
NEW DELHI: An India traffic policeman stands at a traffic intersection in New Delhi yesterday. Millions of Delhi residents will have to
find alternative ways to work from January 1, 2016, when authorities impose draconian restrictions on cars to try to clean up the
world’s most polluted capital. Private cars will be banned from the roads on alternate days, apart some exceptions such as those
that run on CNG, from January 1 as part of a slew of measures aimed at reducing smog levels that include shutting some coal-fired
power plants and vacuuming roads to reduce dust. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: An Air India plane flying to
London was forced to return to Mumbai
after passengers spotted a rat on board,
the airline said yesterday. Though the rat
was not found, the pilot returned to
Mumbai on Wednesday keeping passen-
ger safety in mind, Air India said in a state-
ment.

Passengers were later flown by a sepa-
rate aircraft to London. The aircraft would
be fumigated and checked before it is
returned to service. Maintenance workers

would have to make sure that the rat did
not damage equipment or chew any wires
and the plane is certified to be rodent-
free, an airline official said. India’s cash-
strapped national carrier had two other
mishaps the same day. An Air India pilot
aborted takeoff from a northern Indian
city after a stray dog ran onto the runway
as the plane was taxiing. An official at the
airport in Amritsar said the pilot spotted
the dog running onto the path of the front
wheels of the plane. He applied the emer-

gency brakes and returned the aircraft to
its parking bay. 

All  171 passengers and crew later
boarded the same plane which took off for
London. In another incident, an Air India
plane from Mumbai was hit by a catering
van at the Newark, New Jersey, airport in
the United States. Two weeks ago, an Air
India technician was sucked into an air-
craft engine and killed at Mumbai airport
in what aviation experts described as a
“freak accident.” — AFP 
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Modi hits out at oppn 
over stalled reforms

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi hit out at
the main opposition Congress party yesterday, accusing it of
“disrupting” parliament and stalling key reforms aimed at lift-
ing millions out of poverty. Modi’s government enjoys a com-
fortable majority in the lower house of parliament but needs
opposition support to push through laws in the upper house,
where it doesn’t have the numbers. 

Raucous scenes during the most recent parliamentary ses-
sion saw heckling and rowdy protests from opposition law-
makers prevent the passage of several pieces of legislation.
Stalled bills include a key national goods and services tax-
which the Congress party had supported when in power-and a
proposed bankruptcy law.  “Our government is trying to take
steps for the poor. There are many old, outdated laws and
many new laws are needed,” Modi told thousands attending a
public rally in Noida on the outskirts of New Delhi. 

“But it is our misfortune that the Indian parliament, where
laws are made, is not being allowed to function,” he added.
India’s parliament is notoriously rowdy, and the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) employed similar tactics to disrupt
the former government before coming to power last year.
Modi had taken a conciliatory stance during the last parlia-
ment session, hoping to win the opposition’s support for his
government’s reforms.  But yesterday he went on the offen-
sive, urging Congress to demonstrate “responsibility towards
the people,” who elected them as lawmakers in the world’s
largest democracy.

“Those who have been rejected by the people... are not
allowing the parliament to function,” he said. “(They) have a
responsibility to not put their political interests before national
interests,” Modi said, referring to Congress. He asked the party
to make a new year’s resolution “to not disrupt the parlia-
ment”. In August more than 20,000 Indians including promi-
nent business leaders signed an online petition urging law-
makers to end weeks of rowdy protests that had paralyzed
parliament.

Congress, the party of the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty, slumped
to its worst-ever performance last May as the BJP stormed to
office with the strongest mandate in three decades. Figures
released this November show India’s economy grew by 7.4
percent year-on-year in the last quarter, outperforming China.
The government says that another wave of legislative reforms
are urgently needed to push for an even higher growth rate in
the country. — AFP NEW DELHI: In this May 18, 2012 file photo, Air India planes are parked on the tarmac at the Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi

International Airport. — AP 


