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On an April morning in 2010, Venezuelan boxing legend
Edwin “El Inca” Valero, an undefeated two-time world
champion, murdered his wife. Two days later, he took his

own life in his prison cell at 28 years old. Now, his violent and
troubling story is making headlines and causing controversy all
over again, in a politically charged scandal over a banned film
about his life.

The movie, “El Inca,” was a box office sensation when it pre-
miered on November 25, rising to become the third-most lucra-
tive film of the year in Venezuela in less than three weeks. But its
run came to an abrupt halt on December 13, when a judge
ordered it removed from theaters and impounded all copies. The
court case was brought by Valero’s family, which accused director
Ignacio Castillo Cottin of slander.

But the director alleges politics had more to do with the rul-
ing. “El Inca,” who won 27 fights across his career-all but one by

knockout was a fervent sup-
porter of late president
Hugo Chavez, the leftist fire-
brand who led Venezuela
from 1999 until his death in
2013. The country is today
governed by Chavez’s hand-
picked successor, Nicolas
Maduro, whom opponents
accuse of ruling with an
increasingly authoritarian
grip amid a devastating eco-
nomic crisis that has sparked
riots, looting and calls for his
ouster. “In Venezuela, the
courts are not independent.
There is evidence of a politi-
cal element in the banning
of this film,” said Castillo
Cottin’s lawyer, Oswaldo

Cali. Castillo Cottin, the son of a famous opposition journalist,
Leopoldo Castillo, denounced the ruling as censorship. “This
affects all filmmakers,” he said. “A judge should not have the
authority to decide what movies we can watch.”

Raw power 
Valero, a southpaw, was known for his attacking style and

extremely powerful punches. He won both the WBA super feath-
erweight and the WBC lightweight titles during his career.
Ringside photos immortalize his raw aggression as he pummeled
his opponents into oblivion, the devastating punches from his
muscle-corded arms sending sprays of sweat flying off one head
after another. In one famous photo, taken at his last fight in
February 2010, blood runs down his tattooed chest from a cut
opened over his right eye by Mexico’s Antonio DeMarco-who
would go on to lose their lightweight title bout.

Beneath the streams of blood, Valero’s enormous tattoo
stands out. It is Chavez’s face, against the yellow, blue and red
backdrop of the Venezuelan flag. Chavez exalted Valero as a
sporting icon of his leftist “revolution,” even inviting him to
appear on his TV program, “Hello, president.” Castillo Cottin’s
movie seeks to capture the violence of Valero’s life. — AFP

This file photo shows Venezuelan WBA lightweight world
champion Edwin “El Inca” Valero (left) and Mexican chal-
lenger Hector Velasquez exchanging blows during a fight
for the WBA lightweight World Championship title in
Caracas December 20, 2009. — AFP photos

This file photo shows
Venezuelan WBA lightweight
world champion Edwin “El
Inca” Valero (left) celebrating
his win over Mexican 
challenger Hector Velasquez.

Lake Lucerne winds through the
Alps with a series of bends, S-curv-
ing around towering mountains

like slalom skiers carving into snow
thousands of feet above. But even
though skiing gets all the glory in win-

tertime Switzerland, a ferry ride on the
lake can also be a welcome diversion for
a traveler with a few hours to spare.

Just an hour’s train ride south of
Zurich, the compact city of Lucerne has
preserved its medieval treasures of cob-
blestone squares, time-worn shops and
frescoed houses. Lucerne turned up on
Travel + Leisure’s list of best 50 places in
the world to travel in 2017.

Pressed for time, you could walk from
the train station through the old town,
over the old wooden Chapel Bridge, and
back to the ferry dock in 15 minutes. On
my visit, I caught the Unterwalden, a 113-
year-old ferry that seemed like a cross
between a Mississippi River steamboat
and a bygone luxury ocean liner. The red
center paddle wheel was propelled by
matching red turbines visible in the open
engine room on the lower deck. On the
main deck, waiters tended to first-class
passengers in wood-paneled dining
rooms with white tablecloths.

Two-hour lunch cruises run daily
throughout the year (the last time the
lake froze was in 1963) and go for just
over $50 per person for three courses,

not including the ticket price of the fer-
ry, about $28. January’s menu, for exam-
ple, features a starter of three kinds of
bruschetta with lettuce, an entree of
chicken breast stuffed with dried plums,
and for dessert a white chocolate par-
fait. Dining is not required, though, and
in fact, many Swiss who live around the
lake use the ferries to commute. I was
headed to Weggis, a lakeside village
about 45 minutes away where you can
grab a bite or just stroll through the sto-
rybook town of half-timbered buildings
before heading back.

In winter, fog often descends on the
lake and its surroundings, draping the
valley in a spooky but romantic atmos-
phere. On clear days, you’ll see the
mountains rise from the crystal water
with a flash of lush green at their forest-
ed base. You might even catch sight of a
rainbow. Above the tree line, the moun-
tains turn nearly black, cutting a menac-
ing image that softens at the snowy
peaks. Regardless of whether you use
the ferry for dining or a destination, the
spectacular views of the surrounding
Alps are always included. — AP

Lunch cruise on Switzerland’s
Lake Lucerne-even in winter 

Photo provided by
Albert Stumm shows a
ferry on Lake Lucerne,
Switzerland, against a
mountain 
backdrop. —A photos

Photo shows  swans
and the Chapel Bridge
in Lucerne,
Switzerland.

Pistons in the engine room of the
Unterwalden ferry on Lake
Lucerne, Switzerland.


