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KUWAIT: The following are scripts from an
interview conducted by the French
Embassy in Kuwait with Laurence Tubiana,
Special Representative for the 2015 Paris
Climate Conference, on the COP21
Conference:

Question: How do you assess the Paris
climate conference and the COP21 treaty?

Tubiana: The agreement includes many
elements. It sets a clear framework on
reducing emissions, rehabilitation, funding,
transparency and periodic reviews and
assessment starting in 2018. Our mission
now is to resume communications with all
negotiating teams and governments to
make sure we share the same interpreta-
tion of the agreement, which is no less
important than the agreement itself, and to
continue working with the Paris spirit. 

Question: Do you have any concerns
that the enthusiasm might fade after sign-
ing the agreement on concluding COP21?

Tubiana: This is not likely to happen
because many steps have been set to take
place by 2020. We must decide what is to
be included in the international assessment
of the progress achieved. We must negoti-
ate these tangible points as soon as possi-
ble. Therefore, we must resume high-level
political efforts. Laurent Fabius’ presidency
of COP21 is due to end in Nov 2016 and he
will have many chances to keep the torch
lit.  Negotiators are now putting the final
touches on the agenda with full collabora-
tion with Morocco, where COP22 is due to
be held. Non-official meetings continue to
be held to prepare the Marrakesh agenda
in a good way. 

Question: A team entrusted with exe-
cuting the Paris agreement will be formed
in May. Will this team follow the same
working pattern the Durban program
(ADP) followed? 

Tubiana: Some actions will definitely
resemble the Durban platform but it is
important to follow a different working
pattern that is more confident, active and
productive. We had to negotiate a more
binding agreement over the past few years

and we have to deal with more limited ele-
ments, but we need to define the negotiat-
ing team agenda. Consultations will start
by the end of February and the first round
of the non-official negotiations organized
by Japan and Brazil will start as usual in
Tokyo by then and we will then start set-
ting the Marrakesh and the APA agendas. 

According to the French presidential
view, which is due to be very active, a work-
ing pattern ought to be created now, as
long as we have exchanged political capi-
tals and more trust amongst peoples. We
need to advance faster while prioritizing a
number of issues such as what to start with
in 2016 and in 2017 while taking into con-
sideration that a very significant phase will
start in 2018 when commitments will be
first reviewed. At that time, we will encour-
age and attract countries that can and are
capable of taking more ambitious and
complementary measures. 

Question: Laurent Fabius wishes to
make Dec 12, 2016 historically remarkable.
One year from the agreement, will that be
the first assessment date? 

Tubiana: The minister’s idea is to main-
tain that date and then look into approvals
and whether we are far from actual execu-
tion. In France, we ought to pass a bill on
the agreement before summer and the
question is knowing whether the project
will be referred to the parliament at the
same time or will it need more European
coordination. 

Question: How can Kuwait contribute
to this agreement?

Tubiana: Kuwait has launched several
projects like Al-Shaqaya project, for
instance. Launched in 2011 by the Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR), Al-
Shaqaya project aims at developing the use
of renewable energy in Kuwait as a special
plant for renewable energy would be built
to the west to cover 15 percent of Kuwait’s
needs of energy. Al-Shaqaya project will
reduce burning oil causing more pollution,
and thus will reduce CO2 emissions by 5
million tons.     
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Crown Prince meets Imam

of Makkah’s Grand Mosque
KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yes-
terday Minister of Justice and Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane,
accompanied by the Imam of the Grand
Mosque in Makkah Sheikh Dr Khalid Bin Ali Al-
Ghamdi and his accompanying delegation.

Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
received Saudi Prince Saud bin Abdul Mohsen
bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, Governor of Ha’il and
his accompanying delegation, as well as
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud

Al-Malek Al-Sabah. Protocol Chief at His
Highness the Crown Prince’s Diwan Sheikh
Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah attended both meetings. Later, His
Highness received President of the National
Security Apparatus Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Also yesterday, Speaker of the National
Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem received
Sheikh Dr Khalid Al-Ghamdi on the occasion
of his visit to the country. The meeting was
attended by MPs Faisal Al-Kandari and the
parliament’s Secretary General Allam Al-

Kandari. Ghanem also received Chairman of
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah, who gave him a
copy of a book marking the 10th anniversary
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s assumption of
power titled “Sabah Al-Ahmad.. A Decade of
Achievements.” Meanwhile, Ghanem received
Central Bank Governor Dr Mohammad Al-
Hashel, who presented to him an engraved
commemorative award on the occasion of the
10th anniversary of His Highness the Amir’s
ascension. — KUNA

KFH’s PR team are pictured with the Minister of Information.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) participat-
ed in the opening ceremony of the Sabah Al-
Ahmad Heritage Village in Al-Salmi area. The
opening ceremony kick-started in the presence of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah accompanied by His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Speaker of National Assembly,
the Prime Minister and a number of Ministers.

The events in the village will continue until

mid-March. The Kuwait national heritage festival
will be held for the fifth consecutive time which
makes the village a perfect destination for visitors.
The events coincide with the celebration of
Kuwait’s national days, and the anniversary of
naming the Amir as ‘Humanitarian Leader’. 

Sabah Al-Ahmad Heritage Village is viewed as
one of the top tourist destinations in Kuwait. It
bears the heritage of old values in revelation of
the new age. It is located on a wide area and

encompasses all fundamental elements of her-
itage and entertainment; traditionally-designed
gates, bazaars, family tents, local and internation-
al restaurants, cafes, GCC pavilions, old souks,
lake, competitions and sports. KFH is keen on
sponsoring and supporting what contributes in
achieving development and prosperity, be it in
developing the infrastructure or assuming the
social responsibility in all fields, education, envi-
ronment, health youth and sports.

KFH participates in Heritage

Village opening ceremony
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Writer Abdullah Buwair celebrat-
ed the 10th anniversary of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
reign on Sunday evening at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel. During this celebration, he dis-
tributed the English version of his book ‘HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, Leader
of Humanitarian Work’. He also announced
his preparations to publish a new book,
‘Speeches of HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’.

Sheikha Fariha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
President of the Kuwait Society for the Ideal
Family, President of the Girl’s Club, goodwill
ambassador and sister of HH the Amir,
attended the event. “We are proud to cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
being in power as
these years were
full of achievements
and giving, not only
for Kuwait but also
for many other
countries, so he was
chosen as the
H u m a n i t a r i a n
Leader for his con-
tinuous support for
humanitarian works
for the United
Nations to protect
lives and relieve suf-
fering,” she said.

“This expresses
the active role of
Kuwait that sup-
ports human eco-
nomic and social
development as Kuwait is a part of the
world community and nobody can deny its
role. This international recognition of
Kuwait came after the great role of HH the
Amir and his continuous humanitarian
work that strengthens the leading role of
Kuwait in helping poor countries when fac-
ing disasters and to help them develop. We
consider this honor is a medal of merit for
every Kuwaiti,” added Sheikha Fariha.

Generosity
The organizer of this event and author,

Buwair, stated that this celebration and Jan
29 is not a normal day, as on this day in
2006, HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
became the ruler of Kuwait. “The Al Sabah
ruling family is known for its generosity.
During the reign of various rulers, many
Amiri grants were given to the nation, yet
he gave the biggest grant in Kuwait history
to all citizens of a total value of KD 1.2 bil-

lion, which came after the first grant of KD
200 for each citizen,” he noted during the
event.

“Despite the unstable situation of the
region during the past few years that nega-
tively affected some Arab countries, HH the
Amir ruled the country successfully and
didn’t give a chance for those who wanted
to harm the country. Furthermore HH the
Amir also engaged in many diplomatic
efforts in consolidating relations between
Arab and Gulf countries. Also, Kuwait
opened a new page in relations with Iraq
which appears to resolve various issues
including borders, compensations and
investment between the two countries,”
Buwair said.

Donations
HH the Amir has

also sent donations
to various coun-
tries. “In 2007, dur-
ing the OPEC sum-
mit held in Saudi
Arabia, HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad announced
Kuwait’s donation
of $150 million for
finance scientific
research related to
energy, environ-
ment and climate
change. In May
2008, Kuwait estab-
lished the ‘Decent
Life Fund’ due to
the price hike of
foodstuff and ener-

gy internationally, with a capital of $100
million. In 2009, HH the Amir launched the
‘Support Small and Intermediate
Enterprises’ initiative with a value of $2 bil-
lion, as he ordered to grant $500 million to
launch this initiative. These are a few of the
many other donations and grants including
the Syrian Donors’ Conference. So HH the
Amir was honored as the Humanitarian
Leader due to these achievements,”
stressed Buwair.

Iman Ereiqat, Chief of Mission at IOM
Kuwait, spoke about HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
support that he provided for the United
Nations and other humanitarian work.
Businessman Jawad Bukhamseen also
addressed a speech on HH the Amir and
some of his achievements inside and out-
side Kuwait. After awarding the partici-
pants the attendees were invited to a din-
ner banquet.  
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KUWAIT: (From left) Mustafa Behbehani, Sheikha Fariha Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Jawad
Bukhamseen and Abdullah Buwair attend a ceremony held to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of HH the Amir’s assumption to power. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Iman Ereiqat, Chief of Mission at IOM
Kuwait speaks at the event.

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for Arab Affairs Aziz
Al-Daihani reiterated firm support to the Palestinian
cause, which represents an “essential principle in
Kuwait’s foreign policy.” Kuwait has embraced the
Palestinian cause and struggle since the beginning, as
the Palestinian revolution started its drive from Kuwait,
Ambassador Daihani said during a reception held
recently at the Palestinian embassy in Kuwait to mark
the International Day for 1948 Arab Rights.

He reminisced the year 1936 when Kuwaitis formed a
committee to support the Palestinian people through
collecting donations and sending them to the fighters
there back then.

“Again, and after the Palestinian exodus in 1948,
Kuwaiti official and popular sympathy with their
brethren manifested when Kuwait became home for
many Palestinians, including the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO), which headquartered in Kuwait
since 1964,” Daihani said.—KUNA

Kuwait reiterates support to Palestinian cause 

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for
Arab Affairs Aziz Al-Daihani speaks at
the ceremony. — KUNA photos

Palestinian Ambassador Rami Tahboub
speaks.


