
FROM THE ARABIC PRESS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2016

A
l-Jarida

Crime
R e p o r t

Child molester caught at airport
Salmiya police foiled the attempt of a haris (building jani-
tor) who tried to flee the country after he was accused of
molesting an American child. Colonel Majid Al-Adwani
ordered airport officers to keep the suspect from escaping,
and they stopped him minutes before leaving. A security
source said the child’s father told Salmiya police the eight
year old was molested by the Indian haris while playing
outside their apartment. 

Bedoon wanted for death threat
A bedoon youth was placed on the wanted list for
charges of threatening to kill his father, and possession
of a fire arm and ammunition. An elderly bedoon man
told Sulaibiya police, that he is in his seventies and
retired recently, and his 24-year-old son takes care of
the family expenses. He said he was surprised by his
son pulling a pistol in his face threatening him, and
added that his son told him that next time it will not be
a threat only. The father said he did not know why his
son acted this way.

Infamous policeman
caught with drugs 

KUWAIT: The police officer who became infamous after a
video clip went viral showing him forcing an Asian man to
do push-ups while being kicked inside Sabah Al-Salem
police station in 2014, was arrested by Qadisiya police in
possession of shabu (the local name for crystal meth) and
paraphernalia. He was sent to Drugs Control General
Department (DCGD). A security source said that Najda
police patrols suspected a person and asked for his ID and
found that he is a police officer in an inebriated condition,
and when he was subjected to a precautionary search, the
drugs were found on him.

No doctors hurt at Al-Amiri
An informed security source denied reports of doctors
being attacked by individuals at Amiri hospital, and
causing damage. The source said the incident is only
about a domestic dispute and a verbal exchange.

Felon arrested
A citizen wanted on 14 felony cases, most notably kidnap-
ping and restricting freedom of others, was arrested by
policemen in Salmi after fierce resistance in his attempt to
escape, and he was jailed.

Oil prices
Al-Qabas

By Qais Al-Usta

Bu Khalid is Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah,
and Farid Behbehani is a Kuwaiti citizen, a relative

and friend. I know him for 20 years, and also know that
he is a peaceful citizen who does not have friction with
anyone. Farid told me that he sent the family driver to
the traffic department to renew the car’s registration, but
he (the driver) returned home dejected, then following
questioning, it was found that the officer in charge asked
the driver to repair the windshield, which had a crack.

Farid said that one or two days later he went himself
to find a young officer with a middle rank to explain to
him what happened, but he still insisted on the same
request. Farid said, “I became somewhat angry, and told
the officer, ‘Repair the streets, then ask us to repair the
windshields, because I will repair it today, then the gravel
guns will spray and smash the windshield again’. Yet the
officer insisted on his stand, and told me loudly that,
“This is not my problem, the public works is responsible
about the roads’ conditions - either you change the
windshield or no renewal’.”

Of course, I did not mention that Farid is born in 1957,
and through the explanation, it is clear that the officer is
as young as Farid’s children, and the question arises: Is it
natural for an officer to tell a citizen that the problem is
in another ministry, as if the other ministry does not fol-
low the government in which the officer is working, and
if so, is it the responsibility of the citizen to correct the
ministry? Then since when some of our uniformed men
shout in the face of a citizen of the same age as their
father?

Bu Khalid, I wish, your excellency, that you would
issue a decision to stop asking for change of windshields
until we know the right thing about the street gravel,
because people have begun to tighten their belts
according to the wishes of the wise government, and
demanding the change of windshield is not logical,
because the public works ministry received substandard
roads.

Bu Khalid, I know how effective is your media appara-
tus, so I conclude by saying: Was the message received?
Because I know this column will be at your excellency’s
desk at 8:00 am. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Bu Khalid, listen
to this story

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Zainab Al-Hasawi 

After reviewing the vocational center for child eval-
uation and teaching (CCET), results showed sever-
al recommendations, of which the most impor-

tant were: Using government support in developing the
management of integration training centers, utilizing
experts’ experiences in developing vocational develop-
ment programs in those centers, exchanging expertise
at universities and foreign training centers’ levels and
developing the integration school administrations by
establishing a means of communication under the
supervision of the Ministry of Education (MoE), through
which all integration schools display their successful
experiences.  

It was also noticed that the most important means of
developing integration school directors vocational
development training centers in Kuwait were as follows:

* More contributions should be made by bodies like
the parliament through passing needed legislations,
MoE by setting executive charts and regulations, MoH
by early diagnosis of disabilities, the information min-
istry by spreading public awareness and the culture of

integration in mainstream schools. 
* Providing the needed human resources to enable

integration school directors carry out their administra-
tive tasks. 

* Holding regular periodic meetings for integration
school directors to assess and adjust integration pro-
grams if needed and to avoid central decision-making
and enable integration leaders outside school directors
make their own contributions. 

* Increasing the number of integration school direc-
tors’ training centers. 

* Setting a new payroll system based on vocational
efficiency rather than on seniority. 

* Follow up and assessment are the final steps
towards avoiding possible shortcomings in those voca-
tional development programs that might result from
application mistakes and errors. 

I suggest utilizing CCET’s experience in integration
school directors’ vocational development, which is a
leading one in Kuwait. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Integrating students with special
needs in education - Part VI

Driver beats daughter
A citizen accused a driver of insulting and beating her
daughter after chasing them in Abdallah Al-Mubarak
area, and lodged a complaint against him. The lady
told police that a person was driving a sports-utility-
vehicle (SUV) harassed and chased her and her daugh-
ter, then forced them to stop, then knocked at the
glass. The daughter went out of the car to find out
what was going on, the man beat her while insulting
her verbally in front of other motorists, then drove off.
Investigations are underway.

Traffic officer insulted
Not only did a driver violate the traffic law in Fahaheel area
as she left her car in a no parking area, but she also insult-
ed the officer who ticketed her. An officer had noticed the
female citizen parking her car, so he told her to move, but
she refused and kept her car in the place. The officer then
wrote her a ticket and she became angry and insulted him
verbally. The officer lodged a complaint against her at
Fahaheel police station.

Citizen conned
A citizen told Adan police that a Syrian cheated him
when he made him believe he will buy him a truck
engine for KD 12,000, and lodged a complaint against
him. Police are investigating. — Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Labor transaction fees
increasing this week?

5,500 received pay illegally

KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority (MPA) is about to issue
new fees on labor transactions within days, informed sources said.
The MPA has completed the study on increases, the sources said,
adding that transfer fees will be increased to KD 50 instead of KD
10, first time work permit to KD 50 and renewal to KD 10. The
sources expected the decision to be issued this week. 

In other news, the Manpower and Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) detected suspected violations by 5,500 employ-
ees in 45 government departments who received social and chil-
dren allowances (labor support) based on a Cabinet decision to
pay these allowances to those working in non-government areas.
MGRP Secretary General Gawzi Al-Majdali said the total amount of
support funds that were spent undeservedly are up to KD 10 mil-
lion. He added that “those areas were contacted to take all neces-
sary measures to recover this money by the government.”

Majdali said the auditing the program did on those who
deserve allowances revealed that those employees were working
for the private sector before transferring to the government and
were receiving the allowances set for them by law, but the pro-
gram discovered that they were continuing their studies at the
same time, and the law does not allow those who deserve
allowances to combine work in the private sector and study at the
same time. Majdali said “the program must be provided with
copies of study certificates of employees the government depart-
ments were contacted about”. He said the program asked that the
allowances amounts those employees received to be deducted
from their salaries. Majdali demanded all these employees to pay
what they owe and the money they received unrightfully from the
state. — Al-Anbaa, Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: The state gained KD 231.1 billion
during 15 years of surplus, which is more
than three quarters of a trillion dollars, and
despite this the state is heading for auster-
ity and reducing subsidies following the
first year of deficit. This issue is dominating
discussions in diwaniyas and creating
depressing questions: Where did the bil-
lions of the surplus years go? Were they
stolen? Were they lost in squandering left
and right? Did the state fail in managing
them? Those questions were presented to
Deputy Prime Minister, Finance Minister
and Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh, so
what was his answer?

Kuwait left the deficit era in 2000, and
achieved surpluses over 15 consecutive
years, during which huge amounts accu-
mulated, reaching KD 52.2 billion, which
were sent to the general reserve fund, in
addition to KD 33.6 billion that was trans-
ferred to the future generations fund. The
last surplus years were in 2013-2014, then
after that the general budget recorded its
first deficit in fiscal year 2014-2015 of KD
2.72 billion, but it was not a true deficit -
rather it was a deficit on paper resulting
from transferring 25 percent of income
(nearly KD 6.32 billion) to the future gener-
ations fund.

‘Rich years’
Calculations of official figures that were

published on the finance ministry site
showed the state earned nearly KD 231.1
billion over the past 15 years, most of
which came from selling oil. This large fig-
ure that is over three quarters of a trillion
dollars, which is nearly KD 165 million for
each citizen, makes disappointment war-

ranted, as people feel the savings of the
‘rich years’ did not help in the first deficit
years. This is only half the truth - the other
half is that state expenses jumped tremen-
dously during the surplus years 4.7-fold
over what they were in 1999-2000 (from
KD 4 billion in 2000 to KD 18.9 billion in
2014), and particularly salaries jumped
during the same period nearly fourfold of
what they were from (1.3 billion to more
than KD 5 billion). 

It can be said that of the KD 213 billion
gained by Kuwait over 15 years, one third
of it was saved between the general
reserve and future generations fund (32.3
percent) and two thirds was spent on cur-
rent and capital expenses (67.7 percent).

General reserve
Saleh said what the state made in sur-

plus over the past 15 years is kept in the

general reserve of the state and did not
evaporate as some people think. He said
the rationalization the state is heading to
is more linked with the deficit registered in
state deficit for the current and next year,
and not because of weakness in Kuwait’s
economy. Saleh said the surplus in the
budget over the past 15 years accumulat-
ed in the reserves one year after the other,
so the financial situation of the state is
strong and does not call for alarm, but as
for the annual general budget, it is facing
pressure and the deficit needs to be cov-
ered. Saleh explained that despite what
the state has in reserves, from the account-
ing aspect, the surplus is sent to the gener-
al reserve, and 10 percent of revenues are
taken for the future generations fund, con-
trary to the registered deficit which needs
yearly coverage and cannot be moved to
the general reserve without coverage, be
it by withdrawing from the reserve or by
financing through known borrowing
tools.

Saleh said the state’s general budget
came under pressure because of the sharp
drop in oil prices in world markets, so the
financial directions included taking meas-
ures and having programs that aim at
rationalizing spending and reducing
spending items. He said efforts of the
finance ministry are currently focused on
adopting rational financial policies that
guarantee not overspending, and avoid-
ing decisions that constitute new financial
burdens on the public budget, especially
since oil revenues dropped by 74.2 per-
cent, so estimates of oil revenues in the
new budget is nearly KD 5.8 billion, 78 per-
cent of total revenues. — Al-Rai

Anas Al-Saleh

Proposed law allows parents
to sue fee-hiking schools

KUWAIT: While Education Minister Bader Al-Essa said
the private education law whose draft was submitted to
the parliamentary education committee will put an end
to the issue of private school fee hikes, committee rap-
porteur MP Humoud Al-Hamdan revealed that for cer-
tain categories of private schools - foreign, bilingual or
Arab - in the new private education law enables parents
to take the schools to court if they raise fees without
complying with the law after its approval.

“We were keen to prepare a comprehensive law that
keeps the schools’ rights while at the same time guaran-
tees parents’ rights,” Essa said. He added that the law has
items that organize the fees, and the issue of private
education will be opened in the coming days, and “we
will cooperate with the education committee in order to
come out with a law that protects all parties”. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: The Supreme Council for
Planning and Development (SCPD)
has warned the government in gener-
al and the finance ministry in particu-
lar about the budget deficit. A SCPD
report stressed that the 2016-2017
budget was void of any solutions or
tangible measures to fix the current
problems and undo what it described
as ‘financial laxity’ that has impacts on
political and sociopolitical stability. 

The report also warned of vast neg-
ative impacts of declaring unprece-
dented deficits while the government
does not make clear scheduled
pledges to carry out the needed reme-
dies. The report used phrases like: “the
economy is heading towards a very
sharp slope”, “continuation of current
spending would lead state economy
to big shocks” and “those figures, then,
foretell a terrifying future”. 

Total revenues
The report made by the council’s

economic development committee
after reviewing the 2016-2017 budg-
et said that total revenues were esti-
mated at KD 7.4 billion, which is less
than that of 2015-2016 by KD 4.8 bil-
lion (39.3 percent), that oil revenues
would drop by 46.3 percent, non-oil
revenues would only be 14.3 percent
of total revenues, total expenditure
would be KD 18.9 billion, which is 1.6
percent less than that of 2015-2016
and that total expected deficit would
be KD 12.2 billion. 

Accordingly, SCPD recommended
imposing taxes on companies’ profits,
imposing taxes on luxury goods,
adjusting the fees collected for using
public properties, reconsidering
goods and services prices, replacing
goods subsidies with cash to be only

paid to deserving citizens, limiting
recruitment in the public sector, sus-
pending any pay rises or incentives,
limiting the cost of overseas treat-
ment, cutting down the expenses of
hospitality, gifts, ceremonies and lux-
ury furniture, halting the establish-
ments of new public authorities or
establishments and merging exiting
ones, limiting committees’ rewards
and renting new buildings, privatiz-
ing all local state-owned companies
and parts of the oil companies, offer-
ing projects like ports and airports to
local and international private sector
bidders and selling some assets to
the private sector through public auc-
tions.

Diplomats’ treatment
In other news, well-informed gov-

ernmental sources said that the

Cabinet intends to amend financial
regulations for foreign ministry
employees and that the new regula-
tions were submitted to various rele-
vant government bodies for advice.
The sources explained that the
amendments included adjusting arti-
cle 28 of decree law number
245/2005 pertaining including for-
eign ministry employees and their
families in health insurance that
allows them to receive medical treat-
ment in any country they see fit. “This
will expand the number of beneficiar-
ies from the foreign ministry’s health
insurance,” stressed the sources, not-
ing that such an adjustment would
cost the government a lot at a time
when the entire government is work-
ing on cutting expenses following
austerity measures to face budget
deficits. — Al-Qabas

Alarming budget figures: Supreme Planning Council 
More treatment requested for diplomats

By-elections problem 
gets more complicated
KUWAIT: It seems that a constitutional problem over
registering voters in the third electoral constituency in
February is getting more complicated, said the elections
department manager Lt Col Salah Al-Shatti. According to
the official, registering voters for election lists, that is
usually done in February and is supposed to be done till
the end of the month, will have to be suspended until
finishing the constituency’s by-elections.  “Article 8 of the
elections law number 35/1962 bans changes to voter
lists once voters are invited for elections, and thus we will
have to wait until the by-elections are concluded,” he
explained, adding that candidate Abdullah Al-Kandari is
already a municipal council member and if he wins,
municipal by-elections would be held, and thus registra-
tions would again have to be suspended as stipulated by
the constitution. Other sources at the elections depart-
ment said that registering new voters would be only
open in the last nine days of February when the by-elec-
tions end and the results declared. — Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: A number of restaurants and cafes
yesterday announced increasing the prices
of products they offer like cigarettes, tobac-
co products and soft drinks, explaining that
they had already got the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry’s approval for such

increases. The restaurants and cafes distrib-
uted flyers announcing the new price
increases, justifying the price increases due
to a 30-50 percent increase by suppliers in
addition to increasing raw food material
prices by 25 percent. — Al-Anbaa

cafes increase tobacco prices 

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) announced changing its Najma
Account rewards program by increasing the
mega draws rewards to up to KD 250,000. In
this regard, Sahar Abdulaziz Al-Rumaih,
CBK’s General Manager - Corporate Credit
and Acting General Manager - Retail Banking
Division, said that Al-Najma account offers
the largest daily award in Kuwait with a prize
of KD 7,000. She added that the annual
mega awards were increased, starting by KD
100,000 in the first quarter, KD 150,000 in the
second quarter, KD 200,000 in the third quar-
ter and KD 250,000 in the fourth quarter.
Rumaih added that the first draw would be

held on April 3rd,
2016 Rumai said. She
added that partici-
pants can open the
account by deposit-
ing a minimum of KD
500. Each KD 25 enti-
tles the account hold-
er to an entry in daily
draws after a week as
of deposit, and in mega draws after 3
months of deposit. “The more sums deposit-
ed, the bigger chances account holders will
have to win one of the awards,” she under-
lined. 

CBK increases Najma rewards 

Sahar Al-Rumaih

Where did a quarter
trillion dollars go?


