
BUENOS AIRES: From the violent
streets of Buenos Aires’ notorious Fort
Apache, the son of an alcoholic mother
and without money to even buy a pair
of boots, Carlos Tevez is now football’s
biggest earner.

The fiery Argentine striker, who will
bank a mind-boggling 38 million euros
a year  with Chinese super club
Shanghai Shenhua, has come a long
way in his 32 years.

Abandoned by his parents, Tevez
was adopted by his uncle Segundo
Tevez who he quickly learned to call
‘papa’.

Thanks to Segundo,  the young
Tevez found a way out of the everyday
bloodshed which was a depressing
way of life for his neighbourhood, fam-
ily and friends.

On one occasion, his best pal was
gunned down and killed by a bullet in
the head in a shootout with police
following an armed robbery at a city
casino.

In November 1989, when Tevez was
just six, Norberto Propato, the coach of
the All Boys youth team, rang the bell of
Segundo’s home hoping to convince
him to allow his nephew to sign on at
the club’s football school.

Unfortunately, there was no money
to buy football boots.

Twelve years later, Tevez returned
from a training session at Boca Juniors
to find his beloved uncle, a low-paid
stonemason, had lost his job at a time of
economic crisis.  Struggling to feed their
five children, Segundo and his wife
often went without food themselves.

However, with Tevez making just
around $200 a month, there was always
a plate for the family’s great hope.

Tevez, the son of Juan Carlos Cabral
and Fabiana Martinez, has never forgot-
ten the gratitude he feels to Segundo
who gave him his name.

For Carlos Bianchi, the coach with
whom Tevez won most honours at Boca
Juniors, the secret of the player’s suc-
cess comes from his “pride and determi-
nation”.

“You have to see him run on the
pitch to understand. He was different
from the others, he fought for every ball
as if it was his last. He was always hun-

gry,” remembers Bianchi.
Tevez’s scars from his youth are phys-

ical as well as psychological-like the one
on his neck, the legacy of serious burns
from boiling water when he was just
nine months old.

The injury required a two-month stay
in hospital.

From Fort Apache, he adopted a
nickname of “The Apache”. He has also
been dubbed “the people’s player” and,
affectionately, “Carlitos”.  Despite the
great riches awaiting him in China,
Tevez has often appeared to snub mon-
ey, opting to allow his heart to rule his
head.

In 2015, he returned to Boca Juniors
from Juventus where he still had a year
to run on a lucrative contract with the
Italian giants.

At Boca, he was paid $2 million, a
salary far inferior to what he was getting

in Serie A as he ended a nine-year spell
in Europe where he had also appeared
for Manchester United, Manchester City
and West Ham.

Back in Argentina, Tevez divides his
time between the fashionable La Boca
area of Buenos Aires and his mansion in
the elite quarter of San Isidro.

The man born into a world of grind-
ing poverty and gun battles, now buys
homes for his family.

A keen golf player, he also cannot
resist luxury cars while discreetly donat-
ing huge sums to charitable organisa-
tions.

At Christmas, he married his child-
hood sweetheart, the mother of his
three children, at a lavish ceremony in
Uruguay.

However, in a grim reminder of his
troubled past, his home in Buenos Aires
was burgled while he was away. — AFP

LONDON: Arsene Wenger has labelled Chelsea as
‘super-favourites’ for the Premier League title after
watching the leaders close in on Arsenal’s record for
consecutive victories.

Antonio Conte’s side have opened up a six-point
lead at the top of the table thanks to a superb run of
12 successive wins. Chelsea have been perfect in the
league since a 3-0 defeat at Arsenal on September 24
led to a change in formation from Blues boss Conte.

The west Londoners can consolidate pole posi-
tion in this weekend’s clash with Stoke and Gunners
manager Wenger conceded yesterday they are firm
favourites to take the title. “At the moment Chelsea
are the super-favourites because they are quite big
and made a big difference,” Wenger said.

“But it is theirs to lose as we say here in England.
They can still lose it, at the moment they have won it

but they can still lose it. “It’s still a long way to go and
very difficult for everybody so the head-to-head
(matches) will have a vital importance.

“They have addressed their problems well. You
have to give credit to Conte to find a solution that
has balanced well his team.”

Arsenal won 13 consecutive Premier League
games on their way to the title in 2001-02, extending
the run to 14 the following campaign, but Wenger
says he would do nothing but congratulate Chelsea
if they match their single-season run.

“What they do is fantastic,” he added. “If they do
it,  it ’s absolutely marvellous because nobody
expected that. 

“At the start of the season, they had a little bit of a
dodgy start, but after, since they’ve changed their
system, they are on a run where the confidence plays

a big part. “If they do it, you can only say ‘well done’.
Record are there to be beaten and if somebody does
better than you, you have to acknowledge it and say
‘well done’.”

Wenger also denied Arsenal right-back Mathieu
Debuchy’s claim that he was blocked from joining
Manchester United last year and hardly speaks to his
fellow Frenchman. The 31-year-old has found himself
frozen out of the first-team picture at the Emirates
Stadium and spent the second half of last season on
loan at Bordeaux.

Debuchy has played only 16 minutes this season
for the Gunners and he was quoted this week as say-
ing he was denied the chance to move to United last
January.  “They have never made an offer for him. It’s
completely untrue. It’s sometimes surprising to hear
things like that,” he said. —AFP
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Tevez, from Fort Apache 

misery to mega-money

BUENOS AIRES: File photo taken on December 11, 2016 shows Boca
Juniors’ forward Carlos Tevez celebrating after scoring the team’s second
goal against River Plate during their Argentina First Division football
match at El Monumental stadium in Buenos Aires. Argentina’s former
Manchester United and Manchester City striker Carlos Tevez has signed for
Shanghai Shenhua in the latest big-money Chinese deal. — AFP

Liverpool need a leader to

end title drought: Hysen

STOCKHOLM: Liverpool need to find a leader and make
Anfield a fortress again to end their long title drought, for-
mer Reds defensive anchor Glenn Hysen said.

Hysen was part of the last Liverpool team to lift the
league trophy in 1990, and ahead of their New Year’s Eve
clash with Manchester City, he believes the title had
become a monkey on the backs of the current squad.

“I think it’s embedded in their minds - ‘you haven’t won
the league since 1990’ - and if you get that, it’s tough. But I
know that the whole town is optimistic,” he told Reuters.

Second-placed Liverpool trail league leaders Chelsea
by six points before today’s games. The Reds showed
character to come back from a goal down to thrash Stoke
City 4-1 on Tuesday, but Hysen believes they still lack the
general that could lead them to Premier League glory.

“They’re still missing a real leader in the middle, a
Steven Gerrard type. Guys like that don’t arrive every day.
Jordan Henderson is OK - he’s not the kind that dictates,
but he’s still young.”

Having dropped points to Bournemouth and West
Ham United recently, Hysen belives victory over City
will be necessary if Liverpool are to stay in touch with
the leaders.

“There’s a long way to go, but it’d be a damn good
thing if they beat City. The four points they dropped to
Bournemouth and West Ham...the league might be decid-
ed by four points. You have to take those points,” he said.

“If they beat City, it won’t decide the whole league, but
they’ll be in the picture.”

Hysen still attends five or six games a year at Anfield,
and says that the atmosphere in the city is different since
Juergen Klopp took over. “Klopp has turned it around bril-
liantly. Everyone in the city who likes Liverpool goes
around with their chin up.  Everyone is happy, he’s great
and everyone likes him, they love him.”

Aside from Klopp’s influence, Hysen believes there is
still a long way to go in terms of rebuilding the atmos-
phere of invincibility that reigned when he was a
Liverpool player from 1989 to 1992.

“When you went in to Anfield in those days, you were
unbeatable. You went out with an unbelievable self-confi-
dence,” said the 57-year-old, who also represented PSV
Eindhoven, IFK Gothenburg and Fiorentina, as well as the
Swedish national team.

“You always thought you were going to beat the other
team, so it was very hard for opponents to come there and
win a game.  The Kop was magic.”

Despite an increase in capacity, the pressure-cooker
atmosphere of Anfield is now a thing of the past.
“Liverpool is more and more a big European city, there’s a
lot of tourists who go to see Liverpool,” Hysen said.

“The atmosphere isn’t as good unfortunately, but when
they sing ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ it still sends shivers
down the spine.”

Still an avid Liverpool fan, Hysen believes it is only a
matter of time before the Merseysiders are back on top of
English football. “They can’t go for another three or four
years without winning the league,” he said. — Reuters


