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Bedoons’ rights guaranteed
KUWAIT: The rights of education and treatment are
guaranteed to all segments of illegal residents in
Kuwait, “regardless of lack of some of their papers or
files,” Yousef Saleh Al-Fadalah, the Executive
Chairman of the Central Agency for Remedying
Illegal Residents Status said yesterday. Fadalah said
in a statement following a meeting with a visiting
US Human Rights Watch delegation, which included
Joe Stark, deputy director of the Middle East divi-
sion at Human Rights Watch and Yemen and Kuwait
Researcher, Middle East and North Africa Division,
Belkis Wille. Fadalah added that he explained efforts
to implement road map and techniques to address
the living conditions of illegal residents. — KUNA

Schools’ medical records
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced yester-
day a uniform e-medical record system would be
applied at school clinics involving, public, private
and special education schools in the coming few
days. The move will be initially put in place at
Farwaniya schools, and then schools at other educa-
tional areas will follow suit as per a definite time-
frame, Assistant Undersecretary of the Health
Ministry for Technical Affairs Qais Al-Dweiri said in a
press statement. The Ministry’s School Health
Department has already completed all necessary
requirements for all grades at six educational areas,
he added.—KUNA
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Ongoing security campaigns
reduce crimes: Official

KUWAIT: Ministry of Interior ’s Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Sulaiman Al-Fahad said yesterday
that security campaigns that have been going on lately
lead to reduction of crime rates and some negative
phenomena in the country. He added that enforcing
the law is everyone’s responsibility, with no exceptions,
and should come along with right legal procedures for
arrests. Lately, MoI has been conducting a wide-scale
security campaign, by increasing checkpoints and secu-
rity patrols all over the country, arresting thousands of
law offenders and fugitives, which had a huge impact
and relief for everyone in the country. —KUNA

Cold weather at nights
KUWAIT: Kuwait Civil Aviation’s Meteorologist Essa
Ramadan expected a decrease in the effect of the
Siberian high pressure in the upcoming days with con-
tinuation of cold weather at night until Thursday. The
light to moderate Northwesterly wind movement will
continue until today and will be active on Wednesday
evening and Thursday, while the temperatures will rise
back to normal rate during the weekend, Ramadan said.
During the past few days, Kuwait witnessed a severe
cold front, where temperatures recorded below zero for
three days. The lowest was three degrees below zero in
the border area of Al-Salmi and some of the western
areas in the country. — KUNA

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: MP Ahmad Mutee’ Al-Azmi urged
Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah to call off Hala February
concerts because of the religious and
moral violations committed during them.
He justified his call by showing respect to
feelings of Muslims in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, Iraq and other places. “We fear that
Almighty Allah will punish us for hosting
such concerts in a conservative country like
Kuwait,” he underlined, referring to recent
videos showing what he described as “acts
of corruption.” “Unfortunately, this is hap-
pening at a time when thousands of
Muslims are suffering from hunger, injus-
tice and killings in Syria, Iraq, Myanmar and
other places,” he said, reminding of how the
information ministry suspended such con-
certs when the Syrian ‘revolution’ started. 

Sawaber complex

The finance ministry’s assistant under-
secretary for expropriation affairs Fahd Al-
Sho’la announced that eight Kuwaiti fami-
lies still inhabited the Sawaber residential
complex because they had lost their apart-
ments’ deeds and that the issuance of alter-
native deeds was in progress pending
expropriating those apartments. “ The
Cabinet’s instructions mandate evicting the
complex by March 31 and those who refuse
eviction will  be evicted by the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare,” he
explained, noting that 40 citizens had
already been given replacement apart-
ments in the West Sulaibikhat project.
Sho’la added that KD 130 million had been
allocated for purchasing the Sawaber
apartments, of which 450 had already been
bought so far. He explained that Sawaber
apartment prices have varied on a yearly
basis compared to when the process start-
ed in 2012, when a unit cost KD 226,000,
while it now costs KD 256,000. 

Former MP fined
A court yesterday fined former MP

Abdulrahman Al-Anjari KD 2,000 in a case
filed against him for slandering His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-
Sabah, who had sued him over a tweet on
the Dow Chemical issue. 

Voters’ registration postponed
Well-informed sources at the elections

department said that registration and trans-
fer of voters this year would be postponed
until concluding the by-elections in the
third electoral constituency. The sources
added that the date of resuming registra-
tions would be declared later by the MoI. 

e-cigarettes
A citizen was arrested on attempting

to smuggle 43 electronic cigarettes at
Nuwaiseeb land border exit, said security
sources, noting that custom inspectors
foiled his attempt, confiscated the seized

items and referred him to re levant
authorities.  

MP Ahmad Al-Azmi

Lawmaker wants Hala February concerts
canceled, fears ‘divine punishment’

Eight families still live in Sawaber

Academics call for developing
education for knowledge economy

Jobs conference concludes first-day sessions
KUWAIT: Eminent academics called on Monday for evolv-
ing all levels of education in the country to be a leading
factor for knowledge-based economy. Speaking at the last
session of the national conference on modern state jobs
from an economic point of view, Dr Adel Al-Huseinan, Vice
President of Kuwait University for Planning, said efforts
directed to education should focus on providing knowl-
edge to students. This goal should be achieved through an
optimal use of available infrastructure of education to cov-
er all levels of education, he added.

Dr Bibi Al-Ajmi stressed on the importance of listing cur-
ricula coping with a perspective of knowledge-based
economy to move to a creative education, indicating that
there are programs focusing on knowledge-based econo-
my.

Meanwhile, Secretary-General of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development (SCPD) Khaled Mahdi said
Kuwait’s development plan embraces the promotion of the
effective role by knowledge-based economy.

This can be notched up by means of encouraging inno-
vation, buttressing creativity, change and development, as
part of a societal culture, Mahdi said, addressing the   con-
ference on functions of a modern state through the per-
spective of the knowledge-based economy. The SCPD chief
called for setting out blueprints and programs of action for
addressing the major challenges the State is facing for the
time being, considering the country’s decision-making
process as “complicated”.

Privatization
Director-General of the Arab Planning Institute Bader

Malallah said in the meantime that it is necessary to pro-
mote and consolidate the concept of privatization and
governance in the diverse sectors of the State. The
economies of developing countries need a quantum shift
in order to keep abreast of the global economy, he said,
pointing out that developing countries suffer a deep gap
between economy and knowledge.

Malallah further indicated that knowledge-based econ-
omy would be listed in development plans through pro-
grams focusing on evolving national economy and
enhancing growth in the country. He added that the event
discusses a key issue represented in searching for alterna-
tives for activating national economy amid the current eco-
nomic phase which has many challenges and difficulties.

Kuwait’s institutions and bodies, specialized in knowl-
edge-based economy, are available, but they need
improvement in their performance, and further coopera-
tion and coordination, he said. Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), Kuwait University, Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research and Arab Planning Institute
are key institutions in the area of knowledge-based econo-
my, he noted.

He said that these institutions, through partnership
based on knowledge-based economy, will work on pro-
moting scientific research and improving the country’s
economy through knowledge and the localization of tech-
nology. Producing knowledge and turning it into a com-
modity in the country needs paying much attention to
these institutions and enhancing the use of information in

national economy, he said, indicating that this move faces
many challenges on national and Arab levels.

He called for increasing the budget of scientific research
as it is very low in Kuwait and Arab countries, stressing the
need to reform knowledge institutions, mainly the area of
scientific research and educational system.

Legislations
Meanwhile, MP Khalil Abdullah said that the National

Assembly has enacted a set of legislations aimed at boost-
ing knowledge-based economy at the national level and is
ready to examine any new ones the government may for-
ward to it. He said “the initiative in this regard is in the gov-
ernment hands because it possesses the apparatuses and
specialized authorities for forwarding bills on knowledge
economy.” The Parliament is ready to discuss and endorse
any bill intended to bolster the national economy, particu-
larly in the realm of knowledge and technological econo-
my, he added.

Khong Ming, CEO of the Singaporean systems institute,
said that  his country, due to shortage of natural resources,
was compelled in the 80s to shift to the knowledge-based
economy, with focus on overhauling teaching and technol-
ogy sectors.

Ming added during the session, chaired by Advisor of
the Amiri Diwan Dr  Yousef Al-Ibrahim, that concentration
on teaching ensures progress of internal investments, par-
ticularly in engineering and advanced technologies.
Singapore, in the 80s, had only 1,800 technology experts,
thus a special plan was mapped out to develop the sector,
and in the early 90s, the figure reached some 150,000.

Yousef Shahid of the World Bank said global economic
challenges compelled nations to focus on developing
internal trade, noting necessity to stimulate private enter-
prise in productive sectors, in shadow of technological
changes.  He also called for increasing research for invest-
ment in new innovations. However he cautioned that

expanding technology had deprived a large number of
personnel of their jobs.

Basic factors
Further, Amani Al-Baddah, Director of International

Relations at Kuwait Foundation for Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS), underscored Kuwait’s strategic location,
available human and financial resources; basic factors for
pressing ahead with the knowledge-based economy.

UN Development Program Resident Representative
Zineb Touimi-Benjelloun stressed the UN readiness to pro-
vide support for Kuwait so as to promote its efforts in
development and knowledge-based economy through
certain programs. She said the UNDP is a strategic partner
at the conference which sheds light on the importance of
knowledge economy in achieving sustainable develop-
ment. She added that the event will focus on government
efforts seeking to create jobs for youth within the frame-
work of the concept of knowledge economy.

On his part, Trevor Liu, CEO of Huawei Technologies in
Kuwait, said that knowledge-based economy based on
information technology is built through joint innovations
and open partnerships. Huawei has expanded its branches
for the first time in 16 years in external markets and man-
aged to make success that helped it be an international
technological company which provides services to a third
of the world’s population, he added. This move was made
by setting up open partnerships across the globe through
innovation and competition, he noted.

The State of Kuwait provides several privileges as it has
a strategic location, a political democratic regime, skilled
workers, an infrastructure and information technology, he
said, indicating that all these privileges contribute to pro-
moting the State’s knowledge-based economy. Huawei will
continue cooperation with the Kuwaiti Government
through providing technologies which can meet the State’s
needs, he stressed.

Re-organized jobs
Earlier yesterday, Minister of Social Affairs and Labor,

and Minister of State for Planning and Development Affairs
Hind Al-Subaih said Kuwait’s jobs sector must be re-orga-
nized to follow up with the developments in the modern
world.

The country can re-organize jobs by following a draft
law called (Economic Activities Law), which allows national
economic bodies to be independent on financial and
administrative levels, while also granting them the right of
self-financing, Al-Subaih, representing His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the con-
ference, said. The two-day conference aims at introducing
the country into the field of knowledge economy, which is
part of Kuwait’s development plan, said the minister.

Subaih, meanwhile, stressed the importance of invest-
ing in knowledge to develop the administrative and techni-
cal side of jobs, by creating partnership with the private sec-
tor as well as foreign investors. Knowledge economy focuses
on turning leading ideas and research into vital products
that can contribute to the country’s GDP and support the
budget, she added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister Hind Al-Subaih speaks at the confer-
ence. — KUNA

Injuries
reported in
accidents

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya firemen dealt with several traffic
accidents reported yesterday, including a collision on
Ghazali Road where a person was trapped in his vehicle.
Firefighters cut the vehicle open to help the driver out
before handing him over to paramedics. Meanwhile,
Kuwait Fire Services Directorate’s (KFSD) operations
received a call about a vehicle which flipped over on
Sixth Ring Road. Firemen managed to free several peo-
ple who were trapped inside their vehicles. An unidenti-
fied number of persons were sent to the nearest medical
facility with various injuries.

Explosives found
Security authorities found explosives in a boat near

Fintas beach yesterday. A civil ID was also found next
to the explosives. The ID was sent to Fintas police sta-
tion.

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday reiterated Kuwait’s con-
demnation of a recent attack targeting a mosque in the
east of Saudi Arabia, which left a number of innocent
people dead or wounded, terming it as a ‘terrorist act.’

The cabinet’s condemnation came during its custom-
ary weekly meeting held in the cabinet’s hall at the
Kuwait International Airport under chairmanship of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. Four people were killed on Friday
when a suicide bomber attacked a mosque in Saudi
Arabia’s eastern governorate of Al-Ahsa. Another 18
people were injured in Friday’s attack, the Saudi Interior
Ministry announced in a statement.

The Cabinet reaffirmed Kuwait’s denunciation of
such terrorist acts that run counter to all heavenly reli-
gions and humanitarian values and norms, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Electricity and Water Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah said in a press statement following
the meeting. It also offered condolence and sorrow to
the Saudi leadership and people over the victims of this
human tragedy, wishing the injured swift recovery, he
said.

Donors conference
At the onset of the meeting, the ministers were

apprised of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s departure to the UK to
attend the fourth international donors conference on
Syria.

His Highness the Amir is accompanied by First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Acting
Minister of Oil Anas Al-Saleh, and several senior officials.
The Cabinet hoped that the conference would come up
with fruitful steps that could effectively help the Syrian
people and alleviate their bitter sufferings and woes.

The ministers were also apprised of a letter received
by His Highness the Amir from UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, who appreciated His Highness the Amir
and government of Kuwait for efforts in the field of cli-
mate change, and invited His Highness the Amir to
attend the signing ceremony of the Paris Agreement on
climate change due at the UN headquarters next April.
His Highness the Amir was sent another letter from

Secretary-General of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Iyad Madani.

Building system
Locally, the cabinet approved a draft law revising

Law No. 5/2005 aiming to revise some articles pertinent
to the regulation of the work of the Kuwait Municipality
and Municipal Council, and punishing violators of the
building system by sentencing them to a term ranging
between six months and seven years in jail, fining them
or facing other penalties.

It also consented to a bill revising Article 16 of Law
No. 106/2013 regarding money laundering and financ-
ing of terrorism, and another draft law amending the
agreement on the protection of nuclear materials.

The ministers further approved recommendations
on a draft decree amending the bylaws of Law No.
116/2014 on partnership between the public and
private sectors, together with another draft decree
endorsing a trade cooperation agreement between
Kuwait and Iraq and a Kuwaiti-Estonian agreement
on visa-exemption for holders of diplomatic pass-
ports. — KUNA
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