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LOS ANGELES: Left-hander Scott Kazmir
agreed to a three-year, $48 million contract
with the Los Angeles Dodgers on
Wednesday. The three-time All-Star was
among the top names left on the free-agent
market after revitalizing his career over the
past three seasons with the Cleveland
Indians, Oakland Athletics, and Houston
Astros. He ranked fourth in the American
League with a 3.10 ERA last year while going
7-11 for the Athletics and the Astros.

Kazmir hailed the deal in a post on his
Twitter account: “What a great day to official-
ly be a Dodger!” He also wished a happy 80th
birthday to Dodgers Hall of Famer Sandy
Koufax, whom he called “my lefty idol.”

Kazmir’s deal includes an opt-out clause
after the first year, but his arrival is a high-
light in an unusual offseason for the
Dodgers, whose fans are still sore about los-
ing superstar right-hander Zack Greinke in
free agency to Arizona.

Los Angeles also declined to close a deal
with right-hander Hisashi Iwakuma, who re-
signed with Seattle, and backed out of a
trade for Cincinnati closer Aroldis Chapman
after learning the Cuban had been investi-
gated over an accusation of domestic vio-
lence. Kazmir is headed to the National
League for the first time in his six-team, 11-
year Major League Baseball career. After
deciding not to make a major offseason
splash with their ample cash, the three-time

defending NL West champion Dodgers have
assembled a potential opening day rotation
featuring five left-handers: Clayton Kershaw,
Kazmir, Brett Anderson, Hyun-Jin Ryu and
Alex Wood.

Right-hander Brandon McCarthy also is
expected to return next year after elbow liga-
ment replacement surgery. He greeted yet
another lefty’s arrival on Twitter with his typi-
cal dry wit: “This is blatant handism and I’m
filing a hostile workplace grievance.” —AP
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CHARLOTTE: Head coach Dan Mullen and the Mississippi State Bulldogs celebrate with the trophy after a win over the
North Carolina State Wolfpack during the Belk Bowl at Bank of America Stadium on December 30, 2015 in Charlotte,
North Carolina. Mississippi State won 51-28. — AFP

Prescott, Mississippi State top 
NC State 51-28 in Belk Bowl

CHARLOTTE:  Dak Prescott was deter-
mined to put an exclamation point on his
impressive career at Mississippi State. He
did just that Wednesday.

Prescott threw for a Belk Bowl-record
380 yards and four touchdowns on a rain-
soaked field in Mississippi State’s 51-28
victory over North Carolina State.

“I wanted to make sure the last time I
was wearing maroon and white that peo-
ple remember me as a winner,” Prescott
said.

Selected the game MVP, Prescott com-
pleted 25 of 42 passes and ran for 47 yards
joining Colin Kaepernick, Tim Tebow, Dan
LeFevour as the only players in FBS history
to throw for 9,000 yards and run for 2,500
yards in their career. “There aren’t words
to describe what he has done for this pro-
gram,” Mississippi State coach Dan Mullen
said. “He has taken a university and a foot-
ball program and changed the way people
think about it. That’s pretty unique. I’ve
coached a lot of good football players, and
I hate comparing guys, but he could very
easily be the best guy I’ve ever coached.”
That’s some high praise from Mullen, who
was Tebow’s offensive coordinator at
Florida. Prescott threw two touchdown
passes to Brandon Holloway in the second
half to break it open for the Bulldogs, who

finished the season 9-4 after being picked
to finish last in the SEC West in the presea-
son poll. Wide receiver Fred Ross had sev-
en catches for 74 yards and a touchdown
and scored on a 33-yard reverse.
De’Runnya Wilson added five catches for
96 yards and a touchdown to help the
Bulldogs break the Belk Bowl scoring
record.

North Carolina State’s Jacoby Brissett
threw for one score and ran for another,
but had two early interceptions that led to
Mississippi State’s first 14 points. Brissett
had only thrown four interceptions all sea-
son coming into the game.

TURNOVER MARGIN
“I thought going into the game the

turnover margin would be in our advan-
tage,” said Wolfpack coach Dave Doeren.
“But turning our twice in the first quarter
flipped what we thought would be our
strength.”

The Bulldogs led 31-14 at the half
before Prescott put the game away.

He lobbed his third TD pass of the
game to Holloway over a blitzing defense
to put the  Bulldogs up 37-21 late in the
third quarter. The senior quarterback hit
Holloway in stride on a go route along the
right sideline for a 55-yard touchdown in

the fourth quarter. Holloway finished with
78 yards on four catches. Mississippi
State’s defense set the tone early. On the
first play from scrimmage, defensive end
Jonathan Calvin hit Brissett as he released
the ball and linebacker Gerri Green came
up with the diving interception on the
slick field at the Wolfpack 26. Five plays
later, Ross hauled in a pass from Prescott
in the left flat, turned up the left sideline
and raced 14 yards for a score.

Brissett had another pass picked off lat-
er in the first quarter and Prescott capital-
ized by finding Wilson for a 28-yard scor-
ing strike. Mississippi State made it 21-0
when Ross scored on a 33-yard reverse.

“We can’t do that to start the game,”
Brissett said. Added Doeren: “The two
picks were not normal for him. ... We had
some guys open and he didn’t have a
chance to find them. They did a good job
pressuring him and we didn’t do a very
good job protecting him at times.”

Brissett did battle back. He hooked up
with former defensive end Pharoah
McKever on an 82-yard scoring strike on a
blown coverage to get NC State on the
board, and Jaylen Samuels raced 46 yards
for a touchdown to trim the lead to seven.
But that was as close as the Wolfpack
would get.—AP

Uchiyama fends
off challenge
to WBA title

TOKYO: Undefeated champion Takashi Uchiyama of Japan yes-
terday successfully defended his World Boxing Association super
featherweight title for the 11th time, beating Nicaraguan Oliver
Flores with a technical knockout.

Uchiyama (24-0-1, 20 knockouts) went into the New Year’s Eve
bout clearly at ease against his challenger, 24. Victory for the vet-
eran Japanese titleholder, 36, came quickly-one minute and 47
seconds into the third round-when a single left body blow put
the Nicaraguan fighter flat on the canvas.

It was a technical knockout as Flores (27-2-2, 17 knockouts)
was declared no longer capable of continuing to fight before the
end of the count. 

“I am in very good condition,” Uchiyama said after the bout. “I
tried to take it easy in the first few rounds.” The headline bout
was part of a WBA doubleheader at Ota Ward General
Gymnasium in Tokyo. Meanwhile,  Filipino boxing icon Manny
Pacquiao will return to the ring on April 9 in Las Vegas to take on
Timothy Bradley for a third time, promoter Bob Arum said
Wednesday. Top Rank promotions chief Arum confirmed to AFP
that the bout was slated for the MGM Grand.

While Pacquiao has spoken this year of retiring after an April
bout to pursue his political career, Arum said he would not mar-
ket the bout as Pacquiao’s last. “I’m not certain it is his last fight,”
Arum said. “It may well be his last fight, it may not be his last
fight. You cannot in good conscience sell it that way.”

A congressman since 2010, Pacquiao announced in October
that he would seek a seat in the Philippines senate in 2016.

The 37-year-old, who owns a record of 57-6-2 with 38 knock-
outs, hasn’t fought since a May 2 unanimous decision loss to
unbeaten Floyd Mayweather in their long-awaited bout that
shattered revenue records for the sport, generating some 4.5 mil-
lion pay-per-view purchases and $600 million in gross revenue. 

Pacquiao aggravated a shoulder injury in the Mayweather
bout and underwent surgery five days later. This week in a ques-
tion and answer with fans on his Facebook page Pacquiao said
his shoulder was “100 percent”. Arum, too, said the shoulder
“seems to be 100 percent”. “He’s playing basketball with it, scuba
diving with it,” Arum said. Although not all the paperwork has
been finalized, Arum said there were no obstacles to the fight
taking place, with major terms such as guaranteed money and
the purse split decided.—Agencies

TOKYO: Nicaraguan challenger Oliver Flores, right, sends
a left to Japanese champion Takashi Uchiyama in the first
round of their WBA world super featherweight boxing
title match in Tokyo, yesterday. Uchiyama defended his
title with a technical knockout in the third round. — AP


