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TOKYO: A Japanese research team has been
granted the right to name new element 113,
the first on the periodic table to be named by
Asian scientists, the team’s institute said yes-
terday.

Japan’s Riken Institute said a team led by
Kosuke Morita was awarded the rights from
global scientific bodies-the International
Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC)
and the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics (IUPAP) — after successfully
creating the new synthetic element three
times from 2004 to 2012. It is the first element
on the periodic table to be discovered and
named by Asian scientists, Riken said.

Synthetic elements do not occur natural-

ly on Earth and are produced artificially
through experiments. “IUPAC has announced
that Morita’s group will be given priority for
the discovery of the new element, a privilege
that includes the right to propose a name for
it,” Riken said in a statement.

Morita, a professor at Japan’s Kyushu
University, was informed via a letter from
IUPAC yesterday, Riken said. A release on
IUPAC’s website confirmed the accomplish-
ment. “Several studies published from 2004 to
2012 have been construed as sufficient to rati-
fy the discovery and priority,” it said.

The name has yet to be decided, but Riken
said that Morita will propose one in 2016.

“I feel grateful that the name will be

included in the table for the first time after this
recognition,” Morita said at a press confer-
ence. The naming right topped the evening
news bulletin on public broadcaster NHK tele-
vision. Japan has a proud research tradition
and its citizens have won about 20 Nobel
prizes in science and medicine, including two
in 2015.  The naming right is good news for
Riken, which last year was embroiled in scan-
dal after it had to withdraw what was once
billed as a scientific breakthrough in stem cell
reproduction by a young researcher.

IUPAC also said that Russian and US scien-
tists working together had won the naming
rights for three other elements — 115, 117
and 118. — AFP

WAKO: Kosuke Morita, the leader of the Riken team,
smiles as he points to a board displaying the new atomic
element 113 during a press conference in Wako,
Saitama prefecture yesterday. — AFP
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WAKO: Kosuke Morita (second left), of Riken Nishina Center for
Accelerator-Based Science speaks in Wako. A team of Japanese
scientists have met the criteria for naming a new element, the
synthetic highly radioactive element 113, more than a dozen
years after they began working to create it. — AFP

Alaska’s Inuit link
steady food supply to
environment health

ANCHORAGE, Alaska: Alaska Inuit hunter John Goodwin for decades
has hunted oogruk, the bearded seal, a marine mammal prized for its
meat, oil and hide.

The largest of Alaska’s ice seals uses sea ice to rest and birth pups,
and after the long winter, when ice breaks into floes, there’s a window
of opportunity for Goodwin to leave his home in Kotzebue and motor
his boat between ice panels, shoot seals and butcher them before they
migrate north through the Bering Strait. A hunting season that used to
last weeks, however, has shrunk. Ice that formerly froze 5-feet thick or
more is a fraction of that. Ice disappears quickly, and so do the seals.

“As soon as the sun comes out, it starts melting, or we have a heavy
rain,” Goodwin said. “Basically, it’s the rain that deteriorates the ice real
quick. We don’t have enough time to hunt.”

The environment is changing and the Inuit, who consider them-
selves a part of it, want measures taken to protect their culture. A report
issued this month by the Inuit Circumpolar Council-Alaska, which advo-
cates for Inuit coast villages from southwest to north Alaska, calls for
policies that protect Inuit traditional food and the Arctic environment
that produces it.

“When we say food security, it has to do with the health of all of it,”
said Carolina Behe, the organization’s indigenous knowledge and sci-
ence adviser. More than 90 percent of the food purchased with cash in
Alaska comes in from elsewhere and a reliable food supply in more
urban communities like Anchorage means affordable prices and unin-
terrupted service on groceries shipped north by barge or jet.

Survival and identity
For the Inuit, who have survived for thousands of years in one of the

harshest climates on Earth, food is the connection between the past
and today’s culture, according to the report.

Food is survival and identity. Over millennia, the capturing of cari-
bou or seals, the gathering of salmonberries, how they were processed,
stored and shared was incorporated into art, storytelling, dance, drum-
ming, education and language. “Our traditional foods are much more
than calories or nutrients; they are a lifeline throughout our culture and
reflect the health of the entire Arctic ecosystem,” report authors said.

As changes arose, Inuit leaders began talking at public forums
about food. Their concept of secure food differed from the concept
held by people in academia and government, who spoke of nutritional
value and purchasing power. “They were talking two different lan-
guages,” Behe said. — AP


