
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2016

ISLAMABAD: Thirty-nine people have
now died after drinking home-made
liquor mixed with aftershave on
Christmas Eve in central Pakistan, offi-
cials said Friday, including two out of
the four suspects accused of creating
the toxic brew. Police and hospital offi-
cials added 23 of the 121 people sick-
ened in the incident, which happened

in the town of Toba Tek Singh, some
340 kilometers south of Islamabad, are
still in hospital.

“So far 39 people have died after
consuming toxic liquor,” senior police
official Atif Imran, who is investigating
the case, told AFP. Most of the dead
were Christians. Imran added that two
of the four suspects accused of prepar-

ing the mix had died while the other
two were had been charged with mur-
der and terrorism related offences.
Though legal breweries exist in
Pakistan, alcohol sales and consump-
tion are banned for Muslims and tightly
regulated for minorities and foreigners.
While wealthy Pakistanis buy foreign
alcohol on the black market at heavily

inflated prices, the poor often resort to
home brews that can contain methanol,
commonly used in anti-freeze and fuel.
Eleven Christians died in October after
consuming toxic liquor at a party in
Punjab province. In October 2014 29
drinkers were killed after consuming
methanol-tainted liquor over the Eid
public holidays.— AFP 

Pakistan toxic liquor incident rises to 39

YANGON: Myanmar said yesterday it will
take back 2,415 citizens from Bangladesh,
only a tiny fraction of the 300,000 people
who Bangladesh says are Myanmar citi-
zens taking refuge there and should go
home. Tension has been rising between
the neighbors over Myanmar’s treatment
of ethnic minority Rohingya Muslims,
about 50,000 of whom Bangladesh says
have fled there since the Myanmar army
launched a crackdown on its side of their
border in October.

Myanmar has for decades said
Rohingyas are illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh and it has declined to grant
them citizenship. Bangladesh says the
Rohingyas are Myanmar citizens and it has
refused to grant refugee status to those
who have fled there, many from commu-
nal violence and Myanmar army crack-
downs over the past decades.

“There are only 2,415 Myanmar citizens,
according to our data,” Kyaw Zaya, direc-
tor general of Myanmar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told Reuters, referring to
the number of Myanmar citizens in
Bangladesh. “We always stand with our
number,” he said, adding he had “no idea”
about the Bangladesh figure of 300,000.

He said the Myanmar government had
a plan to take back the 2,415 in 2017.

Bangladesh had earlier summoned the
Myanmar ambassador in Dhaka to
demand the “early repatriation of all
Myanmar citizens from Bangladesh,” its
foreign affairs ministry said in a statement,
giving the figure of 300,000. Security has
deteriorated sharply in Myanmar’s north-
western Rakhine State, home to many
Rohingyas, since attacks on security posts
near the border with Bangladesh on Oct. 9
in which nine police officers were killed.

The government of predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar has blamed militants
with links to Islamists overseas for the
attacks and poured troops into the region.
Rights groups and residents say wide-
spread abuses have occurred during the
Myanmar military operation over the
weeks since then. Myanmar has denied
the accusations, saying many of the
reports of abuses are fabricated, and it
insists the strife in Rakhine State is an
internal matter.

While Bangladesh says 50,000 people
have fled there since October, the United
Nations says the number is 34,000. The
violence in Rakhine State has become the
biggest challenge facing Aung San Suu
Kyi’s government and has sparked inter-
national criticism that the Nobel Peace
Prize winner has done too little to help

the Muslim minority. Bangladesh has
asked Myanmar to “urgently address the
‘root cause’ of the problem” and said it
was ready to “discuss process and modali-
ties of repatriation with Myanmar”.
Adding to the tension, this week
Bangladesh’s border force accused the
Myanmar navy of opening fire on a fish-
ing boat in the Bay of Bengal.

‘End the human crisis’
Meanwhile, more than a dozen Nobel

laureates on Thursday urged the United
Nations to “end the human crisis” of
Myanmar’s Rohingya minority group,
whose members have been fleeing to
Bangladesh to escape a bloody military
crackdown.

In an open letter addressed to the UN
Security Council, 23 Nobel laureates,
politicians, philanthropists and activists
said “a human tragedy amounting to eth-
nic cleansing and crimes against humanity
is unfolding in Myanmar.” They also criti-
cized the country’s leader Aung San Suu
Kyi-herself a Nobel Peace Prize winner-for
what they called a lack of initiative to pro-
tect the Rohingyas. “We are frustrated that
she has not taken any initiative to ensure
full and equal citizenship rights of the
Rohingyas,” the group wrote. — Agencies

MUMBAI: One of Mumbai’s best known colleges has
banned female students from wearing ripped jeans,
sparking the latest row against dress codes and cur-
fews imposed on women that students say are dis-
criminatory and sexist. St Xavier’s College, which had
previously forbidden female students from wearing
shorts, sleeveless tops and short dresses, this month
added ripped jeans to its list of banned clothing.

The Jesuit institution became the latest to incur
the wrath of female students across the country who
have been protesting rules that they say are discrimi-
natory and distressing. Most universities in India have
a 6 pm or 8 pm curfew for women, while men have a
later timing, or no curfew. Universities also impose
dress codes on women, limit or screen their male visi-
tors, and have other rules that men don’t.

“In the name of safety, you can’t police women and
impose these patriarchal, discriminatory rules,” said
Devangana Kalita, a former Delhi University student
who is part of Pinjra Tod, or break the cage, a Delhi-
wide campaign protesting such rules. “We want uni-
versities to recognize that we are adults, and that they
should not be curbing our freedom and mobility.
Providing a safe environment for women goes
beyond just imposing rules,” she said.

Safety of women
Calls to staff at St Xavier’s College for a comment

on the recent ban were not returned. The Dean of
Student Welfare in Delhi University, JM Khurana, said
he was not aware of Pinjra Tod and that he did not
wish to comment on university rules. The safety of
women in India came under the spotlight after the
fatal gang rape of a college student in New Delhi on a
bus in December 2012 that sparked global outrage
and led to the tightening of laws for crimes against
women in India.

Amid a widening debate on women’s safety in the
country, some politicians, university officials and even
the police have asked women to take self-defence
training, to “dress decently” and to not loiter outside
after dark. But students have demanded an end to
curfews, and asked officials to focus instead on safer
public transport, more female campus security per-
sonnel and better lighting in and around campuses.

Kalita said early curfews are keeping women from
internships, employment opportunities and campus
activities. “Universities say: ‘your parents want the
curfew’. But it’s an absurd argument,” Kalita said.
Elsewhere, particularly in the more conservative
southern states, the situation is worse, said Vandana
Venkatesh, who surveyed colleges in Tamil Nadu state
earlier this year.

Women students reported physical intimidation
and threats of violence from college authorities for
questioning discriminatory rules, she said. “Many of
them complained about feeling claustrophobic, anx-
ious and belittled,” she said. Earlier this month,
women students in a college in the southern state of
Kerala protested the hostel’s 4 pm curfew and a rule
banning mobile phones. “There is a sense of collective
strength and power now. The more women there are
out on the streets, in public places, the safer we will
be,” Kalita said. — Reuters 

SINGAPORE: Myanmar’s Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi, left, meets with Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at
the Istana or presidential palace. — AP 
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