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MELBOURNE: Having spent much of the home sum-
mer suffer ing “pad rash” from wait ing to bat ,
Australia all-rounder Mitchell Marsh has put the pent-
up energy to good use when thrown the ball.

With paceman Peter Siddle hampered by an ankle
injury, Marsh stepped up to take 4-61 to help close
out victory in the second test against West Indies on
Tuesday on a Melbourne Cricket Ground pitch offer-
ing little for bowlers.  High-fives from team mates
were no doubt plentiful in the dressing room, with
Marsh having played a big part in preventing them
all from having to come back on a fifth day to take
care of the West Indies tail.

His fast bowling colleagues and selectors will also
have been impressed with the 24-year-old’s pace.
The speed gun clocked some of his deliveries at over
140 kph.  Australia coach Darren Lehmann remarked
that Marsh could shape as a de facto third seamer for
the third and final test at the Sydney Cricket Ground
if selectors picked two spinners.  “It’s quite flattering
to hear that, but the biggest thing for me is just play-
ing my role,” Marsh told reporters in Melbourne.

“Over the last 18 months I’ve worked really hard
with (bowling coach) Craig McDermott to try and get
a few extra K’s (kph) on my bowling and certainly
over the last few months I’ve felt like I’m just getting
a bit faster and faster in every game that I play.

“Obviously the more I bowl the more I’m learning
about my body and how far I can go.

“Hopefully I’ve set the tone now for the rest of the
summer.”  Having succeeded Shane Watson as
Australia’s first-choice all-rounder, Marsh has been
more than just a handy option to tie up an end, tak-
ing wickets in all five tests of the home summer.
There have been leaner pickings with the bat, though
his chances to shine have been limited.

In the first test in Hobart, he waited an eternity for
West Indies’ bowlers to break a record 449-run stand
between Adam Voges and his brother Shaun Marsh
before getting his chance.  He then scored one run
before his captain Steve Smith declared.

Another declaration denied him a bat in the first
innings in Melbourne, though he scored an unbeaten
18 in the second after Smith generously promoted
him up the order.  “I’ve certainly had a bit of pad rash
the last couple of games but I play the game to enjoy
team success,” said Marsh.  “So if I get an opportunity
I’ll be able to take it in the next test but I don’t mind
if the blokes keep piling on the runs.” — Reuters

Smith, Ashwin 
take ICC honors

DUBAI: Australia captain Steve Smith and India offspinner
Ravichandran Ashwin have finished the year as the No. 1-
ranked batsman and bowler, respectively, in the International
Cricket Council test player rankings.

Smith, who last week was named ICC cricketer and test
player of the year, entered the Melbourne test against the
West Indies in fourth position.

But after scoring 134 not out and an unbeaten 70 in
Australia’s 177-run win over the West Indies, Smith moved
ahead of Kane Williamson of New Zealand, England’s Joe Root
and A.B. de Villiers of South Africa.

The ICC said Thursday that Ashwin, who started the year
ranked 15th, claimed the No. 1 bowling spot for the first time
in his career, taking a 2015-best 62 wickets in nine tests,
including seven five-wicket hauls. — AP

Marsh finds
pace to scratch
‘pad rash’ itch

NELSON: Tillakaratne Dilshan (R) of Sri Lanka plays a shot in front of New Zealand wicketkeeper Luke Ronchi during the
3rd One Day International cricket match between New Zealand and Sri Lanka at Saxton Oval in Nelson yesterday. — AFP 

Fiery net spell sees S Lanka 
turn tables on New Zealand

NELSON: A cracking 91 by Tillakaratne
Dilshan after a fiery net session set Sri
Lanka up for an eight-wicket victory
over New Zealand in Nelson yesterday
to keep their one-day series alive.

Sri Lanka knocked off their 277-run
target with 22 balls to spare in a remark-
able turnaround after being outplayed
in the first two matches.  In addition to
Dilshan’s heroics, Lahiru Thirimanne
cracked an unbeaten 87 and Danushka
Gunathilaka made 65.

Dinesh Chandimal was not out 27 at
the end as the match followed the same
formula as the first two where the team
that lost the toss batted second and
dominated.

Gunathilaka said it was a must-win
game and non-playing speedster
Suranga Lakmal sharpened the players
up when he hit several in the nets the
previous day. “That’s true, we talked
about that and how now we are okay,”
he said.  “Angelo (Mathews) and
(Milinda) Siriwardana were hit on the
head and Dilshan hit in the face. 

“We talked about how we have to be
positive and we can’t have negative
thoughts because certainly this New
Zealand side is a very strong side and
they are a very good bowling attack.”

New Zealand now lead the series 2-1
with two matches remaining.  Batting
first in the opening matches on faster
wickets in Christchurch, Dilshan,
Thirimanne and Gunathilaka posted a
total of 43 runs from their combined six
innings. But they were more at home on
the accommodating Saxton Oval where
Dilshan took 92 balls for his 91 and
stood in partnerships of 98 with
Gunathilaka and 111 with Thirimanne.
New Zealand strike bowlers Tim
Southee and Adam Milne were belted
out of the attack in five overs.

Doug Bracewell was brought on in
the sixth over to arrest the onslaught

only to have Gunathilaka smack his first
ball for six to bring up Sri Lanka’s 50.  It
was the introduction of New Zealand’s
fourth quick, Mitchell McClenaghan,
that snapped the opening stand when
Gunathilaka was caught by Ross Taylor
at first slip for 65.

ROLLICKING PERFORMANCE
Dilshan was run out when turned

back by Thirimanne when attempting a
difficult single.

In contrast to Sri Lanka’s rollicking
performance, the New Zealand innings
showed signs of rust after so few bats-
men had a chance to get in the middle
in the first two games.

Kane Williamson’s 59 was the only
score to better a half-century.
Williamson, deputising as captain in
place of the injured Brendon McCullum,
was dropped on 30 and added a further
29 runs before meekly yielding his wick-

et when he slapped a full toss from
Siriwardana to Dushmantha Chameera
at mid-on.  Chameera had an impressive
game, as did the other Sri Lankan novice
Jeffrey Vandersay.

In addition to the valuable catch to
remove Williamson, the 23-year-old
Chameera claimed the wickets of Martin
Guptill (30) and Henry Nicholls (20) and
ran out Mitchell Santner (38).

When New Zealand looked to be lin-
ing themselves up for a big score on a
wicket that suggested an innings of 300-
plus, Vandersay removed Tom Latham
for 42 and Ross Taylor without scoring in
three deliveries.  They were the first ODI
wickets for the 25-year-old leg-spinner
playing in his second international.

Bracewell’s career best 30 off 34 and
Southee’s 18 off four balls in the final
over gave the New Zealand innings a
late boost.  The fourth ODI is in Nelson
on Saturday.  —AFP

New Zealand

M. Guptill c Dilshan b Chameera 30 
T. Latham c Pradeep b Vandersay 42 
K. Williamson c Chameera b Siriwardana 59 
R. Taylor c Mathews b Vandersay 0 
H. Nicholls b Chameera 20
M. Santner runout Chameera 38 
L. Ronchi c Kapugedera b Pradeep 7 
D. Bracewell c sub (Senanayake) b Pradeep 30 
A. Milne not out 17
T. Southee not out 18
Extras (lb4, w10, nb1) 15 
Total (8 wickets, 50 overs) 276
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Guptill), 2-102 (Latham),
3-102 (Taylor),  4-143 (Nicholls),  5-163
(Williamson), 6-191 (Ronchi), 7-215 (Santner),
8-257 (Bracewell) 
Did not bat: M. McClenaghan 
Bowling: Pradeep 10-0-55-2 (w1), Chameera
10-0-38-2 (w1), Dilshan 8-1-43-0, Kulasekara 5-

0-31-0 (w4), Mathews 2-0-17-0 (w1),
Vandersay 10-1-55-2 (w3, nb1), Siriwardana 5-
0-33-1 
Sri Lanka 

D. Gunathilaka c Taylor b McClenaghan 65 
T. Dilshan run out Taylor/Ronchi 91
L. Thirimanne not out 87
D. Chandimal not out 27
Extras (w6, nb 1) 7 
Total (2 wickets; 46.2 overs) 277
Fall of wickets: 1-98 (Gunathilaka), 2-209
(Dilshan) 
Did not bat: A. Mathews, M. Siriwardana, C.
Kapugedera, N. Kulasekara, N. Pradeep, D.
Chameera, J. Vandersay. 
Bowling: Southee 6-0-44-0 (w3), Milne 6-0-50-
0 (w1), Bracewell 6.2-0-45-0 (w1),
McClenaghan 9-0-39-1 (nb1), Santner 10-0-59-
0, Williamson 8-0-38-0 (w1), Guptill 1-0-2-0
Result: Sri Lanka won by 8 wickets.

SCOREBOARD

NELSON, New Zealand: Completed scoreboard in the third ODI between New Zealand and Sri
Lanka in Nelson yesterday:


