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NEW YORK: Lance Thomas #42 of the New York Knicks heads for the net as Brandon Rush #4 of the Golden State Warriors defends at Madison Square Garden on Sunday in New York City.—AFP

NEW YORK: Klay Thompson woke the Warriors
from their slowest start of the season with 17 of his
34 points in the second quarter, Draymond Green
tied Tom Gola’s franchise record with his ninth
triple-double of the season, and Golden State beat
the New York Knicks 116-95 on Sunday night for its
seventh straight victory. Green made all nine shots
as the Warriors (44-4) wrapped up January at 40
games over .500 even with a quiet 13 points from
Stephen Curry. Green finished with 20 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists for the Warriors, who were
held to a season-low 18 points in the first quarter.
They charged back with 64 over the middle two
quarters - the Knicks had only 65 total through
three - and looked back to normal after a sluggish
Saturday in Philadelphia. Carmelo Anthony had 24
points and 10 rebounds for the Knicks, who lost for
the fifth time in six games.

HORNETS 101, LAKERS 82
Marvin Williams and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist had

19 points and 12 rebounds apiece, and the
Charlotte Hornets sent the Los Angeles Lakers to
their franchise record-tying 10th consecutive
defeat. Kobe Bryant scored 23 points in 23 minutes,
but the Lakers matched the 1994 team for the
longest skid in the 16-time NBA champion fran-
chise’s proud history. Los Angeles dropped to 9-41,
guaranteeing three straight non-winning seasons
for the first time since 1961. Kemba Walker had 12

points, seven rebounds and six assists for the
Hornets, who wrapped up their four-game road
trip with a decisive win over the Western
Conference’s worst team.

TRAIL BLAZERS 96, TIMBERWOLVES 93
CJ McCollum and Damian Lillard scored 21

points apiece, and the Portland Trail Blazers handed
the Minnesota Timberwolves their 11th straight
road loss. Portland extended its winning streak to
four and improved to 3-0 against the Timberwolves
this season. Karl-Anthony Towns, a contender for
Rookie of the Year, was the first player on the court
in double figures and finished with 21 points and
13 rebounds for the Timberwolves. It was his 25th
double-double, the most of any rookie this season.

CLIPPERS 120, BULLS 93
Jamal Crawford scored 12 of his 26 points in the

fourth quarter, leading a dominant bench effort for
the second straight game, and the Los Angeles
Clippers defeated the Chicago Bulls for their fourth
consecutive victory. J.J. Redick added 21 points
and DeAndre Jordan had 17 points and 20
rebounds for the Clippers, who improved to 15-3
without Blake Griffin. Their four-game streak has
coincided with Griffin being out at least a month
after breaking his right hand while punching the
team’s assistant equipment manager. Jimmy Butler
scored 23 points for the Bulls, who have lost four of

six and dropped to 10-11 on the road.

HEAT 105, HAWKS 87
Chris Bosh scored 18 points and the Miami Heat

extended their winning streak to four games with a
victory over the Atlanta Hawks. Dwyane Wade and
Luol Deng each had 17 points and Amar’e
Stoudemire finished with 13 points and 12 rebounds
for the Heat, who led by as many as 22 and never
trailed. It is Miami’s first four-game winning streak in
the regular season since March 28 to April 2, 2014.
Paul Millsap and Al Horford each scored 17 for
Atlanta, which has lost three straight. 

MAGIC 119, CELTICS 114
Evan Fournier scored 24 points and Aaron

Gordon had 19 points and 14 rebounds as the
Orlando Magic snapped an eight-game losing streak
with a win over the Boston Celtics. Rookie Mario
Hezonja scored 17 points, Tobias Harris had 16 and
Nikola Vucevic had 16 points, 13 rebounds and seven
assists for the Magic. Marcus Smart led Boston with
26 points. Isaiah Thomas added 23 points and Avery
Bradley scored 22. The loss stopped a five-game win
streak for Boston, which had beaten Orlando 113-94
two nights earlier.

MAVERICKS 91, SUNS 78
Deron Williams scored 27 points and the Dallas

Mavericks won without Dirk Nowitzki, surging past

the lowly Phoenix Suns. Dwight Powell had six
straight points for all his scoring to give the Mavericks
the lead for good in the fourth quarter. Nowitzki sat
out the opener of a back-to-back set and the first of
Dallas’ five games in seven nights. The Mavericks
were hoping they could rest their 37-year-old leading

scorer and still beat a team with 13 straight road loss-
es. Dallas did that thanks to a 23-5 run over the final 9
minutes and gave up its fewest points in the fourth
quarter this season, outscoring Phoenix 23-9. Rookie
guard Devin Booker led the Suns in scoring for the
third straight game with 19 points.— AP

Warriors blow out Knicks 116-95

NBA Results/Standings

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB

Toronto 32 15 .681 —
Boston 27 22 .551 6
New York 23 27 .460 10.5
Brooklyn 12 36 .250 20.5
Philadelphia 7 41 .146 25.5

Central Division

Cleveland 34 12 .739 —
Chicago 26 20 .565 8
Indiana 25 22 .532 9.5
Detroit 25 23 .521 10
Milwaukee 20 29 .408 15.5

Southeast Division

Miami 27 21 .563 —
Atlanta 27 22 .551 0.5
Charlotte 23 25 .479 4
Washington 21 24 .467 4.5
Orlando 21 25 .457 5

Western Conference

Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 36 13 .735 —
Portland 23 26 .469 13
Utah 21 25 .457 13.5
Denver 18 30 .375 17.5
Minnesota 14 35 .286 22

Pacific Division

Golden State 44 4 .917 —
LA Clippers 32 16 .667 12
Sacramento 20 27 .426 23.5
Phoenix 14 35 .286 30.5
LA Lakers 9 41 .180 36

Southwest Division

San Antonio 39 8 .830 —
Memphis 28 20 .583 11.5
Dallas 28 22 .560 12.5
Houston 25 25 .500 15.5
New Orleans 18 28 .391 20.5

New York 95, Golden State 116; LA Lakers 82, Charlotte 101; Miami 105, Atlanta 87; Orlando 119, Boston 114; Portland 96,
Minnesota 93; Dallas 91, Phoenix 78; LA Clippers 120, Chicago 93.

LOS ANGELES: International Olympic Committee President Thomas
Bach kicked off a visit to 2024 bid city Los Angeles with a visit to a
Lakers basketball game on Sunday.

Bach and other IOC officials are in Los Angeles to meet with the
city’s candidature committee and visit proposed Games venues,
which include the Staples Center near downtown where the NBA’s
Lakers and Clippers play.

On Sunday night, Bach exchanged greetings with Lakers star
Kobe Bryant, a five-time NBA champion and two-time Olympic gold
medalist who will retire at the end of the season at the age of 37. 

On Monday, Bach and his colleagues were to meet with Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, City Council President Herb Wesson and
LA 2024 leaders.

They will also visit the University of Southern California, the
University of California at Los Angeles and the Getty Center museum.

LA bid officials last week announced they were shelving plans for
a $1 billion athletes village and would instead house athletes on the
UCLA campus in the western neighborhood of Westwood.

A media village would be based at USC, near Staples Center and
the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum which is planned as the main
venue for the Games.

Los Angeles, which hosted the Olympics in 1932 and 1984, is
competing against Paris, Rome and Budapest for the right to stage
the Games. The IOC will select the host at a meeting in Peru in
September of 2017.

The United States last hosted a summer Olympics in Atlanta in
1996. —AFP

LONDON: FIFA presidential
candidate Gianni Infantino
said yesterday he would not
automatically choose a
European to be his secretary
general if he wins the election
to lead world soccer this
month, breaking a pattern
dating back more than 100
years.

Infantino, who appears to
have widespread backing in
Europe and promised support
from South and Central
American countries, hinted he
could appoint an African to

run FIFA’s day-to-day adminis-
tration if he wins the election
in Zurich on Feb. 26.  Speaking
at London’s Wembley Stadium,
he gave no specific indication
why he would seek to broaden
FIFA’s power base as he
launched his action plan for
his first three months in office,
should he win the vote.

But with outgoing presi-
dent Sepp Blatter banned
from soccer, and secretary
general Jerome Valcke sacked
as part of the corruption alle-
gations engulfing the sport, all
eyes are on candidates’ reform
proposals to clean up soccer
and keep big money sponsors
on side.

The 45-year-old Swiss, cur-
rently general secretary of
European body UEFA, does
not want FIFA to be seen as
being Euro-centric. “What we
want to do is open the doors
of the FIFA administration to
the most able people around
the world,” he said.

“I am convinced the gener-
al secretary of FIFA should not

be an European. Why not an
African?,” he told reporters as
he detailed the 11 key points
he would focus on in office.
Since FIFA was founded in
1904, it has had 10 secretary
generals-the official who runs
the day-to-day-operations-
and all of them have been
European.

Infantino is one of five men
standing to become only the
ninth elected president in
FIFA’s 112-year-history.  The
current incumbent is acting
president Issa Hayatou of
Cameroon, while FIFA also has
an acting secretary general,
Markus Kattner, who stepped
in to replace Valcke who was
sacked last month after being
implicated in the illegal sale of
World Cup tickets in Brazil in
2014. Blatter, who has been
banned from soccer for eight
years pending an appeal, and
Valcke are among the highest
profile casualties of the corrup-
tion and bribery scandal that
has roiled FIFA since May. Both
deny wrongdoing. —Reuters
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LONDON: UEFA general secretary Gianni Infantino (L) watches as Fabio Capello (C)
speaks with former Chelsea coach Portugal’s Jose Mourinho after a press conference at
Wembley stadium in London yesterday. A stellar cast of football figures including Jose
Mourinho and Luis Figo appeared in support of Gianni Infantino’s FIFA presidential bid at
an event at London’s Wembley Stadium yesterday. —AFP


