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The days after the holiday guests have
gone home and the decorations have
been put away can be clarifying.

Suddenly, rooms that have been crowded
with people and gifts have empty space and
breathing room. There’s something about the
quiet weeks after New Year’s that can be per-
fect for rethinking basics like the location of
living room furniture or whether bookshelves
should be reorganized.

You can harness the same energy and
mindset that people bring to moving into a
new home, but without the trouble of mov-
ing, says designer Betsy Burnham, founder
of Los Angeles’ Burnham Design. Here, she
and two other experts - New York-based
designer and crafter Meg Allan Cole, and
HGTV.com managing editor Camille Smith -
suggest redecorating projects than can be
tackled with little or no expense on a
January weekend.

Make a new floor plan
Burnham suggests measuring your furni-

ture and sketching out your space on a sheet
of paper, trying items in different locations.
It’s essentially the home-decor version of
emptying out your closet and reorganizing
your wardrobe. “Think about your rooms
empty first,” says Burnham. “Go on Pinterest,”
she says, “and enter search terms like ‘creative
living room layouts’ or ‘unusual floor plans,’
and just see what kinds of things come up.”
Don’t be afraid to move items into different
rooms or eliminate them completely.

“Maybe no one is playing the piano any-
more and it’s time to pass it on to your
friends,” Burnham says. This is “rethinking
space from a macro point of view, not just
moving a chair.” As you assess your rooms,
rethink storage as well. “Now that you’ve
cleared out the room, consider which items

you need to keep handy and in plain sight
and which can be tucked away,” says Smith.
“In the family room, a storage ottoman or cof-
fee table can be a sanity-saver. A hinged lid
makes it easy to tuck kids’ or pets’ toys away
in a snap.” And don’t forget art: Walk around
your home and make note of all framed or
hung items, then consider moving them to a
different wall or room.

Create inspiring art
This time last year, Cole created framed art

for her home office by painting words like
“Simplify” and “Good Vibes Only” on canvas.
The process was simple: She put down letter
stickers spelling out the words, and then
painted over them in a cheerful mix of colors.
When she peeled off the stickers, the letters
were visible as blank canvas within the color.
The words aren’t “a New Year’s resolution that
can be daunting. It’s like a mantra, and you
can keep returning to that every day,” says
Cole. This project and others like it can be
found on the Meg Allan Cole Crafts channel
on youtube.com. You can use any colors or
words, and if the final result isn’t Pinterest-
perfect, that’s just fine, says Cole: “Accepting
the mess-ups is part of it.”

Increase warmth and light
Cole suggests combatting the dark and

cold of winter months by adding thick throw
rugs and faux-fur blankets to your living
space. Smith agrees: “The holidays may be
behind us, but there are many months of win-
ter dreariness ahead.” She suggests filling
rooms with natural light by place a large mir-
ror opposite a bank of windows. Burnham
suggests upgrading your lamps by changing
the lampshades. “Designers generally buy
lamps and shades separately,” she says.
“Maybe you want to go more bohemian this

year, or modern and cleaner.”
Smith recommends estate sales for all

kinds of antique and vintage finds, including
lampshades. Hunt for one that’s your style,

and don’t worry if it needs a bit of fixing, she
says. She found a 1950s paper drum shade
that was damaged along the bottom, and “in
less than 30 minutes, and for just the cost of a
bit of upholstery trim and some glue, I gave
my old shade a trendy new lease on life.”

Get beautifully organized
January is a great time for eliminating clut-

ter and getting organized. Cole recently
added a corkboard to the back of her office

door, decorated with pastel-painted paper.
She created a space for “to do” lists and
recipes she’d like to prepare, and made sure it
added some fresh beauty to her workspace.
Burnham plans to reassess her bookshelves
and tabletops this winter with an eye toward
streamlining. “We’re so attached to the way
things look now,” she says. “I think there’s a
certain freedom in separating yourself from
that attachment” and realizing that everyone
you own doesn’t have to be displayed. — AP

This undated photo provided by Betsy
Burnham shows a room by California-
based designer Betsy Burnham, with
framed prints of playing cards by
William Wegman that are propped up to
form a whimsical backdrop for other
decorative items. — AP photos

A group of items put together 
on a table inside a home.

The nation’s oldest continuously
operating coffeehouse is again
hosting performances in its original

space after being temporarily displaced
by a $1 million renovation project.
Performances at Caffe Lena (LEE’-nuh) in

Saratoga Springs, New York, resumed
last night. The performance room has
been expanded from 80 to 100 seats and
a new state-of-the-art sound system has
been installed. 

Caffe Lena opened in May 1960, and has

hosted many of folk music’s biggest
names, including Bob Dylan, Arlo Guthrie
and Don McLean. The concerts had taken
place at other venues after renovation
began in June to the building that’s home
to the second-floor music venue. — AP

Last Christmas: 
Coldplay’s Chris Martin
sings George Michael

Coldplay frontman Chris Martin has paid
tribute to fellow British singer George
Michael during a visit to a London home-

less shelter. A video posted on Facebook by
the Crisis homeless shelter shows Martin
strumming “Last Christmas” on guitar and
singing with one of the shelter’s residents. 

The 1984 song was a hit for Michael’s for-
mer band Wham! and has become a holiday
classic. Michael died on Christmas Day at his
home west of London. He was 53. The home-
less have been on Martin’s mind this holiday
season. Last week, he performed in New York
at a benefit for a homeless shelter there. — AP

In this Sept 4, 2016, file photo, Chris
Martin of Coldplay performs at The
Budweiser Made In America Festival in
Philadelphia. — AP

Iconic coffeehouse resumes
hosting concerts after upgrades 

In this 1960 photo provided by the Joe Alper Photo Collection
LLC, patrons gather inside Caffe Lena, opened by Lena
Spencer in 1960, in Saratoga Springs, NY. — AP photos

In this 1962 photo provided by the Joe Alper Photo Collection LLC,
Bob Dylan, left, Suze Rotollo center and Lena Spencer gather at a
table at Spencer’s coffeehouse, Caffe Lena in Saratoga Springs, NY.


