
GLASGOW: Celtic captain Scott Brown
admits it would not be a disaster if his
side lost to Rangers in the Old Firm der-
by today.

The Hoops have a massive 16-point
lead over the Gers going into the New
Year’s Eve showdown at Ibrox and still
have a game in hand over their rivals.

Celtic are unbeaten in 23 domestic
games under Brendan Rodgers and are
aiming to cap off a remarkable first half
of the season with victory at Ibrox,
which would be their 15th consecutive
win in the league.

“We’ve got to try and continue our
undefeated run for as long as we possi-
bly can, but it wouldn’t be the end of
the world,” Brown said when asked if a
defeat would take the shine off Celtic’s
start to the season.

“We are a few points clear and we’ve
got to go there and enjoy the occasion.”

It has been four years since a Celtic
side visited Ibrox on league duty after
Rangers’ financial meltdown in 2012
resulted in them being forced to start
again in the lower leagues of Scottish
football.

Celtic thrashed Rangers 5-1 at Celtic
Park back in August, but Brown expects
a sterner challenge on the Gers’ home
territory.

“It’s always going to be hard going to
Ibrox, no matter how many points you
are clear or if you’re chasing,” the Celtic
captain said.

“It’s always a hard place to go, but we
have to go there and believe in our own
ability and try to play our own game.

“There’s lots of pressure on them.
We’re a few points clear, but you still
want to go there and get the three
points and have a good performance.”

Brown has been warned against
complacency by Celtic legend Murdo
MacLeod, who won five league titles,
two Scottish Cups and one League

Cup in his nine years at Celtic from
1978 to 1987.

NO INCENTIVE NEEDED 
MacLeod then returned as assistant

manager to Wim Jansen in the 1997-98
season to help Celtic stop Rangers win-
ning a 10th title in a row.

“Celtic may be the favourites just
now, but such are the nature of Old Firm
games that you never underestimate
the opposition,” MacLeod told AFP.

“It’s always going to be tough when
you go to Ibrox, especially for the Celtic
team this week. They’ll be looking at this
game knowing fine well that they’re on

a fantastic run of victories right now.
“But anything can happen on

Saturday. If they can get all three points,
it lets everyone know how strong they
are.”

Rangers had been in their best form
of the season with four successive wins
before they were held to a 1-1 draw by
St Johnstone on Wednesday.

It saw them fall even further behind
Celtic, who look well on course to claim-
ing a sixth consecutive title.

But Rangers striker Martyn Waghorn
says he and his team-mates do not need
any extra motivation for an Old Firm
derby. — AFP
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Defeat not a disaster 
for Celtic, says Brown

Referee Clattenburg opens
up on coping with errors

LONDON: In the hours and even days after blowing the final
whistle, Mark Clattenburg endures hidden anguish as the
decisions made during 90 minutes of refereeing whirl
through his mind.

“If I make a mistake, it beats me up,” Clattenburg told The
Associated Press during a rare interview. “It’s about being
able to cope with you being wrong. I suppose that is some-
thing I struggled with in the early part of my career where I
couldn’t park it and soon I’d make another mistake, another
mistake and another mistake.”

Rarely is there public praise - only intense scrutiny of any
mistakes - for soccer’s top referees, particularly when you have
overseen football’s biggest finals in 2016 like Clattenburg and
become as well known as the stars of the game.

It doesn’t take long for Clattenburg to become aware after
matches when he has erred in the heat of the moment with
millions watching worldwide. The social media backlash and
managerial outbursts against referees are inevitable. Even if
Clattenburg tried to blank out such public criticism, there are
the private messages received on his phone with critiques
from assessors flagging up mistakes.

“You have some video clips sent to you on your phone (in
the Premier League) or in Europe you have comments on your
mobile phone after the match,” the 41-year-old Englishman
said. “You will know if you have done OK or not. Then you start
reflecting on what you could have done differently.  Nearly
every game you want to do something differently.”

Clattenburg, who was entrusted with the finals of the
Champions League, European Championship and FA Cup this
year, consults a psychologist. “The mental strength of referee-
ing now is probably one of the biggest things,” he said.

STRONG WILLED
Such candor is rare from English Premier League referees

who are usually prevented from speaking publicly. Instead,
fans make assumptions. “Some people have this perception
that I’m an arrogant person but, when you are on the pitch,
you have got to deal with these players differently than in life,”
Clattenburg said, adding he has matured during 12 years over-
seeing games in the Premier League after being named refer-
ee of the year at a ceremony in Dubai.

“I am strong willed now,” Clattenburg said. “I do what I
believe is correct. I’m a professional but I have to make sure
I apply my personality to the pitch because you have to
have personality and not robots. Players want a little bit of
personality.”

Clattenburg reached the pinnacle of his profession the hard
way. He was fired by the Premier League referees’ body in
2009 over business dealings but won an appeal and was rein-
stated. In 2014, Chelsea accused Clattenburg of making a
racist remark toward midfielder John Obi Mikel and it took a
month for the authorities to clear the referee of wrongdoing.

“It was a tough moment in life and the pressures were
huge. It took me a little while to come back because I didn’t
know if I wanted to referee or not because I lost the love for
refereeing,” Clattenburg said.

The love was regained and Clattenburg feels stronger cop-
ing with pressure. And rather than just reflecting on the highs
of 2016, Clattenburg now opens up about where he went
wrong - starting with  — AP

LONDON: The Professional
Footballers’ Association (PFA) has
urged the English Football
Association to ban children under 10
heading balls amid growing fears of
brain injuries.

A new study from the University of
Stirling found heading a ball could
cause memory problems for 24 hours
and experts want to study the impli-
cations for younger players whose
brains are still developing.

At least 250 former footballers
have been diagnosed with serious
degenerative brain conditions in
recent years and PFA chief executive
Gordon Taylor says football’s govern-
ing body should consider following
the example of the United States,
where children 12 or younger are
already banned from heading.

“I think that has to be a serious
consideration. It is not a knee-jerk

reaction,”PFA chief executive Gordon
Taylor told the Daily Telegraph yes-
terday. “It would be a considered
reaction bearing in mind evidence
that has been coming through from
different sports and to a l imited
extent in football.

“There have been rule changes for
youngsters about pitches they play
on, about the numbers in the game,
about whether or not girls should be
involved with boys and up to what
age.  “It is very much in line with that.
We don’t want to put off the next
generation but we need to be very
mindful. The game needs to have a
duty of care to all its participants.”

Former West Bromwich Albion
and England star Jeff Astle died in
2002 from a brain trauma caused by
heading the heavy leather footballs
used when he played the 1960s and
1970s. — AFP

PFA wants FA to ban 
heading for Under-10s

SEVILLE: This is a Nov. 22, 2016 file photo of English refer-
ee Mark Clattenburg of Britain as he shows a yellow card
to Juventus’ Patrice Evra during the Group H Champions
League soccer match between Sevilla and Juventus at the
Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium in Seville, Spain. — AP


