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The Children’s Crusade
Ann Packer

Look at one in a certain way, and a family is not just a col-
lection of related people but a kind of machine, one
where each person serves as an interlocking gear, and

one where a single broken piece can make the whole thing
seize up. Ann Packer’s lovely and quietly devastating The
Children’s Crusade examines such a broken machine, piece
by piece, with thoughtful and sympathetic chapters dedicat-
ed to each member of a troubled family at different moments
in his or her life. Packer probes so gently as she pulls back
each layer of dysfunction that it’s easy to miss how surely
she’s laying the groundwork for her powerfully emotional
denouncement. Some great books announce their greatness
immediately; this one sneaks up on you. [Ryan Vlastelica]

The Folded Clock: A Diary
Heidi Julavits

The Folded Clock is more than the sum of its parts. It
reads as a diary-each short section headed with a
date (day and month but no year) and each begin-

ning with the word “today”: “Today I was stung by a
wasp,” “Today I ordered 10 toy stethoscopes from a party
supply company,” “Today I trespassed at twilight.” But the
entries are not in any particular order and each tran-
scends its diary-like format to become something of an
essay. In these meditations, Heidi Julavits reflects on sub-
jects as varied as depression, modern art, bath salts,
desire, and The Bachelorette. Read together they become
a window into Julavits’ thoughtful and thought-provok-
ing mind, a mind you will want to spend time with for a
long series of “todays.” [Randon Billings Noble]

Made To Kill
Adam Christopher

The year is 1965. The city is Los Angeles. President
John F. Kennedy is still alive and well, but other than
that, America looks quite similar to how history

remembers it-oh, except for the robots. In Made To Kill,
the first installment of a trilogy by Adam Christopher, a
failed attempt in the ‘50s to convert the United States to a
robot labor force failed, leaving Raymond Electromatic as
the last robot in the country. Installed in a Hollywood
office as a private investigator (with no qualms about tak-
ing a hit job here and there), Ray becomes embroiled in a
wonderfully outrageous plot by Soviet agents, all while
trying plumb the secrets of his own creation. It’s 50 per-
cent hardboiled, 50 percent science fiction, and 100 per-
cent retro-pulp spectacle. And in Ray, Christopher has cre-
ated a mysterious, sympathetic antihero cast in titanium
and steel. [Jason Heller]

The Girl On The Train
Paula Hawkins

Paula Hawkins certainly doesn’t need our help promoting
her latest book, the psychological thriller The Girl On The
Train. After a seemingly unceasing tidal wave of positive

reviews and press, the novel about an alcoholic divorcÈe try-
ing to make sense of the events unfolding in a house near her
old residence has become the kind of cultural juggernaut that
makes all those Gone Girl comparisons a bit of a self-fulfilling
prophecy. Her protagonist’s penchant for day-drinking and
blacking out makes for an interesting angle on the old miss-
ing-woman scenario, and the seat-of-her-pants gumshoe
work is delivered in taut prose and at breakneck speed. But
there’s one thing that doesn’t change, even after more than
6.5 million copies have been sold worldwide, and the movie
version starring Justin Theroux and Emily Blunt began produc-
tion: It’s a gripping mystery and a damn good book. Just make
sure you buy the right version. [Alex McCown]

The Good, The Bad, And The Furry
Tom Cox

Tom Cox writes absurdly charming books, essays, and
tweets, and his latest volume to make its way Stateside is a
delightful examination of life, cats, and life with cats. Cox
delves into the deceptively simple topic of cats to expose
deep truths on relationships and death: Don’t let the
reductive “cat book” subject matter and the author’s siz-
able Twitter following trick you into not taking this book
seriously. Cox writes sensitively about the end of his mar-
riage and the beginning of a new relationship, rural
English living, and a cross-country move. His many cats
become distinct personalities, and anyone who’s loved a
pet can empathize with the deeply felt portraits he draws
of each. It’s one of the most heartwarming books of the
year. [Caitlin PenzeyMoog]  (www.avclub.com) 

A Head Full Of Ghosts
Paul Tremblay

Tales of demonic possession have been a staple of
horror fiction since Ray Russell’s 1962 novel The Case
Against Satan (reissued by Penguin Classics this

year) and William Peter Blatty’s 1971 novel The Exorcist.
But Paul Tremblay takes the possession story to new
dimensions with his latest book, A Head Full Of Ghosts.
Set in suburban Massachusetts 15 years after a family’s
alleged possession ordeal was captured by a reality show,
Tremblay’s intricate, dizzying thriller weaves commentary
about social media, blogging, and pop-culture obsession
in the internet age into a jaw-dropping reinvention of
familiar tropes. And beneath the complexity and exquisite
construction is a nerve-shredding odyssey into darkness
whose ending will chill the heart. [Jason Heller]


