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NEW YORK: Massive 20-ton sanitation
trucks, weighted with an extra 15 tons of
sand, will surround the iconic New Year’s
Eve celebration in Times Square, officials
said Thursday, describing a security
measure meant to stop deadly truck-dri-
ving attacks into crowds like those in
Germany and France. The placement of
the 65 trucks, along with 100 patrol cars,
at intersections surrounding Times
Square is a new element to an already
heavily policed event that will include
7,000 officers, specially armed countert-
errorism units and bomb-sniffing dogs.

“We live in a changing world now,”
New York Police Department
Commissioner James O’Neil said. “It can’t
just be, ‘What happens in New York, what
happens in the United States?’ It has to
be more, ‘What happens worldwide?’” A
Tunisian man who plowed a truck into a
Christmas market in Berlin this month
killed 12 people and injured 56 others.
His attack followed a more deadly assault
in Nice, France, in July that left 86 people
dead when a man drove a 20-ton refrig-
erated truck into a crowd celebrating
Bastille Day. New York police studied
those events in planning their Times
Square security.

“As we formulated this year’s plan, we
paid close attention to world events and
we learned from those events,” said
Carlos Gomez, the NYPD’s chief of
department. More than 1 million people
are expected to attend the annual ball
drop countdown in Manhattan, and offi-
cials said they didn’t know of any terror
threats.

Augmented precautions
The security measures are part of aug-

mented precautions across the nation for
New Year’s Eve. To keep Las Vegas’ lavish
celebration secure, the entire police force
will be working or on-call with help from
the FBI, the National Guard and the
Secret Service and will close roads and
beef up barriers to prevent vehicle
attacks.

Times Square revelers, who are pro-
hibited from carrying umbrellas and large
bags, will be screened at two points:
once when they approach the Crossroads
of the World and again when they enter
one of the 65 pens that hold thousands
of people each. And, as in past years, offi-
cials have removed trash bins and mail-
boxes, sealed manhole covers and done
sweeps of parking garages and hotels.
Police in New York have used trucks as
blocker vehicles before, though never on
this scale.

The sand-filled trucks were deployed
in November at the Thanksgiving Day
parade and on Election Day, when they
were posted outside Donald Trump’s
Trump Tower, at two Manhattan hotels
and at a convention center used by
Hillary Clinton’s campaign. Investigators
also are reviewing the records of truck
rental companies, said James Waters,
chief of the NYPD’s counterterrorism
bureau.

The large trucks aren’t the only offer-
ing from the Department of Sanitation,
said Kathryn Garcia, the sanitation com-
missioner. About 280 employees will be
on hand to clean up between 40 and 50
tons of debris after the ball drops follow-
ing the 60-second countdown to 2017,
she said. — AP 

NEW YORK: A row of New York City police cars is parked along a street in Times Square.—AP 

Garbage trucks block Times Square truck attacks
New element to an already heavily policed event

MOSCOW: Russia has pledged retribution after
the US turfed out dozens of diplomats and
imposed sanctions over alleged cyberattacks
aimed at skewing the presidential election.
Moscow has consistently denied it was behind
the hacking and insists Washington has never
provided any firm proof of its guilt. Therein lies
the problem: irrefutable evidence determining
the identity of the hackers and the reason for
their attacks is hard, if not impossible, to find.
Here is what is known so far about the “who,
what and why” of the hacking strikes during
the recent US election campaign.

Who hacked what? 
In May, US National Intelligence Director

James Clapper warns of cyberattacks against
the campaigns, without specific reference to
any source. On June 15, CrowdStrike, a cyber-
security firm hired by the Democratic National
Committee to investigate break-ins in its com-
puter systems, points to two separate Russian
intruders. “Both adversaries engage in exten-
sive political and economic espionage for the

benefit of the government of the Russian
Federation and are believed to be closely
linked to the Russian government’s powerful
and highly capable intelligence services,” it
says. CrowdStrike says hacking entity Cozy
Bear, linked to Russia’s GRU military intelli-
gence agency, intercepted Democratic Party
communications from June 2015 on, while
Fancy Bear, linked to Russia’s security service
(FSB), targeted and stole DNC dossiers related
to then Republican frontrunner Donald Trump
beginning in March. A month later,  the
WikiLeaks website begins publishing the pirat-
ed material. On September 5, US President
Barack Obama warns Russian President
Vladimir Putin over the hacking during a pri-
vate meeting in China, according to US offi-
cials. On October 7, the 17 US intelligence
agencies conclude the Russian government is
behind the cyberattacks and that they are
“intended to interfere with the US election
process”. Meanwhile, WikiLeaks publishes a
near-daily dose of emails stolen from the Gmail
account of John Podesta, chairman of Hillary

Clinton’s campaign, up until just before the
election. SecureWorks, another cybersecurity
consultant, says Podesta’s emails were hacked
by the same groups who hacked the DNC. On
December 9-10, the Washington Post and New
York Times report that the CIA concluded
Moscow intended to help Trump’s campaign
by releasing the hacked material.

The billionaire president-elect dismisses the
CIA conclusion as “ridiculous”. Russia denies all
claims. On December 12, leading
Congressional lawmakers call for an investiga-
tion into Russia’s role in the cyberattacks. On
December 15, Republican Senator Lindsey
Graham reveals his campaign accounts were
also hacked by Russians ahead of the
November vote.

On December 29, Obama announces a bar-
rage of punishment for Moscow over the
alleged attacks, including the deportation of 35
suspected intelligence agents and sanctions
against the GRU and FSB intelligence agencies.
The FBI and Department of Homeland Security
also release a briefing to provide “technical
details regarding the tools and infrastructure
used by the Russian civilian and military intelli-
gence Services to compromise and exploit net-
works and endpoints associated with the US
election.”

Could Russia pull this off? 
The talents of Russian state-serving hackers

are now the stuff of legend. Descended from
the tradition of Soviet economic espionage,
they broadened the scope to also probe and
punish political targets. Russia was blamed for
a cyberattack on Estonia in 2007, when the
Baltic state’s main internet sites crashed after
being flooded with surplus requests, in a so-
called distributed denial of service, or DDoS,
attack. It knocked out the national emergency
hotline for more than an hour.— AFP 

What we know about Russia’s election hack 

MOSCOW: The FSB headquarters, grey building at center.— AP 


