
NEW YORK: Bernie Sanders, the Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful beating Hillary Clinton in the Iowa polls, is
the country’s longest serving independent
Congressman who is calling for a political revolution
in America. An outsider like Donald Trump, albeit at
the opposite end of the spectrum, the 74-year-old
Democratic socialist may be the eldest contender in
the White House race but he has done the most to
inspire passionate support among young liberals.

Outwardly serious-even friends call him grumpy-
the senator from Vermont has spent a lifetime in pub-
lic office addressing income inequality and fumes that
the top 0.1 percent of Americans owns as much
wealth as the bottom 90 percent.

Bernie, as he is known to fans, calls inequality the
great moral, economic and political issue of the times,
and demands campaign finance reform that would
prevent billionaires from spending unlimited funds in
propelling their candidates to the White House.

He has drawn thousands to his rallies, winning
endorsements from Oscar-winner Susan Sarandon
and Ben and Jerry’s ice cream, which concocted a new
flavor “Bernie’s Yearning”-mint covered in a thick
chocolate-in his honor.

“We are touching a nerve with the American peo-
ple who understand that establishment politics is just
not good enough. We need bold changes, we need a
political revolution,” he said during a CNN townhall
debate in Iowa today. Written off by his opponents as
a wacky socialist, Sanders admits to being taken aback

by the extent to which his message has resonated in a
Democratic race where Hillary Clinton is expected to
win the nomination.

He has run a progressive campaign calling for uni-
versal health care coverage, a $15 minimum wage,
reining in Wall Street, free tuition at public universities,
taxing the wealthy and pulling 27 million Americans
out of poverty. The big question, as with Trump, is
whether Sanders can transform his popularity among
people who generally do not vote into turnout today.

Struggled for money 
Born in Brooklyn, New York on September 8, 1941

and brought up in a hard-working Jewish family that
could never afford to move out of their small apart-
ment, he has spoken of knowing first hand the strug-
gle for money. His father was a Polish immigrant
whose family was wiped out in the Holocaust. He
attended James Madison High School and Brooklyn
College, before transferring to the University of
Chicago. As a student, he became involved in the civil
rights movement and took part in the march on
Washington, where Martin Luther King Jr delivered his
“I Have a Dream” speech in 1963. After graduating,
Sanders worked on an Israeli kibbutz and moved to
Vermont where he worked as a carpenter and film-
maker.

In 1981, he was elected as mayor of Burlington, the
state’s largest city, by a mere 10-vote victory and went
on to win another three terms. Under his administra-

tion, the city made strides in affordable housing, pro-
gressive taxation, environmental protection, child care
and women’s rights. In 1990, he was elected to the
House of Representatives as an independent for
Vermont, taking his fight against inequality to
Congress. After 16 years in the House, he was elected
to the Senate and is serving his second term after win-
ning re-election in 2012 with 71 percent of the vote.

Pillar of integrity 
In 2014, he worked with Republican Senator John

McCain to pass legislation to make it easier for veter-
ans to get medical care, beating the partisan gridlock
that has paralyzed much of Washington life in recent
years.

He registered as a Democrat last year and
announced his presidential run. Sanders has steadfast-
ly refused to wage personal attacks on Clinton, includ-
ing over the email scandal that dogged her stint as
secretary of state, or her husband’s extra-marital
liaisons. “The American people are sick and tired of
hearing about your damn emails,” he said during a tel-
evised debate in October, while acknowledging it was
not good politics to let Hillary off the hook. In the end,
his outburst hogged the headlines, earning him plau-
dits for his integrity. It is a message lapped up by
Democrats disillusioned with the Clintons and
Americans asking why they work so hard and yet lag
so far behind other industrialized nations in having
the right to paid leave and health care. — AFP 
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IOWA: Democratic Presidential Candidate Bernie Sanders speaks at the University of Iowa in Iowa City. — AFP
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AMES: If the Republican establishment can
indeed strike back, as several 2016 presidential
campaigns are hoping, this might be Marco
Rubio’s moment. Florida’s freshman senator is
making his mark just before the Iowa caucuses,
the crucial first contest in the party nomination
races.

At rallies and coffee shops across the state,
he presents himself as the rational, policy-
focused conservative in the campaign, counter-
ing the heated rhetoric of frontrunner Donald
Trump and the Tea Party ideology of core con-
servative Ted Cruz. He is attracting interest from
young voters who share his optimism about
America and appreciate his family story of a
dynamic son of Cuban immigrants who pulled
himself up by his own bootstraps.

And he his courting Iowa’s all-important
evangelical voters, invoking God and religion
now perhaps more than ever.  “He draws from all
corners of the party,” Rubio’s communications
director Alex Conant said at a Saturday rally in
Ames, one of several Rubio is holding up until
caucus time today.

While he still trails billionaire Trump and fel-
low US senator Cruz in polls, a stronger-than-
expected bronze medal finish here would boost
his claim as the pre-eminent mainstream
Republican in the race going into the votes in
New Hampshire and South Carolina.

“Traditionally there are three tickets out of
Iowa, and we’d be thrilled with a strong third
place,” said Conant, downplaying expectations
even as Rubio narrows the gap on Cruz. So why
isn’t Rubio eyeing Iowa’s top two spots? “We’re
running against the greatest showman on Earth,
and the greatest ground game that’s ever been
assembled in Iowa,” Conant observed about
Trump and Cruz.

“If we can finish ahead of the other tradition-
al Republican candidates going into New
Hampshire, I think that’s a strong position for us.”

Rubio is well ahead of Jeb Bush, the former
Florida governor and son and brother of two
presidents, and governors Chris Christie of New
Jersey and John Kasich of Ohio.

In New Hampshire, however, he trails Kasich
and Bush, along with Trump and Cruz. In Iowa,
though, Rubio has risen to 14.5 percent in the
RealClearPolitics poll average, while second
place Cruz has slipped to 24.5 percent support.
Trump has also declined, but still leads at 30.8.

While Cruz recently had been launching a
comprehensive assault against Trump, he now
trains his fire on Rubio, a sign the Texan is con-
cerned about Rubio’s Iowa rise. On the cam-
paign trail now, Cruz regularly invokes Rubio’s
name, often to slam his positions on immigra-
tion.

On the ‘same wavelength’ 
Rubio is doing something regularly in Iowa

as well-talking a lot about God. Like his rivals,
Rubio has launched a full court press to woo
evangelicals, the religious conservatives so vital
in first-to-vote Iowa. “Our rights don’t come from
our government, our rights don’t come from our
laws,” he said in Ames. “Our rights come from our
Creator.”

The 44-year-old Rubio’s secret weapon might
well be young voters, who are expressing dissat-
isfaction with Trump’s coarse, confrontational
rhetoric and are turning to Rubio as an opti-
mistic 21st century leader. “Rubio and I are on
the same wavelength on a lot of important
issues,” said Nathan Haila, 36, a product manager
for a manufacturing company.

He said he appreciates some aspects of
Trump’s message, “but at the end of the day, pol-
icy matters.” Trump’s relentless combativeness,
insults and simplifications of complex policy
issues can be counterproductive, Haila said. “It’s
hard to hear sometimes through the rhetoric
what somebody’s actually going to do.” — AFP 

Marco Rubio hitting timely 
stride ahead of Iowa vote

IOWA: Republican presidential candidate, Sen Marco Rubio, R-Fla, speaks during a
campaign rally, Saturday, Jan 30, 2016, in Des Moines. — AP 

‘Leave us alone’: Oregon 
town tired of standoff

BURNS: People who live in Burns, the
small high desert town near a wildlife
refuge that has been occupied by an
armed group for a month, say they are
sick of the disruption to their lives. “We
just want to go back to the way we
were,” Barbara Ormond, who owns a
quilt store in downtown Burns, said
Saturday. “We want everyone to leave
us alone.”

Four people occupying an Oregon
wildlife refuge held their position
Saturday and posted live videos
describing their situation and reiterat-
ing their demand that they be allowed
to leave with being arrested. The jailed
group’s leader, Ammon Bundy, and 10
others who were arrested earlier in the
week remained in custody. Through his

lawyer, Bundy on Saturday again called
on the remaining occupiers to leave.
The FBI has said it’s trying to resolve
the situation peacefully. While the
standoff that originated over federal
land-use policies has led to filled-up
hotels and restaurants as police, pro-
testers and media have flocked to the
area, locals say the conflict is upsetting
and pitting neighbor against neighbor.

Community dissension 
“It’s tearing the community apart,”

said Bonnie Angleton, who owns a gift
shop downtown. “I care about the peo-
ple who live here.” Kate Marsh, an artist
in town, said many residents work for
the government, while others have
their livelihoods depend on govern-

ment agencies. “There is some dissen-
sion in the community,” Marsh said. 

Authorities say Bundy, the leader of
the group that seized the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge, and others
used the social media and other plat-
forms to summon recruits to join their
takeover. Court documents against the
11 occupiers under arrest show FBI
agents have scrutinized social media
postings, interviews and online talk
shows that have been made during the
standoff that began Jan 2.

Bundy and several other jailed lead-
ers appeared Friday in federal court in
Portland, where a judge denied their
release. US Magistrate Judge Stacie
Beckerman said Bundy, his brother
Ryan Bundy and Ryan Payne pose a
danger to the community, and she is
concerned they would not follow
orders to return to Oregon for criminal
proceedings. The only woman arrested
so far in the standoff, Shawna Cox, will
be allowed to go home while her case
makes its way through the court sys-
tem. But Beckerman said that won’t
happen until after the armed occupa-
tion ends. Ammon Bundy’s lawyer,
Lissa Casey, said her client is not
aligned with those remaining at the
refuge near Burns and he wants to go
back to his family. Bundy and his fol-
lowers took over the refuge to demand
that the federal government turn pub-
lic lands over to local control. They
have complained about what they say
are onerous federal rules governing
grazing and mining rights across the
West.  — AP BURNS: Protesters stand in front of the Harney County Courthouse. — AP 

CHICAGO: A white police officer plans to
sue the estate of a black teenager he shot
dead because he was traumatized by the
fact that he accidentally killed the teen’s
neighbor in the incident, his lawyer said
Saturday.

“The damage is my client feels horri-
ble that Bettie Jones is dead because of
the actions he was forced to take,” attor-
ney Joe Brodsky said. “It’s affected him
greatly. It’s a burden he’s going to have to
carry for the rest of his life.” The
December 26 shooting came as the US
city was reeling from a series of incidents
in which police were accused of being
too ready to pull the trigger on their serv-
ice weapons.

The family of Quintonio LeGrier, 19,
has repeatedly said there was no reason
why police should have opened fire
when responding to a domestic distur-
bance at their home. They have sued

both the city and the officer who shot
him: Robert Rialmo, 27. A wrongful death
suit filed by LeGrier’s father, Antonio,
argues that the teen “never had posses-
sion or control of a weapon” and was not
a threat to Rialmo or anyone else at any
point. Rialmo was standing outside when
he opened fire on LeGrier, who was
inside the building, the lawsuit said.
Antonio LeGrier is also suing for wrongful
arrest after police made him leave his
dying son in order to file a statement
about the incident. City officials have
apologized for the death of Jones, a 55-
year old mother of five, but have said
LeGrier’s shooting was justified.

The city has released few details
about the incident except to say that
LeGrier was brandishing a baseball bat
when he was shot after his father called
for help in the wee hours of the morning.
LeGrier, an engineering student who was

struggling with mental health problems,
had called 911 for help several times ear-
lier that evening but the dispatcher did
not send an officer to the house until his
father called. Brodsky said that makes the
incident a “double tragedy because if my
client had advance knowledge he was
dealing with a mentally ill person he may
have handled this in a different way.”

‘Winning the lottery’ 
Police tactics and racism have been

the subject of a national debate since
protests erupted in Ferguson, Missouri, in
mid-2014 over the shooting death of a
black teenager, 18-year-old Michael
Brown. The US Justice Department is
investigating how Chicago police use
force after the death of another black
teenager, Laquan McDonald, who was
shot 16 times as he was walking away
from officers. — AFP 

Cop to sue estate of black teen he killed


