back to normal
and former highs in order to live the dream.
According to some Western analyses, this rapid fall
in prices is linked to a variety of reasons, including
the regional policies in Gulf countries. This is possi-
ble, but it might be inapplicable at this time.
Because a fall in oil prices is not impossible to hap-
pen in a capitalist system. It’s a major problem like
any potential global crisis and recovery if possible if
the state knows how to deal with the issue with
minimal damage while maintaining internal cohe-
sion.

For about 60 years in Kuwait, we were totally
dependent on the sale of crude oil and there was
no diversification of sources of income. This is the
bitter truth. While our neighbors were competing
with tourism, industries and investments, we occu-
pied ourselves with local and regional problems.
We even took sides to stand with political Islamist
groups and others in total preoccupation with par-
tisan issues, mostly personal, missing opportunities
and nitpicking, distracting decision-makers with
arbitration and appeasement instead of initiatives
and development strategies.

Here in Kuwait, everyone has lived in the kind
and generous arms of the government, yet today
when we hear reports about the possibility of lift-
ing some government subsidies on goods and
services, including gasoline, and stopping some
services, we do not know what to do and feel anx-
ious.

I am a supporter of taxation systems in all mod-
ern countries. It creates the sense of making a citi-
zen a partner in building his country and not just be
a recipient of services, and this may be part of com-
pulsory economic policies. But these reforms
require decisive and courageous decisions that
affect the pillars of the economic system and politi-
cal cohesion among all segments of society, and
sometimes there is no escape from such proce-
dures, known as austerity or belt-tightening, and
there is no better example than the increase of fuel
prices in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

The issue of raising gasoline prices is not a prob-
lem in itself, but this procedure is usually followed
by additional duties and taxes and raising water and
electricity tariffs and other prices, which will not
only burden the citizen, who is used to a prosperous
standard of living, but he will not know how to
coordinate and organize his lifestyle and living
expenses in the wake of this sudden change. This
reminds me of an Egyptian play where an ordinary
man was plucked from the street to sit on the
throne, and thus behaved erratically and interfered
in every decision issued. He was not ready!

It is the right of any government in the world to
impose taxes on citizens and residents as required
to liberalize the economy and diversify its functions.
Such a task is presumably made by a democratic
elected government, so people can hold it account-
able in the event of a failure, but the subject is not
debatable here, so how will it be solved? It’s another
dilemma facing the issue of raising the prices of
services in the country today.

Some people are wondering why the total
amount in the state general reserve is only KD 42
billion? And what is the government’s policy in its
expenses and squandering of public funds before
asking citizens to pay more for gasoline? I think it’s a
worthy question, but it will not get an answer.

Changes in domestic economic policies need
strong solidarity in the community. The isolation or
retreat of some political groups here does not mean
they approve of the overall situation, as the National
Assembly carries the burden of public decisions
affecting the state and people, so the implementa-
tion mechanism of the government and its safety
measures must be transparent and under observa-
tion, and this cannot be done in this period of
superficial calm.

For example, we do not know what the govern-
ment’s demographic strategy is, as Kuwait’s popula-
tion by the end of 2015 reached 4.233 million peo-
ple, an increase of 31,000 citizens and 110,000 expa-
triates. Will expats face the same taxes and fees in
light of their low and unequal salaries here?  The
government is in need of urgent surgery now to
know how to market the idea of raising the prices of
services, with a strategy on who will be their target
category in society with a clear explanation on the
status of expats under these new regulations. 

Local spotlight

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Two Islamist lawmakers yesterday
praised Saudi Arabia’s execution of 47 sus-
pects on terrorism charges. MP Ahmad

Mutaee’ Al-Azmi strongly praised Riyadh’s
role in fighting terrorism and stressed that
the executions were the best deterrent to
people with terrorist mindsets. Azmi also
criticized some people for threatening to
turn the international public opinion

against Saudi Arabia, and described them
as unwise. Meanwhile, MP Abdulrahman
Al-Jeeran said that what Saudi Arabia did
was a clear message to the entire world,
expressing Riyadh’s rejection of terrorism,
extremism and fundamentalism. “Saudi
Arabia has every right to practice its sover-
eignty and authority over its subjects as
well as any outlaws who call for chaos,
killings, bombings and describing others as
non-believers,” he said.

Surveillance cameras 
MP Faisal Al-Kandari stressed the need

to activate a bill on installing security sur-
veillance cameras, noting that cameras
have become a must on highways. “Street
wars seem to be endless and have claimed
many lives,” he said, calling for monitoring
all roads to help identify and arrest many
hit-and-run motorists, especially in acci-
dents leading to fatalities. 

Yemeni talks
The UN’s envoy to Yemen Ismail Ould

Cheikh Ahmed will start contacting Kuwait
this week to arrange for hosting inter-
Yemeni talks in Kuwait on Jan 14, well-
informed sources said. The sources
stressed that Kuwait is interested in host-
ing these talks if the concerned Yemeni
parties agree to take part according to a
clear agenda with the aim of eventually
achieving peace and bridging the gaps
between them. 

Rent allowance
The Public Authority for Housing

Welfare announced that the total amounts
paid to citizens in rent allowance since
1991 till the end of 2015 summed up to KD
1.9 billion. According to statistics issued by
the authority, 9,376 citizens were added as
beneficiaries during the fiscal year ending
Dec 31, 2015, and that the total number of
beneficiaries was 1,18,357 citizens.
Statistics also showed that rent allowance
beneficiaries increased by 24 percent in
December after 928 out of 1,226 appli-
cants were approved. Statistics also

showed that rent allowance was suspend-
ed for 298 citizens because of canceling
their housing applications, having built
their own houses, getting divorced or get-
ting private sector job-provided housing. 

Privatization
As part of the government’s plan to pri-

vatize some of its establishments, the
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) has
finalized a plan to privatize the ministry’s
facilities and a study on that regard would
be referred to the Cabinet’s ministerial
committee soon, well-informed sources
said. The sources stressed that the commit-
tee would review the plan pending refer-
ring it to the Cabinet for approval before
the summer. Further, the sources added
that another plan to privatize the Ministry
of Communications’ services was being
currently prepared and that more studies
on privatizing ministries, such as the infor-
mation, health, municipality,  some
Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Health
departments would follow. 
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Coastguard holds
live ammo exercises

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Coastguard General
Department organizes live ammunition exercises on 4-6
January, 2016, from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. The exercises
take place in territorial waters on the following coordi-
nates: 048 37.5” E - 28 55.0” N, 048 30.2” E - 28 46.8” N, as
well as the Qarouh and Um Al-Maradem islands. The
Interior Ministry ’s Relations and Security Media
Department urges sea-goers to avoid the aforemen-
tioned locations during the time of the exercises.

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) announced yesterday it would
continue delivering aid to Syrian
refugees in all Lebanese regions despite
stormy and snowy weather. The Kuwaiti
‘warm winter’ campaign is proceeding
to relieve the Syrian refugees “who are
now in dire need for help for the snow
storm has taken its toll on many of the
refugees, particularly the elderly and
children,” said Musaed Al-Enezi, the
KRCS envoy to Lebanon.

Braving unabated falling rain, snow
and biting cold,  KRCS teams have

reached the refugees’ locations, distrib-
uting food, mattresses, blankets and
detergents to 1,000 families in the
northernmost region Akkar, Tibnin in
southern Lebanon and Iqlim Al-
Kharoub, a mountainous region south-
east of the capital-dotted with a chain
of villages and towns.

Challenging the weather
Meanwhile, Yousef Boutros, the relief

coordinator at the Lebanese Red Cross,
lauded the Kuwaiti teams for challeng-
ing the hard weather conditions and
directly handing over the relief supplies

to the refugees. The Kuwaiti efforts will
largely help the refugees, namely hun-
dreds of families, dwellings of whom
have been damaged with the piling
snow.

Lebanon is currently gripped with a
snow storm that resulted in various
problems, particularly for the refugees
who dwell in ram-shackled and ragged
tents and old houses in various regions
of the country. Many of the countries’
roads have blocked or blanketed with
snow, rendering motorists’ movement
extremely arduous.

300 families
On Friday, the KRCS continued its

r e l i e f  a i d  c a m p a i g n  f o r  S y r i a n
refugees in Lebanon, handing neces-
s i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  fo o d s t u f f  t o  3 0 0
Syrian families in southern Lebanon.
Enezi reiterated that the campaign is
a i m i n g  a t  c o v e r i n g  t h e  n e e d s  t o
some 30,000 Syrian refugee families
s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  Le b a n o n .  H e
affirmed that KRCS’s mission was in
l i n e  w i t h  t h e  K u w a i t i  p e o p l e  a n d
l e a d e r s h i p’s  d e s i r e s  t o  h e l p  t h e
Syrian refugees. —KUNA
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