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ISTANBUL: Turkish security forces killed
3,100 Kurdish militants in 2015, President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said yesterday, vow-
ing no let-up in a relentless offensive to oust
rebels from towns and mountains in the
southeast. His remarks, which were part of a
televised New Year’s address, come as alarm
grows over the humanitarian impact of cur-
fews in the southeast to back up the latest
military campaign against the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) that began
earlier this month. 

“In 2015, 3,100 terrorists were neutralised
in operations at home and abroad,” he said
referring to the military operations on PKK

strongholds in southeastern Turkey and
northern Iraq. “Our security forces are flush-
ing out the terrorists from every inch of the
mountains and the towns and will continue
to do so,” he said.  It was not possible to
independently verify the toll. Erdogan said
another 200 members of the security forces
had been killed, as well as an unspecified
number of civilians.  

A new upsurge of violence between the
security forces and Kurdish rebels erupted in
July in the wake of attacks blamed on Islamic
extremists, shattering a fragile two-and-a
half year truce. The authorities sent tanks
into the southeast and also carried out

bombing raids on PKK storage facilities and
hideouts in southeast Turkey and northern
Iraq.

In the latest operations, curfews imposed
on December 14 are still in place in the
towns of Silopi and Cizre in Sirnak province
which normally have populations of some
100,000. A partial curfew is also in force in
the Sur district of the Diyarbakir region
which was put in place on December 2.
Ankara says the extreme measures are need-
ed to root out the PKK from urban areas
where they had erected barricades and dug
trenches. But opponents say the use of force
has been excessive.

According to the opposition pro-Kurdish
People’s Democratic Party (HDP), 56 civilians
have been killed during curfews this month
alone.  “These curfews, whose aims are pub-
lic order and security, have led to terrorizing
the public, the killing of civilians, the destruc-
tion of cultural heritage sites, and the ruining
of the cities,” said HDP MP Ayhan Bilgen.  The
PKK launched a formal insurgency against
the Turkish state in 1984, initially fighting for
Kurdish independence although it now
presses more for greater autonomy and
rights for the country’s largest ethnic minori-
ty.  The conflict has left tens of thousands
dead. — AFP 

Turkey killed 3K PKK rebels in ’15

DUMFRIES, Scotland: A woman sits inside a Chinese Restaurant watching floodwater race by the window on December
30, 2015 after heavy rainfall brought by Storm Frank. —AFP 

Strange weather brings 

warm welcome to 2016

World beset by extreme weather events
LONDON: With temperatures above
freezing at the North Pole, deadly torna-
does in Texas, extreme heat in Australia
and floods in Britain and Missouri, the
world is beset by extreme weather
events as it welcomes 2016. A powerful
and destructive low-pressure system in
the North Atlantic has pushed the mer-
cury up to two degrees Celsius (35.6
Fahrenheit) at the pole, 20 degrees
above the seasonal norm.

The Arctic has borne the brunt of
global warming, with temperatures
three degrees higher than the pre-
industrial era. But linking the current
mild conditions to climate change is
premature, warned Natalie Hasell, mete-
orologist at the Canadian Department of
the Environment, saying that scientists
do not base their conclusions “on one
anomaly”.

The North Atlantic depression also
brought eastern Canada an unusually
warm holiday period, with temperatures
hitting 15.9 degrees Celsius in Montreal
on Christmas Eve, around 20 degrees

above the seasonal average. This was
followed by heavy snow fell that cov-
ered the country’s eastern half. 

In the United States, tornadoes and
floods left at least 49 dead. The waters
of the mighty Mississippi River have
already exceeded overflow levels by
four meters in some areas, claiming 13
lives. In the south, spectacular torna-
does devastated parts of Texas. The
common cause of the unusual events is
a particularly strong El Nino system,
amplified by global warming, according
to scientists. 

El Ninos, which emerge every four to
seven years on average and run from
October through January, are triggered
by a shift in trade winds across the
Pacific around the Equator. However,
the 2015 episode is “probably the
strongest in the last 100 years,” said
Jerome Lecou, forecaster at Meteo-
France.  “There is no simple answer” to
explain the exceptional conditions, he
added. 

Strawberries at Christmas 
Although centred on the Pacific

Ocean, El Nino “has an impact on a glob-
al scale,” Jean Jouzel, former vice presi-
dent of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), said.  “Generally,
El Nino years are warmer than average,”
he said. In Australia, scorching heat has
led to large forest fires and tempera-
tures are forecast to soon hit 38 degrees
Celsius in the south.  In France, the
unseasonally warm weather has baffled
Mother Nature with Perigord strawber-
ries, Alsatian asparagus and mimosas all
flourishing on the French Riviera. In
Spain, higher temperatures and low
rainfall have led to an unusual outbreak
of wildfires in the north.  Several Italian
cities have introduced traffic restrictions
to combat fine-particle pollution, which
has been worsened by the dry and calm
conditions. Record rainfall has brought
unprecedented flooding to the north of
England, leaving the historic city of York
under feet of water and thousands evac-
uated over December.—AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s education ministry has disqualified a
book depicting a love story between an Israeli  and a
Palestinian from school curriculums, sparking an outcry from
cultural figures but a boost in sales. The education ministry
said yesterday that Israeli author Dorit Rabinyan’s “Gader
Haya” (translated as “Borderlife” in English) had been rejected
for inclusion in school curriculums.

“Officials discussed the matter of including the book in the
curriculum,” the ministry said in a statement. “After it seriously
examined all the considerations, and weighed the advantages
and drawbacks, they decided not to include the book in the
curriculum.” The ministry provided no further details on the
rejection of the book, which Israeli media reported had been
recommended for inclusion by a ministry-backed committee.

Newspaper Haaretz quoted an education ministry official,
Dalia Penig, saying one of the reasons for the exclusion was
that the book could undermine the “separate identities” of
Jews and Arabs. “Intimate relations between Jews and non-
Jews, and certainly the option of formalizing them through
marriage and having a family-even if it doesn’t come to
fruition in the story-are viewed by many in society as a threat
to separate identities,” she said.

That prompted objections from Israeli cultural figures,
many of whom have long been at loggerheads with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who formed a new rightwing
government following his re-election in May. Writing in
Haaretz, commentator Alon Idan said the move was aimed at
“protecting the purity of Jewish blood” and reflected “institu-
tionalized race theory”.

“‘Intimate relations’ = sex. ‘Non-Jews’ = Arabs,’” Idan wrote.
“Now we can reread her words in their simpler form: Jews and
Arabs are forbidden to have sex with one another.” “Gader
Haya”, published in 2014, is 43-year-old Rabinyan’s semi-auto-
biographical story of an Israeli who meets and falls in love
with a Palestinian artist in New York. The two later part ways
as she returns to the Israeli city of Tel Aviv and he to Ramallah
in the occupied West Bank.

‘Never so much interest’ 
It was among the winners of the Bernstein Prize for young

writers-an annual Israeli award for Hebrew literature. After
requests to include it from a number of teachers, a committee
initially backed the book’s addition to the curriculum but that
was later overruled by two senior ministry officials, Haaretz
said.

Deborah Harris, Rabinyan’s agent, said the book was a suc-
cess in Israel in 2015 and publishing rights had already been
sold in English, French, German and other languages-with
publications due in 2016.  Rabinyan’s previous two novels
were translated into 20 languages, Harris said, adding that the
controversy would hugely boost sales.

“This is going to be great for us. It is terrible for Israel, it is
mortifying, beyond what I ever thought would happen here.
But for us it will be a boost.” Oria Piccione of Tamir Books in
Jerusalem’s upscale German Colony neighborhood said the
shop had received five or six calls about the book yesterday,
having not sold one for weeks.

“We only had one copy in store and it went this morning,”
she said. “We have never had so much interest in Rabinyan’s
books.” —AFP 
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