
LONDON: Midfielder Aiden McGeady is on the verge of leaving Everton
on loan for a team in the Championship (second-tier), manager Roberto
Martinez has said. The Ireland winger, who joined Everton from Russian
side Spartak Moscow in 2014, has made just one appearance
for the club this season and is seeking more regular playing
time with one eye on this year’s European Championship.
McGeady has attracted interest from Sheffield Wednesday,
Leeds United and Blackburn Rovers and
Martinez revealed that Everton had already
agreed terms with two clubs. ‘It seems very
close. Weíve agreed terms with two teams in
the Championship. It’s just a matter of time
before one of the deals is clinched,î Martinez told
the club’s website (www.evertonfc.com). ‘Aiden
needs to play and it’s a really good opportunity for
him to do that in a very demanding fixture list for a
team that can get a really good tempo into Aiden for
the Euros.’ —  Reuters
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SYDNEY: Australia’s Aaron Finch will not require surgery on his
injured hamstring, the country’s cricket board said yesterday, rais-
ing hopes that the captain will be fit for next month’s World
Twenty20 in India.  The opening batsman, who leads Australia in
the shortest format of the game, injured his left hamstring while
trying to complete a quick single in the second T20 match against
India in Melbourne on Friday. The 29-year-old has a history of ham-
string problems and required surgery after a sustaining a tear
while playing for Mumbai in last year’s Indian Premier League T20
competition.  “Aaron had scans on his injured left hamstring that
confirmed a moderate grade hamstring injury,” Cricket Australia
physiotherapist Alex Kountouris said in a statement.  “This is not a
recurrence of the previous hamstring injury that required surgery
in April 2015. Although this current injury doesn’t require surgery
there is a period of rehabilitation required before he can resume
playing.  “We are aiming to have Aaron fit for the ICC World T20 in
India but will have better idea about his fitness for that tourna-
ment in the coming weeks once we see how he responds to treat-
ment and a rehabilitation program.” —Reuters

Finch avoids surgery 

on injured hamstring
MILAN: Dutch midfielder Nigel De Jong will leave AC Milan with immediate
effect after negotiating his exit from the San Siro, the Serie A club announced
yesterday. De Jong has made only five appearances for the Rossoneri this sea-

son and was left out of Sinisa Mihajlovic’s squad for a 3-0 derby
win over city rivals Inter Milan on Sunday. A club statement on
Monday, the final day of the winter transfer window in Italy,
said: “AC Milan announces that Nigel De Jong’s contract with

the club has been mutually terminated today.
“AC Milan would like to thank the

Dutchman for his determination, com-
mitment and professionalism shown

during his time with the red and black
colours. “We wish him all the success possi-

ble and all the very best for the next stage of his
career.” The 31-year-old De Jong, a tough-tackling

midfielder who has played in two World Cup cam-
paigns, joined Milan in 2012 following a three and a half

year spell at Manchester City. He has recently been linked with
a move to Major League Soccer side Los Angeles Galaxy. — AFP
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PARADISE ISLAND: Hyo Joo Kim won the
season-opening Pure Silk-Bahamas LPGA
Classic yesterday, relegating Stacy Lewis to
yet another second-place finish. Kim
rebounded from a bogey on the 16th hole
with a 9-foot birdie putt on the par-3 17th
and closed with a par for a two-stroke vic-
tory over Lewis, 2015 champion Sei Young
Kim and Anna Nordqvist.

Hyo Joo Kim shot a 7-under 66 at the
breezy Ocean Club to finish at 18-under
274. The 20-year-old South Korean player
has three LPGA Tour victories, also winning
the 2014 Evian Championship and 2015
Founders Cup.

Needing an eagle to force a playoff,
Lewis parred the par-5 18th for a 68. She
has nine runner-up finishes in a 40-event
victory drought that dates to June 2014.
The 11-time tour winner has 22 career sec-
ond-place finishes.

Sei Young Kim also shot a 68, and
Nordqvist had a 69. Hyo Joo Kim made
three straight birdies - holing putts of 18
feet on the par-3 12th, 15 feet on the par-4
13th and 5 feet on the par-4 14th - to open
a three-stroke lead. After the bogey on the
difficult par-4 16th, she hit a slight draw

with a 4-iron to set up the birdie putt on
the 171-yard 17th.

She had four birdies on the front nine,
making three in a row on Nos. 4-6 and
adding another on No. 8. The nine-time
Korean LPGA winner parred all three par 5s
on the back nine. The third-ranked Lewis
parred the final three holes after birdieing
Nos. 13-15. After missing long birdie tries
on 16 and 17, she hit a 3-wood into the
light rough near the right-side front
bunkers on 18, flopped 8 feet past and
two-putted for par.

Sei Young Kim had a double bogey on
the par-4 ninth, then rallied with four back-
nine birdies. Nordqvist, tied with Charley
Hull for the third-round lead, birdied the
final two par 5s.

Pornanong Phatlum matched the tour-
nament record with a 65 to tie for fifth with
Paula Creamer (66) and 2013 winner Ilhee
Lee (68) at 15 under. Brittany Lincicome
also shot a 65 to join Hull (71) and Min Seo
Kwak (67) at 14 under.

Megan Khang, playing her first event as
an LPGA Tour member, bogeyed the final
hole for a 60 to drop into a tie for 11th at 13
under. —AP

SINGAPORE: Song Younghan poses with his trophy after winning the SMBC Singapore Open golf tournament at Sentosa Golf Club’s Serapong
Course yesterday, in Singapore. — AP

Song edges Spieth to 

win Singapore Open
SINGAPORE: South Korea’s Song Young-Han
won the $1.0 million SMBC Singapore Open yes-
terday, edging out world number one Jordan
Spieth in a nail-biting finish.

Song shot a one-under-par 70 over the final
round to finish the tournament at 12-under 272,
one stroke ahead of the American who wrapped
up a 66 yesterday.

China’s Liang Wen-Chong (69) was alone in
third place on 274, while Miguel Tabuena (68) of
the Philippines and Japan’s Shintaro Kobayashi
(71) were tied fourth on 275.

The final round at the Serapong Golf Course
on Sentosa Island was suspended Sunday
because of thunderstorms just as Spieth was lin-
ing up a five-foot birdie putt on the 18th green.

Spieth got his birdie when play resumed
Monday morning but Song, playing two groups
behind, refused to buckle and parred his final
three holes to secure the title. It was Song’s first
career victory after six second-place finishes in
Japan and Korea since 2013.

Song became the first Asian to win the
Singapore Open since India’s Jeev Milkha Singh
took home the trophy in 2008. The South Korean
never relinquished the lead after Friday’s second
round when he fired a blistering eight-under 63
that equalled the course record.

Spieth was playing in Singapore for the first
time, but the co-sanctioned Asian Tour and
Japan Tour event was no easy ride for the world
number one. Playing in his seventh competition
in nearly four months, the 22-year-old Texan was
plagued by inconsistent form and entered the
final round trailing the South Korean by five
strokes. Song said Monday he had felt the pres-
sure building overnight.  “Last night felt like a
week,” the 24-year-old said. “I couldn’t eat
because the whole night I was thinking about
the 16th green.  “I ‘hated’ Jordan last night,” he
added. “The situation made me very nervous
and I just left it to luck and the golfing gods.” It
was also a restless night for Spieth as he awaited
the cliff-hanger finale. “It was tough to sleep on a
putt that you have to come back (to), even
though it wasn’t the most challenging putt,” he
said.

“Still a very nerve-wracking one to hit, know-
ing that you have to make it for what you think
will be the play-off. I’m really happy I put a good
stroke on it.”

Despite his less-than-perfect week, the
American said he enjoyed playing in the tourna-
ment, which returned from a three-year hiatus
under a new sponsor.

“Overall, great experience and I had a really
great time here. I fought hard in the final round
but (I) was just a little too far back,” Spieth said.

Selected scores:
272 - Song Young-Han (KOR) 70-63-69-70
273 - Jordan Spieth (USA) 67-70-70-66
274 - Liang Wen-Chong (CHN) 71-67-67-69
275 - Miguel Tabuena (PHI) 69-67-71-68,
Shintaro Kobayashi (JPN) 66-69-69-71
276 - Wang Jeung-Hun (KOR) 73-67-67-69,
Hideto Tanihara (JPN) 68-67-71-70
277 - Lee Won-Joon (AUS) 71-69-67-70,
Chapchai Nirat ( THA) 69-70-712-67, Brett
Munson (USA) 71-67-70-69. — AFP

Hyo Joo Kim wins LPGA 

Tour opener in Bahamas

PARADISE ISLAND: Hyo Joo Kim of South Korea reacts after being sprayed with Pure
Silk shave cream after winning the Pure Silk Bahamas LPGA Classic at the Ocean Club
Golf Course on Sunday in Paradise Island, Bahamas.  — AFP

SINGAPORE:  While former world number
one Adam Scott dismisses the value of an
Olympic gold medal, Bangladeshi golfer
Siddikur Rahman is unequivocal about its
importance to the wider world ahead of the
sport’s return at the Rio Games later this year.

The self-taught world number 310,
dubbed the ‘Bangladeshi Tiger Woods’ at
home, has never competed at one of golf ’s
four major championships, meaning the
Olympics, should he qualify, would easily
stand out as the pinnacle of his career.

“Wow, yes, It would be very exciting for
me if I can get in,” the 31-year-old told Reuters
during a rain delay at the recent Singapore
Open.

“Obviously I have a target for that, I just
need to play better to get in. It would be a
very good impact for my country to get into
it.”

The top 15 players in the world rankings
on July 11 will qualify automatically for the
Aug. 5-21 Games but only four can come
from any one country.

The remainder of the 60-man field will be
determined by the rankings, with a maximum
of two players from each country that does
not already have two or more players among
the top 15. Siddikur currently sits 58th on the
list, just inside the qualification spots.

EMERGING MARKETS
Bangladesh’s Olympic record is far from

spectacular since it first sent athletes to the
1988 Seoul Games following invites from the
International Olympic Committee (IOC).

The country of 160 million is frequently
described as the largest to never win an
Olympic medal, with sport too expensive for
most and a low priority for many others.

Siddikur, though, is hoping to change that
and the “village boy” who started playing at
eight with a homemade iron and was 15
before he got his hands on an authentic set of
clubs, could become the first Bangladeshi to
qualify for an Olympics.

“Maybe I could be the first. I hope I will get
in, let’s see, there is a long way to go. If I can
play my own game, I think it won’t be a prob-
lem,” the former child caddy said after he
missed the cut in Singapore.

Australian Scott, a three-time winner of
the Singapore title and also the 2013 U.S.
Masters, has been dismissive of the first
Olympic golf event since the 1904 Games,
describing it as an exhibition that did not
merit a place.

For Siddikur, the first Bangladeshi to play
and win on the Asian Tour, the opportunity is
a welcome one for both him and his peers
from other emerging golf markets.— Reuters

Bangladeshi ‘Tiger’ desperate 

to earn Olympic stripes

LA JOLLA: Five-times PGA Tour winner
Jimmy Walker led by one stroke when rain
and extremely strong winds forced the sus-
pension of play for the day during the final
round at the Farmers Insurance Open on
Sunday.  Competition will  resume on
Monday at 8AM local time (1600 GMT), at
which time strong winds are forecast to con-
tinue blowing at Torrey Pines next to the
Pacific Ocean.  Walker was seven-under
through 10 holes, while fellow American
Brandt Snedeker fired a brilliant 69 in the dif-
ficult conditions to post the clubhouse lead
at six-under 282.  South Korean K.J. Choi was
also six-under, after 10 holes, while American
Kevin Streelman (13 holes) and Swede
Freddie Jacobson (11 holes) were next at
five-under.  Snedeker, the 2012 champion, is
sitting pretty after making four birdies and
just one bogey on a day when the scoring
average was 78 in the wild weather as winds
gusted at times to more than 45 miles per
hour (72 kph).  Whether his score holds up
for victory might depend on whether the
winds abate overnight, or continue to blow
as forecast. “I couldn’t do it again. I don’t
know how I did it,” Snedeker told reporters. “I
didn’t get off to the best of starts, kind of

hung in there, but I made a long putt for par
on four, about a 45-footer. Then holed a 15-
footer for par on five. Then got the rain delay.

“(I) came back out, started hitting the ball
a little bit better and kind of got the day
going on 10 with a birdie and kind of got
some good stuff going from there. Just one
of those freak days where you just got to get
lucky, I got lucky. I hit some good shots.”

Searching for an eighth tour win,
Snedeker admitted that not making birdie
on the par-five 18th could come back to
haunt him.  “Hopefully it won’t come back
and bite me, but it’s something I’m going to
regret for the next couple of hours here,” he
lamented after his greenside chip ran long
and he could not coax in his putt from the
fringe.  “But to have a chance to win from
where I started today, that’s probably a pret-
ty good day.”

Walker, meanwhile, is looking for a sixth
win in the last three seasons. “It played really
tough into the wind, even downwind, it
played very tough,” he said. “It was tough to
putt on the greens and when it’s blowing
(hard), I think that’s why you see guys mak-
ing lots of bogeys.  “We’ll go back out tomor-
row and get after it.” —Reuters

Walker leads as final round 

goes today at Torrey Pines

SAN DIEGO: Jimmy Walker hits out of the sand on the 4th hole during the final round of
the Farmers Insurance Open golf tournament at Torrey Pines in San Diego yesterday. —AP


