
CHICAGO: Soldiers and volunteers packed
sand bags Wednesday in a frantic effort to
stave off floodwaters in the US state of
Missouri, where 13 people have been killed
and several towns have been engulfed.

The Mississippi River is already more than
14 feet above flood stage in some areas and
is forecast to rise another eight feet before
cresting today, according to the National
Weather Service. “We’ve never seen water
this high,” Missouri Governor Jay Nixon told
CNN. 

“We’re in a massive flood fight.”
Don Smith, the mayor of Rockaway

Beach, a small resort town in the southern
part of the state, calling the flooding
“absolutely devastating” and pleaded for
help. “I don’t even know how we’re going to
deal with the clean-up,” Smith told CNN.
“One of the business owners has an antique
shop: there were minnows inside.” The
images shown by local media were dramatic.

Muddy water inundated homes and
businesses nearly to the rooftops. Hundreds
of volunteers formed human chains to
spread sandbags on levees before the rapid-
ly rising water could overflow them. A man
and his dog were rescued by boat from the

roof of a home that was almost completely
submerged near the Missouri town of
Eureka. Another man was towed out of the
floodwaters with his legs dangling out the
back window of his pickup. Nixon urged resi-
dents to stay out of the frigid and fast-mov-
ing waters. 

Most of the 13 victims in Missouri died
when their cars were swept away. “It’s cold,”
the governor said. “It’s dangerous.” The
United States has been hit by a wave of wild
weather-tornadoes, floods and rain-that has
claimed at least 51 lives in the past week and
stranded millions trying to get home after
the Christmas holiday.

Rising Mississippi 
So far, the flooding in Missouri has only

affected small towns and rural areas. But the
Mississippi is forecast to approach or even
exceed record highs in the heavily-populat-
ed St Louis area on Thursday, and Nixon said
he is “very concerned” about the safety of
residents there. “You don’t know where that
water is going to go,” he said. It could take
about a week for the river to drop back
down below flood level, the weather service
forecast. 

The flooding began last week after a

massive storm system dumped as much as
10 inches (25 centimeters) of rain in some
parts of the state. Nixon declared a state of
emergency on Sunday and called in the
National Guard Tuesday to help local offi-
cials deal with the rare winter flooding-the
result of a monster storm system that also
unleashed tornadoes and freezing rain.

Neighboring Illinois has also been hard-
hit. The storm claimed the lives of five peo-
ple swept away while driving on a flooded
roadway, and a state of emergency was
declared in seven counties. The wild winter
weather has killed 11 people in Texas, 11
people in Mississippi and six in Tennessee.
Alabama and Arkansas each reported two
storm-related deaths while Georgia blamed
one death on the nasty weather. 

More misery came Wednesday as heavy
rain led to renewed flash flood warnings in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North and South
Carolina and West Virginia. “Numerous
roads, bridges, and underpasses are being
threatened by heavy rain and rapidly rising
streams and creeks,” the weather service
warned. Flooding was also reported in
Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Indiana and Ohio. — AFP 

US volunteers fighting 
against record floods

Wave of wild weather continues
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TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolutionary Guards yes-
terday denied that its naval forces had test-
fired rockets close to a US aircraft carrier in
the strategically important Strait of Hormuz.
The Guards naval unit is responsible for
securing Iranian interests in the Strait, a vital
waterway for a large proportion of the
world’s oil, regularly patrolling the area and
conducting exercises.

“The Guards’ naval force had no exercise
in the past week when the Americans claim
that a missile or rocket was fired in the
Hormuz Strait area,” said spokesman
General Ramezan Sharif. A US military offi-
cial previously said an Iranian vessel had

test-fired several rockets near three Western
warships including the USS Harry S Truman
aircraft carrier on December 26. A French
frigate and the USS Bulkeley destroyer were
also in the area.

Though the rockets were not fired
toward any warship their proximity to the
foreign vessels-and several commercial
ships-was “highly provocative”, said the offi-
cial, who was not authorized to be named.
Sharif, however, accused the United States
of lying about the incident-which reported-
ly occurred after Iranian naval forces
announced via radio that the test-firing was
to begin.

“Publishing such lies in the current situa-
tion is more a psychological operation,”
Sharif said on the Guards’ official website.
“The security and peace of the Gulf is of seri-
ous strategic importance to Iran. The
Guards conduct exercises to increase our
required preparedness at due times, based
on our own schedule.”

New sanctions planned 
The alleged incident comes after Iran

and world powers led by the United States
agreed a landmark deal to limit the Islamic
republic’s nuclear program in exchange for
lifting economic sanctions. While heralded

by moderates, such as Iran’s President
Hassan Rouhani, hardliners in Tehran have
denounced the agreement as being against
national interests.

Since the deal was struck on July 14 — it
is yet to be implemented-Iran has conduct-
ed missile tests criticized by the US and also
aired footage on state television of an
underground missile base. On Wednesday,
the Wall Street Journal reported that the US
was preparing fresh sanctions against com-
panies and individuals in Iran, Hong Kong
and the United Arab Emirates over alleged
links to the Islamic republic’s ballistic missile
program. — AFP 

Iran denies rockets fired near US carrier

ST LOUIS COUNTY: People look at floodwater from the Meramec River at the intersection of I-44 and Highway 141. — AP

AP-NORC Poll: Online 
surveillance is OK 

WASHINGTON: A majority of Americans say they support warrantless
government surveillance of the Internet communications of US citi-
zens, according to a new poll by The Associated Press and the NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research. It’s at least somewhat important for
the government to sacrifice freedoms to ensure safety, most say in
the survey. Here are some things to know about public opinion on
civil liberties from the AP-NORC poll:

Most support warrantless surveillance
According to the new poll, 56 percent of Americans favor and 28

percent oppose the ability of the government to conduct surveillance
on Internet communications without needing to get a warrant. That
includes such surveillance on US citizens. Majorities both of
Republicans (67 percent) and Democrats (55 percent) favor govern-
ment surveillance of Americans’ Internet activities to watch for suspi-
cious activity that might be connected to terrorism. Independents are
more divided, with 40 percent in favor and 35 percent opposed. Only
a third of Americans under 30, but nearly two-thirds 30 and older,
support warrantless surveillance.

The poll finds that for most Americans, safety concerns trump civil
liberties at least some of the time. More than half - 54 percent - say it’s
sometimes necessary for the government to sacrifice freedoms to
fight terrorism, while 45 percent think that’s not necessary. On a more
general level, 42 percent say it’s more important for the government
to ensure Americans’ safety than to protect citizens’ rights, while 27
percent think rights are more important and 31 percent rate both
equally.

Terrorism concerns rising
Concerns about terrorism have risen since 2013. In the latest poll,

nearly 6 in 10 Americans say they are at least somewhat concerned
that they or their family might be victims of a terrorist attack, after just
3 in 10 said so two years ago. Six in 10 Americans now think that the
recent attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, California, indicate an
increased risk of attacks against Western countries, while 37 percent
think the risk is about the same as it was before. Three-quarters of
Republicans and majorities of both Democrats and independents
think the attacks are an indication of increased risk.

Americans are similarly concerned about both domestic terrorism
and possible attacks by Islamic extremist groups, with about 6 in 10
saying they’re at least somewhat concerned about each. Democrats
and Republicans are about equally likely to say they’re concerned
about domestic terrorism, but Republicans are much more likely than
Democrats to say they’re concerned about attacks by Islamic extrem-
ists, 67 percent to 47 percent.

Mixed opinions on rights
Americans have mixed views of how the government is doing at

protecting their rights. Seven in 10 say the government does at least a
somewhat good job protecting the right to vote, and nearly 6 in 10
say it’s doing a good job of protecting freedom of speech and of the
press.  More than half say it’s doing a good job of protecting religious
liberties.

But just 4 in 10 Americans rate the government’s performance as
good on protecting the right to equal protection under the law, free-
dom from unreasonable search and seizure, or the right to bear arms.
Democrats are significantly more likely than Republicans to say the
government is doing a good job of protecting the right to freedom of
religion, 64 percent to 49 percent. On protecting the right to bear
arms, 46 percent of Democrats and just 33 percent of Republicans
think the government is doing a good job. — AP 


