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ADDIS ABABA: UN Secretary General, Ban ki-Moon gives an address at the 26th presidential summit of the African Union on
January 30, 2016. — AFP

ADDIS ABABA: A proposed peacekeeping force for
troubled Burundi appeared in doubt yesterday, as
African leaders pulled back from sending troops amid
vehement opposition from the government in
Bujumbura.  The UN has warned Burundi risks a repeat
of a 1993-2006 civil war, with hundreds killed since
April 2015, when President Pierre Nkurunziza
announced he would stand for a controversial third
term in office. At least 230,000 people have fled to
neighboring countries.

Burundi has consistently opposed the idea of the
AU’s proposed 5,000-strong peacekeeping mission,
saying the deployment of troops without its express
permission would be tantamount to an “invasion
force”.  The AU charter’s Article 4 (h) gives the pan-
African bloc the right to intervene in a fellow nation
state “in respect of grave circumstances, namely: war
crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity.” 

But top African Union diplomats said that sending
troops without Burundi’s approval was “unimagin-
able,” and suggested the bloc might rather send a
“high-level delegation” to hold talks with the govern-
ment.  “It has been, I think, bad communication. It was
never the intention of the African Union to deploy a
mission to Burundi without the consent of Burundian
authorities,” Ibrahima Fall, AU Special Representative

for the Great Lakes Region, told French radio RFI yes-
terday. “This is unimaginable,” the Senegalese diplo-
mat added.

‘We don’t do enough’ 
AU leaders are debating the crisis in Burundi on

the second and final day of the 54-member bloc’s
summit in Ethiopia. The talks are being held behind
closed doors and it is unclear when a final decision will
be taken. Analysts say other African nations are wary
of setting a precedent of deploying troops against the
government’s wishes.  

Chad’s President Idriss Deby, speaking after he
took over the post of African Union chairman on
Saturday, warned colleagues against inaction. “Our
organization acts as it has for the past 20 or 30 years:
we meet often, we talk too much, we always write a
lot, but we don’t do enough, and sometimes not all,”
Deby said.

Nkurunziza’s quest to remain in power sparked
weeks of street protests that were brutally suppressed
and a failed coup.  Since his re-election in July, clashes
between government loyalists and the opposition
have become increasingly violent. The political rheto-
ric has also become more ethnically-charged, spark-
ing fears the ruling party may be trying to drive a

wedge between majority Hutus and minority Tutsis. 

Leaders ‘must be held responsible’ 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, speaking on

Saturday as the AU summit opened, made clear
troops were needed to stem the violence. “Leaders
who stand by while civilians are slaughtered in their
name must be held responsible,” Ban said, insisting
that the Burundi crisis required the “most serious and
urgent commitment”.

He said the UN backed the AU’s proposal “to
deploy human rights observers and to establish a pre-
vention and protection mission”.  But Burundi has
remained defiant in its opposition and has apparently
won supporters.

Asked whether Bujumbura had the support of oth-
er nations opposed to the plan, Burundian Foreign
Minister Alain Nyamitwe insisted it did.  “Yes, very
strong (support), you will see,” he said on Friday.  While
the official theme of the AU meeting is human rights,
leaders are again dealing with a string of crises across
the continent during talks at the organization’s head-
quarters in the Ethiopian capital.  Rather than a new
AU mission, other nations have called for better sup-
port for existing forces, including the 22,000-strong
AU mission in Somalia (AMISOM).   —- AFP 

COPENHAGEN: A performance at Copenhagen’s
Royal Theatre faces an unusual problem: The
stars of the show-sold out in advance — could
face deportation before the final curtain falls. In
“Uropa-An asylum-seekers’ ballet”, six migrants
tell their stories with the help of dancers from the
Royal Danish Ballet, hoping to change percep-
tions of refugees in a country that has recently
rolled out some of Europe’s strictest asylum rules.

“The hardest part is, during the rehearsals,
to speak about your own issues... without
showing any feelings,” said Salam Susu, a 32-
year-old PhD student in musicology from the
Syrian city of Homs. Disco funk music and ballet
moves are mixed with harrowing tales of perse-
cution and rape in the performance, which
opened just days after Danish lawmakers voted
to allow police to confiscate valuables from
refugees and delay family reunifications by
three years.

With few props on stage, dialogue and
dance are at the centre of the English-language
play, which opened on Friday and runs for three
weeks. Although the script involves Susu and
her partner, a music teacher, describing how
their lives descended into chaos as Syria’s civil
war escalated, they say rehearsals helped take
their minds off the nagging uncertainty that
permeates life in an asylum centre.

Three days before the opening of “Uropa”-
the title being a play on the Danish words for
unrest, “uro”, and Europe-they were finally told
that their applications for asylum had been
accepted. “It’s crazy, I cannot believe that before
the premiere we had our asylum,” Susu laughed.

Shrinking cast 
Others have been less fortunate since an

original lineup of 10 were recruited last year:
Two cast members have had their asylum appli-

cations rejected and one person has gone into
hiding. A fourth asylum seeker, Mahyar
Pourhesabi from Iran, was sent to France under
the Dublin Convention, which requires asylum
seekers to have their requests processed in the
first EU country where they arrive.

In a segment of the play he appears to be
sitting in an Internet cafe, speaking to the audi-
ence via a video link about living on the streets
of Paris and sleeping in airports and train sta-
tions. “The asylum system here is not working
well at all,” he says. Director Christian Lollike said
there was no guarantee the remaining cast of
six wouldn’t be decimated further, but main-
tained that using real migrants on stage was an
essential part of the show.

“The meeting of their ‘real’ presence and the
dancers, these two languages, when they meet
that’s when something new is happening,” he
said. Lollike has previously cast maimed Danish
war veterans in a “war ballet”, and he courted
controversy in 2012 by staging a play based on
the manifesto of Norwegian mass killer Anders
Behring Breivik.

“I’m hoping that people will have another
view on what is an asylum seeker... And I
(would) like the refugees to speak for them-
selves and to tell them how they have experi-
enced coming to Denmark and meeting the
Danish system,” he said.

Changing perceptions 
In one scene the actors echo some of the

main arguments used by Danes who want to
curb immigration. “How much tolerance can we
afford?” asks Ali Ishaq, a 45-year-old gay man
from Pakistan. “Shall we tolerate these migrants
who prevent their children from going to state
schools? Or who force their women to dress or
behave in a certain way?” he says. — AFP 
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MOSCOW: At least 12 people, including
three children, perished in a fire in a
Moscow factory that caused the roof to
collapse, Russian authorities said yesterday.
Investigators said the blaze engulfed an
area covering 3,000 square meters in a fac-
tory situated in the east of the Russian cap-
ital, which makes clothing according to
local media.

“Twelve bodies were recovered” at the
site, emergency ministry spokeswoman
Oksana Zolotova told TASS news agency.
Authorities said the victims of the fire were
likely migrants who worked and lived at
the factory. Russia’s child rights commis-
sioner, Pavel Astakhov, wrote on Twitter

that three children had died in the blaze. 
“ Three children were killed, one of

whom was a baby,” Astakhov wrote.
“Preliminary evidence suggests that
migrants lived at their workplace, some
even with their children.” The fire broke out
at around 1800 GMT on Saturday and was
only extinguished around five hours later,
authorities said. The cause of the blaze
remains unknown. A criminal investigation
was launched to determine whether it may
have erupted due to negligence or arson.
The emergency situations ministry initially
reported that there had been no fatalities
in the fire, but investigators later said that
bodies had been found at the site. — AFP 
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LONDON: BBC presenter Terry Wogan, one of British
television’s most familiar faces and long-running
anchor of its Eurovision coverage, died of cancer yes-
terday aged 77, his family announced. “Sir Terry
Wogan died today after a short but brave battle with
cancer. He passed away surrounded by his family,” said
a family statement.

Irish-born Wogan had a successful television
career, most notably anchoring Britain’s flagship chat
show during the 1980s, and hosted a hugely popular
radio show for 27 years, retiring in 2009. Prime
Minister David Cameron said Britain had lost a huge
talent.

“I grew up listening to him on the radio and watch-
ing him on TV,” he wrote on Twitter. “His charm and wit
always made me smile. “Britain has lost a huge talent-
someone millions came to feel was their own special
friend,” he added. Wogan started his career as a
banker in Ireland but after five years left to become a
radio newsreader, beginning a remarkable broadcast
career that was recognised with first an OBE and then
a knighthood in 2005.

He began presenting the BBC Radio 2 breakfast
show in 1972, helping it become Europe’s most-lis-
tened radio broadcast with a combination of smooth

Irish charm and a subversive sense of fun. He also
hosted BBC TV chat show “Wogan” from 1982 until
1992, presiding over many memorable moments
watched by millions of viewers.

They included football legend George Best turning
up drunk, former sports presenter David Icke pro-
claiming himself as “a son of the Godhead”, US actor
Chevy Chase remaining silent throughout the inter-
view and music icon David Bowie refusing to cooper-
ate. “David Bowie, well he probably wasn’t at his best
when I interviewed him,” he later said. “I thought a sol-
id slap would have helped the situation. I didn’t hit
him, of course, but it came close.”

‘Most remarkable’ Eurovision host 
Tony Hall, the BBC’s director general, led the trib-

utes, calling Wogan “a national treasure”. “For 50 years
Sir Terry graced our screens and airwaves,” he added.
“His warmth, wit and geniality meant that for millions
he was a part of the family.” Broadcaster and journalist
Piers Morgan called him “one of the greatest broad-
casters who ever lived”.

Wogan offered commentary on the Eurovision
Song Contest from 1980 until 2008, garnering a huge
following with his light-hearted cynicism of the kitsch

music competition. In an address to Eurovision dele-
gates shortly after handing over the British commen-
tary to fellow Irishman Graham Norton, Wogan criti-
cised countries who voted together along political
lines in the annual singing contest.

He told them to stop taking the event so seriously
because “everybody knows it is rubbish”. Despite occa-
sionally irritating organisers with his remarks, for
instance when he named the 2001 hosts “Dr Death
and the Tooth Fairy”, Eurovision yesterday tweeted
that it was “deeply saddened” by Wogan’s passing.

“He was without doubt the most remarkable
Eurovision commentator in history,” the organisation
said. Wogan, born in Limerick in 1938, also hosted
popular quiz show “Blankety Blank” and annual
fundraising event “Children in Need” for over 30 years.

“Sir Terry has always been at the heart of the
Charity,” said the fundraiser. “We will miss him so
much.” He even entered the pop charts in 1978 with
his version of popular English folk song “The Floral
Dance”. A keen golfer, Wogan holds the distinction for
sinking the longest ever televised putt, holing from 33
yards during a pro-celebrity tournament. He is sur-
vived by three children, another one dying shortly
after birth, and wife Helen Joyce. — AFP 

LONDON: This file photo taken on September 7,
2009 shows TV and radio presenter Terry Wogan
taking part in a charity recording of a Children in
Need album, joining forces with Pink Floyd
drummer Nick Mason, ex-Rolling Stone Bill
Wyman, singer Midge Ure and many others at
Abbey Road studios. — AFP 

MOSCOW:  In this photo taken late Saturday, Jan  30, 2016, firefighters pre-
pare to work to extinguish a fire at a textile workshop. — AFP  
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ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia is struggling from its
worst drought for 30 years with millions in dire
need of life saving aid, UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon warned yesterday. At least 10.2
million people need food aid in Ethiopia, a fig-
ure the UN has warned could rise sharply, as
“forecasts indicate that it could double within
months” casting a fifth of the population into
hunger.

Floods and failed rains caused by the El
Nino weather phenomenon have sparked a
dramatic rise in the number of people going
hungry in large parts of Africa, with Ethiopia of
special concern. “People of the country are fac-
ing the worst drought in 30 years. ...the scale of
emergency is too much for any single govern-
ment,” Ban told reporters in the Ethiopian capi-
tal. “Immediate support will save lives and also
support the impressive development that
Ethiopia has made during the last decade.”

Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister Demeke
Mekonnen warned his country had less than
half of the $1.4 billion (1.3 billion Euros) need-
ed. “Last year Ethiopia was hit by one of the
strongest El Nino events on record... the scale
and severity of humanitarian needs have sig-
nificantly increased,” he said. Food insecurity is
a sensitive issue in Ethiopia, Africa’s second
most populous nation which enjoys near-dou-
ble-digit economic growth, but which has
struggled to change its image following
famine in 1984-85 after extreme drought.

‘Disturbing sense of deja vu’ 
“Those who remember Ethiopia in the

1980s may feel a disturbing sense of deja vu,”

the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a report
earlier this month. “The country is once again
facing devastating climatic conditions: Rains
have failed; millions of people need food aid;
children are suffering from severe malnutri-
tion.”

Thousands have left hardest hit regions,
with stream of refugees still travelling across
the Gulf of Aden to Yemen despite the conflict
raging there.  Nearly 100,000 Ethiopians and
Somalis last year travelled by boat to Yemen,
according to UN figures.

El Nino is triggered by a warming in sea sur-
face temperatures in the Pacific Ocean. It can
cause unusually heavy rains in some parts of
the world and drought elsewhere. In southern
Africa, around 14 million people across south-
ern Africa face going hungry after a prolonged
drought wrecked harvests, with Malawi among
the worst hit countries. Little rainfall in 2015
has left 2.8 million people in Malawi facing
hunger, 1.9 million in Madagascar and 1.5 mil-
lion in Zimbabwe, where last year’s harvest was
half that of the previous year.

In war-torn South Sudan, bordering
Ethiopia, UN-backed experts warned late last
year of a “concrete risk of famine” with tens of
thousands of people feared to be starving to
death outside areas aid workers can reach.

Some aid has been delivered, but civilians
report dire conditions. The conflict has trig-
gered a humanitarian crisis with 2.3 million
people forced from their homes and 5 million-
around half the population-in need of emer-
gency food aid. — AFP 

GORAYE: This file photo taken on March 24, 2006 shows
sheep carcasses covering the ground on the path lead-
ing toward the crater of an extinct volcano in Goraye in
the Borana district of southern Ethiopia. — AFP 
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THESSALONIKI: Two men with Swedish pass-
ports and carrying machetes and other “com-
bat paraphernalia” have been arrested in
Greece, suspected of links to jihadist groups,
Greek police sources said yesterday. 

A 28-year-old man of Bosnian descent and
a 19-year-old of Yemeni origin were travelling
by bus when they were arrested Thursday in
the northern city of Alexandroupolis, near the
Turkish border, according to police sources.
Inside their luggage were found two
machetes, army uniforms and other “combat
paraphernalia”, the sources said.  

Both men have been charged with carry-
ing weapons and will go before a magistrate
on Tuesday, police said. The 28-year-old is
known to European authorities for ties to
jihadists, having been convicted in the past

for planning a terrorist attack and was under
the close eye of Swedish authorities,  police
sources said.  

Mega Channel reported yesterday that in
2005 the man was arrested in Bosnia after
the police, during a raid at his house, found a
suicide belt, explosives and a video showing
a man with a covered face threatening ter-
rorist acts against the US Capitol and the
White House.  He was sentenced to up to 14
years in Bosnian prison, but was released in
2011 and asked for political asylum in
Sweden, according to Greek police sources.
The two men arrived in Greece by plane from
Sweden “ten days ago”, and they travelled by
bus to Thessaloniki and then to
Alexandroupolis with tickets bound for
Turkey, police said. — AFP 
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