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‘Wench Lives Matter’ 
During the 2015 parade, controversy flared anew when a

member of the Wench-Brigades, a group dedicated to mocking
current events, carried a sign reading “Wench Lives Matter,” a
satiric reference to the “Black Lives Matter” movement.  The inci-
dent led parade leaders and city officials to try to broaden the
scope of the event. “Everybody wants the parade to grow and
progress and to be bigger and better than ever going forward.
We want to embrace diversity with the parade and for the full
spectrum of Philadelphians to be involved,” said George Badey, a
spokesman for the Mummers.

Mark Montanaro, a long-time Mummer and a volunteer cura-

tor at the Mummers Museum, runs his own comic group made up
primarily by members of his family He says that the parade is sim-
ply misunderstood by newcomers to the city. “Mummery has nev-
er excluded anybody. It’s a people parade. It’s done by the peo-
ple. It’s working class people getting together and enjoying
themselves,” Montanaro said.

Engaard helped to facilitate a series of meetings and work-
shops that many believe were the catalyst for constructive dia-
logue around the issues facing the parade. He connected with
members of the San Mateo Carnavalero, whose costumes are still
largely handmade in Huejotzingo in central Mexico, and invited
them to join him in the parade.  The group was keen to take part,

and later was asked by the city to be the headliners. An African-
American drill team, Second 2 None, and a Puerto Rican perform-
ance group, Los Bomberos de la Calle, will also march.

“Being part of the Mummers parade, something that’s been
going on in the city for over one hundred years-it makes us feel
like we belong to a place,” said Susana Pimentel, a spokeswoman
for the San Mateo Carnavalero. “Immigrants come to get a better
life and to share traditions and cultures, and if they can mix and
be part of a city, why not?” Pimentel said. “It’s what Philadelphia is
all about. It’s about welcoming whoever is from another place-it’s
the City of Brotherly Love.” — AFP

Members of the ‘Sometimes Mummers’ group rehearse ahead of the 2016 Mummers parade. Mark Montanaro, captain of the “Sometimes Mummers,” and museum coordinator, poses in
front of the Mummers Museum.

Mark Montanaro, captain of the “Sometimes Mummers,” and museum coordinator, displays
part of a Mummers costume.

David Pina, President of the San Mateo Carnavalero poses for a photo.

Mark Montanaro, captain of the “Sometimes Mummers,” spray paints parts of a Mummers
costume.

David Pina, President of the San Mateo Carnavalero, displays parts of a costume ahead of the
2016 Mummers Parade.


