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DALLAS: Chandler Parsons #25 of the Dallas Mavericks dribbles the ball against Andre Iguodala #9 of the Golden State
Warriors at American Airlines Center on Wednesday in Dallas, Texas. —AFP

Mavs deal short-handed 
Warriors second defeat

DALLAS: The Golden State Warriors
flopped without Stephen Curry, getting
blown out for just their second loss of
the season behind 23 points for Dallas’
J.J .  Barea in a 114-91 victory for the
Mavericks on Wednesday night. Curry
missed his first game of the season with
a lower left leg bruise that might keep
the NBA’s leading scorer and reigning
MVP out again today at Houston. But the
Warriors (29-2) still have the best 31-
game start in NBA history, a game better
than four teams. Klay Thompson couldn’t
make up for Curry’s absence, going 4 of
15 for  10 points .  Ian Clark led the
Warriors with 21 points. Zaza Pachulia
had 14 points and 15 rebounds, and Dirk
Nowitzki added 18 and eight rebounds
for the Mavericks. They won their fourth
straight game without injured point
guard Deron Williams.

LAKERS 112, CELTICS 104
Kobe Bryant had 15 points and 11

rebounds for Los Angeles in likely his
final game in Boston. Bryant played 33
minutes and had his first double-double
of what he says is his final season.  The
crowd chanted “Kobe! Kobe!” in the final
minute.  Jordan Clarkson scored 24
points, and Lou Williams had 19 to help
Los Angeles stop a fourgame slide. Isaiah
Thomas had 24 points, and Evan Turner
added 20 for Boston.

SPURS 112, SUNS 79
LaMarcus Aldridge had 21 points and

12 rebounds and San Antonio routed
Phoenix for its 19th straight home win to
start the season. The Spurs also extended
their franchise-record home winning
streak to 28 straight games dating to last
season by holding the Suns to several
season lows. Phoenix, which has lost six
straight, had season lows for total points,

first-half points (33) and points in the
opening quarter (12). Kawhi Leonard had
19 points, Manu Ginobili added 13 and
Tony Parker had 12 points and seven
assists for San Antonio. Tim Duncan
missed his third straight game due to
right knee soreness.

76ERS 110, KINGS 105
Ish Smith scored five of his 18 points

over the final 3 1/2 minutes and Jerami
Grant made three late free throws to in
Philadelphia’s victory over Sacramento.
The 76ers have won two of their past
three games since acquiring Smith in a
trade with New Orleans, improving their
NBA-worst record to 3-31. Nerlens Noel
had a season-high 20 points and added
nine rebounds, and Grant finished with
16 points, a career-best 11 rebounds and
five blocked shots. DeMarcus Cousins
had 21 points  and 11 rebounds for
Sacramento but fouled out with 1:47 left.

BULLS 102, PACERS 100, OT
Jimmy Butler tipped in a basket with

1.2 seconds left in overtime and Chicago
beat Indiana despite playing without
Derrick Rose. On the final play, Butler
tipped in Pau Gasol’s lob from atop the
key. Butler then defended Paul George
on a lob to preserve the win.  Butler
scored 28 points, and Aaron Brooks had
29 points  for  Chicago.  Rose was
scratched an hour before the game with
right hamstring tendinitis. George Hill
led Indiana with 20 points.

RAPTORS 94, WIZARDS 91
DeMar DeRozan had 34 points, six

rebounds and five assists in Toronto’s
victory over Washington. DeRozan went
15 for  15 at  the f ree-throw l ine as
Toronto won its fifth straight regular-
season  game against the Wizards, who

swept the Raptors in the first round of
the playoffs last season. Terrence Ross
added 14 points for the Raptors (20-13).
Otto Porter led the Wizards with 20
points and nine rebounds. John Wall had
19 points ,  11 ass ists  and seven
rebounds.

CLIPPERS 122, HORNETS 117
J.J. Redick scored 26 points, Austin

Rivers added a season-best 22 and Los
Angeles beat Charlotte. Chris Paul had
19 points and 11 assists for the Clippers,
and DeAndre Jordan finished with 13
points and 13 rebounds. Kemba Walker
scored 29 points for the Hornets. They
played without Al Jefferson because of a
knee injury that will sideline the center
for at least six weeks. Frank Kaminsky
had 20 points.

TRAIL BLAZERS 110, NUGGETS 103
C.J. McCollum scored 29 points, Allen

Crabbe had 20 and Portland beat Denver
for  i ts  third consecutive v ictory .
McCollum, starting at point guard for a
fourth consecutive game with Damian
Lillard sidelined with a left foot injury,
hit 12 of 19 shots, Crabbe was 8 of 14,
going 4 for 7 from 3-point range. Will
Barton, traded by Portland to Denver
last season, led the Nuggets with 31
points.

MAGIC 100, NETS 93
Nik Vucevic had 20 points and nine

rebounds in Orlando’s comeback victory
over New York. Evan Fournier added 17
points  and f ive ass ists  for  Or lando,
which has won seven of nine. Brooklyn
led by as many as 13, but fell part down
the stretch, going 3 for 20 from the 3-
point  line. Brook Lopez led the Nets
with 24 point and 15 rebounds. Bojan
Bogdanovic added 20 points.—AP

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 20 13 .606 -       
Boston 18 14 .563 1.5   
NY Knicks 15 18 .455 5       
Brooklyn 9 23 .281 10.5  
Philadelphia 3 31 .088 17.5  

Central Division

Cleveland 21 9 .700 -       
Chicago 18 12 .600 3       
Indiana 18 13 .581 3.5   
Detroit 17 15 .531 5       
Milwaukee 12 21 .364 10.5  

Southeast Division

Atlanta 21 13 .618 -       
Orlando 19 13 .594 1       
Miami 18 13 .581 1.5   
Charlotte 17 14 .548 2.5   
Washington 14 16 .467 5       

Western Conference

Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 22 10 .688 -       
Utah 13 17 .433 8       
Portland 14 20 .412 9       
Minnesota 12 20 .375 10      
Denver 12 21 .364 10.5  

Pacific Division

Golden State 29 2 .935 -       
LA Clippers 20 13 .606 10      
Sacramento 12 20 .375 17.5  
Phoenix 12 22 .353 18.5  
LA Lakers 6 27 .182 24      

Southwest Division

San Antonio 28 6 .824 -       
Dallas 19 13 .594 8       
Memphis 18 16 .529 10      
Houston 16 17 .485 11.5  
New Orleans 10 21 .323 16.5  

NBA results/standings

LA Clippers 122, Charlotte 117; Orlando 100, Brooklyn 93; LA Lakers
112, Boston 104; Toronto 94, Washington 91; Chicago 102, Indiana 100
(OT); Minnesota 94, Utah 80; Dallas 114, Golden State 91; San Antonio
112, Phoenix 79; Portland 110, Denver 103; Philadelphia 110,
Sacramento 105.

Van Gaal back under
scrutiny as Swansea

visits Man United
MANCHESTER: It speaks volumes about Manchester United’s
current plight that a 0-0 draw at home against a team languish-
ing just above the Premier League’s relegation zone represents
an encouraging sign of progress.

That’s how far a mighty club has fallen, with the stalemate
with Chelsea on Monday appearing to give some breathing
space for under-pressure manager Louis van Gaal.

Lose to manager-less and relegation-threatened Swansea at
Old Trafford on Saturday, though, and United will put Van Gaal
even closer to the brink. The record 20-time English champions
are winless in their last eight games in all competitions, marking
their worst run of form since 1990, and have collected only
three points from their last six league games. Almost as worry-
ing for United is that the team has scored only one goal in its
last four home games.

Van Gaal may say he enjoys the backing of the United board,
and has backtracked on previous comments that he could quit
as manager, but there might be no way back if Swansea leaves
Old Trafford with three points.

Put simply, 2016 has to start better than 2015 ended for the
Dutchman. “If anything, we are all playing for our own futures
as well,” United defender Chris Smalling said, with the team
having fallen five places adrift of the Champions League places.

On paper, Swansea looks the ideal opponent for United to
get back to winning ways: No manager following Garry Monk’s
firing on Dec. 9, one place above the bottom three, only one
away win against last-place Aston Villa - this campaign. Yet the
Welsh club has won its last three games against United, all 2-1,
including a home-and-away league double last season.

What Van Gaal must ensure is that United plays the same
way as against Chelsea, when his players were more positive,
took more risks with their passing and looked to play more for-
ward.  United’s fans could see the team was trying and seemed
to warm to Van Gaal and his players.— AP


