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LONDON:  Legendary jump jockey Tony
McCoy was awarded a knighthood in the
New Year Honours List out Wednesday, in
which British sports stars including Chris
Froome were recognised for their achieve-
ments.

Two-time Tour de France winner
Froome, 1964 Formula One world champi-
on John Surtees and five-time world
snooker champion Ronnie O’Sullivan were
among those honoured.

Stars from football, tennis and boxing
were among those made commanders
(CBE), officers (OBE) or regular members
(MBE) of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, an order of chivalry.

McCoy, who becomes entitled to use
the prefix Sir, rode 4,358 winners in his
extraordinary career. The 41-year-old
retired from racing in April after being
crowned British jump racing champion
jockey for a 20th consecutive year.  “It is
an unbelievable privilege and honour to
receive a knighthood in the New Year
Honours List. I certainly wasn’t expecting
it,” the Northern Irishman said.

“I consider myself lucky to have had a
job I loved.  “The support from the public
and racing community since my retire-
ment has been overwhelming.

“A knighthood really tops off what’s
been a crazy and memorable year.” Tour
de France defending champion Froome
said he was “extremely humbled and
proud” to be made an OBE after he
became the first Briton to win cycling’s
premier road race on two occasions with
his victory in July.  O’Sullivan, 40, arguably
the most naturally-gifted snooker player
of all time, was recognised with the OBE.

He won the 2001, 2004, 2008, 2012 and
2013 world crowns.  Last year he said he
did not feel he had done anything to merit
an honour, only snooker titles.

“It came as a great surprise to receive
my OBE,” he said.  “I am extremely grateful
for this recognition which is a great hon-
our and has made both myself and my
family very proud.”

DENIS LAW CBE 
Surtees, the only man to win world

titles on two and four wheels, has been
awarded a CBE in recognition of his servic-
es to motor sport.  The 81-year-old won
seven world motorcycling championships
between 1956 and 1960, before switching
to car racing, winning the Formula One
world title with Ferrari in 1963.

From the world of football, Denis Law,
a star of the 1960s Manchester United
teams and Scotland’s joint-top scorer with
30 goals, was awarded the CBE.  Francis
Lee, who won the league title with
Manchester City in 1968 and was the club
chairman in the 1990s, was also made a
CBE.  England’s women footballers fin-
ished third at the World Cup in Canada
earlier this year and captain Steph
Houghton was made an MBE along with
veteran midfielder Fara Williams.

Sue Barker, who won the 1976 French

Open tennis title and is now one of BBC
television’s main sports presenters, was
made an OBE.  Carl Frampton, the IBF
super-bantamweight champion, was
awarded the MBE.  “I am happy and proud,
and I am pleased that my sport of profes-
sional boxing has got some recognition,”
he said.

Tracey Neville, the England women’s
netball team coach, was awarded an MBE.
She is the sister of former Manchester
United and England footballers Gary and
Phil Neville. — AFP

Bears great Doug

Atkins dies at 85

LOS ANGELES: Hall of Famer Doug Atkins, an imposing
pass rusher who inspired fear in opposing offenses for 17
NFL seasons, most notably with the Chicago Bears, died
on Wednesday at the age of 85.  “Doug Atkins is an all-
time great who will be remembered as one of the pillars
of the 1963 championship Bears,” Bears chairman George
H. McCaskey said in a statement after the Hall of Fame
confirmed that Atkins died in Knoxville, Tennessee. “He
had a freakish combination of size and athletic ability and
was as tough as anyone who ever stepped on a football
field.” 

At 6-feet-8-inches, Atkins was a towering figure among
his contemporaries on the field from the early 1950s to
the late 1960s.  When he played, quarterback sacks were
not yet an official statistic, but Atkins once reckoned that
in a few of his 12 seasons with the Bears he might have
had as many as 25 — which would be an NFL record
today.  He won an NFL championship with the Cleveland
Browns in 1954 and in 1963 with Chicago, where he
starred for 12 seasons before ending his career with the
expansion New Orleans Saints.

He helped the University of Tennessee to a national
collegiate title in 1951. While at the university in his home
state he also played basketball and won a regional high
jump title. Among his trademark moves was leaping over
offensive linemen to get to the opposing quarterback.

Former Minnesota Vikings quarterback Fran Tarkenton
called Atkins a “physical marvel of our era” while he was
once described in an NFL Films production as “a storm
blowing over a Kansas farm house ... All you could do was
tie down what you could and hope he didn’t take the
roof.”

“Doug was a big, tough man whose extraordinary
greatness dominated the field of play during a legendary
17-year career that earned him a bronzed bust in Canton,”
Hall of Fame President David Baker said. “He also pos-
sessed a tender heart and always epitomized with grace
the many values he learned from the game such as dedi-
cation, teamwork, commitment and respect.” — AFP

ABU DHABI: Stan Wawrinka has won
more Grand Slams than Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal combined over the
past two seasons but the Swiss world
number four insists that adding to his
Major tally is a goal that is “too far
away”.

Wawrinka, who handed Novak
Djokovic his only Grand Slam defeat in
2015 by stunning the world number
one in the French Open final, will kick
off his season in Abu Dhabi at the six-
player exhibition Mubadala World
Tennis Championship on Friday, but
said winning a third career Major was

not on his list of goals for 2016.
“It’s been only two years and a half,

three years that I’m back in the top 10,
that I’m in the top five. Yes I know I won
two Grand Slams in two years but it’s
still something incredible for me, some-
thing not normal, so it’s tough for me to
put a goal to win a Grand Slam again,”
Wawrinka, 30, told reporters in Abu
Dhabi yesterday. “I know how difficult it
is, I know the challenge is big. That’s
why it’s not my goal. It’s too far away to
put that as a goal. My goal is to give me
the chance to be at my top in Grand
Slams and then I know I can beat the

top guys.  But for that you need to do all
the right things during the year.”

Wawrinka spent his off season train-
ing in Geneva, where he says he worked
hard on his body and his tennis, and will
officially inaugurate his ATP season in
Chennai next week, where he targets a
fourth title there. He remains Swiss
number two, behind his third-ranked
compatriot Federer, who at 34 is still in
peak shape, having made two Grand
Slam finals in 2015.

Asked if he sees himself competing
at the top level of the sport well into his
30s like Federer, Wawrinka said:

“Hopefully yes, hopefully I can play for
many more years. But again, I’m going
to try to play as much as I can that’s for
sure. Where I’ll be in a few years, which
ranking, what level? I really don’t know. I
will always push myself to be at my top
and we’ll see where it will be.”

On whether he’ll be teaming up
with Federer at the Rio 2016 Olympics
in doubles - they won gold together in
Beijing 2008 - Wawrinka added: “We
don’t know yet. We haven’t decided.
We have to talk about the beginning of
the year and see what we’re going to
do.” — AFP

Targeting third Grand Slam win off Wawrinka’s radar

ESHER: A file picture taken on April 25, 2015, shows jockey Tony McCoy hold-
ing the jockey championship cup presented to him on his retirement at
Sandown Park Racecourse in Esher, southern England. Legendary jump jockey
Tony McCoy was awarded a knighthood in the New Year Honours List out
Wednesday, in which British sports stars including Chris Froome were recog-
nised for their achievements. — AFP 
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