
Open-minded people
When Dali started gathering his team, a friend with a

passion for art joined him, and they named their team
“South of Sane”, because people used to tell them that
they are insane and what they were doing is not art, since
art is beautiful, butterflies and blue skies. Regardless of
how open-minded people are, they experience a subtle
bias against creative ideas when faced with uncertain situ-
ations. Dali claims to be an expert on defining what art is
and what it is not. Every artist has his or her own unique
taste and ways of expression, and Dali wants people to not
define art in a limited manner. 

“A generation without culture and art is a violent one;
this is evident in how we as a nation have become - more
reliant on how our image is perceived on social networks
rather be respected for what we stand for. Kuwait has
always been and always will be the land of creation and
innovation and a haven in the region for fine arts and
humanities. I propose we put an end to ‘recycled’ art and
let the underground come out and show the world that we
are not all driven by materialism and trends; that this coun-
try has its roots deeply founded in culture and arts; that we
as a nation are free in soul and mind. Rejection is how
every great inventor starts,” asserted Dali.

“Masha”, a member of South of Sane, brought Dali’s
works to the limelight. Masha runs an online blog on art
and culture. She started blogging about art in Nov 2011,
then launched her first blog, Al-Maha Art, which morphed
into an online magazine. In 2013, Dali invited Masha to
South of Sane’s studio, and Masha described what she saw
as most unique and exotic art. They kept meeting back and
forth, talking about art in Kuwait and exhibitions, and 2015
saw Dali’s latest artworks, one of them an installation, dis-
played at Nuqat in November. 

Copy/Paste Syndrome
“I told him I know you don’t want to be considered as an

artist, but I want to create a show for you. I said it is time for
this to be shared with the public. A month later, Nuqat
announced their concept of their 2015 exhibition called
‘Copy/Paste Syndrome’, and what a coincidence that one
of Dali’s artworks is called ‘Anti-art’. This piece talks about
being against the usual, commercialism, mainstream, and
tells you not to copy or steal someone’s work and give the
credit to yourself - someone is going to find about it,”
Masha said.

Masha told Kuwait Times that 40 years ago, Kuwait was
an oasis of creativity. Everybody used to come to Kuwait,

because back then, Kuwait was a welcoming land for tal-
ents. The best paintings, music, books and novels were
produced in Kuwait for Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis. Even
the father of pop art came to Kuwait in 1970s. “It was the
first Gulf country he ever visited because we had opened
the first commercial art gallery, the Sultan Gallery, and it
still open. Sabah and Um Kalthom sang in Kuwait too,” she
reminisced. 

Masha expressed sadness to see young Kuwaitis care
more about fashionistas on Instagram rather than knowing
real artists. “This is one of the bad sides of globalization -
everywhere in the world, people stopped caring for what
really matters and shifted their attention to other things
that can give them quick fame,” she lamented. 
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