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It’s courtin’ time and that still means going
down on one knee for many proposers of
marriage. Only now, more are choosing a

special destination to do the asking.
Traditionally, the highest concentration of mar-
riage proposals starts in November and stretch-
es to Valentine’s Day, with December as the
busiest month. And in line with the popularity of
destination weddings has come a growing
desire for destination proposals, said Kellie
Gould, editor-in-chief for the wedding site
TheKnot.com.

Whether it’s on top of a mountain or in the
forest, the love is in the thoughtful details, from
planning to execution and the extra stress in
between due to so many moving parts. The idea
is to make the proposal not only memorable but
social media ready, often with photographers in
tow along with loved ones. “I’ve been married
17 years and I look at proposals today and I’m
wowed by how much effort the proposers are
putting into it,” Gould said in a recent interview.

Rachael Sneddon, 26, and her husband,
Russell, 32, in Portland, Oregon, were on vaca-
tion in Bali last May with members of both their
families when he popped the question at a
remote guest house as Balinese dancers and
musicians entertained. The music suddenly
stopped and one of the guitarists began playing
one of Rachael’s favorite songs, John Denver’s
“Take Me Home, Country Roads.”

Feet on the carpet
“Then Russell asked me to dance, which is

very unusual,” she laughed. “He is not really a
good dancer. I was like, ‘I don’t know what

you’re doing.’ Then he got down on one knee.”
He presented the ring in a box he made from
scraps of the Portland International Airport’s
famous teal patterned carpet. “It was the thing
in Portland where everybody took pictures of
their feet on the carpet,” Rachael explained.
“Right before we left for Bali they were ripping it
out and everyone in Portland was really sad.”

In terms of destination weddings, Gould said,
couples have indicated in surveys done by The
Knot that the idea is to return over the years to
reconnect, including with their kids in tow. The
same, she said, is likely for destination proposal
locales. Christopher Rannefors and Rachel
Linkous, both 25, live in Lexington, Kentucky.
They plan to wed next September after getting
hitched in June during a surprise weekend
Rannefors planned in Asheville, North Carolina.

They were on a forest foraging trip with a
group in search of wild mushrooms, flowers and
herbs when Rannefors veered off with Linkous
to a scenic mountain vista, where he did the
deed. “He said I spotted a bunch of mushrooms
over here and when I turned around, with this
amazing view, he was on one knee with this
beautiful handmade wooden box,” Linkous said.
Rannefors added: “It was California redwood,
from where we first met. We had done a ton of
hiking near Marin and I got a chunk of wood
and turned a little box out of it for the ring.”

After, they brought the baskets of mush-
rooms and other things they had foraged to a
restaurant chef, who cooked up a special meal.
While they waited for dinner, they took a ceram-
ics class in the afternoon, ticking off an activity
that had long been on Linkous’ bucket list. “I just

wanted to make it memorable,” Rannefors said.
“I wanted it to be unique to us. The most stress-
ful part was keeping it a secret. Rachel is very
talented at reading me.”

Make it memorable
Bringing the wow for destination proposals

means keeping track of the ring, above all,
Gould said. While the asker is moving around, so
is that precious cargo. Make sure to get the ring
insured before setting out, she counseled.
Sneddon said her husband packed the ring in a
suitcase full of his shoes and the suitcase went
missing for about three hours. Gould advises
carrying it on instead. If the askee knows about
the trip, prep, prep and prep, Gould said. This is
not the time to win the details.

Don’t spring the asking right away. The askee
likely figures something is up, but keep the sus-
pense going for a day or two to make it memo-
rable. Don’t wait too long, though to avoid
annoying rather than wooing. Key is taking the
askee’s interests and personality into account.
You may love skiing while she loves the beach.
Go for the latter. Does she enjoy romantic cities
or rustic getaways, luxe hotels or cozy bed and
breakfasts? This trip should be more about the
askee, not the asker, if the two aren’t on the
same page travel-wise.

If others are involved, try to keep the group
of co-conspirators small. And make sure to
secretly clear the askee’s schedule. Sometimes
it’s not possible to keep the destination a secret,
and that’s OK. Nicholas Bratton of Seattle pro-
posed to his wife, Jenna, in 2006 on the summit
of Mount Rainier, the highest mountain in the
Cascades at 14,411 feet. “We trained together,”
he said. “She knew we were going to climb the
mountain but she didn’t know what would hap-
pen on top. We had the place to ourselves. It
was a gorgeous day. Most importantly, we made
it back down safely and are happily married to
this day!” — AP

Like weddings, popping the question means a destination 

In this photo provided by No Taste Like
Home, Rachel Linkous, with Christopher
Rannefors, both 25, of Lexington, Ky,
shows off the engagement ring after he
proposed in June while the two foraged
for wild mushrooms, flowers and herbs
near Asheville, NC. — AP

Nisrin Akoubeh checks the oil and water
before getting into her taxi and pulling
into Amman’s heavy traffic for another

day of shuttling fellow women across the
Jordanian capital. The red-haired mother of three
works a grueling 10-hour shift in her taxi a rare
occupation for a woman in this conservative
Muslim society. “I want to break the culture of
shame and prove to Arabs and the Arab world
that women are strong and are able to work in
any area that could be monopolized by men,”
she said.  “Women have been able to drive nor-
mal cars for a long time, so why shouldn’t they
drive taxis?”

Akoubeh is one of a group of women who
want to turn taxi driving into an acceptable pro-
fession for women, challenging Jordan’s social
norms. The 31-year-old widow and former nurse
drives one of a fleet of 10 “Pink Taxis” driven by
women ... for women passengers. Most of their
customers are nurses on late shifts, university stu-
dents or mothers whose children they shuttle to
and from nursery or school. Wearing a pink shirt
and blue tie as she navigates Amman’s congested
roads, Akoubeh often also picks up visiting Saudi
women whose husbands don’t allow them to ride
unaccompanied with male taxi drivers.

“I thank God that I have lots of customers,”
she said.  Ghena Al-Asmar, a 19-year-old student
who often uses the service, said she feels safer
riding the women-only cars. “When I finish my
studies at university in the evening or when I
leave the house at night, I prefer to take these
taxis because it’s a woman taking a woman
somewhere,” she said. 

“I don’t think there’s any shame in a woman
working as a taxi driver-it’s a profession like any

other profession, and it shouldn’t be limited to
men,” she said. Around half a million women in
Jordan have driving licenses, about 20 percent of
the country’s total drivers, according to the
national traffic department.

Seen in a bad light 
Akoubeh said some people give her encour-

agement but “there is always someone to remind
me that ‘this is men’s work and you should be in
the home.’” Jordan is relatively liberal in terms of
women’s rights compared to other countries in
the region, such as Saudi Arabia which does not
allow women behind the wheel at all.  But more
conservative attitudes are still common.

Mohammad Al-Ahmad, a 50-year-old civil ser-
vant, said driving a taxi is not appropriate work
for women. “We live in a conservative Eastern
society governed by tribal customs and tradi-
tions,” he said.

“There are lots of jobs and professions women
can do that fit their abilities and preserve their
place in society, without them being seen in a
bad light.” But Eid Abu Al-Haj, head of an invest-
ment group behind a company that runs the Pink
Taxi service, says encouraging women to drive is
a service to society. “Women are more careful and
cause fewer accidents,” he said. “By providing
these cars exclusively for women, we are hoping
to give women more comfort and privacy.” The

service was launched on March 21, when most of
the Arab world marks Mother’s Day. “We started
with five cars just for women, with women driv-
ers, and now we have 10 drivers, between 30 and
45 years old, and we’re hoping to expand soon,”
said Abu Al-Haj. The concept has already been
tried and tested in Cairo, another conservative
city where women taxi drivers were previously
unheard of. Akoubeh said she has a good salary,
health insurance, social security and holidays, and
she can choose what hours to work. Other taxi

drivers in Amman say they take home at most 25
dinars ($35, 33 euros) a day after paying a share of
their takings to the companies that own the cars.

Driving in Amman is not easy work. Home to
four million people and 1.4 million vehicles
including over 11,000 taxis, the city is prone to
choking congestion.  “It takes a lot of concentra-
tion and care, especially during rush hours,”
Akoubeh said.  But she enjoys the work. “I get to
know new people every day,” she said. “I enjoy
my conversations with them and hearing their
stories and experiences.” — AFP

Women at wheel of ‘pink taxis’
challenge Jordan norms

Jordanian female taxi driver Nisrin Akoubeh poses for a photograph.


