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Ashour complained in brief statements that his commu-
nity was not being treated fairly and alleged discrimination
in various aspects of life.

The nine MPs had boycotted Jan 27 session in what
appeared to be a protest against verdicts passed on mem-
bers of an Iran-linked cell, two of whom were sentenced
to death and one was handed a life term. Nineteen of the
remaining 23 members of the alleged cell were handed
jail terms from two to 15 years while four were acquitted.
The appeals court is scheduled to start hearing their case
on Feb 17.

MP Majed Mousa also criticized Ashour and said if he
wants to quit his Assembly seat, he can do so at any time. But
MP Abdulhameed Dashti came to the defense of Ashour, say-
ing that what he said was part of his right of freedom of
expression. Dashti said Ashour’s remarks reflect his views on
the presence of discrimination against his community.

In another case, liberal MP Rakan Al-Nasef called on the
Assembly’s public funds defense committee to decide on
corruption allegations against the CEO of Kuwait
Investment Authority (KIA). Nasef said that if sufficient evi-
dence was found against the KIA chief, he should be
immediately referred to the public prosecution to launch
an investigation.

Subsidy cuts looming as govt, Assembly...
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P A Inamdar, a trustee at the college, told AFP that the stu-
dents had been on a picnic to Murud, which had been
arranged by the educational institute. “They were on an excur-
sion and must have gone into the sea against the advice of
the teachers. They were swept away by the tides,” Inamdar
said. He said that 14 people had drowned, ten women and
four men, although police insisted that the death toll was still
at 13 late yesterday.

Inamdar said all other students had been accounted for
while Patil also said everyone else on the excursion was “safe”
after a massive rescue operation involving the Indian coast-
guard and navy. Commander Rahul Sinha, a spokesman for
the navy, said up to 18 students had got into difficulty in the
water and that six of them had been rescued and taken to
hospital. Murud sits on the Konkan coast, which has dozens of
beaches popular with locals who prefer it to the international-
ly renowned tourist state of Goa. Murud is around 140 km
south of Mumbai.

Inamdar said between eight and ten college staff had

accompanied the students on their trip and he had been told
that there hadn’t been any lifeguards on duty at the time of
the tragedy. “I don’t think there were lifeguards on the beach.
That is the basic problem,” he said. In a statement, the gover-
nor of Maharashtra, C Vidyasagar Rao, expressed his condo-
lences to the families of those who died. “I am deeply
aggrieved and shocked to know about the drowning of 13
students... who had gone to the Murud beach in Raigad dis-
trict for a picnic,” he said. “My heart goes out to the near and
dear ones of all students who lost their life.”

Yesterday’s incident comes a few weeks after a man
drowned off Mumbai trying to save a girl who fell into the sea
while taking a selfie. The girl and two friends fell off rocks into
the Arabian Sea while clicking photos of themselves. A passer-
by, 37-year-old Ramesh Walanju, jumped in and helped save
the two friends but was washed away by the choppy waters
and his body was found floating in a nearby creek. The girl is
still missing. In Feb 2014, 29 people died when a passenger
boat capsized in the eastern state of Orissa. A month prior to
that incident, 21 people were killed when a tourist boat cap-
sized off India’s remote Andaman Islands. — AFP 

13 students drown off India beach
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The project, which could start within months, would use
CRISPR-Cas9, a technique allowing scientists to insert, remove
and correct DNA within a cell. The technique was developed
by US chemistry professor Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle
Charpentier of France and could also be used to treat illnesses
like sickle cell diseases, cystic fibrosis and some cancers.

Charpentier told AFP last year the technique was “a little
bit like a Swiss knife that cuts DNA at a precise point and can
be used to introduce a series of changes in the genome of a
call or an organism”. In a research paper published in April,
Chinese scientists described how they were able to manipu-
late the genomes of human embryos for the first time using
CRISPR-Cas9, raising ethical concerns.

Campaigners criticized yesterday’s decision. “This is the
first step in a well mapped-out process leading to GM babies,
and a future of consumer eugenics,” said David King, director
of the watchdog group Human Genetics Alert. A UNESCO
panel of scientists, philosophers, lawyers and ministers last
year called for a halt to genetic “editing”, warning of the dan-
ger of tampering with hereditary traits that could lead to
eugenics. UNESCO’s International Bioethics Committee (IBC)
said gene therapy could be “a watershed in the history of

medicine” and genome editing “is unquestionably one of the
most promising undertakings of science for the sake of all
humankind”. But the experts warned that genetic editing
required “particular precautions” and raised “serious con-
cerns”. There were particular grounds for concerns if the mod-
ifications “introduce hereditary modifications, which could be
transmitted to future generations,” they said.

But many researchers welcomed the ruling. The project
should “assist infertile couples and reduce the anguish of mis-
carriage,” Bruce Whitelaw, professor of animal biotechnology
at the University of Edinburgh, told the Science Media
Centre. Darren Griffin, professor of genetics at the University
of Kent, said the ruling was “a triumph for common sense”.
“While it is certain that the prospect of gene editing in
human embryos raised a series of ethical issues and chal-
lenges, the problem has been dealt with in a balanced man-
ner,” he said.

“It is a clear example how the UK leads the world not
only in the science behind research into early human
development but also the social science used to regulate
and monitor it,” he added. Sarah Norcross, director of
Progress Educational Trust, a charity, said: “This decision by
the HFEA is a victory for level-headed regulation over
moral panic”. — AFP 

UK allows genetic modification of human...
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Ai has set up a studio on Lesbos where he is work-
ing on several projects with refugee-related themes.
Lesbos is the main entry point for refugees seeking a
better life in Europe. Ai said last Thursday that he had

decided to withdraw his works from two Danish muse-
ums out of deep anger at a new law allowing Denmark
to seize valuables from migrants. The Chinese artist is
famous for works addressing human rights abuses,
official corruption and the collision between Chinese
culture and Western consumerism.— AP 

Chinese artist imitates photo of dead...
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Like many others, Nakintu said she had not suspected her
friend or other women from her own country would trick
her into sex work and this approach meant she had let her
guard down. An annual report on human trafficking by the
US State Department in 2015 commented on the network of
Ugandan women coordinating the sending of Ugandan
women for sex exploitation. It listed the top destination
countries as Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and Kenya.

On her first day in Dubai, Nakintu was told that she owed
Saad around $8,000 in recruitment fees that had to be paid
back in instalments as well as costs for accommodation and
meals. The cost was high for a newly-arrived immigrant. A
bed in a room housing up to three women typically costs
Dh1500 ($400). To meet the target income, Saad told her she
had to entertain about 10 men in the first two days. In addi-
tion to turning over her passport, Nakintu had to undergo a
witchcraft ritual during which she swore to hand over her
income to her pimps with the threat of death in 10 days if
this order was defied.

The US State Department Trafficking in Persons 2014
report noted that sex traffickers had been using voodoo ritu-
als and violence to coerce Ugandan women into trafficking
schemes. “The pimps were ruthless women who sold our
passports and return tickets to old prostitutes who wanted
to retire and return to Uganda,” said Nakintu. Nakintu was
moved by Saad to Abu Dhabi where sex workers can earn
more as she was deemed a good sale for higher-end clients.
There she met another Ugandan woman, identified as
Maydina, who had worked her way up from being a night
club prostitute in Abu Dhabi to a pimp married to a high-lev-
el business executive.

Maydina told Nakintu that the secret of wealth in Abu
Dhabi’s sex work was white male clients - and to ensure she
got their phone numbers supposedly for repeat business. A
few days after the first encounter, the worker would call the
client to say she was pregnant, demanding cash not to
expose his identify or $10,000 to return to Uganda for an
abortion. The sex workers could then continue the ruse, ask-

ing their clients for more money because of medical compli-
cations.

Nakintu said new workers were expected to target three
men in their first month with these schemes and few
women resisted because this was often the only way they
could repay their debt. “We were just desperate,” said
Nakintu. Nakintu managed to leave Abu Dhabi in May last
year having been there for just short of a year and having
paid off most of her debts. She returned to Uganda, devas-
tated by the way she had been tricked and mistreated.

Some of her roommates did not hesitate in becoming
recruiters themselves once back home, targeting other
young women in Uganda tired of limited wages and high
unemployment. “Pimping was easy as one would ask friends
to look for victims and pay that friend $100 for each victim
they brought on board. I refused to do this,” Nakintu said
during an interview in a small shop she now runs in Kampala
selling household goods.

The US State Department lists Uganda as a Tier 2 nation
in its annual trafficking report, meaning its government
does not fully comply with the US Trafficking Victims
Protection Act’s minimum standards, but is making signifi-
cant efforts to do so. Moses Binoga, the police commissioner
who heads the Uganda National Counter Human Trafficking
Task Force, said the government has boosted vigilance on all
exit ports to protect vulnerable young women such as
Nakintu from sex trafficking. Last year, the government
stopped about 300 young women from exiting the country
after ascertaining that they were being sent abroad specifi-
cally for the sex trade. Binoga, whom the US State
Department has recognized for his efforts to combat human
trafficking, said the government had also prosecuted and
convicted several traffickers but it was complicated to com-
bat the problem. “The main challenge we have is that
although we can prosecute traffickers on Ugandan soil we
don’t have jurisdiction to prosecute those in the receiving
states,” he said. “Also when we’re prosecuting traffickers we
have to distinguish between victims coerced into sex trade
and those who agreed to a deal to go to Arab states and
work as prostitutes.”  — Reuters 

Uganda women stunned to be duped...

This handout picture taken and obtained from the Marine Nationale (French Navy) yesterday shows the Panamanian-registered cargo ship ‘Modern Express’ being towed away from France by a
tugboat, preventing it from crashing into the country’s picturesque Atlantic coast. The 22 crew of the Modern Express were evacuated by helicopter in dramatic scenes on Jan 26 after an unex-
plained breakdown caused the boat to tilt dangerously. — AFP


