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SANTA ANA: With all three violent
inmates who escaped from a California jail
back in custody, authorities are beginning
to examine how they carried out the jail-
break and what they did during their
week on the run. Orange County Sheriff
Sandra Hutchens vowed over the week-
end to fix the security lapses that allowed
the escape. Early on Jan 22, the men
sawed, crawled and climbed their way out
of the maximum-security Central Men’s
Jail and used a rope made of bedsheets to

rappel four stories to the ground. 
Their escape triggered an intense

manhunt. On Friday, of the inmates, 43-
year-old Bac Duong, surrendered after
walking into an auto repair shop in
Santa Ana just a few miles from the jail.
The last two escapees, Hossein Nayeri,
37, and Jonathan Tieu, 20, were arrested
Saturday after a civilian flagged down
officers near San Francisco’s Golden
Gate Park and pointed out a parked van
that looked like one believed stolen by

the inmates after the escape.
The three did not know each other

before being housed in the Orange
County jail. They were awaiting trial on
charges including murder, attempted
murder, torture and kidnapping. Duong
and Tieu have ties to street gangs that
operate in the shadows of Orange
County’s thriving Vietnamese community.
While behind bars, the three were housed
together in a large jail module that held
65 other men, about half of whom were in

custody for violent felonies. A woman
who taught English at the jail, and is
accused of giving Nayeri a paper copy of a
Google Earth map that showed an aerial
view of the entire jail compound, is also in
custody.

Nooshafarin Ravaghi, a 44-year-old
children’s book author, was arrested
Thursday and booked on suspicion of
being an accessory to a felony. She is
being held pending a court appearance
set for Monday. Authorities say she and

Nayeri - who both were born in Iran -
exchanged letters and had a relationship
that was closer than it should have been,
but stopped short of calling it romantic.
Nayeri is a former Marine who grew up in
the Fresno area, and authorities say it’s
unclear why as an English speaker he was
in her class that teaches English as a sec-
ond language. Built in 1968, the jail that
housed the men holds about 900 inmates.
It was the first breakout from the facility in
nearly 30 years.—AP 

With inmates back in jail, focus turns to how they escaped

ABIDJAN: People attend a live broadcast of the trial of former Ivorian president Laurent Gbagbo in front of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) in The Hague. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Defense lawyers for fallen
Ivorian leader Laurent Gbagbo yesterday
accused his bitter rival President Alassane
Ouattara of seizing power by force aided by
former colonial ruler France after disputed
2010 elections. In an opening statement on
the third day of Gbagbo’s landmark trial on
charges of crimes against humanity, defense
lawyer Emmanuel Altit sought to unmask
what he called a deliberate “smear campaign”
against his client. “Ouattara and his support-
ers wanted to seize power by force and the
battle of Abidjan was, simply put, the very
implementation of this strategy,” defence
lawyer Emmanuel Altit told the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

Gbagbo and his co-accused Charles Ble
Goude, a firebrand militia leader, have denied
four charges of crimes against humanity after
3,000 people were killed following a disputed
Ivory Coast vote. Their highly-anticipated trial
opened on Thursday at the court based in The
Hague and is set to last three to four years.
Gbagbo declared himself the winner of the
vote in late 2010, but major powers including
France and the United States, as well as the
United Nations, backed Ouattara, who had
snatched a narrow victory.

The row triggered a bitter standoff that
saw Gbagbo holed up in the fortified presi-
dential palace and Abidjan-the country’s main
city and commercial capital-turned into a war
zone. “France did not want peace to be nego-
tiated,” Altit said. Then French president

Nicolas Sarkozy “had shown unwavering sup-
port for his friend Ouattara,” defense lawyer
Jennifer Naouri told the court. Gbagbo
became the first ex-head of state to go on trial
at the ICC and Chief Prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda painted a vivid picture of the tur-
moil saying “the Ivory Coast descended into
chaos and was the theatre of unspeakable
violence.”

She alleged on Thursday that Gbagbo, aid-
ed by the military, police and a youth militia
group organised by Ble Goude, had clung to
power by “all means necessary”. But Altit
countered Monday that there had been a
deliberate campaign to make Gbagbo “out to
be some of kind demon” and “paint Ouattara
as the good guy.”

“This is nothing more than a political nar-
rative that has been heated up and re-served.”
Gbagbo lawyer Agathe Bahi Baroan added
that Gbagbo was “not a despot.” “All his life he
fought to defend democracy in the Ivory
Coast,” she said.

‘Crafty plotters, schemers’
“Perhaps someone wants us to forget”

alleged abuses committed by pro-Ouattara
forces, Altit said, adding that even before the
elections Ouattara had been recruiting mer-
cenaries in neighboring Burkina Faso, where
preparations for the assault on Abidjan were
made. “The plans for military action had been
drawn up by the plotters and schemers ... in
cooperation with French military leaders dur-

ing the entire crisis,” he said.
“A fleet of French military aircraft delivered

heavy weapons to pro-Ouattara combatants
in the north of Cote d’Ivoire in February and
March 2011, once again breaking the UN
embargo,” he said, using Ivory Coast’s French
name. If the two men are convicted, the maxi-
mum penalty is usually up to 30 years in
prison. Judges can impose a life sentence
“when justified by the extreme gravity of the
crime”, according to the court ’s guiding
statute. Prosecutors are focusing on four spe-
cific incidents in the orgy of violence in the
world’s top cocoa producer, once held up as a
beacon of democracy in a troubled continent.

One incident is the shelling of a market in
the northern Abobo suburb on March 17,
2011 when pro-Gbagbo forces are alleged to
have killed 40 people and injured 60 others.
Altit recalled how the incident had been loud-
ly condemned at the United Nations. But it led
to a “ground offensive which had been pre-
pared well in advance, craftily, sneakily, by
French forces,” he said. And he regretted that
no French witnesses had been called by the
prosecution, saying only they “have the infor-
mation needed to get” to the truth of what
happened. The ICC is accused by some African
leaders of unfairly targeting them. On Sunday,
during an African Union summit, several con-
tinental heads of state backed a Kenyan pro-
posal to pull out of the ICC on the ground that
it is biased.—AFP 

France aided Ouattara 
to take ‘power by force’

Gbagbo’s defense lawyers blast Ivorian president

RAMALLAH: Israel blocked non-residents
from Ramallah yesterday after a checkpoint
shooting wounded three soldiers, keeping
commuters out of the West Bank city where
the Palestinian Authority is based. The
unusual move also applied to foreigners,
although United Nations officials, interna-
tional NGOs and diplomatic staff were
being allowed in, diplomatic and UN
sources said. Palestinians seeking to leave
Ramallah were also undergoing security
checks, leading to frustration in lengthy
queues. “In accordance with situation
assessments following yesterday’s shooting
attack in Beit El, security measures have
been taken in the area and only residents
of Ramallah are allowed to enter the city,” a
military spokeswoman said.

Sunday’s attack saw a Palestinian who
had worked as a guard for the attorney
general’s office in Ramallah open fire at a
checkpoint outside the city, wounding
three Israeli soldiers before being shot
dead. It was the latest in four months of
Palestinian knife, gun and car-ramming
attacks targeting Israelis. Most of the
attacks have been stabbings, though
shootings have occasionally occurred. The
military spokeswoman said yesterday a
decision on when to lift the measure would
depend on security assessments, with Israel
seeking to halt the wave of attacks.

It was not clear when the last time such
a move had been taken by Israel, though
heavy restrictions were put in place during
the second Palestinian intifada, or uprising,
between 2000 and 2005. Sunday’s shooting
marked at least the second time a
Palestinian security officer had been impli-
cated in an attack in the current wave of
violence. The checkpoint where it occurred,
regularly used by diplomats, journalists and
humanitarian workers, was closed yester-
day morning, an AFP journalist reported. A
number of other roads connecting
Ramallah with the northern West Bank
were also closed or restricted, although
checkpoints near Jerusalem were open.
Later in the day, it appeared that enforce-
ment of the measure varied between loca-
tions.

‘Only the people’  
A large number of Palestinians, aid

workers and diplomats commute to
Ramallah for work or other reasons on a
daily basis. While diplomats were not
directly impacted, “the travel restriction on
Palestinians is having an effect in terms of
our ability to engage”, one Western diplo-
mat said. “A number of meetings have been
called off because Palestinian interlocutors
have not been able to get to the meeting
site.” Palestinians queuing to leave
Ramallah said they considered the measure
to  be punishment for Sunday’s attack.

One woman in her 30s waiting in a taxi
gave her name as Aline and said she was
missing a court date in Nablus in the north-
ern West Bank. “The question is until when
this will happen?” she asked. “Every time
someone has a gun and goes to shoot the
Israeli army? Neither the (Palestinian) presi-
dent is harmed or anyone else. Only the
people are harmed.” Violence since October
has killed 25 Israelis, as well as an American
and an Eritrean, according to an AFP count.
At the same time, 161 Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli forces, most while car-
rying out attacks but others during clashes
and demonstrations. The checkpoint shoot-
ing was one of two attacks on Sunday.
Later in the day, an attempted car-ramming
occurred at a military checkpoint in the
West Bank north of Jerusalem, with the
attacker shot and taken to hospital for
treatment, Israel’s military said. No Israelis
were reported wounded.

Yesterday morning, a 17-year-old
Palestinian was shot dead after trying to
stab soldiers near the Jewish settlement of
Salit in the West Bank, Israel’s army said.
Salit is near Israeli territory, not far from Tel
Aviv. Some analysts say Palestinian frustra-
tion with Israel’s occupation of the West
Bank, the complete lack of progress in
peace efforts and their own fractured lead-
ership have helped feed the unrest. Israel
blames incitement by Palestinian leaders
and media as a main cause of the violence.
Many of the attackers have been young
people, including teenagers, who appear to
have been acting on their own.— AFP 

Israel blocks non-residents 
from Ramallah after attack

EIN SINYA, Palestinian Territories: An Israeli soldier checks the vehicles of
Palestinians on their way out of the West Bank village of Ein Sinya, northern
Ramallah yesterday. —AFP 

Kadyrov issues video of oppn 
leader in sniper’s crosshairs

MOSCOW: One of Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s most loyal allies has stirred fear among
Kremlin critics by releasing a video showing
opposition leader Mikhail Kasyanov in the
crosshairs of a sniper ’s rifle. The video,
released on social media by Ramzan Kadyrov,
the Kremlin-backed leader of Chechnya, fol-
lows weeks of increasingly hostile rhetoric
towards the liberal opposition from the for-
mer rebel fighter, who has called Putin’s
opponents “enemies of the people” who
deserve to be tried for sabo-
tage.

The video, which
Kasyanov, a former prime
minister, said he regarded as
“incitement to murder”, was
issued weeks before the first
anniversary of the murder of
Boris Nemtsov, another
prominent liberal opposi-
tion leader. Police have
charged a group of Chechen
men with that killing, one of
whom Kadyrov praised for
his patriotism after the mur-
der. But Nemtsov’s allies say
the mastermind has not
been found and that a cov-
er-up is underway.

They want Kadyrov ques-
tioned. Kadyrov, 39, has said
the idea that he is a suspect
in the Nemtsov kill ing is
nonsense. Kasyanov, who

once served as prime minister under Putin
only to become one of his biggest critics in
opposition, said he hoped the Russian presi-
dent would speak out against Kadyrov. The
Kremlin said it had not seen the video but
would look into it. “I assess Kadyrov’s move as
incitement to murder a state or civil society
leader,” Kasyanov, who is chairman of the
opposition PARNAS party, told the Ekho
Moskvy radio station.  “It’s a straightforward
criminal offence.”—Reuters


