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Putin says will not
expel US diplomats

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin yesterday ruled out any
tit-for-tat expulsion of Americans after Washington turfed out
dozens of Russian diplomats over alleged interference in the
US presidential election.  The Kremlin strongman’s surprise
decision came after the foreign ministry asked him to send
home 35 US diplomats in retaliation for the expulsion of the
same number of its staff by President Barack Obama on
Thursday.  “We will not create problems for American diplo-
mats. We will not expel anyone,” Putin said in a statement,
also inviting children of US diplomats to a holiday party at the
Kremlin.

Putin’s move was a clear sign that Moscow is pinning its
hopes on President-elect Donald Trump to help rebuild ties-
which have plunged to their lowest point since the Cold War-
when he takes office next month.  “We evaluate the new
unfriendly steps by the outgoing US administration as a
provocation aimed at further undermining Russian-American
relations,” Putin said. 

He said Moscow would plan its next steps “based on the
policies pursued by the administration of president Donald
Trump”, while warning that the Kremlin reserves the right to
hit back.

Putin ended his message by wishing both Obama and
Trump a Happy New Year and separately congratulated
Trump in his New Year’s message to heads of state around the
world.

‘Grizzly Steppe’ 
Obama on Thursday unleashed a barrage of sanctions

against Russia over alleged cyberattacks aimed at tilting the
election in Trump’s favour.  The move came after years of bad
blood with Putin that has seen Washington slap sanctions on
Moscow over its interference in Ukraine and Syria.  In
response to the alleged hacks, dubbed “Grizzly Steppe” by US
officials, Obama announced sanctions against Russia’s military
and domestic intelligence agencies, and gave the 35 suspect-
ed “intelligence operatives” 72 hours to leave. 

The Kremlin’s administration said it is sending a special
plane to fly diplomats and their families from the US, follow-
ing reports they are not able to purchase plane tickets on such
short notice. 

Foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told
Russian news agencies that a total of 96 people will be leaving
the United States, but declined to give details on their flight.

US intelligence concluded that the Kremlin had ordered a
hack-and-release of Democratic Party and Hillary Clinton cam-
paign staff emails in a bid to put Republican real estate mogul
Trump in the Oval Office.  Obama’s moves have put him at
odds with his successor, who has expressed his admiration for
Putin and desire to improve ties with Russia.  Moscow has
repeatedly denied the hacking allegations and Trump too has
questioned whether Russia really tipped the electoral scale,
painting Obama’s accusations as a thinly veiled effort by a
Democratic president to cover up for his party’s loss. 

Trump said that while he believes the US should “move on
to bigger and better things,” he would meet intelligence lead-
ers next week for a briefing on the situation.

Obama-who has also clashed with Trump over his Israel
policy in recent days-has pointedly stated that “all Americans
should be alarmed by Russia’s actions”. — AP

Obama hits Russia for election meddling

ENNISKILLEN: This file photo taken on June 17, 2013 shows US President Barack Obama (L) holding a bilateral meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin during the G8 summit at the Lough Erne resort near Enniskillen in Northern Ireland. Russia
yesterday eyed retaliatory measures against the US after President Barack Obama kicked out dozens of suspected intelli-
gence agents and imposed sanctions in a furious dispute over alleged election interference. —  AFP

BEIRUT: Clashes, shelling and air raids in western Syria
marred a Russian- and Turkish-backed ceasefire that aims
to end nearly six years of war and lead to peace talks
between rebels and a government emboldened by recent
battlefield success.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, a key ally of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad, announced the ceasefire on
Thursday after forging the agreement with Turkey, a long-
time backer of the opposition.

The truce went into force at midnight but monitors and
rebels reported almost immediate clashes, and violence
appeared to escalate later yesterday as warplanes bombed
areas in the country’s northwest, they said.

The ceasefire is meant as a first step towards fresh peace
talks, after several failed international efforts this year to
halt the conflict, which began as a peaceful uprising and
descended into civil war in 2011. It has drawn in the mili-
tary involvement of world and regional powers, including
Moscow and Ankara. The agreement brokered by Russia
and Turkey, which said they will guarantee the truce, is the
first of three ceasefire deals this year not to involve the
United States or United Nations.

Moscow is keen to push ahead with peace talks, hosted
by its ally Kazakhstan, to end Syria’s conflict which has
resulted in more than 300,000 deaths and displaced more
than 11 million people, half its pre-war population.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and his Kazakh counter-
part Kairat Abdrakhmanov discussed plans for the talks yes-
terday, the Russian ministry said.

But the first challenge will be maintaining the truce,
which looked increasingly shaky yesterday. Syrian war-

planes carried out at least 16 raids against rebels in the
northern Hama countryside, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said. Clashes between insurgents and gov-
ernment forces and their allies took place overnight along
the provincial boundary between Idlib and Hama, the
Observatory and a rebel official said.

Government forces and their allies meanwhile clashed
with rebels near Damascus, and helicopter gunships carried
out air raids in the area, the British-based Observatory
reported. An official from the Nour al-Din al-Zinki rebel
group said government forces had also tried to advance in
southern Aleppo province.

There was no immediate comment from the Syrian mili-
tary on clashes. A number of rebel groups have signed the
new agreement, Russia’s Defence Ministry said on
Thursday. Several rebel officials acknowledged the deal,
and a spokesman for the Free Syrian Army (FSA), a loose
alliance of insurgent groups, said it would abide by the
truce. The previous two Syria ceasefires, brokered by Cold
War foes Washington and Moscow, took effect in February
and September but both collapsed within weeks as warring
sides accused each other of truce violations and fighting
intensified.

Putin said the parties were prepared to start peace talks
intended to take place in Astana. Syrian state media said
late on Thursday those talks would take place “soon”.

The Syrian government will be negotiating from a
strong position after its army and their allies, including
Shi’ite militias supported by Iran, along with Russian air
power, routed rebels in their last major urban stronghold of
Aleppo this month. —  Reuters

Air raids tarnish Russia 
and Turkey’s Syria truce
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A slingshot and traps, essential tools for hunting birds.—KUNA

SHARM El SHEIKH, Egypt: Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Egypt Mohammad Saleh Al-Thuwaikh and a plethora of
Egyptian senior officials including Tourism Minister
Yahia Rashid inaugurated late Thursday “Kuwait for
Peace, Egypt for Love” tourism festival to back Egypt
economy and boost bilateral ties. This event reflects the
strength of and the depth of Kuwait-Egyptian relations
at the official and people-to-people levels, Al-Thuwaikh
said in his inaugural speech. He added that the festival
organization materializes His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s ini-
tiative to support Egyptian economy. 

He wished the festival would help revive the Egyptian
tourism sector which has been facing serious challenges
in the past years. He thanked Governor of South Sinai
Governorate Khaled Fouda and Kuwait’s Future Group
for facilitating the organization of the event. For his part,
Fouda expressed gratitude for the Kuwaiti initiative and
lauded the Egyptian-Kuwaiti relations, describing it as a
role model for Arab relations.—KUNA 

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: The Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) yesterday
signed agreements worth USD 2,465
million with Qatar’s Red Crescent
Society (QRCS) to offer relief aid and
medical supplies to the Syrian refugee
families from eastern Aleppo. KRCS
board chairman Dr. Helal Al-Sayer
signed the accords with the Director of
Relief and International Development at
QRCS Dr. Khaled Diab, at the latter’s
office in Gazinantep, south-western
Turkey.

These agreements are part of the
strategic partnership and cooperation
between the two societies for the dis-
placed “Syrian brothers from Aleppo,”
Al-Sayed told KUNA. They include pro-
viding 8,000 food packages, winter
clothes for 5-14 children, heating oil,
and blankets, he added. The KRCS-QRCS
cooperation projects also include 10
mobile clinics to offer medical services
to refugees from Aleppo, supporting a
field hospital, and providing three huge
tanks of drinking water daily. 

In addition to assisting orphans, Al-

Sayer noted. On his part, Diab said that
the QRCS started offering help to Syrian
refugees in 2012 in neighboring coun-
tries, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey.

This has covered health services, shelters,
food security, water, non-food supplies,
responding to emergencies, training and
capability building, he added.—KUNA

Kuwait, Qatar societies aid 

Syrian refugees in Turkey

KRCS board chairman Dr. Helal Al-Sayer with the Director of Relief and
International Development Dr. Khaled Diab at QRCS.—KUNA

Kuwait’s Amb inaugurates

‘Kuwait for Peace,

Egypt for Love’ festival

Crime
R e p o r t

KUWAIT: The Amiri hospital manager, Dr. Ali Al-Alanda
had filed a case against a patient accusing him of
assault. After the patient’s unsuccessful attempts to
have Al-Alanda drop the charges, he filed a counter
case accusing the doctor of assault, as well, said security
sources. 

Vehicles collide
A citizen sustained serious injuries while the others

received first aid treatment on site when three vehicles
collided along Doha spur, said security sources. 

Police men punished
MoI’s relations and security media department stat-

ed that two police men were punished for not following
standard measures on stopping a private vehicle.

—Al-Rai/ Al-Anbaa  

Man with weapon arrested
Farwaniya detectives recently arrested an unidenti-

fied man for barging into a mosque in Req’ee holding
an air-pressure rifle, said security sources noting that
the man held no identification on him and was hysteri-
cally mumbling strange words. Initial reports suggest
that the man is mentally distorted. 

Saudi criminal escapes
Jahra detectives are in search of a Saudi who was

detained with criminal charges at Sulaibiya police sta-
tion and managed to escape in route to the D.A.’s office.

Citizen killed
A citizen was killed after losing control over his

vehicle that turned over along Kabd highway, said
security sources. 

Kuwaiti juveniles arrested
Two Kuwaiti juveniles were recently arrested for

fighting in Ardhiya, said security sources noting that
one of them justified the fight saying that they had
some unsettled issues while the other one had
embarrassed him. 

Counter Case
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KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up Thursday by
three cents, reaching USD 51.93 per barrel as oppose to
USD 51.90 pb the day before, said Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) yesterday. In the global scene, oil con-
tracts were down due to data from US energy outlets
regarding the increase of American crude reserves by
614,000 barrels last week. The contracts for the West Texas
Intermediate went down by 29 cents to settle at USD
53.77 per barrel, the same case for the contracts of the
Brent crude which went down by eight cents to settle at
USD 56.14 pb.—KUNA 

National Guards conclude two training courses for 2020

KUWAIT: Under auspices of the national Guards deputy chief, lit. general, Hashim Al-Resfa’e and with the attendance of the protection and reinforcement commander, Major general,
Faleh Shoja’ Faleh, the National Guards recently celebrated concluding two basic training courses in chemical warfare defense and military communication. Participants from the interi-
or and defense ministries underwent the training courses held as part of the 2020 strategic goals plan.  

GAZIANETP, Turkey: Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) yesterday inked
a memo of understanding (MoU) with
the Turkish Red Crescent Society to
examine relief projects in eastern
Aleppo. The MoU was signed by the
KRCS Chairman Dr. Hilal Al-Sayer and the
Turkish society’s chief, Dr. Mehmet

Gulluoglu, at the latter’s headquarters in
the town of Gaziantep. Dr. Al-Sayer said
the MoU aimed at examining programs
for relieving Syrian refugees from east-
ern Aleppo. He also thanked the Turkish
counterpart for providing facilities to the
Kuwaiti philanthropic teams, namely the
visit to the displaced in Idlib countryside. 

Dr. Gulluoglu said his association has
launched several humanitarian opera-
tions near the border Bab Al-Hawa and
Bab Al-Salam checkpoints, building
camps, makeshift hospitals and schools
in addition to providing food the
refugees. Earlier today, the KRCS signed
agreements worth USD 2,465 million
with Qatar’s Red Crescent Society (QRCS)
to offer relief aid and medical supplies to
the Syrian refugee families from eastern
Aleppo. Dr. Al-Sayer signed the accords
with the Director of Relief and
International Development at QRCS Dr.
Khaled Diab, at the latter’s office in
Gazinantep, south-western Turkey. These
accords are part of the strategic partner-
ship and cooperation between the two
societies for the displaced “Syrian broth-
ers from Aleppo,” Dr. Al-Sayer said.  They
include providing 8,000 food packages,
winter clothes for 5-14 children, heating
oil, and blankets, he added. The KRCS-
QRCS cooperation projects also include
10 mobile clinics to offer medical services
to refugees from Aleppo, supporting a
field hospital, and providing three huge
tanks of drinking water daily. In addition
to assisting orphans, Dr. Al-Sayer noted.
On his part, Diab said that the QRCS start-
ed offering help to Syrian refugees in
2012 in neighboring countries, Iraq,
Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey. This has
covered health services, shelters, food
security, water, non-food supplies,
responding to emergencies, training and
capability building, he added.—KUNA

KRCS board chairman Dr. Helal Al-Sayer with the Turkish society’s chief, Dr.
Mehmet Gulluoglu.—KUNA Photo

Kuwaiti, Turkish societies ink MoU

Kuwait oil price up 

to USD 51.93 pb

DOHA: Kuwaiti jockeys performed well at Al-Rayan inter-
national show jumping competition held late Thursday in
the Qatari capital, winning advance positions at the tour-
nament. The Kuwaiti wins were achieved by jockey Sheikh
Yousef Al-Sabah who took part in two show jumping
events, coming in the second and third places. His compa-
triot Ghanima Al-Othman also came in fourth in position in
her respective competition. The tournament - which wit-
nessed the participation of jockeys from 11 GCC, Arab, and
European countries - is part of the Arab qualification
rounds for an international tournament to be held in the
US next year.—KUNA

Kuwaiti jockeys perform well 

at show jumping event in Qatar

The Kuwaiti jockey Sheikh Yousef Al-Sabah who took part
in two show jumping events, coming in the second and
third places.
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Female assaulted
A female citizen filed a complaint at Adan police station
accusing a man and his daughter of assaulting her, said
security sources. 

Forging work permits
By Hanan Al-Sa’doun 

KUWAIT: MOI’s relations and security media depart-
ment said that residency affairs detectives recently
arrested a citizen, an Egyptian, a Pakistani and stateless
person for forging work permits. The department
explained that after receiving a tip concerning the sus-
pects activities, they were arrested and they confessed
to forging salary statement certificates and that the
company had 241 laborers registered. 

As a part of the ongoing cooperation and exchanged
expertise amongst military bodies, many defense min-
istry officers recently visited KFSD’s Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Center for fighting hazardous materials where they
were briefed by major, Mohammed Jawad  about vari-
ous dangerous materials, ways of handling them and
the machinery used in the process. 

Crime
R e p o r t

Stateless brothers
Four police detectives at Sulaibiya police station recently  filed
a complaint against three stateless brothers who insulted
them and are refusing to show their identifications, said securi-
ty sources. 

Girl harassed by beggar
Ahmadi detectives recently arrested a Jordanian woman for
begging at a Fahaheel shopping mall, said security sources
noting that the woman was spotted chasing a girl to her vehi-
cle. The girl said that the woman saw her withdrawing money
from a bank and followed her. The detectives found out that
the woman held a family visit visa. — Al-Rai/ Al-Anbaa  

CAIRO: Egypt’s Cabinet has approved the transfer of two Red
Sea islands to Saudi Arabia despite protests earlier this year
and a court ruling the transfer unconstitutional. The state-run
MENA news agency reported Thursday that President Abdel-
Fattah el-Sissi’s government approved the deal and sent it to
parliament for ratification despite the court ruling, which the
government has appealed. The transfer was announced
alongside a Saudi aid package, leading critics to condemn it as
a land sell-off. 

The signing of the agreement in April set off the largest
demonstrations of el-Sissi’s two-year rule. The government
says the uninhabited islands, Tiran and Sanafir, were always
part of Saudi Arabia but were placed under Egypt’s protection

decades ago over fears of an Israeli attack. Tarek al Awady,
one of the lawyers who filed the court case against the agree-
ment, said that they will challenge the government’s approval
of the deal in court, calling it unconstitutional. 

He says neither the government nor the parliament can
contradict the court ruling. A higher court is set to rule on the
government’s appeal on Jan 16.  Saudi Arabia has provided
billions of dollars in aid to Egypt since el-Sissi, who was then
the military chief, led the overthrow of an elected Islamist
president in 2013. But ties have worsened in recent months as
Egypt has expressed support for the Syrian government.
Saudi Arabia is a leading sponsor of the rebels fighting to top-
ple Syrian President Bashar Assad. — AP

Egypt’s government approves 
transfer of islands to Saudis

KUWAIT: Eng. Ahmad AL-Manfohi, the manager of municipal-
ity of Kuwait announced that licenses for buildings for the AL-
Wafra project will be given on Jan 2, 2017. It has been con-
firmed that the municipality is supporting the citizens to build
houses and their needs; this is by specializing plots for the citi-
zens in AL-Wafra. AL-Manfohi said in a press statement that
expansion project in AL-Wafra residential is about 5,040,900m
and the residents will be 2426. Every resident will have a plot
size of 600m.

AL-Manfohi clearly stated that the project for expansion
included public utilities, with 12 schools, 18 mosques, ministry
services, government compound, fire department, health cen-
ter, ambulance center, gas branch, police station, public park,
main park, community centers, development center building,
and 9 shops. Al-Manfohi urged that the process will be made
easier and simpler for the citizens by submitting all the docu-
ments needed to get the license for the building according to
the list of construction applicable by Kuwait’s municipality.

AL-Manfohi to produce 
licenses for buildings 

Zain announces
4th winner in ‘Pay
Online and Win’ 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications compa-
ny in Kuwait, announced the winner of the fourth week
of its “Pay Online and Win” draw that will see a weekly
postpaid winner of four valuable prizes when paying
their bill using Zain’s website or app as well as a grand
prize at the final draw at the end of January. Zain
announced Fahad Abdulrahman Hussain Al Abbad win-
ner of 4 valuable prizes in the fourth week of the draw,
including iPhone 7, Touch Hotspot LTE-A with free 1.5 TB
Prepaid Internet l ine valid for 3 months,  and a
PlayStation 4 (1 TB). 

The draw, held weekly until the 22nd of January 2017,
will see one weekly winner of four valuable prizes, includ-
ing iPhone 7, Touch Hotspot LTE-A with free 1.5 TB
Prepaid Internet line valid for 3 months, and an entertain-
ment device. The grand prize winner, announced at the
end of the campaign, will receive iPhone 7, iPhone 7 Plus,
Touch Hotspot LTE-A with free 1.5 TB Prepaid Internet
line valid for 3 months, and a PlayStation 4 (1 TB).

Postpaid customers will get one chance to enter the
weekly draws as well as the final draw for every KD1 paid
through Zain’s digital channels, including the company’s
website (pay.kw.zain.com) and Zain’s app available for
iOS and Android. Zain launched this exciting promotion-
al campaign to reinforce its leadership position and its
pledge in offering the best products and services to meet
its customers’ personal and professional telecommunica-
tions needs, who are considered Kuwait’s biggest family
of subscribers.

KUWAIT: In collaboration with Kuwait Central Blood Bank, The
Construction Training Institute’s social committee recently
organized a blood donation campaign amongst the institute’s
trainers and administrative staff, said the committee chairman,
Essa Bin Essa expressing gratitude to all participants and the
blood bank’s team. 

CTI ,Kuwait Central Blood Bank 
organize blood donation drive
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RIYADH: The Bujairi neighborhood, located in the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Diriyah, is one of the most significant
historical and tourism spots in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Situated east of the Saudi capital, the neighborhood was

recently renovated and opened by King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al-Saud last year. It spreads over 100,000 meters
and consists of classical buildings, evoking images of old
Saudi Arabia.—KUNA

Bujairi neighborhood, Saudi historical site

KFH holds

workshop at GUST

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) held a workshop on
“Practical Applications of Sukuk in the Financial Markets” for
the students of Gulf University for Science and Technology
(GUST) in coordination with the Islamic Finance club at the
university. This comes as part of KFH’s social responsibility and
efforts to enrich the educational experience of the students
and spread the awareness of Islamic finance, whilst highlight-
ing the bank’s pioneering role in the global economy.
Presenting the seminar, Executive Manager Capital Market at
KFH, Mohammad Al-Duwailah spoke about the importance of
sukuk and the practical applications of this instrument in the
global markets. He illustrated the types and structures of
sukuk from an investment perspective, in addition to the simi-
larities and differences between sukuk and bonds. 

He also explained the primary and secondary sukuk. He
explained the reasons for growth in the sukuk markets as
sukuk are an alternative to the conventional fixed income
securities, and most Islamic countries are considered as
emerging economies and have significant economic growth,
which has a positive impact on the sukuk as an instrument.
Also, the widespread knowledge about the Islamic economy
and the use of its tools in the world contributed in boosting
the sukuk. Further, many conventional organizations and gov-
ernments are turning towards sukuk in order to open new
doors for financing reasons. It is worth noting that the work-
shop witnessed attendance of large number of students, the
university staff and a number of practitioners and interested
people from outside the university.

The Bujairi neighborhood, located in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Diriyah one of the most significant
historical and tourism spots in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. —KUNA Photos

BRUSSELS: The year 2016 will go down as landmark
period in the relationship between the GCC countries, in
particular Kuwait, and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) following a number of high-level
visits and meetings. The year began with an historic visit
by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg to Kuwait
on February 29 where he welcomed closer cooperation
between the 28-member Alliance and Kuwait. Speaking
at the site of the future NATO-Kuwait Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative (ICI) Regional Centre, Stoltenberg
praised Kuwait’s commitment and vision in bringing
NATO closer to the Gulf region. 

As the Alliance’s first presence in the Gulf, the NATO-
ICI Regional Centre, expected to be inaugurated by the
NATO chief in January 2017, will be a hub for NATO’s
practical cooperation with Kuwait and other ICI partners,
as well as Saudi Arabia and Oman. During his visit,
Stoltenberg underlined that the security of the Gulf
region is directly linked to the security of the Alliance. He
praised Kuwait’s active role in promoting regional stabil-
ity and supporting the international coalition’s fight
against the so-called Islamic State (IS). He also com-
mended Kuwait’s leadership in responding to humani-
tarian emergencies, such as the Syrian refugee crisis. 

As part of NATO’s deepening cooperation with
Kuwait, the Secretary General signed a NATO-Kuwait
Transit Agreement with First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Sabah. While in Kuwait, the Secretary General also met
with the Amir of the State of Kuwait, His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-

Sabah, and the President of the Kuwait National Security
Bureau Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah. He also paid a visit
to the headquarters of the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA),
seen as an acknowledgment by NATO of the agency’s
vital media role in promoting NATO-Gulf ties to enhance
security and peace in the region.

‘Exceptional’ 
After Kuwait, Stoltenberg visited Abu Dhabi in early

March where NATO and the UAE expressed their deter-
mination to enhance cooperation in addressing com-
mon security challenges. During talks with his counter-
parts, Stoltenberg strongly welcomed the United Arab
Emirate’s support to NATO-led operations around the
world. NATO and the United Arab Emirates reinforced
their partnership and set out their priorities for future
cooperation by signing an Individual Partnership and
Cooperation Prograe in October at the NATO headquar-
ters in Brussels. At the end of March, Stoltenberg wel-
comed the Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, Abdullatif Bin Rashid Al-Zayani, to NATO head-
quarters in Brussels for talks on deepening cooperation
between the two organizations.

In a special session of the North Atlantic Council on
the level of ambassadors, Stoltenberg welcomed the
GCC’s important role in contributing to regional stability,
and thanked Al-Zayani for his personal engagement
with the Alliance. The meeting discussed reinforcing ties
between NATO and the GCC with more regular staff
contacts and political dialogue as a first step. They noted
that NATO places high importance on building coopera-
tion with Gulf States. The Alliance has already developed

political dialogue and practical cooperation with four
out of six GCC states, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and the
United Arab Emirates through the Alliance’s Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative, which was launched in 2004.

In October, Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-
Khoder became the first Kuwait chief of staff to visit
NATO headquarters in Brussels and also the Supreme
Headquarters of the Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) in
the Belgian city of Mons. His meetings addressed plans
to boost Kuwait’s military cooperation with NATO
through joint drills and exercises. On Kuwait’s ties with
NATO, the Kuwaiti army chief described them as
“exceptional”. Also in October, NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg led the North Atlantic Council and the
NATO Military Committee in celebrating the 65th
anniversary of the establishment of the NATO Defense
College (NDC) in Rome.

‘Fruitful cooperation’ 
The ceremony was attended by Kuwaiti Ambassador

to Italy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and Military
Attache Captain Dr. Bashar Abdulredha, as well as repre-
sentatives of the Mediterranean Dialogue and the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative. Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled, in a
statement on the occasion, appreciated “fruitful cooper-
ation” between the NDC and the State of Kuwait, which
was manifested through the participation of Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al- Salem Al-Sabah, chief of national
security apparatus, as one of the key speakers in display-
ing Kuwait’s strategy on regional security. In November
the third meeting of NATO’s consultative group of the
ICC, was held in the Qatari capital Doha. — KUNA 

Cooperation deepen between NATO, Gulf States in 2016 
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AL-Manfohi to confront food irregularities firmly 
KUWAIT: Eng. Ahmad AL-Manfohi, The Director of the municipality
assured that the municipality is very assiduous toward the health
and safety of the citizens. This is by intensified the inspections on the
food shops, restaurants, groceries, malls, stores, and selling/trading
food centers by inspectors. The inspection is by group of inspectors
and emergency group by six governorates on all fields. AL-Manfohi
added also to intensify the inspection more on the selling/trading
food centers, by the competent departments and the need for vigi-
lance of its inspectors to monitor violations and to take action, due
to the intense inspection campaign on all food shop, restaurants,
groceries, malls, stores, and selling/trading food centers.  

AL-Manfohi revealed from the press statement that the continu-
ing inspection vicinity on the stores for different activities carried out
by different departments and supervision on all levels from munici-
pality branch, with emergency team from the six governorates, dur-
ing the two periods morning and evening; to the sure the health and
safety of all citizens and all who lives on this kind land is the first pri-
ority. The municipality will not tolerate poor souls from the spoiled
food traders for their promotion of a spoiled food that could affect
the users of that food.  Eng. Ammar AL-Ammar, The municipality
manager of the AL-Asimah branch the fulfillment of the emergency
team, remove irregularities department, public cleaning surveillance
from the municipality’s AL-Asimah branch.  

Inspection campaigns by surprise on the food stores in AL-Rai
and AL-Shuwaikh till the third day continuation, which resulted with
confiscation and destruction 34.5 tons from spoiled food, 12596
mineral water bottle, 8 stores and groceries and 68 violations also
insured that the inspection on shops are continuing all the times.
Ammar also added that the surveillance team of the AL-Asimah
municipality has a huge attention on inspection on the stores, shops,
restaurants, selling/trading food centers to assure toward the health
and safety of the citizens, according to the rules and regulations of
the municipality established by the municipality in this particular.
Tariq AL-Qattan stated that his team was continuing for three days
straight on inspections in Shuwaikh, which has started within today
at 6 in the morning and ended at 6 in the evening. Which resulted
with confiscation and destruction of a spoiled food including

Legumes “lentils crushed, and a spoiled chicken and shrimps. 3
Violations because of storing spoiled food. 

AL-Qattan clarified that from the start of the campaign for inspec-
tion they confiscation and destruction 14.5 of spoiled food and the
result of the inspection of total days was: first day 4 ton, second day 9
ton, and the third day 1.5 ton; Also confiscation and destruction of
12596 mineral water bottle expired from it 8200 small mineral water
bottle 330ml and 3496 large mineral water bottle 1.5L, closing 5

stores with 10 random violations. Eng. Abdullah Jaber that the
inspection in continuing and the team B to raid stores in Shuwaikh,
which resulted with confiscation and destruction 16 ton of spoiled
food apart of it 2000 bucket of olives 8 kg and 20 violations from it 8
spoiled food and 12 advertisement violations. And shift B with C they
resulted with confiscation and destruction 4 ton from them 900 kg
illegal food and closing 3 stores, groceries; and 58 violation from
them 16 food irregularities.

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah daily draws on 25
December 2016 announcing the names of its winners for the
week of 18 December - 22 December 2016. The Al Danah daily
draws include draws each and every working day for two prizes
of KD 1,000 per winner.  

The winners were: Sunday 18/12: Esraa Ameer Ibrahim
Almejadi, Nawaf Ahmad Ali Ghareeb. Monday 19/12 : Jaber
Abdulla Hamad Al Suhaial, Fatemah  Mohammad Ahmad
Alfadhalah. Tuesday 20/12: Abdulmohsen Badi Jasem Alshameri,
Hanadi Husain Mohammed Jawad Marafi. Wednesday 21/12:
Fawzi Qasem Yaqoub Hayat, Husain Nori Jbbar Ijbara. Thursday
22/12: Hussain Jawad Jaleel Alkadhemi, Salem Abdullah Ali Al
Qattan. Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2016 draw lineup includes daily
draws (2 winners per working day each receive KD1000). The final
Al Danah draw for 1 million Kuwaiti Dinars will be held on 5
January, 2017 whereby the Al Danah millionaire will  be
announced. Open an Al Danah account now or deposit more to
increase your chances of winning the Millionaire Draw. Five rea-
sons why the Al Danah account is the Best:
Kuwait’s single biggest yearly cash prize of KD 1 million
Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes, up to KD500,000 
Two winners of KD1,000 every working day
The most chances to win
Only Bank that transfers your chances to win from year to year

Al Danah also offers a number of unique services including: The Al
Danah Deposit Only ATM card which helps account holders deposit
their money at their convenience; as well as the Al Danah calculator
to help customers calculate their chances of becoming an Al Danah
winner. Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is open to Kuwaiti and non-
Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait. Customers who open an account and/ or
deposit more will enter the draw within two days. To take part in the
Al Danah 2016 upcoming quarterly and yearly draws, customers must
have an Al Danah account containing at least KD 200; customers can
visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branches, transfer on line, or call the
Customer Contact Center on 1805805 for assistance and guidance.
Customers can also log on to www.e-gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners,
to find out more about Al Danah and its winners.

Gulf Bank announces
winners of the

Al Danah Daily Draws
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BERLIN/PARIS: European capitals tightened
security on Friday ahead of New Year’s cele-
brations, erecting concrete barriers in city
centres and stepping up police numbers after
the Islamic State attack in Berlin last week that
killed 12 people.

In the German capital, police closed the
Pariser Platz square in front of the
Brandenburg Gate and prepared to deploy
1,700 extra officers, many along a party strip
where armoured cars will flank concrete barri-
ers blocking off the area.

“Every measure is being taken to prevent a
possible attack,” Berlin police spokesman
Thomas Neuendorf told Reuters TV. Some
police officers would carry sub-machine guns,
he said, an unusual tactic for German police.

Last week’s attack in Berlin, in which a 24-
year old Tunisian ploughed a truck into a
Christmas market, has prompted German law-
makers to call for tougher security measures.

In Milan, where police shot the man dead,

security checks were set up around the main
square. Trucks were banned from the centres
of Rome and Naples. Police and soldiers cra-
dled machine guns outside tourists sites
including Rome’s Colosseum.

Madrid plans to deploy an extra 1,600
police on the New Year weekend. For the sec-
ond year running, access to the city’s central
Puerta del Sol square where revellers tradi-
tionally gather to bring in the New Year will
be restricted to 25,000 people, with police
setting up barricades to control access.

In Cologne in western Germany, where
hundreds of women were sexually assaulted
and robbed outside the central train station
on New Year’s Eve last year, police have
installed new video surveillance cameras to
monitor the station square.

The attacks in Cologne, where police said
the suspects were mainly of North African and
Arab appearance, fuelled criticism of
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision to accept

nearly 900,000 migrants last year. The Berlin
attack has intensified that criticism. In
Frankfurt, home to the European Central Bank
and Germany’s biggest airport, more than 600
police officers will be on duty on New Year’
Eve, twice as many as in 2015.

In Brussels, where Islamist suicide bombers
killed 16 people and injured more than 150 in
March, the mayor was reviewing whether to
cancel New Year fireworks but decided this
week that they would go ahead.

Paris patrols
In Paris, where Islamic State gunmen killed

130 people last November, authorities pre-
pared for a high-security weekend, the high-
light of which will be the fireworks on the
Champs-…lysÈes, which some 600,000 peo-
ple are expected to attend.

Ahead of New Year’s Eve, heavily armed
soldiers patrolled popular Paris tourist sites
such as the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe

and the Louvre museum. Across France, more
than 90,000 police and thousands of soldiers
will be on duty for New Year’s Eve, authorities
said. On Wednesday, police in southwest
France, arrested a man suspected of having
planned an attack on New Year’s Eve.

Two other people, one of whom was sus-
pected of having planned an attack on police,
were arrested in a separate raid, also in south-
west France near Toulouse, police sources told
Reuters. In Vienna, police handed out more
than a thousand pocket alarms to women,
eager to avoid a repeat of the sexual assaults
that blighted Cologne’s New Year’s Eve in
2015. “At present, there is no evidence of any
specific danger in Austria. However, we are
talking about an increased risk situation,”
Interior Minister Wolfgang Sobotka said. “We
leave nothing to chance with regard to securi-
ty.” In Ukraine, police arrested a man on Friday
who they suspect was planning a Berlin copy-
cat attack in the city of Odessa. — Reuters

STRASBOURG: A French police officer seizes fireworks from a motorist at the border between France and Germany in the eastern French city of Strasbourg yesterday. Tighter controls are
organized at the border, one day ahead of the New Year’s eve, as German legislation on firecrackers and fireworks is less restrictive than French.  — AFP 

Europe ramp up security after Berlin attack
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RIYADH:  Saudi Arabia has invited regional rival Iran
to discuss a return of its nationals to next year’s hajj
after Iranians were excluded from the pilgrimage
following a major diplomatic row, reports said yes-
terday.

The Al-Hayat daily reported that Riyadh’s pil-
grims minister Mohammed Bentin had opened dis-
cussions with more than 80 countries, including
Iran, to work out the details of the 2017 hajj.

“Iran’s hajj delegation was invited to come to the
kingdom” for preparations, the paper said. The Arab

News daily said Riyadh would welcome pilgrims for
hajj and the smaller umra rite “irrespective of their
nationalities or sectarian affiliations, including
Iranian pilgrims”.

More than 1.8 million faithful took part in this
year’s hajj, but Iranians stayed at home after ten-
sions between Riyadh and Tehran boiled over fol-
lowing a deadly stampede during the 2015 pil-
grimage.

Iran says it lost 464 people in the crush outside
Makkah. They were among more than 2,300 people

killed in the worst ever disaster to strike the hajj-
one of the five pillars of Islam-which capable
Muslims must perform at least once.

Shiite Iran and predominantly Sunni Saudi Arabia
are at odds over a raft of regional issues, notably the
conflicts in Syria and Yemen in which they support
opposing sides.

Riyadh cut ties with Tehran in January after
Iranian demonstrators torched its embassy and a
consulate following its execution of a prominent
Shiite cleric. — AFP

Saudi invites rival Iran for talks on hajj return

Britain slams Kerry 
over Israel comments
LONDON: Britain scolded US Secretary of State John Kerry
for describing the Israeli government as the most right-
wing in Israeli history, a move that aligns Prime Minister
Theresa May more closely with President-elect Donald
Trump. After US President Barack Obama enraged Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu by refusing to veto a
UN Security Council resolution demanding an end to
Israeli settlement building, Kerry’s public rebuke of Israel
has unsettled some allies such as Britain.

Amid one of the United States’ sharpest confrontations
with Israel since the 1956 Suez crisis, Kerry said in a
speech that Israel jeopardizeds hopes of peace in the
Middle East by building settlements in the occupied West
Bank and East Jerusalem.

While Britain voted for the UN resolution that so
angered Netanyahu and says that settlements in the
occupied territories are illegal, a spokesman for May said
that it was clear that the settlements were far from the
only problem in the conflict.

In an unusually sharp public rebuke of Obama’s top
diplomat, May’s spokesman said that Israel had coped for
too long with the threat of terrorism and that focusing
only on the settlements was not the best way to achieve
peace between Jew and Arab. London also took particular
issue with Kerry’s description of Netanyahu’s coalition as
“the most right-wing in Israeli history, with an agenda
driven by its most extreme elements.”

“We do not believe that it is appropriate to attack the
composition of the democratically-elected government of
an ally,” May’s spokesman said when asked about Kerry
70-minute speech in the State Department’s auditorium.

The US State Department said it was surprised by the
remarks from May’s office and said Kerry’s comments
were in line with Britain’s own policy. It pointedly also
thanked Germany, France, Canada, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates for support.

Trump and May?
Britain has long cherished its so-called “special rela-

tionship” with the United States as a central pillar of its
foreign policy, but May has struggled to build relations
with Trump’s transition team. Following his election,
Trump spoke to nine other world leaders before he spoke
to May while he caused astonishment in London when he
suggested that Brexit campaigner Nigel Farage should be
Britain’s ambassador to Washington.

By openly criticising Kerry, who will leave office in just
weeks, May moves British policy closer to Trump than its
other European allies such as Germany and France.

Trump has denounced the Obama administration’s
treatment of Israel and promised to change course when
he is sworn in on Jan.  20. “We cannot continue to let
Israel be treated with such total disdain and disrespect.
They used to have a great friend in the U.S., but not any-
more,” Trump said in a series of tweets. “Stay strong Israel,
January 20th is fast approaching!”

Germany’s foreign minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
has come out in favour of the Kerry speech while France
holds a Middle East conference next month in Paris.

But Australia has distanced itself from Obama’s stance
on Israel, ABC reported. Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas said he was convinced peace with Israel was
achievable but demanded that Israel halt settlement
building before talks restarted. — Reuters

NEAR MOSUL: Iraqi forces faced car
bombs and fierce resistance from Islamic
State militants in southern Mosul yester-
day, the second day of a renewed push
to take back the city after fighting stalled
for several weeks.  An officer in the feder-
al police forces, which joined the battle
on Thursday, said there were heavy
clashes in the southeastern Palestine dis-
trict, but they had made progress in two
other neighbourhoods, disabling a num-
ber of car bombs.  

Another officer, from an elite Interior
Ministry unit fighting alongside federal
police, said his forces were gaining
ground in the Intisar district despite
heavy clashes there.  Other officers said
Iraqi forces in the east and north of the
city were clearing areas they had recap-
tured on Thursday before advancing any
further, and the army was trying to cut
supply lines to the town of Tel Keyf, north
of Mosul.  Since the offensive began 10
weeks ago, US-backed forces have retak-
en a quarter of the jihadists’ last major
stronghold in Iraq in the biggest ground
operation there since the 2003 US-led
invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein.
Recapturing Mosul would probably spell

the end for Islamic State’s self-styled
caliphate, and Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi has said the group would be driv-
en out of Iraq by April.

Elite forces pushed into Mosul from
the east in October but regular army
troops tasked with advancing from the
north and south made slower progress
and the operation stagnated.  After
regrouping this month, Iraqi forces
advanced on Thursday on the south,
north and east of the city, which has
been under Islamic State control for more
than two years.  Although the militants
are vastly outnumbered, they have
embedded themselves among Mosul res-
idents, hindering Iraqi forces who are try-
ing to avoid civilian casualties. Despite
food and water shortages, most civilians
have stayed in their homes rather than
fleeing as had been expected.  

Recaptured areas
On the nothern front, Iraqi forces have

yet to enter Mosul itself but yesterday
they were clearing just-recaptured areas
on its periphery as well as trying to cut off
Tel Keyf.  “The enemy had occupied this
area and used it for resting and resupply-

ing towards Tel Keyf and Mosul,” Major
General Najm al-Jubbouri, a top com-
mander in the offensive told Reuters in
the northern district of Sada, which was
recaptured on Thursday.  “It (Tel Keyf) is
surrounded from the other sides and by
our forces here,” he said.

Jubbouri said the US-led coalition
backing Iraqi forces had killed 70 mili-
tants since late on Thursday and were
using Apache helicopters, HIMARS rocket
launchers and fighter jets.  Iraqi forces
have taken around half of the eastern
side of Mosul, which is bisected by the
Tigris river, but have yet to enter the
western side, where 2,000-year-old mar-
kets and narrow alleyways are likely to
complicate any advance.  Coalition forces
bombed the last remaining bridge con-
necting east and west Mosul late on
Monday in a bid to block Islamic State’s
access across the Tigris River. A medical
source in Mosul told Reuters a large num-
ber of wounded militants had been fer-
ried across the river to the emergency
hospital on the western side of city on
Thursday.  The source said the militants
were denying wounded and sick civilians
access to the hospital. — Reuters

Iraqi troops resume Mosul 
fight after 2-week lull

MOSUL: Iraqi force members carry a wounded colleague in Mosul’s eastern Al-Intisar neighbourhood yes-
terday, during an ongoing military operation against Islamic State (IS) group jihadists. Iraqi forces
advanced on Thursday after declaring a new phase in their offensive on eastern Mosul. — AFP
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NICOSIA: A senior United Nations offi-
cial says ethnically-split Cyprus has a
“historic opportunity” to reunite in
2017 and a meeting in Geneva in early
January will be crucial for a peace deal
that has eluded the island for decades.

Eighteen months of intensive talks
between the estranged Greek and
Turkish Cypriot communities will cul-
minate at meetings in Geneva starting
on Jan. 8. Espen Barth Eide, the UN
Secretary General’s Special Adviser on
Cyprus, wrote in the Cyprus Weekly
newspaper that Greek Cypriot leader
Nicos Anastasiades and Turkish Cypriot
leader Mustafa Akinci had demonstrat-
ed political will and leadership to end
the conflict. “They recognise that the

status quo is unacceptable and unsus-
tainable, and that the current talks
offer the best opportunity for a solu-
tion,” said Eide, a former Norwegian
foreign minister.

“The island stands on the cusp of
reaping real political and economic
benefits not only for Cypriots, but also
beyond the island across the wider
region,” he added. “The peaceful reuni-
fication of the island next year could
offer a historic opportunity to finally
turn the page of history in Cyprus.”

The eastern Mediterranean island
was split in a Turkish invasion in 1974
prompted by a brief coup engineered
by the military then ruling Greece. The
Greek Cypriots now live south of a

ceasefire line and Turkish Cypriots to
the north of it.

From Jan. 8, the two sides will try to
clear up overhangs in issues relating to
economy, property, governance and
EU issues.  Territorial trade-offs are
expected to be discussed on Jan. 11.

Representatives of Britain, Turkey
and Greece - the guarantor powers of
the former British colony - will discuss
their roles at a conference starting in
Geneva the next day.

This guarantor status, which permits
intervention to restore a breakdown of
constitutional order, is a source of dis-
cord between the two Cypriot commu-
nities. Fearful of a repeat of the 1974
invasion, the Greek Cypriot side says no

guarantees are required once Cyprus is
reunited while Turkish Cypriots, who
withdrew into enclaves in the 1960s
and were targeted by Greek Cypriot
nationalists, say they are.

A previous peace bid on Cyprus
collapsed in 2004, when Greek
Cypriots rejected, and Turkish Cypriots
accepted a blueprint drafted by the
UN in a strategy then of ‘filling in the
blanks’ of a deal where the two sides
failed to agree. 

Negotiations continued on and off
since then, picking up in mid-2015 to
lead to the meetings due next month.
This time talks are led by the two com-
munities, with the UN acting as facilita-
tors in the process. — Reuters

UN envoy sees ‘opportunity’ for Cyprus reunification 

ANKARA: A Turkish parliamentary com-
mission yesterday cleared a set of draft
constitutional amendments that would
greatly expand the powers of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The constitution-
al commission approved the reforms at
the end of a 17-hour session that lasted
into the early hours of Friday, opening
the way for deliberations and a vote in
the full assembly in January, with a pos-
sible referendum in the spring.

The proposals would turn the large-
ly ceremonial  presidency into one
where the president enjoys full execu-
tive powers. Erdogan, who was prime
minister before becoming president in
2014, has long advocated a presidential
system, arguing it would give the head
of state flexibility to make Turkey one
of the top 10 powers in the world by
2023, when the Turkish Republic marks
its centenary.

Critics fear the proposals would allow
Erdogan, who is increasingly accused of
authoritarian behavior, to rule with lim-
ited checks and balances. The draft
amendments were approved following
10 days of tense debate that at times
resulted in altercations between the rul-
ing party and main opposition party
members on the committee. 

The 21 articles that were initially sub-
mitted to the committee were reduced
to 18, over some objections by ruling-
party legislators. “This is the greatest
democratic move in the history of the
(Turkish) republic,” said Resat Petek, a
legislator from the ruling Justice and
Development Party, or AKP, following
the committee’s vote. The main opposi-
tion party, the Republican Peoples’
Party, CHP, said the draft amendments

amount to a “regime change.”
“It is a constitution that will destroy

the century-old gains of the democratic
republic,” said CHP legislator Bulent
Tezcan. “It is a constitution that will cre-
ate a tyrannical state.” The amendments
were proposed by the AKP with the
newly won support of the Nationalist
Movement Party, or MHP. The national-
ist party was expected to back the
amendments in the general assembly as
well. Erdogan enjoys popularity and has
rallied support following a failed military
coup blamed on a movement led by US-
based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen.
The changes would allow the president

to appoint the government, retain ties
with his party, propose budgets and
declare states of emergency. They
would also allow Erdogan to serve a fur-
ther two terms, ending in 2029. Other
proposed amendments would increase
the number of seats in the 550-member
parliament to 600, reduce the minimum
age of legislators from 25 to 18 and set
parliamentary and presidential elections
on the same day. The changes come at a
tumultuous time for Turkey, which has
been rocked by a wave of bombings,
renewed conflict with Kurdish rebels in
the southeast,  and the failed coup
attempt. `— AP

Turkish committee clears draft 

expanding Erdogan’s powers

ANKARA: File photo shows Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
speaks during an award ceremony in Ankara, Turkey. A Turkish parlia-
mentary commission yesterday cleared a set of draft constitutional
amendments that would greatly expand the powers of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. — AP

BANIE:  The bells of a brown stone church rang across a Polish
village as hundreds of mourners gathered yesterday to bid
farewell to a truck driver killed in the Berlin Christmas market
attack.

Lukasz Urban, 37, has been described as the first victim of
the attack on Dec. 19 that killed a total of 12 people. He was
waiting to deliver a shipment of steel in Berlin when his truck
was hijacked by the Tunisian perpetrator of the attack. He was
shot and his body was found in the cab of the truck.

Polish President Andrzej Duda joined Urban’s family,
friends and neighbors, gathering with them in the village
church in Banie, near the border with Germany.

A day earlier, the president’s spokesman said that Duda
would attend the funeral to express his “huge respect for
Lukasz Urban, who in the eyes of many Poles is definitely a
hero, a courageous person.”

Several other Polish political officials and a representative
of the German Embassy in Poland were also there. A letter
from Prime Minister Beata Szydlo was read out in which she
described her “great pain and sadness” and expressed her
sympathy to Urban’s family.

“Poles have fallen victim to terrorist attacks carried out by
Islamic fundamentalists but the tragedy that happened in
Berlin is unique when it comes to the ruthlessness and cruelty
of the perpetrator,” Szydlo said.

A bishop, Henryk Wejman, described Urban as a man who
was open to others and conscientious in his work.

“His willingness to work and serve others awakened the
trust of other people and openness to others,” Wejman said in
his homily.

As the Mass was winding down the president bowed his
head before Urban’s white coffin before approaching Urban’s
wife and teenage son, whispering to them, shaking their
hands and kissing the wife’s hand.

The coffin was then carried out of the church and placed in
a hearse, which drove slowly through the village to a ceme-
tery for burial, mourners walking with it. Before and after the
burial, a group of truck drivers honked the horns of their
trucks to honor Urban. — AP

Poles bid farewell 

to truck driver 

killed in Berlin attack

SCZCZECIN: The wife of Lukasz Urban, the Polish truck
driver who was killed in the Berlin Christmas market
attack, touches his coffin during his funeral in Banie near
Sczczecin, Poland, yesterday. — AFP

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian woman was
shot and wounded yesterday after
approaching an Israeli security check-
point near Jerusalem with a knife, Israeli
police said.

The woman approached the crossing
point in Qalandia, between Jerusalem
and the occupied West Bank, in a lane
designated for vehicles despite repeat-
ed calls from guards to stop, a state-
ment said.  She was wounded when
security forces opened fire, police

spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said. Police
said she was 35 and from Issawiya, a
neighbourhood in east Jerusalem.  A
spokeswoman for the Israeli hospital
she was taken to described her condi-
tion as “serious”.

She was left for around an hour after
the attack on the ground before receiv-
ing treatment, an AFP photographer at
the checkpoint said.

Israel public radio said forces
checked her for explosives before allow-

ing her to be transported to hospital.
Since October 2015, 246 Palestinians,

36 Israelis, two Americans, a Jordanian,
an Eritrean and a Sudanese have been
killed in a wave of violence, according to
an AFP count.

Most of the Palestinians killed were
carrying out knife, gun or car-ramming
attacks, according to Israeli authorities.
Others were shot dead during protests
or clashes, while some died in Israeli air
strikes on the Gaza Strip. —  AFP

Israeli guards shoot knife-wielding woman



BUCHAREST:  Romania’s president yesterday named social-
democrat Sorin Grindeanu as the nation’s new prime minister,
bringing to a close weeks of uncertainty since the left won a
parliamentary vote on December 11.

The centre-right president Klaus Iohannis signed the official
decree naming Grindeanu, a 43-year-old former communica-
tions minister, as the new premier.

Grindeanu now faces a confidence vote in parliament on
his programme and cabinet nominees. The vote must take
place within the next 10 days.

The nomination sought to put an end to a political crisis
sparked when Iohannis rejected a previous candidate who
would have been the country’s first female and first Muslim
prime minister.

The president offered no reasons for his rejection of Sevil
Shhaideh, initially put forward by the Social Democrats (PSD),
but there was speculation that it was due to her Syrian hus-
band’s background.

Sources close to the president had indicated on Thursday
that Grindeanu was considered a “better solution.” “Iohannis is
hoping for a smoother, less conflictual coexistence than he
had with former prime minister Victor Ponta,” who was forced
to resign in November 2015 after street protests erupted over
a deadly nightclub fire.

Grindeanu is seen in Romania as a “disciplined soldier”
within the PSD ranks and said himself in a recent interview

that he had joined the party very young as an outlet for his
leftist convictions.

After his nomination Wednesday by PSD leader Liviu
Dragnea, Grindeanu said he would obey the party chief.

“Mr Dragnea is the president of the PSD, it’s very simple,”
he said. Dragnea had withdrawn his own bid to become prime
minister because of a conviction that bars him from office.

Second nomination 
Dragnea however made no secret of the fact he was look-

ing for a candidate close to him.
“I wanted a man I could trust, a man who wouldn’t use his

government position as a springboard,” he said.
He also said he would not abandon his own ambitions of

power, branding as “unjust” the laws barring him from office
over charges of electoral fraud.

Before Grindeanu, the PSD had proposed the previously lit-
tle-known Shhaideh after its thumping poll victory on
December 11 when it won 45 percent of the vote, enough to
form a majority coalition with its partners ALDE.

Shhaideh, 52, who has only five months ministerial experi-
ence, is from Romania’s small and long-established Turkish
minority, but her Muslim faith is not thought to have been the
problem. 

Instead the focus was likely on her husband, 54, who
worked in the Syrian agriculture ministry for 20 years before
emigrating to Romania in 2011 and marrying Shhaideh the
same year, according to the PSD.

Website HotNews cited unnamed sources as saying that
the security services had “strongly cautioned” against
Shhaideh’s nomination because of the closeness of her
husband and his two brothers to President Bashar al-
Assad’s regime.

This might have made giving Shhaideh the necessary
security clearances to be the NATO member’s prime minister
problematic.

On Tuesday after Shhaideh’s rejection, Dragnea said the
PSD was considering its options including moving to sus-
pend Iohannis or going to the constitutional court.

However, any attempt by the PSD to remove the head of
state would have been problematic because Iohannis was
entitled to request a second proposal for premier.

The PSD eventually agreed to make a new proposal, stat-
ing that it would be their “final” effort to avoid “political war”.

The PSD’s election triumph came barely a year since
anger over the nightclub fire that killed 64 people forced it
from office.

The inferno was blamed on corruption-something
Brussels has long complained about since Romania joined
the EU in 2007. — AFP
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KANO: Nigeria has recently trumpeted a major vic-
tory in its battle against Boko Haram, claiming that
its army has routed the jihadists from their forest
bastion, but the war against them is far from over.
After years of devastating battles and a recent surge
in attacks, the fear in Nigeria is that Boko Haram will
simply decamp from the Sambisa forest enclave to
other areas nearby.

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari
announced on Christmas Eve that a months-long
campaign had led to the “final crushing of Boko
Haram terrorists in their last enclave in Sambisa
Forest”.

The Nigerian military said troops were chasing
fleeing Boko Haram militants, claiming that the fight
against the jihadists was in its final stages. But on
Thursday, Boko Haram’s elusive leader Abubakar
Shekau appeared in a video to dispute the govern-
ment’s claim. 

“We are safe. We have not been flushed out of
anywhere,” Shekau said in the 25-minute video,
flanked by masked armed fighters.

As  access  to  the conf l ict  zones is  heavi ly

restricted, claims from both sides cannot be inde-
pendently verified.

‘A convenient sanctuary’ 
According to a military source who asked not to

be named, Boko Haram jihadists have been “tremen-
dously weakened and are trying to avoid confronta-
tion ... by hiding in some obscure locations.” Islamists
routed from Sambisa have reportedly fled to areas
on the edge of the forest, islets on Lake Chad as well
as villages on the Cameroon border.

“They were sighted in large numbers in ... the
Kala-Balge area,” said a vigilante helping in the fight,
referring to a region near Cameroon.

The head of the fishermen’s union in Borno
state, the epicentre of Boko Haram’s seven-year
insurgency, said some fighters had regrouped on
Lake Chad,  which straddles Nigeria,  Niger,
Cameroon and Chad.

It provides the jihadists with a “convenient sanc-
tuary”, with its 400 islets covered with dense vegeta-
tion that makes aerial detection and ground opera-
tions dangerous, Abubakar Gamandi said.

“The islets are between one and two square kilo-
metres and the fresh water and abundant fish in the
lake make them habitable,” said Gamandi, who has
fished in Lake Chad for 40 years.

Abu Musab al-Barnawi, the leader of a Boko
Haram faction recognised by the Islamic State group,
has already been living on the lake since his group
split from Shekau’s leadership in August, residents
and vigilantes say.  Should Shekau and his troops
move there, it is unclear whether the two rival fac-
tions will end up battling each other. 

The next battleground? 
Cameroonian troops have intensified their opera-

tions along their nation’s frontier with Nigeria,
where fleeing Boko Haram fighters have also sought
refuge, according to a vigilante in the Nigerian bor-
der town of Banki.

“Cameroon has upped security along the border
which has forced fleeing Boko Haram (fighters) to
head to Kala-Balge, where Nigerian troops are
deploying”, said the vigilante, who did not want to
give his name. — AP

Romania gets new premier, 

ending political turmoil

War not over after Boko Haram ousted from forest bastion

Three Miami officers fired 

over target practice ‘jokes’

MIAMI:  An internal Miami police investigation has found
three rookie officers joked in a group chat about using the
city’s primarily black neighborhoods for target practice, a
newspaper reported yesterday.

According to investigation documents obtained by the
Miami Herald (http://hrld.us/2hxDZZp), the officers told an
investigator they were only joking. The newspaper said offi-
cers Kevin Bergnes, Miguel Valdes and Bruce Alcin were fired
two days before Christmas. It said Alcin is African-American
and Valdes has a black grandfather.

The remarks upset colleagues and came as the depart-
ment is under supervision of the US. 

Department of Justice following a series of police shoot-
ings. “It was senseless, young and reckless. It shouldn’t be tol-
erated,” Justin Pinn, an African-American member of a civilian
board tasked with monitoring Miami’s federal policing agree-
ment, told the paper. “Officers are supposed to be guardians
not warriors. I don’t think what they expressed reflects the
values of the department.”

Attorney Stephen Lopez, who represents the three officers,
said the remarks were taken out of context and that there was
no misconduct. “Two of the officers have black blood pump-
ing through their veins,” he told the newspaper. 

“To say that they’re racist is outrageous and ludicrous.”
Police union president Lt. Javier Ortiz maintained that the

officers should have been reprimanded, not fired since their
“messages were in poor taste, but weren’t in any way racial.”

The incident happened June 30 as the three officers were
responding to other rookie officers’ questions about shooting
ranges in a WhatsApp chat they often communicated in, the
paper said. According to documents obtained by the Herald,
the officers-in-training shared department information on
that thread. — AP

NEW YORK: A pedestrian asks directions from two
heavily armed counterterrorism officers stationed
in Times Square, Thursday, in New York. — AP

BUCHAREST: Picture taken on December 28, 2016 shows
Romanian social-democrat Sorin Grindeanu during a press
conference in Bucharest. Romania’s centre-right president
Klaus Iohannis yesterday named Sorin Grindeanu as the
nation’s new prime minister. — AFP
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ISLAMABAD: Thirty-nine people have
now died after drinking home-made
liquor mixed with aftershave on
Christmas Eve in central Pakistan, offi-
cials said Friday, including two out of
the four suspects accused of creating
the toxic brew. Police and hospital offi-
cials added 23 of the 121 people sick-
ened in the incident, which happened

in the town of Toba Tek Singh, some
340 kilometers south of Islamabad, are
still in hospital.

“So far 39 people have died after
consuming toxic liquor,” senior police
official Atif Imran, who is investigating
the case, told AFP. Most of the dead
were Christians. Imran added that two
of the four suspects accused of prepar-

ing the mix had died while the other
two were had been charged with mur-
der and terrorism related offences.
Though legal breweries exist in
Pakistan, alcohol sales and consump-
tion are banned for Muslims and tightly
regulated for minorities and foreigners.
While wealthy Pakistanis buy foreign
alcohol on the black market at heavily

inflated prices, the poor often resort to
home brews that can contain methanol,
commonly used in anti-freeze and fuel.
Eleven Christians died in October after
consuming toxic liquor at a party in
Punjab province. In October 2014 29
drinkers were killed after consuming
methanol-tainted liquor over the Eid
public holidays.— AFP 

Pakistan toxic liquor incident rises to 39

YANGON: Myanmar said yesterday it will
take back 2,415 citizens from Bangladesh,
only a tiny fraction of the 300,000 people
who Bangladesh says are Myanmar citi-
zens taking refuge there and should go
home. Tension has been rising between
the neighbors over Myanmar’s treatment
of ethnic minority Rohingya Muslims,
about 50,000 of whom Bangladesh says
have fled there since the Myanmar army
launched a crackdown on its side of their
border in October.

Myanmar has for decades said
Rohingyas are illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh and it has declined to grant
them citizenship. Bangladesh says the
Rohingyas are Myanmar citizens and it has
refused to grant refugee status to those
who have fled there, many from commu-
nal violence and Myanmar army crack-
downs over the past decades.

“There are only 2,415 Myanmar citizens,
according to our data,” Kyaw Zaya, direc-
tor general of Myanmar’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told Reuters, referring to
the number of Myanmar citizens in
Bangladesh. “We always stand with our
number,” he said, adding he had “no idea”
about the Bangladesh figure of 300,000.

He said the Myanmar government had
a plan to take back the 2,415 in 2017.

Bangladesh had earlier summoned the
Myanmar ambassador in Dhaka to
demand the “early repatriation of all
Myanmar citizens from Bangladesh,” its
foreign affairs ministry said in a statement,
giving the figure of 300,000. Security has
deteriorated sharply in Myanmar’s north-
western Rakhine State, home to many
Rohingyas, since attacks on security posts
near the border with Bangladesh on Oct. 9
in which nine police officers were killed.

The government of predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar has blamed militants
with links to Islamists overseas for the
attacks and poured troops into the region.
Rights groups and residents say wide-
spread abuses have occurred during the
Myanmar military operation over the
weeks since then. Myanmar has denied
the accusations, saying many of the
reports of abuses are fabricated, and it
insists the strife in Rakhine State is an
internal matter.

While Bangladesh says 50,000 people
have fled there since October, the United
Nations says the number is 34,000. The
violence in Rakhine State has become the
biggest challenge facing Aung San Suu
Kyi’s government and has sparked inter-
national criticism that the Nobel Peace
Prize winner has done too little to help

the Muslim minority. Bangladesh has
asked Myanmar to “urgently address the
‘root cause’ of the problem” and said it
was ready to “discuss process and modali-
ties of repatriation with Myanmar”.
Adding to the tension, this week
Bangladesh’s border force accused the
Myanmar navy of opening fire on a fish-
ing boat in the Bay of Bengal.

‘End the human crisis’
Meanwhile, more than a dozen Nobel

laureates on Thursday urged the United
Nations to “end the human crisis” of
Myanmar’s Rohingya minority group,
whose members have been fleeing to
Bangladesh to escape a bloody military
crackdown.

In an open letter addressed to the UN
Security Council, 23 Nobel laureates,
politicians, philanthropists and activists
said “a human tragedy amounting to eth-
nic cleansing and crimes against humanity
is unfolding in Myanmar.” They also criti-
cized the country’s leader Aung San Suu
Kyi-herself a Nobel Peace Prize winner-for
what they called a lack of initiative to pro-
tect the Rohingyas. “We are frustrated that
she has not taken any initiative to ensure
full and equal citizenship rights of the
Rohingyas,” the group wrote. — Agencies

MUMBAI: One of Mumbai’s best known colleges has
banned female students from wearing ripped jeans,
sparking the latest row against dress codes and cur-
fews imposed on women that students say are dis-
criminatory and sexist. St Xavier’s College, which had
previously forbidden female students from wearing
shorts, sleeveless tops and short dresses, this month
added ripped jeans to its list of banned clothing.

The Jesuit institution became the latest to incur
the wrath of female students across the country who
have been protesting rules that they say are discrimi-
natory and distressing. Most universities in India have
a 6 pm or 8 pm curfew for women, while men have a
later timing, or no curfew. Universities also impose
dress codes on women, limit or screen their male visi-
tors, and have other rules that men don’t.

“In the name of safety, you can’t police women and
impose these patriarchal, discriminatory rules,” said
Devangana Kalita, a former Delhi University student
who is part of Pinjra Tod, or break the cage, a Delhi-
wide campaign protesting such rules. “We want uni-
versities to recognize that we are adults, and that they
should not be curbing our freedom and mobility.
Providing a safe environment for women goes
beyond just imposing rules,” she said.

Safety of women
Calls to staff at St Xavier’s College for a comment

on the recent ban were not returned. The Dean of
Student Welfare in Delhi University, JM Khurana, said
he was not aware of Pinjra Tod and that he did not
wish to comment on university rules. The safety of
women in India came under the spotlight after the
fatal gang rape of a college student in New Delhi on a
bus in December 2012 that sparked global outrage
and led to the tightening of laws for crimes against
women in India.

Amid a widening debate on women’s safety in the
country, some politicians, university officials and even
the police have asked women to take self-defence
training, to “dress decently” and to not loiter outside
after dark. But students have demanded an end to
curfews, and asked officials to focus instead on safer
public transport, more female campus security per-
sonnel and better lighting in and around campuses.

Kalita said early curfews are keeping women from
internships, employment opportunities and campus
activities. “Universities say: ‘your parents want the
curfew’. But it’s an absurd argument,” Kalita said.
Elsewhere, particularly in the more conservative
southern states, the situation is worse, said Vandana
Venkatesh, who surveyed colleges in Tamil Nadu state
earlier this year.

Women students reported physical intimidation
and threats of violence from college authorities for
questioning discriminatory rules, she said. “Many of
them complained about feeling claustrophobic, anx-
ious and belittled,” she said. Earlier this month,
women students in a college in the southern state of
Kerala protested the hostel’s 4 pm curfew and a rule
banning mobile phones. “There is a sense of collective
strength and power now. The more women there are
out on the streets, in public places, the safer we will
be,” Kalita said. — Reuters 

SINGAPORE: Myanmar’s Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi, left, meets with Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at
the Istana or presidential palace. — AP 

Myanmar says will take back 
2k citizens from Bangladesh

Nobel laureates urge UN to intervene
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JAMPUR: Mohammad Ramzan can nei-
ther hear nor speak, and he has a child-
like mind. But he knew his wife, Saima,
was too young when she was given to
him as a bride. The 36-year-old Ramzan
smiles, eager to please, as he uses his fin-
gers to count out her age when they
married. One, two, three . . . until 13, and
then he stops and looks at her, points
and nods several times.

The girl’s father, Wazir Ahmed, says
she was 14, not 13, but her age was
beside the point. It mattered only that
she had reached puberty when he
arranged her marriage as an exchange:
His daughter for Ramzan’s sister, whom
he wanted to take as a second wife. His
first wife, Saima’s mother, had given him
only daughters, and he hoped his sec-
ond wife would give him a son. But
Sabeel wouldn’t marry him until her
brother had a wife to care for him. She
would be a bride in exchange for a bride.

“We gave a girl in this family for a girl
in their family,” Ahmed says. “That is our
right.” In deeply conservative regions
such as this one in the south of Punjab
province, the tribal practice of exchang-
ing girls between families is so
entrenched, it even has its own name in
Urdu: Watta Satta, which means give
and take.

Religious obligation 
A girl may be given away to pay a

debt or settle a dispute between feuding
families. She might be married to a
cousin to keep her dowry in the family
or, as in this case, married for the
prospect of a male heir. Many believe
that their Islamic religion instructs
fathers to marry off their daughters at
puberty. “If it is not done, our society
thinks parents have not fulfilled their
religious obligation,” says Faisal
Tangwani, regional coordinator for the

independent Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan in nearby Multan.

Ahmed sees the hand of God in his
daughter’s marriage to a disabled man.
“It was by God’s will that he was chosen,”
he says. “It was her fate.” Ahmed sits
inside the mud-walled compound where
he lives now with his two wives. Outside,
stray dogs roam in packs of three and
four. They bite, Ahmed warns. He says
that the fact that Ramzan is nearly three
times his daughter’s age is irrelevant. But
the legal marrying age here is 16, and in
a rare move, police did investigate
Saima’s marriage after they received a
complaint, possibly from a relative
involved in a dispute with her father.

Ramzan and Ahmed were jailed for a
few days, but Saima testified in court
that she was 16 and they were released.
She says she told the authorities she
was 16 to protect her father and hus-
band. In Saima’s world of crushing
poverty, where centuries-old tribal tradi-
tions mix with religious beliefs, a crip-
pling cycle traps even the perpetrators
with a life’s burden: A father who longs
for a son to help support his family; a
wife who must provide that son; a
daughter who must become a mother
even when she is still a child.

Saima’s mother, Janaat, agrees with
marrying off her daughters early. She
says girls are a headache after they reach
puberty. They can’t be left at home
alone for fear of unwanted sexual activi-
ty or worse, the daughter leaves home
with a boy of her choice. “That would be
a shame for us. We would have no hon-
or. No. When they reach puberty quickly,
we have to marry them,” she says.
“Daughters are a burden, but the sons,
they are the owners of the house.”

She says she accepted her husband’s
marriage to another woman; after all, it’s
her fault he only has daughters. “I feel

shame that I don’t have a son. I myself
allowed my husband to get a second
wife,” she says. Her husband’s new wife,
Sabeel, says she agreed to marry Ahmed
because of her brother. She wanted him
to have a wife.

“No one had been willing to give
their daughters to my brother,” she says.
Ramzan is quick to extend his hand to
guests who enter through the torn and
tattered curtain that hangs over the
front door to his compound, tucked
away in a narrow alley lined with open
sewers. Ramzan’s elderly parents live
with him. His father rarely leaves his
bed, saying he has trouble walking. His
mother begs from morning until night,
sometimes knocking on doors, other
times parking herself in the middle of a
dusty road, her hand outstretched for
donations.

Gestures 
Like Ramzan, she can neither hear

nor speak. Both her hips and one knee
have been broken. She gestures as if
breaking a twig to explain her troubled
knee. Ramzan looks at Saima, her hair
hidden beneath a sweeping shawl, her
large brown eyes downcast. “I didn’t
want to marry her so young. I said at the
time, ‘She is too young,’ but everyone
said I must,” he says through a series of
gestures interpreted by those around
him. He held his hand up just below his
chest, showing how tall she was when
they married.

Saima doesn’t talk much. Her answers
are short, and matter-of-fact. “His sister
and my father fell in love and they
exchanged me,” Saima says. “Yes, I am
afraid of my father, but it is his decision
who I will marry and when.” She picks at
the rope bed where she sits with
Ramzan. Her husband often reaches to
touch the top of her head. — AP 

In a Pakistan family, deal is 

made, girl is given as bride
Settling disputes with families with female trade 

China Communist party 

expels former spymaster

BEIJING: China’s ruling Communist Party has expelled the for-
mer deputy chief of the country’s top intelligence agency, it
said yesterday, the latest high-ranking figure to face prosecu-
tion in a much-publicised corruption crackdown. Ma Jian, for-
mer deputy head of China’s ministry of state security, was sus-
pected of taking bribes and abusing power, the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) — the party’s
internal watchdog-said in a statement on its website.

He “seriously violated political discipline and the code of
conduct, confronted an organisational probe, as well as trans-
ferred and hid money and property related to his case”, it said.
Ma was first put under investigation for “serious disciplinary
violations” standard code for graft-in January 2015.

His case is being transferred to the judiciary, the CCDI state-
ment said, where he will almost certainly be prosecuted, con-
victed and sentenced to prison. The announcement is part of
the ongoing corruption crackdown announced by Chinese
President Xi Jinping after coming to power in 2012. Since that
time, the drive has punished more than one million members
of the ruling party, from lowly “flies” to powerful “tigers” like
Ma and his former boss domestic security czar Zhou
Yongkang, although critics liken it to a factional purge.

The campaign has gained “crushing momentum”, the CCDI
said Wednesday in a statement on its website that looked back
at the office’s annual achievements. Moving forward, it will
seek to “purge the Party’s political ecosystem”, it added, sug-
gesting it could intensify its efforts. It has already swept
through the ranks of the party, which has 88 million members.

This week alone, Chinese official media have reported the
convictions of a vice-chair of the national legislature and a
provincial vice-governor, the trial of a senior provincial official,
the indictment of a deputy head of the Taiwan affairs office
and a second vice-governor, and a probe into a senior general.
Ma’s case is linked to other top officials who were thought to
pose a threat to Xi, who last month lashed out at what he
described as “political conspiracies” against him.

Earlier this month, Ling Jihua, the brother of a senior aide to
former Chinese President Hu Jintao, was sentenced to more
than a decade in prison and fined 1.5 million yuan ($215,000)
for accepting bribes. Ma is “closely linked” to Ling, according
to Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post. Another brother,
Ling Wancheng, has fled to the US, where he is reported to
have shared Chinese state secrets with Washington. — AFP 

Philippines blames 

Islamic militants 

MANILA: The Philippine government blamed Islamic mili-
tants yesterday for bomb attacks that left 52 people
injured during the mainly Catholic nation’s Christmas holi-
days. An explosion ripped through fight fans watching a
boxing match in the central town of Hilongos late
Wednesday, while six people were hurt in a roadside
bomb attack on the southern island of Mindanao the same
night. Police said 13 people were also injured in another
blast outside a Catholic church during Christmas Eve mass
on Mindanao on Saturday.

“It looks like they are employing diversionary tactics
elsewhere to ease military pressure on them,” Defence
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana told reporters. Two small
Mindanao-based Islamic militant groups, the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and the Maute group, are
suspected of involvement in the blasts after they formed a
tactical alliance and began sharing bomb-making technol-
ogy, he added.

The BIFF is a breakaway faction of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front, the country’s largest Muslim rebel group,
which has been observing a ceasefire with the govern-
ment. President Rodrigo Duterte, who began his six-year
term in June, has sought to pursue peace negotiations
with the front, while ordering a crackdown on Mindanao
rebel factions that spurned his peace drive.

Like the Maute group, which has fought skirmishes
with government forces in another area of Mindanao this
year, the BIFF has been seen using black flags associated
with Islamic State group fighters in Iraq and Syria, the mili-
tary has said.The third group targeted in the military crack-
down is the Abu Sayyaf, blamed for bombings and kidnap-
pings and some of whose leaders have also pledged alle-
giance to the Islamic state group.  — AFP 

JAMPUR: In this Tuesday, Dec 20, 2016 photo, Mohammad Ramzan, right, reacts while talking to The Associated Press
with his young bride Saima. — AP 
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JEFFERSON CITY: A Missouri Republican saw
last year’s debate over a proposed constitu-
tional amendment that would have protect-
ed businesses that deny services to same-
sex couples bring lawmakers to tears and
grind legislative work to a halt. His potential
solution: Take state government out of mar-
riage completely. “You can stop spending so
much emotional energy on the issue, and
we can move on to other things,” state Rep
TJ Berry said, adding, “I’m treating every-
body the exact same way and leaving space
for people to believe what they believe out-
side of government.”

His bill, filed ahead of the 2017 legislative
session, would make Missouri the first state
to recognize only domestic unions for both
heterosexual and gay couples, treating legal
partnerships equally and leaving marriages
to be done by pastors and other religious
leaders. But such peace could be elusive for
several reasons. Some argue that leaving mar-
riage to religious leaders is a way to constitu-
tionally refuse to perform ceremonies for
same-sex couples. 

Plus, there are potential logistical issues
with stripping references to marriage in hun-
dreds of state statutes, and the federal govern-
ment recognizes only marriages for benefits.
Berry’s idea has been met by skepticism from
pretty much all sides of the gay marriage issue.
Other states including Alabama, Indiana and
Michigan failed to pass similar bills to limit the
government’s role in marriage, and Oklahoma
representatives passed a bill that didn’t make
it out of the Senate.

The Missouri bill’s chances are unclear,
although Republican House Majority Floor
Leader Mike Cierpiot, who lives 30 minutes
south of Kansas City in Lee’s Summit, said the
issue needs to be discussed due to impas-
sioned arguments among LGBT rights groups
and religious organizations that have contin-
ued in the wake of the 2015 US Supreme

Court decision legalizing same-sex marriage.

Treat all couples the same 
The bill is backed by states’ rights group

Tenth Amendment Center,  whose
spokesman Mike Maharrey called it a “great

compromise” and referenced county clerks in
other states, such as Kentucky, who refused
to issue marriage licenses to same-sex cou-
ples. “It removes that type of battle of con-
science,” he said. While the bill “would treat
all couples the same” - at least in Missouri -

the legal director for the national LGBT advo-
cacy group Human Rights Campaign high-
lighted a significant issue. The federal gov-
ernment does not recognize domestic part-
nerships or other alternative unions, so
Missouri’s same-sex and opposite-sex cou-
ples would need to get married in another
state to receive federal benefits regarding
taxation, social security and military spousal
benefits, Sarah Warbelow said.

Berry, who’s from Kearney, about 30 min-
utes north of Kansas City, said he’s seeking
guidance from the federal government. The
bill also doesn’t address the heart of tension
between religious groups and gay rights
groups: whether same-sex couples should
have the right to wed. Members of the
Missouri Baptist Convention are concerned
that endorsing Berry’s measure would be
seen as accepting the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing, policy director Don Hinkle said.

“We believe that the Bible is literally the
words of God, and we’re to keep his com-
mandments,” Hinkle said. “And he makes it
very clear that marriage is to be only
between a man and a woman.” Democratic
House Minority Leader Gail McCann Beatty
said the issue was settled at the federal level,
calling the bill “absolutely unnecessary.” She
also warned that the whopping 386-page bill
has unknown consequences, potentially
causing problems for couples in domestic
unions who move out of state.

And there’s the possibility that the meas-
ure could chip away at the significance of
marriage. “If  you replace marriage with
domestic union, will people still take that
contract as seriously?” Missouri Catholic
Conference Executive Director Mike Hoey
said. Most Americans “don’t want marriage to
disappear,” Warbelow said. “There is some-
thing about marriage,” she said. “People
don’t grow up dreaming about being in civil
unions or domestic partnerships.” — AP 

A lawmaker’s solution for marriage debate 
Take state government out of marriage completely

JEFFERSON CITY: In this March 31, 2016, file photo, gay-rights supporter Mathew
“Skippy” Mauldin holds a flag during a gay rights rally outside the Capitol. — AP 
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NEW YORK: Massive 20-ton sanitation
trucks, weighted with an extra 15 tons of
sand, will surround the iconic New Year’s
Eve celebration in Times Square, officials
said Thursday, describing a security
measure meant to stop deadly truck-dri-
ving attacks into crowds like those in
Germany and France. The placement of
the 65 trucks, along with 100 patrol cars,
at intersections surrounding Times
Square is a new element to an already
heavily policed event that will include
7,000 officers, specially armed countert-
errorism units and bomb-sniffing dogs.

“We live in a changing world now,”
New York Police Department
Commissioner James O’Neil said. “It can’t
just be, ‘What happens in New York, what
happens in the United States?’ It has to
be more, ‘What happens worldwide?’” A
Tunisian man who plowed a truck into a
Christmas market in Berlin this month
killed 12 people and injured 56 others.
His attack followed a more deadly assault
in Nice, France, in July that left 86 people
dead when a man drove a 20-ton refrig-
erated truck into a crowd celebrating
Bastille Day. New York police studied
those events in planning their Times
Square security.

“As we formulated this year’s plan, we
paid close attention to world events and
we learned from those events,” said
Carlos Gomez, the NYPD’s chief of
department. More than 1 million people
are expected to attend the annual ball
drop countdown in Manhattan, and offi-
cials said they didn’t know of any terror
threats.

Augmented precautions
The security measures are part of aug-

mented precautions across the nation for
New Year’s Eve. To keep Las Vegas’ lavish
celebration secure, the entire police force
will be working or on-call with help from
the FBI, the National Guard and the
Secret Service and will close roads and
beef up barriers to prevent vehicle
attacks.

Times Square revelers, who are pro-
hibited from carrying umbrellas and large
bags, will be screened at two points:
once when they approach the Crossroads
of the World and again when they enter
one of the 65 pens that hold thousands
of people each. And, as in past years, offi-
cials have removed trash bins and mail-
boxes, sealed manhole covers and done
sweeps of parking garages and hotels.
Police in New York have used trucks as
blocker vehicles before, though never on
this scale.

The sand-filled trucks were deployed
in November at the Thanksgiving Day
parade and on Election Day, when they
were posted outside Donald Trump’s
Trump Tower, at two Manhattan hotels
and at a convention center used by
Hillary Clinton’s campaign. Investigators
also are reviewing the records of truck
rental companies, said James Waters,
chief of the NYPD’s counterterrorism
bureau.

The large trucks aren’t the only offer-
ing from the Department of Sanitation,
said Kathryn Garcia, the sanitation com-
missioner. About 280 employees will be
on hand to clean up between 40 and 50
tons of debris after the ball drops follow-
ing the 60-second countdown to 2017,
she said. — AP 

NEW YORK: A row of New York City police cars is parked along a street in Times Square.—AP 

Garbage trucks block Times Square truck attacks

New element to an already heavily policed event

MOSCOW: Russia has pledged retribution after
the US turfed out dozens of diplomats and
imposed sanctions over alleged cyberattacks
aimed at skewing the presidential election.
Moscow has consistently denied it was behind
the hacking and insists Washington has never
provided any firm proof of its guilt. Therein lies
the problem: irrefutable evidence determining
the identity of the hackers and the reason for
their attacks is hard, if not impossible, to find.
Here is what is known so far about the “who,
what and why” of the hacking strikes during
the recent US election campaign.

Who hacked what? 
In May, US National Intelligence Director

James Clapper warns of cyberattacks against
the campaigns, without specific reference to
any source. On June 15, CrowdStrike, a cyber-
security firm hired by the Democratic National
Committee to investigate break-ins in its com-
puter systems, points to two separate Russian
intruders. “Both adversaries engage in exten-
sive political and economic espionage for the

benefit of the government of the Russian
Federation and are believed to be closely
linked to the Russian government’s powerful
and highly capable intelligence services,” it
says. CrowdStrike says hacking entity Cozy
Bear, linked to Russia’s GRU military intelli-
gence agency, intercepted Democratic Party
communications from June 2015 on, while
Fancy Bear, linked to Russia’s security service
(FSB), targeted and stole DNC dossiers related
to then Republican frontrunner Donald Trump
beginning in March. A month later,  the
WikiLeaks website begins publishing the pirat-
ed material. On September 5, US President
Barack Obama warns Russian President
Vladimir Putin over the hacking during a pri-
vate meeting in China, according to US offi-
cials. On October 7, the 17 US intelligence
agencies conclude the Russian government is
behind the cyberattacks and that they are
“intended to interfere with the US election
process”. Meanwhile, WikiLeaks publishes a
near-daily dose of emails stolen from the Gmail
account of John Podesta, chairman of Hillary

Clinton’s campaign, up until just before the
election. SecureWorks, another cybersecurity
consultant, says Podesta’s emails were hacked
by the same groups who hacked the DNC. On
December 9-10, the Washington Post and New
York Times report that the CIA concluded
Moscow intended to help Trump’s campaign
by releasing the hacked material.

The billionaire president-elect dismisses the
CIA conclusion as “ridiculous”. Russia denies all
claims. On December 12, leading
Congressional lawmakers call for an investiga-
tion into Russia’s role in the cyberattacks. On
December 15, Republican Senator Lindsey
Graham reveals his campaign accounts were
also hacked by Russians ahead of the
November vote.

On December 29, Obama announces a bar-
rage of punishment for Moscow over the
alleged attacks, including the deportation of 35
suspected intelligence agents and sanctions
against the GRU and FSB intelligence agencies.
The FBI and Department of Homeland Security
also release a briefing to provide “technical
details regarding the tools and infrastructure
used by the Russian civilian and military intelli-
gence Services to compromise and exploit net-
works and endpoints associated with the US
election.”

Could Russia pull this off? 
The talents of Russian state-serving hackers

are now the stuff of legend. Descended from
the tradition of Soviet economic espionage,
they broadened the scope to also probe and
punish political targets. Russia was blamed for
a cyberattack on Estonia in 2007, when the
Baltic state’s main internet sites crashed after
being flooded with surplus requests, in a so-
called distributed denial of service, or DDoS,
attack. It knocked out the national emergency
hotline for more than an hour.— AFP 

What we know about Russia’s election hack 

MOSCOW: The FSB headquarters, grey building at center.— AP 
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SHANGHAI: China is the world’s second-
largest economy and has one of the fastest
growth rates of any G20 nation, but its stock
markets have been among the worst perform-
ing in the world this year. Starting with a
botched attempt to reduce volatility that
instead triggered a spectacular meltdown,
Chinese bourses have spent the year strug-
gling against feckless policymakers, massive
capital flight and a languishing currency.

The benchmark Shanghai Composite Index
(SCI) closed yesterday down 12.3 percent for
the year, compared to a rise of 0.4 for Japan’s
Nikkei 225, while Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
index also rose 0.4 percent. China was vying
with debt-ridden Portugal for last place among
the 40-plus countries tracked by Wall Street
Journal’s Market Data Center. 

It is a significantly worse performance
than 2015’s wild ride, when the SCI surged
by 60 percent in the first half before plung-
ing by more than 40 percent in under three
months. Even so, it finished the year with an
overall gain of 9.4 percent. Then authorities
brought in a “circuit breaker” mechanism in
January to automatically shut down trading
if prices plunged. It went into effect twice in
one week, kicking off a self-reinforcing sell-
ing panic that spread to global markets, and

was scrapped after just four days.  “The
Chinese market had a meltdown this year,
and so far it has only half recovered from
that,” Northeast Securities analyst Shen
Zhengyang told AFP, adding the market was
still in “slow and gradual restoration”. The
chairman of the China Securities Regulatory
Commission was sacked over the debacle.
His replacement, Liu Shiyu, has kept a low
profile, hurting market confidence and leav-
ing investors seeking direction, said Oliver
Rui ,  a  professor at  the China Europe
International Business School (CEIBS).

“People don’t understand much about the
regulator’s policy direction,” he said, adding
that the lack of clarity partly explained the mar-
ket’s weak performance. The falling yuan-low-
ered seven percent by the central bank over
the year in the face of a surging dollar-has also
driven investors abroad in search of better per-
formance. “When the yuan falls, market capital
runs off overseas to hedge the risks,” said
Dickie Wong, Hong Kong-based research direc-
tor for Kingston Securities, adding it also made
foreign investors “less optimistic about main-
land companies”.

Missed connection 
Even the year’s few bright spots have

failed to live up to expectations. Earlier this
month, China launched a long-delayed pro-
gram connecting its second exchange in
Shenzhen-which has lost 14.7 percent this
year-with the bourse in Hong Kong. The
Hong Kong-Shenzhen Stock Connect builds
on a similar scheme with Shanghai and gives
foreign investors access to many mainland
tech shares.

But it has so far failed to live up to the hype,
with Shenzhen’s shares more expensive than
those in Hong Kong, making it unattractive to
foreign investors, while the entry threshold for
mainlanders to buy Hong Kong shares was set as
high as half a million yuan ($72,000). Other antic-
ipated reforms, such as a new system for initial
public offerings (IPOs), have all failed to material-
ize or were quietly shelved after January’s drama.
Currently, the Chinese government-rather than
the market-decides which companies offer
shares and when, and at what price. As a result
Chinese flotations are always underpriced, which
“sends the wrong signals to the market”, accord-
ing to Oliver Rui of CEIBS. Authorities should “not
intervene too much” but “are always afraid that
the market will lose control”, he told AFP. “But if
you do not let go, then you will never know if the
market can accept the new system or not.
Mistakes are a necessary step.”

‘Least profitable’    
Unlike most global exchanges where

institutions hold sway, China’s stock markets
are dominated by small investors, heighten-
ing volati l ity and short-termism.
Government-backed funds injected billions
of dollars into China‘s markets in 2015 in an
effort to stop them bleeding out, and still
play a major role, ignoring profit, loss and
everything in between, and creating huge
price distortions.

“In such an environment, it’s quite difficult
for investors to apply whatever money-making
strategies that they have learned over the
years,” said Citic Securities analyst Zhang Qun.
He called China’s stock market “the least prof-
itable” option in China or abroad. Even so, bro-
kers are mildly optimistic about next year-but
hedge their bets with huge ranges for their
2017 year-end forecasts.

China Merchant Securities projects the SCI
at anything from 2,900 — a six percent
decline-to 3,800, which would represent a
leap of 23 percent. “With the government tak-
ing tighter controls over the property market
and bonds also falling, not many choices are
left,” said Kingston’s Dickie Wong.  “Funds
must go somewhere and stocks are ultimately
one choice.” — AFP 

LIANYUNGANG: This file photo taken on January 7, 2016 shows an employee counting 100-yuan ($15) banknotes at a bank. — AFP  

China stockmarkets among 2016’s worst 

Attempt to reduce volatility triggered spectacular meltdown
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump gave himself kudos for
the creation of 8,000 new US jobs by a Japanese tech
mogul, saying it was proof of “the spirit and the hope”
stirred by his presidential win. But for those particular
jobs, Trump was basically taking a bow for the second
time. The jobs were part of a public commitment made
on December 6 by Masayoshi Son upon emerging from
the elevator bank at Trump Tower after a meeting with
Trump. Son pledged that companies controlled by his
firm SoftBank would invest $50 billion in the United
States and create 50,000 jobs.

On Wednesday, Trump celebrated the planned cre-
ation of 5,000 jobs by wireless carrier Sprint and 3,000 jobs
by OneWeb both companies where Son is a dominant
investor. Speaking from the front door of his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida, Trump did not outright mention Son’s
previous commitment but used the opportunity once
again to declare a victory for US workers. Although 8,000
jobs_on their own are unlikely to dramatically move the
needle toward the faster economic growth he has prom-
ised, the Trump transition team treated the jobs as a pre-
view of things to come. “This is just the tip of the iceberg,”
spokesman Sean Spicer told reporters Thursday.

Ever the dealmaker, Trump has actively courted and
shamed companies. The president-elect has pushed
defense contractors Boeing and Lockheed-Martin to
reduce their costs via his Twitter account, while he ful-
filled a campaign promise by preserving 800 jobs at the
Carrier furnace plant in Indianapolis that were previously
bound for Mexico.

With the Sprint and OneWeb announcement, there
may be slightly less than meets the eye. There is one clear
winner, though: Son, worth an estimated $19 billion. Since
the presidential election, Sprint stock has soared roughly
40 percent. Son’s SoftBank controls 83 percent of the
Kansas-based carrier. Here are some more facts about the
SoftBank commitment.

Are all of Sprint’s pledged jobs at the company?
No. Of the 5,000 jobs Sprint said it would create or

bring back to the United States in its upcoming fiscal year,
some would be at outside contractors. The jobs will help
“support” its customer service and sales teams, among
other divisions at the company. Details about pay and
benefits are being finalized, according to Sprint.

The company also said it will discuss with business
partners, states and cities about where to create these
jobs- but a spokeswoman told The Associated Press that it
will not receive any federal, state or local government
incentives for adding these positions. Still, Sprint will likely
have fewer workers than when Son’s firm SoftBank
acquired a controlling stake in 2013. Sprint has shed about
9,000 employees since 2012; it now employs roughly
30,000, according to annual reports.

What are the 3,000 new jobs at OneWeb?
Son’s SoftBank invested $1 billion this month in

OneWeb, which is building a network of satellites to pro-
vide broadband internet. The investment will help finance
the construction of a factory in Florida that could produce
15 satellites a week, generating 3,000 engineering, manu-
facturing and support jobs over the next four years,
according to a December 19 statement. Son linked his
investment to meeting with Trump.

“Earlier this month I met with President-elect Trump
and shared my commitment to investing and creating
jobs in the US,” he said in a statement about the invest-
ment. “This is the first step in that commitment.”

Who are the big winners?
In addition to those who get hired for the new jobs, a

clear victor is Masayoshi Son. Trump twice praised the
Japanese billionaire in December, signaling that Son
might as well have a direct line to the White House. This
could be helpful for Son’s other business plans. Under the
Obama administration, he saw a marquee deal to merge
Sprint with rival T-Mobile fail. Regulators opposed com-
bining two of the four largest mobile telecom companies
in the United States. Analysts say a Trump administration
would be more likely to approve telecom mergers. The
exposure with Trump has already been lucrative for Son.
Before the election, Sprint stock was trading for less than it
did after SoftBank acquired the company. —AP

Did Trump really  
create 8,000 jobs?

LONDON: Most world stocks markets
are set to finish 2016 in positive territory
despite shock votes in Britain and the
United States, but 2017 is clouded by
looming European elections and Brexit.
London’s FTSE 100 has gained almost 14
percent over the year, while Frankfurt’s
DAX 30 added about 6.4 percent and
the Paris CAC 40 won 4.1 percent. All
three indices dipped Friday on the final
trading day of 2016, with London due to
close at 1230 GMT.

This year witnessed a wave of anti-
establishment populism, which saw
Britain vote for its EU exit and the United
States elect maverick billionaire busi-
nessman Donald Trump as president.
Both unexpected outcomes sparked a
brief tumble on global equity markets-
but many have since staged a stunning
recovery to finish 2016 in the black.
Britons voted on June 23 to exit the
European Union, sparking markets
chaos and sending the pound collapsing
against the euro and dollar.

FTSE sparkles
However, London’s FTSE has since

soared to end the year in record-break-
ing form, as the British economy
shrugged off the impact of impending
Brexit. Prime Minister Theresa May has
vowed to trigger the two-year EU exit
process by the end of next March. “Fears
of an imminent UK recession following
Brexit proved wide of the mark thanks
largely to the resilience of consumer
spending,” NFS Macro analyst Nick
Stamenkovic told AFP. “Indeed, Brexit
was viewed as a local rather than global
issue, prompting a sharp turnaround in
the fortunes of world stock markets.”

Markets also briefly tanked on

November 9 after Republican Trump
defeated Democrat market favourite
Hillary Clinton to capture the White
House. Yet Wall Street has since enjoyed
a blockbuster run with the Dow Jones
Industrial Average now on the cusp of
20,000 points. New York has been
boosted by expectations that Trump-
who will be inaugurated on January 20
— will honor election pledges to ramp
up infrastructure spending, cut taxes
and boost businesses.

“Rising optimism over possible tax
reforms, increased infrastructure spend-
ing and reduced regulation have provid-
ed a spur for Wall Street-but there is a
risk of disappointment once Trump
becomes president in January 2017,”
cautioned Stamenkovic. The advent of
Brexit and Trump has now thrown the
spotlight onto upcoming European
elections. The Netherlands heads to the
polls in March, followed by France in
May, and Germany in the autumn.

Rise of populism
“Populism is the rising mood of the

moment,” London Capital Group analyst
Ipek Ozkardeskaya told AFP. “Not only in
the UK, but across Europe and the
world. “Brexit will remain on the head-
lines in 2017, yet of course as the picture
will get clearer, investors and markets
will find it easier to take a direction.”
There are fears that the current wave of
populism in Europe could provide a
boost to far-right leader Marine Le Pen
in France.

“Change is afoot within politics (with)
voters prepared to dare try something
different, tired of the status quo,” noted
Accendo Markets analyst Mike van
Dulken. “Fears of the end of the world-

from a Chinese hard landing, Brexit and
Trump-have failed to materialize.”
German Chancellor Angela Merkel is
however widely expected to win polls
set for September.

“In 2017, the main focus will be elec-
tions in France and Germany,” added
VTB Capital analyst Neil MacKinnon.
“Voters are likely to reject further fiscal
austerity and push back against further
super-state integration,” he predicted.
He added that Europe’s equity markets
were also lifted this year by the
European Central Bank. The ECB
embarked on an unprecedented stimu-
lus programme to drive up lending and
inflation in the euro area.

MacKinnon also highlighted the
region’s banking problem after the ECB
called for Italian lender Monte dei Paschi
di Siena (BMPS) to receive a bailout of
8.8 billion euros ($9.2 billion). “The
longer term challenge of bank recapital-
isation and restructuring in the euro-
zone area persists,” he warned. In for-
eign exchange, many economists pre-
dict the euro could slump to parity
against the dollar next year, aided by
the Federal Reserve’s hawkish stance on
interest rates.

The Fed’s bullish outlook this month
pushed the dollar to 10-month yen
highs and sent it heading towards parity
with the euro for the first time since
2002. In Asia yesterday, Tokyo retreated
again but Hong Kong rallied as Asian
markets brought down the curtain on a
volatile year. Japan’s Nikkei rose 0.42
percent in 2016, marking the fifth con-
secutive annual increase.  Shanghai
slumped more than 12 percent on the
back of massive capital flight and a lan-
guishing yuan currency. — AFP 

World markets see off 
unstable 2016 in black

Finish year in positive territory despite shocks 

LONDON: This file photo taken on February 18, 2016 shows traders operating in the Ring, the open trading floor of the
new London Metal Exchange (LME) in central London.  —AFP 
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KIEV: Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko yesterday tried to
bring in foreign investment and
slash corruption by temporarily
banning the tax police from con-
ducting unannounced checks on
companies’ operations. The meas-
ure is also supposed to let small
businesses thrive by letting them
stay open without any inspections
for three years.

The former Soviet republic is
keen to shed the label of Europe’s
most graft-ridden state that was
stamped on it by the European
Court of  Auditors last  month.
Ukraine’s tax police and other

inspection authorities are notori-
ous for accepting bribes as a
reward for letting companies stay
in business after committing
minor-or even made-up-
violations.

An improvement in the cash-
strapped and war-torn country’s
business climate has been a con-
stant demand wrapped into a
$17.5-billion (16.6-billion-euro)
rescue package approved by the
International Monetary Fund last
year. Poroshenko has vowed to
f ight corruption by cracking
down on the power wielded by a
handful of oligarchs and opening

up officials’ incomes for viewing
to all Ukrainians curious about
their elected leaders’ possibly ill-
gotten gains.

‘Controlling authorities’
The second measure is already

in effect while the battle to reign
in the billionaires is taking more
time. The law adopted yesterday
moves one step further by putting
tough curbs on the powers of the
tax police. “This will substantially
reduce the number of inspections
by the controlling authorities,” the
pro-Western leader said in a state-
ment. “We are going to see a qual-

itative change in the investment
and tax climate.”

The world bank ranks Ukraine
80th on its 2016 Ease of Doing
Business index. That is 40 spots
worse than its arch-rival Russia-a
country where the Kremlin domi-
nates business and the courts are
viewed as bought off-and only
one grade better than its 2015
ranking. Ukraine faired especially
poorly in categories such as taxa-
tion and handing out construction
and business permits.

Poroshenko said the tax
authorit ies wil l  no longer be
investigative but rather “consulta-

tive” in nature. That means com-
panies will be able to turn to them
with questions but no longer have
to open up their books during
spot inspections. Economists have
said that such sudden checks have
long been used by businessmen
to close the operations of a rival
on a technicality. 

The tax police have also been
reported to conduct raids on
companies that fall out of favor
with a particular tycoon or politi-
cian with business ties. The law
says that  unannounced tax
inspections may resume anew at
the start of 2018. — AFP 

Ukraine calls off tax police, seeks foreign investment 

LONDON: Gold hit a two-week high yesterday on
a weaker dollar and was set to close 2016 more
than 9 percent higher, snapping three years of
declines.  Spot gold was up 0.1 percent at
$1,158.86 an ounce by 1159 GMT, having hit its
highest since Dec. 14 at $1,163.14. US gold
futures rose $2.60 to $1,160.70 an ounce.

In the first half of 2016, investors increased gold
exposure as the Federal Reserve showed caution
on raising interest rates due to concerns about
global growth, while Britain’s vote to leave the
European Union curbed appetite for risk and
pushed the metal to a two-year high in July. But
gold prices fell more than 8 percent in November,
on higher US Treasury yields after Donald Trump’s
election win led to speculation his commitment to
infrastructure spending would spur growth. 

Bullion then hit a 10-month low on Dec 15 as
solid US economic data gave the Fed the confi-
dence to raise rates for the first time in a year. The
central bank signaled three more increases next
year from the previous projection of two. “In 2017,
we could see more weakness in the gold price
because of the three projected rate increases by
the Fed, which would lead to a stronger dollar,”
said Peter Fertig, owner of Quantitative
Commodity Research. 

Political alliances 
“On the other hand, though, uncertainty about

political alliances between US President-elect
Trump and international players could create
some geopolitical fractures, which would be posi-
tive for gold.” The precious metal is often seen as a
hedge against geopolitical risks. The dollar, which
was down 0.5 percent against a basket of six cur-
rencies, and US Treasury yields will remain a key
driver for gold’s movements, analysts said. 

Returns from US bonds are closely watched by
the gold market, given that the metal pays no
interest. Other precious metals were also set to
end the year in positive territory, with palladium
the best performer, up more than 19 percent so far
in 2016. It was unchanged at $671.84 an ounce.
Platinum gained 0.4 percent to $901, heading for a
yearly rise of just over 1 percent, its first annual
gain in four years.

The spread between platinum and palladium
contracted to its narrowest in nearly 15 years earli-
er this month at $141 an ounce, as palladium,
mostly used in autocatalysts, benefited from high-
er car demand in China and the United States and
dwindling supply. “A sharply widening deficit ... is
likely to propel palladium higher as scope for mine
output remains limited and industrial and auto
demand firm,” HSBC said in a note. Silver, up 0.2
percent at $16.18, was on track to end the year 17
percent higher. — Reuters 

Gold to snap 
losing streak 

ALBANY: It will be a happy New Year
indeed for millions of the lowest-paid US
workers. Nineteen states, including New
York and California, will ring in the year
with an increase in the minimum wage.
Massachusetts and Washington state will
have the highest new minimum wages in
the country, at $11 per hour.

California will raise its wage to $10.50
for businesses with 26 or more employ-
ees. New York state is taking a regional
approach, with the wage rising to $11 in
New York City, to $10.50 for small busi-
nesses in the city, $10 in its downstate
suburbs and $9.70 elsewhere. Some spe-
cific businesses - fast-food restaurants
and the smallest New York City business-
es - will  have slightly different wage
requirements.

“This $1.50 increase, I cannot even
comprehend or tell you how important
this will be,” said Alvin Major, a New York
City fast-food worker. The 51-year-old
father of four helped lead the fight for
the increase in his state, one of several
successful efforts by fast-food workers
and other low wage workers around the
country. “The price of food has gone up.
Rent has gone up. Everything has gone

up. ... This will make a difference for so
many people.”

Making ends meet 
Voters in Arizona, Maine, Colorado and

Washington approved increases in this
year’s election. Seven other states, Alaska,
Florida, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey,
Ohio and South Dakota, are automatically
raising the wage based on indexing. The
other states seeing increases are Arkansas,
Connecticut, Hawaii,  Michigan and
Vermont. Additional increases are slated
for later in the year in Oregon,
Washington, DC, and Maryland.

In Arizona, the state Chamber of
Commerce and Industry filed a lawsuit
challenging the increase, which will raise
the minimum wage from $8.05 to $10. On
Thursday, the Arizona Supreme Court
refused to temporarily block the raise.
Workers and labor advocates argue the
increases will help low-wage workers now
barely making ends meet and boost the
economy by giving some consumers more
money to spend. But many business own-
ers opposed the higher wages, saying
they would lead to higher prices and
greater automation.

Some restaurant owners may consider
reducing portion sizes or charging for side
dishes that were once included in the
price of a meal to absorb the increase,
according to Melissa Fleischut, president
of the New York State Restaurant
Association. “I’m sure prices will go up
where they can, but restaurants want to
avoid sticker shock,” she said. “They’re
going to have to get creative.” The adjust-
ments in New York, California and several
other states are part of a series of gradual
increases to a $12 or $15 hourly wage.

The minimum wage will also go up
this weekend in 22 cities and counties,
including San Diego, San Jose and
Seattle. The high number of states and
localit ies raising the wage this year
reflects the successful work of fast-food
workers and organized labor, according
to Tsedeye Gebreselassie, senior staff
attorney at the National Employment Law
Project, as well as federal inaction on the
wage. The national minimum was last
raised, to $7.25, in 2009. “These aren’t
only teens trying to make some pocket
money,” she said. “Increasingly it’s adults
who are using this money to support
their families.” — AP 

Pay increase for millions as 19 
US states raise minimum wage
‘This will make a difference for so many people’ 

ALBANY: In this March 15, 2016 file photo, the state Capitol provides a backdrop as supporters of a $15 minimum wage rally
at the Empire State Plaza. — AP 
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ISLAMABAD: China’s  State Grid
Corporation is set to build a $1.5-billion
power line across Pakistan to enable the
transmission of 4,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity from the country’s north to south,
the government said yesterday.
Pakistani and Chinese officials signed an
investment agreement in Beijing on
Thursday to build the country’s first
high-voltage, direct current (HVDC) line,
according to a government statement.

The power transmission line would

l ink the national  gr id between the
southern Pakistani town of Matiari and
easternmost city of Lahore, some 1,000
kilometers apart.  Pakistan has been
struggling to provide enough power to
its nearly 200 million citizens for years,
and Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has
vowed to solve the crisis by 2018. Sharif
inaugurated Pakistan’s fourth nuclear
power plant on Wednesday, a joint col-
laboration with China that adds 340
megawatts to the national grid as part of

the government’s  efforts  to end a
growth-sapping energy deficit.

The energy sector has traditionally
struggled to cover the cost of producing
electricity, leading the government to
divert $2 billion annually as a subsidy,
according to a recent report commis-
sioned by the British government. China
is ramping up investment in its South
Asian neighbor as part of a $46-billion
project unveiled last year that will link its
far-western Xinjiang region to Pakistan’s

Gwadar port with a series of infrastruc-
ture, power and transport upgrades.

Last week Pakistan’s main bourse
announced that a Chinese consortium
was set to acquire a 40 percent stake in
the stock exchange in a deal estimated
at $84 mil l ion.  Shanghai  Electr ic
announced in August it would buy a
majority stake in the utility that supplies
energy to Karachi for $1.7 billion, in the
country’s biggest ever private-sector
acquisition. — AFP 

China to build power line across Pakistan

SEOUL: South Korea’s government closed its
website that drew fury for showing the number
of women in childbearing age by each city dis-
trict and region. The Ministry of the Interior’s
website featuring the pink birth map remained
closed yesterday, a day after its launch, showing
instead a notice that the site is undergoing cor-
rections to reflect public opinion.

The website had gone offline after just a few
hours following criticism the government is try-
ing to shame women for not having babies.
Some said the government treated the birth rate
issue as concerning only women, pointing out
that no picture of men was used on the website.

Using pink as the main color, the site contained
information on birth rates, benefits from local
governments on child rearing, average marriage
age and other data. On top of the website, it
showed a picture of a woman kissing a little girl.

In the birth map, the regions with a higher
number of female residents aged 15-49 were col-
ored in dark pink while the regions with a lower
number of such women were shown in light
pink. The site also featured a ranking of regions
by the number of women aged 15-49. Users
could look up how many women who can have a
baby resided in their neighborhood for the past
10 years. — AP

CARACAS: Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro again delayed removing
the country’s largest bank note from cir-
culation Thursday, after a botched plan
to retire it triggered violent protests. The
100-bolivar note will now remain legal
tender until January 20 instead of the
2nd, “so everyone can spend their New
Year’s in calm,” Maduro announced in a
national address.

The central bank meanwhile
announced the arrival of new 20,000-
bolivar bills, meant to replace the old
money as Venezuela grapples with the
world’s highest inflation rate-set to hit
475 percent this year, according to the
International Monetary Fund. As
Venezuela flounders through a devas-
tating economic crisis, inflation has gut-
ted the value of the bolivar.

The 100-bolivar note is worth just 15
US cents at the highest official exchange
rate, leaving Venezuelans stuck carrying
huge stacks of them for even minor pur-

chases. Maduro triggered riots and loot-
ing two weeks ago when he tried to pull
the 100-bolivar bill from circulation
before replacements had arrived-leav-
ing Venezuelans desperately short of
cash for food and Christmas presents.

The leftist leader alleged international
“mafias” were hoarding 100-bolivar bills
abroad in a US-backed conspiracy. But
after his move to pull it from circulation
triggered unrest, he extended its life
until January 2. Venezuela has been
rocked by low prices for its key export,
oil. Now in its third year of a deep reces-
sion, it is facing severe shortages of food,
medicine and basic household goods.
The central bank sought to reassure
Venezuelans that its currency reform was
on track. Its deputy director, Jose Khan,
announced a shipment of 2.9 million
20,000-bolivar bills and 4.5 million 5,000-
bolivar bills had arrived from Malta.
Another 60 million 500-bolivar bills have
arrived in recent days, he said. The new

CARACAS: A member of the Venezuelan militia shows a sample of a banknote with the image of opposition leader and
President of National Assembly Henry Ramos Allup and a sign that reads in Spanish “ out of circulation,” during a rally. — AP 

Venezuela’s biggest bank note 
gets new stay of execution

Botched plan to retire it triggered violent protests 

S Korea shuts lewd childbearing site

BRASILIA: Brazil will seek to simplify its tax code in 2017,
President Michel Temer said on Thursday, aiming to expand
business-friendly reforms following proposals to modify the
pension system and labor laws. Since taking office after the
ouster of his leftist predecessor Dilma Rousseff, Temer has
pledged to pursue structural reforms to lift Brazil from its
deepest economic recession in decades.

This month, Congress sanctioned his proposal to limit
growth of public spending for the next 20 years, clearing the
way for votes on other measures. Brazil’s generous pension
system must be overhauled if the spending cap is to have
real effect, officials say. In a news conference in the capital
BrasÌlia, Temer said he expects Congress to swiftly approve
his plans to simplify the hiring of workers on temporary con-
tracts, saying lawmakers have shown “strong support” for his
agenda.

“Why not pursue tax reform now that plenty of bills have
advanced?” Temer said, adding that his government would
work hard to achieve the reform next year. Economists have
long criticized Brazil’s complex tax system as a barrier to
long-term growth. Companies in Brazil spend on average
2,038 hours to do their taxes or about 12 times the average in
the wealthy OECD group of nations, according to the World
Bank’s “Doing Business” index.

Temer’s advisers have floated a proposal to unify the fed-
eral PIS and Cofins taxes to fund social security. The govern-
ment could also negotiate with states to unify an inter-state
tax known as ICMS, a measure considered crucial to reduce
legal uncertainties. A government source familiar with the
matter told Reuters on Thursday that the reform could
include simplifying the tax regime of the oil and gas industry,
as well as changes to levies on the financial system and the
reduction of red tape in general.

“These are the general ideas of what should be done. It is
still in embryonic stages,” said the official, who asked not to
be named because he is not allowed to speak publicly. On
Thursday, Temer also promised to support any Congressional
efforts to reform Brazil’s political framework, a messy multi-
party system that critics say makes Brazil’s electoral politics
complicated and often corrupt. “The theme of political
reform belongs to Congress, but we’ll incentivize it and sup-
port it,” he said. Some lawmakers have called for rules limit-
ing the proliferation of parties, blamed for fostering corrup-
tion by demanding broad coalition and deal-making in
Congress. There are currently 35 parties registered in Brazil’s
electoral court, with 26 represented in the lower house of
Congress. — Reuters 

bills have yet to appear on the street,
however. So far, Venezuelans have only
seen new 50-bolivar coins. The date the
new bills will enter circulation will be
announced in January, said Khan. — AFP

Brazil’s president to 
pursue tax reform
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NEW DELHI: Fifty days ago, India yanked most
of its currency from circulation without warn-
ing, jolting the economy and leaving most citi-
zens scrambling for cash. As the deadline for
exchanging the devalued 500- and 1,000-
rupee notes for new ones hit on Friday, many
Indians were still stuck waiting in long bank
lines. Empty ATMs and ever-changing rules
prevented people from withdrawing money,
and many small, cash-reliant businesses from
cinemas to neighborhood grocery stores suf-
fered huge losses or went under.

Despite those problems, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said his Nov. 8 demonetiza-
tion decree succeeded in uncovering tax eva-
sion and cracking down on graft. The Indian
government is urging patience, insisting it’s
playing a long game that will eventually mod-
ernize Indian society and benefit the poor. So
far, despite the widespread inconvenience
and costs, most of the country’s 1.25 billion
citizens appear to be taking Modi’s word for it.
Here are a few things to know about India’s
massive cash overhaul:

Hardship for the poor
Modi’s announcement that 500 and 1,000

rupee bills - making up 86 percent of India’s
currency - were no longer legal tender has
posed an enormous hardship for millions of
people who use cash for everything from
salaries to cellphone charges.

Almost immediately, serpentine lines
appeared at banks and ATMs as people wait-
ed hours to deposit or exchange old currency
notes for new bills. Since authorities only
began printing the new bills after the policy
was announced, demand vastly exceeds sup-
ply and cash machines often run dry.  Daily
commerce in essentials including food, medi-
cine and transportation screeched almost to a
halt. Worst affected were the country’s hun-
dreds of millions of farmers, produce vendors,
small shop owners and daily-wage laborers
who usually are paid in cash at the end of a
day’s work. Many lost their jobs as small busi-
nesses shut down, compounding their pover-
ty. Pankaj Aggarwal, owner of a clothing shop
in the Old Delhi neighborhood of Chandni

Chowk, says his sales crashed by 70 percent.
“You can imagine what our business is like

now. It will be some time before our sales nor-
malize,” he said. Modi appears to have suc-
ceeded in promoting the cash overhaul as a
“pro-poor” policy, tapping into deep anger
among the have-nots toward wealthy elites.
“The first two months have been so bad for
us, we don’t even have enough money to buy
food,” said daily wage laborer Neeraj Mishra,
35. “Overall, I think Modi has done some
good. People with a lot of money are the ones
who have been troubled. I don’t have enough
cash for it to bother me much.”

Political scientist Sreeram Chaulia, dean of
the Jindal School of International Affairs in
New Delhi, describes the strategy as “classic
populism.” “Some people are outraged, but
are hesitant to come out and say it because
they don’t want to be branded as anti-nation-
al or self-centered,” he said.

A bruised economy
The wide impact of the demonetization

won’t be known until the government issues
its next quarterly GDP figures in February, but

the Reserve Bank of India already has shaved
half a percent from this year’s GDP growth
forecast, to 7.1 percent. Since domestic com-
merce drives most economic activity, analysts
have expressed alarm over the scale of eco-
nomic and social disruption and are warning a
contraction is likely in coming quarters. “The
countless unpredictable consequences that
will continue to show in the coming weeks
and months mean that it is, in effect, a huge
gamble,” said Jan Zalewski, an Asia expert with
the Britain-based risk assessment firm Verisk
Maplecroft. “Inflicting such huge costs for
what is an uncertain outcome is problematic.”

Real estate, tourism, transportation and gold
and gems have been hit the hardest, along with
informal sectors that rely mostly on cash. Prices
are forecast to rise since the cash crunch is
pinching supplies of all sorts of goods. The
country’s banks, however, are seeing banner
business. The central bank said old notes worth
13 trillion rupees ($191 billion) had been
deposited as of Dec. 10, with many more
expected by Friday’s deadline. That should
improve bank liquidity and in turn encourage
more lending to boost economic growth.

Mixed messages, chaotic rules
The Finance Ministry and central bank

have issued at least 60 different directives,
some of them contradictory, about such
issues as how much money can be withdrawn
from bank accounts and which documents
are needed for depositing old cash. The
mixed messages have compounded the over-
all chaos and shaken investors’ confidence.

“There appears to be less trust in many
institutions, including the Reserve Bank and
other banks. That is one important behavioral
change that has been ushered in,” said Mihir
Sharma, senior fellow at the Observer
Research Foundation, a New Delhi-based
think tank. Financial experts are baffled about
how to evaluate the move. “One of the major
problems with the demonetization move is
that success is so difficult to measure,”
Zalewski said. “In and of itself, it can’t end
black money, stop terrorism funding and the
counterfeiting of notes.”

New bills, old habits
The idea that swapping old currency notes

for new ones would wipe out tax evasion has
already been proven naive. Over the last sev-
en weeks, Indian income tax authorities
uncovered more than 32 billion rupees ($477
million) in undeclared wealth held in new
notes, foreign currency, gold and other com-
modities. The Finance Ministry found enor-
mous stashes of new currency bills secreted
away by corrupt bank managers. Axis Bank’s
CEO Shikha Sharma said she was “embar-
rassed and upset” after it was found man-
agers at the bank had used the stolen funds
to fake accounts and launder customers’
untaxed savings for a premium.

A global trend?
A month after Modi scrapped the high-

denomination notes, Venezuela’s president
announced that the 100-bolivar notes that
account for more than three-quarters of the
country’s cash would be taken out of circula-
tion. Skyrocketing inflation had taken the val-
ue of the Venezuelan notes to 2 US cents from
10 cents in the past year.

But while India’s cash overhaul has been
relatively peaceful, Venezuela’s was not.
When no new bolivar notes appeared to
replace the old ones, riots and looting erupt-
ed in towns across Venezuela, whose econo-
my was already in shambles. Hundreds of gro-
cery stores were damaged or destroyed.
Ultimately, the government extended use of
the old 100-bolivar notes until Jan 2.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
declared the abrupt cash overhaul an eco-
nomic triumph, claiming people were racing
to deposit the old notes into banks. He did
not say how much was deposited. In Pakistan,
opposition lawmakers passed a resolution last
week calling for the withdrawal of the coun-
try’s highest-denomination note from circula-
tion. The government rejected that move,
saying there was no need to discontinue the
country’s 5,000-rupee note, worth about $48.
“The very notion of cancellation of such con-
venience in transactions is preposterous and
unequivocally denied,” the Finance Ministry
said in a statement. — AP 

Benefits of cash overhaul 
elusive as deadline passes

NEW DELHI: Indians stand in a queue outside a bank. — AP photos  KASHMIR: Indians stand in a queue to deposit discontinued notes in a bank in Samba dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir.

Indians still stuck waiting in bank lines 

GAUHATI: An Indian bank official counts
discontinued five hundred rupees notes.
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MANILA: After six months at the helm in the Philippines,
Rodrigo Duterte has been touting just two achievements of
his presidency - a vicious war on drugs and a surprise alliance
with his country’s bitter rival, China. Yet behind the curse-
laden bluster and populist demagoguery that has defined
Duterte’s rule, he presides over one of the world’s fastest
growing economies, and has put cabinet colleagues to work
on drafting reforms and legislation to tackle the economy’s
most stubborn structural problems.

Advisers say Duterte’s economic successes come from
using a strategy he honed as the long-time mayor of Davao
City at a national level. He concentrates on busting crime and
deliberately delegates the handling of the economy to oth-
ers. By his own admission, Duterte says he is no expert on the
economy and leaves it to “the bright guys” in his cabinet.
Economic Planning Secretary Ernesto Pernia sees the presi-
dent only twice monthly and rarely hears feedback. He said
Duterte was focused almost entirely on crime and drugs.

“That has been his obsession,” he told Reuters. “He essen-
tially leaves other issues and concerns to the cabinet.” The
strategy seems to have worked so far although economists
are beginning to question how long it can last. “That’s what
we’re hoping for, that his core economic team can prevail,”
said Bank of the Philippine Islands (BPI) economist Emilio S.
Neri. “The fundamentals are there but we are leaning towards
deficit spending and stimulus-driven growth and some
unsustainable populist policies are worrisome.”

At the national level, Duterte’s signature campaigns have
included his tilt toward China while turning his back on long-
term ally the United States in addition to the war on drugs.
He rarely mentions it, but the economy has boomed under
his watch, although some of the gains have been ascribed to
the previous administration’s policies and Duterte’s decision
to retain them. Growth reached an annual 7.1 percent in the
third quarter of the year, Asia’s second highest and the coun-
try’s strongest quarter in three years. The government
expects full-year growth around 7 percent.

The economy is expected to grow 6.5-7.5 percent in 2017,
but there are worries that Duterte’s erratic behavior could
impact policy, with political risk over his drugs crackdown
and foul-mouthed outbursts at some big donors and
investors. Markets have signaled their concern. In the six
months since Duterte took over, the main stock index has lost
nearly 20 percent in dollar terms and is among the worst per-
formers in Asia. Over the same period, the peso currency is
down around 5 percent to the dollar, but other currencies in
the region are also depressed.

Decisive leadership
But Duterte has plenty of supporters, who say his decisive

leadership and intolerance of bad governance will be a long-
term boon for the economy. In Davao City, he helped lure
investors, dramatically cut red tape and fired inept officials. In
2014, Davao saw growth of a 9.3 percent, compared to 6.1
percent nationwide.

Analaysts at Nomura have said his populist, development-
centred approach suggests he is “strongly motivated” to
address the Philippines’ biggest weakness - infrastructure.

Expenditure on infrastructure, including on flood manage-
ment schemes, ports, a rapid-transit bus system and a rail
line, makes up a quarter of next year’s record $67 billion
budget. Consumer spending is strong, helped by $22 billion
of remittances in the first 10 months from Filipinos overseas,
a 4 percent rise. Unemployment was a record low 4.7 percent
in the third quarter, from 5.7 percent a year earlier.

“He should deserve credit,” Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez told Reuters. “Unfortunately, people are always
looking at the controversial statements. But if you judge it, he
has done an excellent job ...the important thing is the trust
and confidence of businesses in him is very high.”

Duterte’s volatility and seemingly unilateral foreign policy
has caused jitters and confusion, especially when he turned
hostile towards the United States and then started cosying up
to China, with which the Philippines has a history of mistrust
over the South China Sea. Duterte announced his “separation”
from the United States in Beijing in October, shocking even
his own ministers, who scrambled to assure investors - with-
out his consent - that his policy was to diversify, not sever ties.
It’s a gambit that could pay off, with an intractable dispute
with Beijing now on the back burner and China pledging to
provide the Philippines with billions of dollars in infrastructure
loans and ramp up farm and fisheries imports.—Reuters 

TOKYO: Mascot of Japan’s Kumamoto Prefecture Kumamon (2nd R) rings a bell with a wooden hammer beside women’s
wrestling four time Olympic champion Kaori Icho (R) during the closing ceremony to celebrate the last trading day of
2016 at the Tokyo Stock Exchange. — AFP 

TOKYO: Tokyo’s benchmark stock
index ended a volatile 2016 on a
down note yesterday, but still hit the
highest year-end close in two decades
on optimism over the incoming US
government. President-elect Donald
Trump’s surprise election victory last
month has sparked a rally in global
equity markets and pushed the dollar
higher on expectations of big govern-
ment spending and a rise in interest
rates. “Trump was a game changer,”
said Hisao Matsuura, chief strategist
at Nomura Securities. Matsuura said
that early this year investors had
grown weary of accommodative cen-
tral bank monetary policies while
recognising that their effectiveness
was waning. “So the fiscal stimulus
from the US, even if it’s not happen-
ing now, is positive news,” he said.
“The market is changing from mone-
tary to fiscal policies.”

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225
index rose 0.42 percent in 2016 to
close at 19,114.37, marking the fifth
consecutive annual increase and
highest year-end finish since 1996
when it  ended at 19,361.35.
Yesterday, however, it lost 0.16 per-
cent, or 30.77 points, taking its down-
ward lead from the US overnight.  The
broader Topix index of all first-section
shares was unable to keep pace this

year, losing 1.85 percent to 1,518.61,
snapping four years of gains.

It managed to edge up 0.01 per-
cent, or 0.22 points yesterday. The
Nikkei fell below the psychologically
important 15,000 mark in late June
after Britain’s vote to exit the EU pum-
meled world markets, while a strong
yen hit Japanese exporters. But the
index regained vigor since Trump was
elected as dealers bet his plans for big
spending and tax cuts will fan infla-
tion and force the Federal Reserve to
more aggressively hike interest rates-
sending the dollar soaring against the
yen. A weaker yen is generally good
for profits for Japanese companies
doing business abroad, stoking
demand for their shares.

‘Optimistic scenario’ 
Analysts were generally upbeat on

the prospects for Japanese equities in
2016. “We expect the Nikkei to go
beyond 21,000 points in 2017,” said
Kazuhiro Takahashi, equity senior
strategist at Daiwa Securities. “It
could even appreciate to 23,000
points”, he added. “That’s the opti-
mistic scenario.”

Shares in troubled Toshiba jumped
Friday following a three-day bloodlet-
ting in which investors dumped the
stock over expectations of a massive

one-time loss. Toshiba rose 9.43 per-
cent to 283.1 yen after losing some 40
percent from Tuesday through to
Thursday. The company this week
warned of a possible loss of several
billion dollars in its US nuclear busi-
ness but said the exact figure had yet
to be determined, which fuelled
investor anxiety.  “Some players
bought on dips today but it’s still
uncertain if Toshiba shares will con-
tinue to recover next year,”  said
Hikaru Sato, senior technical analyst
at the investment strategy section at
Daiwa Securities.

Auto parts maker Takata surged
21.21 percent to 857 yen, adding to a
16.47 percent jump the day before
after news it is close to settling a US
criminal probe into an exploding
airbag scandal. Market heavyweight
Fast Retailing was down 1.94 percent
at 41,830 yen, Sony fell 0.72 percent at
3,275 yen, while Nissan declined 0.42
percent at 1,175.5 yen. 

In currencies, the dollar bought
116.80 yen in Tokyo, up modestly from
116.63 yen in New York. On Wall
Street, the Dow Jones Industrial
Average shed 0.1 percent to 19,819.78.
The broad-based S&P 500 slipped mar-
ginally to 2,249.26, while the tech-rich
Nasdaq Composite Index dropped 0.1
percent to 5,432.09. —AFP 

Tokyo’s Nikkei ends 2016 with

highest close in two decades

Duterte delegates into

economic sweet spot 
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An Emirati man stands next
to a camel during the
Mazayin Dhafra Camel
Festival in the desert near
the city of Madinat Zayed,
150 kms west of Abu Dhabi.
The festival, which attracts
participants from around
the Gulf region, includes a
camel beauty contest, a dis-
play of UAE handcrafts and
other activities aimed at
promoting the country’s
folklore. — AFP
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The scene was hardly conducive to
romance: She was a sick Iraqi in a wave
of refugees trying to enter Serbia, while

he belonged to the stern Macedonian police
force keeping guard. But Noora Arkavazi, a
Kurdish Muslim, and Orthodox Christian Bobi
Dodevski quickly fell in love after they met at
the muddy border in early March-and cele-
brated their wedding four months later.  Bobi
recalls the rainy day he first saw Noora in no
man’s land between the two Balkan countries,
when he was working only by chance after
swapping shifts with a colleague.

“It was destiny,” the affable 35-year-old
tells AFP over tea in his small apartment in
the northern Macedonian town of Kumanovo,
where he now lives happily with his young
wife. Noora, 20, hails from Diyala, an eastern
province plagued with violence in the Iraqi
conflict. She says at one point Islamic State
jihadists kidnapped her father, an engineer,
and demanded thousands of dollars for his
return.  Early in 2016, Noora and her brother,
sister and parents abandoned their home and
began a long journey west, crossing the bor-
der into Turkey, taking a boat to the Greek
island of Lesbos and eventually entering
Macedonia.

Their path was one well-trodden by hun-
dreds of thousands of people escaping war or
poverty in the Middle East, Africa and Asia-
and like many of their fellow travellers, the
Arkavazis had set their sights on Germany.
While her family continued on their odyssey,
Noora stayed put in Macedonia after Cupid’s
arrow struck. “I had a simple dream to live
with my family in Germany,” she says. “I didn’t
imagine a big surprise for me here.”

‘Just don’t worry’ 
When she first met Bobi, Noora had a high

fever and was desperate to know if her family
could cross the border into Serbia. Balkan
countries had just begun closing their doors
to migrants, so the fate of those transiting
through Macedonia was unclear. The other
police officers all directed her to Bobi because
he spoke good English, and he made sure she
and her frail mother were taken care of with

medical aid and blankets. “He said ‘just don’t
worry, everything will be very good in your
life’,” Noora remembers, now laughing over
the fact that he couldn’t stop looking at her.
Twice-divorced Bobi says he knew he had
found someone special. “When I saw Noora
for the first time, I saw something good in her
eyes.” In the coming days, while the migrants
waited in limbo in the Tabanovce transit
camp, Bobi and Noora spent more time
together-he would take her and her mother
to local markets to buy food and clothes.

Noora, who speaks six languages and
began helping the local Red Cross, liked the
way the tall policeman would play with the
migrants’ children, unlike some of his more
serious colleagues. The Macedonian force has
faced criticism for its treatment of migrants,
particularly for firing tear gas at some of those
trying to cross the border from Greece.

The proposal 
One evening in April, Bobi invited Noora to

a restaurant, where she recalls him being

extremely nervous, drinking lots of water and
shaking. Then he suddenly proposed. “I told
him no, you’re joking... but maybe ten times
he repeated this, ‘will you marry me?’.” Noora
eventually said yes, but she worried about her
parents’ reaction to her marrying a non-
Muslim. She told them: “I chose a good man
for my life and I will marry him. I don’t want to
marry another guy”. But they were “so nerv-
ous and angry,” she says. Noora is reluctant to
talk about her family now, except to say she is
relieved that they are living safely in
Germany.

‘Beautiful wedding’ 
Noora and Bobi celebrated their wedding

in Kumanovo on July 13, her birthday, in front
of 120 guests of “every religion”, including her
Red Cross colleagues. The town is one of
Macedonia’s most ethnically mixed, with
Muslim Albanians, Serbs, Roma, Turks and
other groups as well as the ethnic
Macedonian majority. “It was a very beautiful
and fun wedding,” says Noora, describing the

live music and dancing that continued into
the early hours. The couple now live with
Bobi’s three children from previous marriages,
and Noora is expecting their first baby. As a
sign of their commitment, the lovers have
each other’s names emblazoned on their fore-
arms in matching swirly tattoos.

‘Believe in destiny’ 
Noora says she misses Iraq “very much”,

but the welcoming nature of her new neigh-
bors reminds her of the Iraqi sense of hospi-
tality. “I feel like it’s my country, the life here is
so easy. Nobody here watches me like I’m a

refugee.” Migrant numbers at the nearby
Tabanovce camp have dropped off sharply
since the so-called Balkan route was effective-
ly shut down, although some still cross the
region with the help of smugglers. Dejan
Kladarin, senior protection officer at the
United Nations refugee agency in Skopje, says
around 200 people are now in Macedonian
transit camps.

Noora’s experience “is a nice story and we
would like to have more like this... but most of
the people are eager to continue” to where
there are better economic prospects, Kladarin
says. Bobi hopes their romantic tale will
encourage other young people to overcome
barriers to be with the one they love. “Noora
and I want to tell people to believe in yourself
and believe in love and in destiny.” — AP

A 2016 love story: 

The Macedonian cop 
and the Iraqi refugee

Noora Arkavazi (left) poses with her husband Bobi Dodevski (right) and her step-daughter
in their home in Kumanovo. — AFP photos

Noora Arkavazi and her step-daughter decorate a Christmas tree in their home in
Kumanovo.

Noora Arkavazi and her husband Bobi Dodevski walk outside their building in
Kumanovo.

Noora Arkavazi and her husband Bobi
Dodevski pose in their home.
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It’s courtin’ time and that still means going
down on one knee for many proposers of
marriage. Only now, more are choosing a

special destination to do the asking.
Traditionally, the highest concentration of mar-
riage proposals starts in November and stretch-
es to Valentine’s Day, with December as the
busiest month. And in line with the popularity of
destination weddings has come a growing
desire for destination proposals, said Kellie
Gould, editor-in-chief for the wedding site
TheKnot.com.

Whether it’s on top of a mountain or in the
forest, the love is in the thoughtful details, from
planning to execution and the extra stress in
between due to so many moving parts. The idea
is to make the proposal not only memorable but
social media ready, often with photographers in
tow along with loved ones. “I’ve been married
17 years and I look at proposals today and I’m
wowed by how much effort the proposers are
putting into it,” Gould said in a recent interview.

Rachael Sneddon, 26, and her husband,
Russell, 32, in Portland, Oregon, were on vaca-
tion in Bali last May with members of both their
families when he popped the question at a
remote guest house as Balinese dancers and
musicians entertained. The music suddenly
stopped and one of the guitarists began playing
one of Rachael’s favorite songs, John Denver’s
“Take Me Home, Country Roads.”

Feet on the carpet
“Then Russell asked me to dance, which is

very unusual,” she laughed. “He is not really a
good dancer. I was like, ‘I don’t know what

you’re doing.’ Then he got down on one knee.”
He presented the ring in a box he made from
scraps of the Portland International Airport’s
famous teal patterned carpet. “It was the thing
in Portland where everybody took pictures of
their feet on the carpet,” Rachael explained.
“Right before we left for Bali they were ripping it
out and everyone in Portland was really sad.”

In terms of destination weddings, Gould said,
couples have indicated in surveys done by The
Knot that the idea is to return over the years to
reconnect, including with their kids in tow. The
same, she said, is likely for destination proposal
locales. Christopher Rannefors and Rachel
Linkous, both 25, live in Lexington, Kentucky.
They plan to wed next September after getting
hitched in June during a surprise weekend
Rannefors planned in Asheville, North Carolina.

They were on a forest foraging trip with a
group in search of wild mushrooms, flowers and
herbs when Rannefors veered off with Linkous
to a scenic mountain vista, where he did the
deed. “He said I spotted a bunch of mushrooms
over here and when I turned around, with this
amazing view, he was on one knee with this
beautiful handmade wooden box,” Linkous said.
Rannefors added: “It was California redwood,
from where we first met. We had done a ton of
hiking near Marin and I got a chunk of wood
and turned a little box out of it for the ring.”

After, they brought the baskets of mush-
rooms and other things they had foraged to a
restaurant chef, who cooked up a special meal.
While they waited for dinner, they took a ceram-
ics class in the afternoon, ticking off an activity
that had long been on Linkous’ bucket list. “I just

wanted to make it memorable,” Rannefors said.
“I wanted it to be unique to us. The most stress-
ful part was keeping it a secret. Rachel is very
talented at reading me.”

Make it memorable
Bringing the wow for destination proposals

means keeping track of the ring, above all,
Gould said. While the asker is moving around, so
is that precious cargo. Make sure to get the ring
insured before setting out, she counseled.
Sneddon said her husband packed the ring in a
suitcase full of his shoes and the suitcase went
missing for about three hours. Gould advises
carrying it on instead. If the askee knows about
the trip, prep, prep and prep, Gould said. This is
not the time to win the details.

Don’t spring the asking right away. The askee
likely figures something is up, but keep the sus-
pense going for a day or two to make it memo-
rable. Don’t wait too long, though to avoid
annoying rather than wooing. Key is taking the
askee’s interests and personality into account.
You may love skiing while she loves the beach.
Go for the latter. Does she enjoy romantic cities
or rustic getaways, luxe hotels or cozy bed and
breakfasts? This trip should be more about the
askee, not the asker, if the two aren’t on the
same page travel-wise.

If others are involved, try to keep the group
of co-conspirators small. And make sure to
secretly clear the askee’s schedule. Sometimes
it’s not possible to keep the destination a secret,
and that’s OK. Nicholas Bratton of Seattle pro-
posed to his wife, Jenna, in 2006 on the summit
of Mount Rainier, the highest mountain in the
Cascades at 14,411 feet. “We trained together,”
he said. “She knew we were going to climb the
mountain but she didn’t know what would hap-
pen on top. We had the place to ourselves. It
was a gorgeous day. Most importantly, we made
it back down safely and are happily married to
this day!” — AP

Like weddings, popping the question means a destination 

In this photo provided by No Taste Like
Home, Rachel Linkous, with Christopher
Rannefors, both 25, of Lexington, Ky,
shows off the engagement ring after he
proposed in June while the two foraged
for wild mushrooms, flowers and herbs
near Asheville, NC. — AP

Nisrin Akoubeh checks the oil and water
before getting into her taxi and pulling
into Amman’s heavy traffic for another

day of shuttling fellow women across the
Jordanian capital. The red-haired mother of three
works a grueling 10-hour shift in her taxi a rare
occupation for a woman in this conservative
Muslim society. “I want to break the culture of
shame and prove to Arabs and the Arab world
that women are strong and are able to work in
any area that could be monopolized by men,”
she said.  “Women have been able to drive nor-
mal cars for a long time, so why shouldn’t they
drive taxis?”

Akoubeh is one of a group of women who
want to turn taxi driving into an acceptable pro-
fession for women, challenging Jordan’s social
norms. The 31-year-old widow and former nurse
drives one of a fleet of 10 “Pink Taxis” driven by
women ... for women passengers. Most of their
customers are nurses on late shifts, university stu-
dents or mothers whose children they shuttle to
and from nursery or school. Wearing a pink shirt
and blue tie as she navigates Amman’s congested
roads, Akoubeh often also picks up visiting Saudi
women whose husbands don’t allow them to ride
unaccompanied with male taxi drivers.

“I thank God that I have lots of customers,”
she said.  Ghena Al-Asmar, a 19-year-old student
who often uses the service, said she feels safer
riding the women-only cars. “When I finish my
studies at university in the evening or when I
leave the house at night, I prefer to take these
taxis because it’s a woman taking a woman
somewhere,” she said. 

“I don’t think there’s any shame in a woman
working as a taxi driver-it’s a profession like any

other profession, and it shouldn’t be limited to
men,” she said. Around half a million women in
Jordan have driving licenses, about 20 percent of
the country’s total drivers, according to the
national traffic department.

Seen in a bad light 
Akoubeh said some people give her encour-

agement but “there is always someone to remind
me that ‘this is men’s work and you should be in
the home.’” Jordan is relatively liberal in terms of
women’s rights compared to other countries in
the region, such as Saudi Arabia which does not
allow women behind the wheel at all.  But more
conservative attitudes are still common.

Mohammad Al-Ahmad, a 50-year-old civil ser-
vant, said driving a taxi is not appropriate work
for women. “We live in a conservative Eastern
society governed by tribal customs and tradi-
tions,” he said.

“There are lots of jobs and professions women
can do that fit their abilities and preserve their
place in society, without them being seen in a
bad light.” But Eid Abu Al-Haj, head of an invest-
ment group behind a company that runs the Pink
Taxi service, says encouraging women to drive is
a service to society. “Women are more careful and
cause fewer accidents,” he said. “By providing
these cars exclusively for women, we are hoping
to give women more comfort and privacy.” The

service was launched on March 21, when most of
the Arab world marks Mother’s Day. “We started
with five cars just for women, with women driv-
ers, and now we have 10 drivers, between 30 and
45 years old, and we’re hoping to expand soon,”
said Abu Al-Haj. The concept has already been
tried and tested in Cairo, another conservative
city where women taxi drivers were previously
unheard of. Akoubeh said she has a good salary,
health insurance, social security and holidays, and
she can choose what hours to work. Other taxi

drivers in Amman say they take home at most 25
dinars ($35, 33 euros) a day after paying a share of
their takings to the companies that own the cars.

Driving in Amman is not easy work. Home to
four million people and 1.4 million vehicles
including over 11,000 taxis, the city is prone to
choking congestion.  “It takes a lot of concentra-
tion and care, especially during rush hours,”
Akoubeh said.  But she enjoys the work. “I get to
know new people every day,” she said. “I enjoy
my conversations with them and hearing their
stories and experiences.” — AFP

Women at wheel of ‘pink taxis’
challenge Jordan norms

Jordanian female taxi driver Nisrin Akoubeh poses for a photograph.
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Abrooch in the shape of a dung beetle,
made out of a gray metal teaspoon. A
bracelet resembling a koi fish, with

scales of glistening red, white and blue
thumb tacks. An enormous yellow, black and
white statement necklace made entirely out
of tiny Lego pieces. These and other 20th and
21st century works in the exhibit “Beyond
Bling: Jewelry from the Lois Boardman
Collection,” at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, are not only created from
unusual materials, using creative techniques;
they’re each whimsically unique.

The exhibit features 50 pieces by jewelry
designers from the United States, Europe,
Australia and New Zealand from the 300-
piece collection recently donated to the
museum by Boardman, a Southern California
collector. “The unifying element of all the
pieces is that they all seem to express an idea,
and not just adorn a body,” said Bobbye
Tigerman, the exhibit’s co-curator. “These
jewelers are making things that are reflecting
political ideas and personal experiences, and
not just reflecting wealth and status.” The
exhibit runs until Feb 5.

The rings, bracelets,  necklaces and
brooches on display combine precious mate-
rials such as gold and silver with non-precious
materials such as feathers, leather, glass and
plastic. A 1969 red-white-and-blue Plexiglas
breastplate by the late East Coast jeweler
Carolyn Kriegman has saucy, bright-red stars
covering the chest. Swiss jeweler David

Bielander’s 2007 “Dung Beetle” brooch -
which Bielander created by bending and slic-
ing a spoon - and his 2013 thumb tack-deco-
rated “Koi” bracelet imaginatively use every-
day materials.

Dutch artist and jeweler Paul Derrez’s 1985
“Pebble Collar” is made out of potato-size
ovals of cork, lightly spray-painted pink and
strung with a red cotton cord. For his striking
2010 “Smoky Quartz on Countersink Nail”
ring, Swiss jewelry designer Bernhard
Schobinger shoved a nail he forged out of
white gold through a large quartz stone
faceted like a diamond, but intentionally
chipped and imperfect, said Tigerman.

“The idea of avant-garde jewelry is not
new. As far back as the 19th century, people
were experimenting with unconventional
materials,” she said. “In the 1960s, (artists in)

the US, Germany and other countries took it
to a new level. The exhibit documents that
shift, beginning in the ‘60s and continuing to
today.” San Francisco jewelry artist Emiko
Oye, 42, patterned her bold 2008
“Maharajah’s 6th” Lego necklace after French
jeweler Louis Boucheron’s diamond-and-
emerald necklace for an Indian Maharajah in
1928. She first started making Lego-based
jewelry in 2007 after visiting a new Lego store
and getting hooked on the Danish toy build-
ing bricks.

Black and yellow Legos
Boucheron’s use of white platinum, and his

departure from flat, two-dimensional jewelry
design, inspired her, Oye said. She used hun-
dreds of Lego pieces from donated sets as
well as used, rare, vintage pieces from collec-
tors. She started by taking Boucheron’s origi-
nal sketch of his necklace, enlarging it and
putting it on her wall. Then she traced over
the drawing, and used it l ike a map. “I
dumped all the white, black and yellow Legos
on the floor and started to play, to see what
shapes could mimic the design of the original
necklace,” she said. “One thing I love about
using Lego is how it reaches every part of the

social spectrum - male, female, old, young -
and across cultures. It’s a great way for people
to connect with the jewelry.” On a recent day
at the exhibit, museumgoers excitedly milled
around Oye’s necklace. Others gravitated to a
wall of beautifully strange, sculptural
brooches and items, including German jewel-
ry artist Gerd Rothmann’s “Die Goldene Nase”
nosepiece, cast in gold from Boardman’s own
nose.

“This exhibit elevates what we do as crafts
artists,” Oye said. “People have no idea you
can make jewelry from these materials, such
as thumb tacks and Legos, as art.” Sandra
Enterline, 56, a jeweler in San Francisco,
began making jewelry in high school before
going to art school to learn jewelry as a craft.
Her 1998 “Queen Bee” brooch is fabricated
out of 18-karat gold, on a bed of real flower
pollen, with a real queen yellow jacket fixed in
the center and covered by a dome of low-
magnifying glass.

She originally created the brooch for a
1998 traveling exhibit honoring then U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, who
loved brooches. “I  was thinking about
Madeleine, because she was the queen bee,”
Enterline said. “Contrasting the fragility of the
bee with the gold shows the brooch’s high-
low value. The bee is on the same type of pin
you would have in a butterfly collection.”

For those interested in making jewelry
using unusual materials, Oye and Enterline
recommended amassing a collection of inter-
esting items, and taking a basic jewelry-mak-
ing workshop. Most of all, have fun! “Go into
your kitchen junk drawer. Get a glue gun, get
some wire, get some pliers and start playing,”
said Oye. “I would collect board games, and
all the little colorful pieces that came with
them. That’s also a great place for people to
start.” — AP

‘Beyond Bling’: Exhibit of 
jewelry made from unusual stuff

This photo taken at the
Los Angeles County
Museum of Art in Los
Angeles shows San
Francisco jewelry artist
Emiko Oye’s 2008
“Maharajah’s 6th”
necklace, made 
entirely of Lego pieces,
in the “Beyond Bling:
Jewelry from the Lois
Boardman Collection”
exhibit. — AP photos

This photo shows Swiss jewelry artist
Bernhard Schobinger’s 2010 “Smoky
Quartz on Countersink Nail” ring, made
with a nail he forged out of white gold
and put in a large quartz stone.

This photo shows  Dutch artist and jew-
eler Paul Derrez’s 1985 “Pebble Collar,”
made out of cork and cotton cord.

This photo shows  Swiss jeweler David
Bielander’s 2007 “Dung Beetle” brooch,
made out of a metal teaspoon.

This photo shows Swiss jeweler David
Bielander’s 2013 “Koi” bracelet, made
with multi-colored thumb tacks and
resembling a fish.
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When Fortunato Foti dreams up his
designs for Sydney’s dazzling New
Year’s Eve fireworks display, he’s draw-

ing on more than 200 years of pyrotechnics
expertise. The Foti family moved from Italy to
Australia in the 1950s, but have been in the
same business since 1793. This year, they are
marking two decades as the brains behind
Sydney’s world-renowned visual extravaganza,
which kicks off global celebrations. The family’s
secret recipe, says fireworks director 51-year-
old Foti, is passion-lots of it.

“It’s in the bloodline, we start from a young
age,” adds Giovanni Foti, 29, who together with
his father Vince, are two of the eight Fotis work-
ing for the family company. “We are so used to
fireworks. We start to love them-then we start
to try and make other people love them,” he

tells AFP, laughing. Sydney’s New Year’s Eve cel-
ebrations-which take 15 months of planning
and cost an estimated Aus$7 million (US$5 mil-
lion) — are billed as Australia’s largest public
event and it’s hard not to see why.  More than
one million spectators pack Sydney Harbor to
watch the spectacle and a further one billion
people watch on television. Yet much of the
expertise behind the 12-minute-long star
attraction-the fireworks-wasn’t learnt through
formal education, notes Fortunato Foti. “It’s
been passed down from generation to genera-
tion and that’s how I learnt it, that’s how my
brother learnt it, because there’s no courses
that do fireworks, there’s no university,” he says.

“It’s stories, recipes-it’s a bit like being a
cook.” The Fotis are involved in the entire
process from designing the fireworks with a fac-

tory in mainland China to sending the
pyrotechnics soaring through the night sky on
December 31.

“Flowers in the sky” 
Twenty years ago when the Fotis first

worked on the Sydney display, each button to
trigger a sequence had to be pressed manually.
Now the entire show is operated via 16 com-
puters, with the sequences involving 20,000
fireworks shooting from the Sydney Harbor
Bridge and floating barges timed “to a hun-
dredth of a second”, 52-year-old Tino Foti says.
“You can let your imagination do a lot more
because you’ve got the flexibility ... and the
computerization.” This year, the Fotis have
drawn inspiration from two late musical leg-
ends David Bowie and Prince, promising “nev-

er-seen-before” fireworks effects including pur-
ple rain. Helping to set them off from one of
seven barges on Sydney Harbour is Fortunato
Foti’s daughter Elena, who jumped at the
chance to join the family business when she
turned 18 in 2012. “I think not many girls can
say they get to work with explosives. It’s a bit of
a party-trick conversation starter, that’s for
sure,” she tells AFP.  “You obviously have to
have a passion to be in it, otherwise we
wouldn’t put ourselves through hours and
hours of labor and sweat... there’s definitely
high enjoyment working with fireworks.”

“That’s all we do, we entertain people year
in, year out,” adds her father, who describes
fireworks as “flowers in the sky”. “We’re happy
to do it, get a buzz out of it and hopefully we’ll
continue for another 50 years.” — AFP

This file photo taken on January 1, 2016 shows fireworks lighting up the sky over Sydney’s Opera House (left) and
Harbour Bridge during New Year celebrations in Sydney. — AFP photos

Fireworks director Fortunato Foti holding fireworks in
front of the Harbor Bridge in Sydney.

Fireworks director Fortunato Foti  gesturing beside his
children Elena (front center), Angelina (left) and
Salvatore in Sydney.

Family passion sparks
Sydney’s spectacular New Year fireworks

Fireworks by the
Sydney’s New
Year’s Eve 
fireworks director
Fortunato Foti on
a barge in front of
the Harbor Bridge
in Sydney.

Fireworks 
director
Fortunato Foti
(second right)
posing with his
children Elena
(second left),
Angelina (right)
and Salvatore in
front of the
Harbor Bridge in
Sydney.
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On an April morning in 2010, Venezuelan boxing legend
Edwin “El Inca” Valero, an undefeated two-time world
champion, murdered his wife. Two days later, he took his

own life in his prison cell at 28 years old. Now, his violent and
troubling story is making headlines and causing controversy all
over again, in a politically charged scandal over a banned film
about his life.

The movie, “El Inca,” was a box office sensation when it pre-
miered on November 25, rising to become the third-most lucra-
tive film of the year in Venezuela in less than three weeks. But its
run came to an abrupt halt on December 13, when a judge
ordered it removed from theaters and impounded all copies. The
court case was brought by Valero’s family, which accused director
Ignacio Castillo Cottin of slander.

But the director alleges politics had more to do with the rul-
ing. “El Inca,” who won 27 fights across his career-all but one by

knockout was a fervent sup-
porter of late president
Hugo Chavez, the leftist fire-
brand who led Venezuela
from 1999 until his death in
2013. The country is today
governed by Chavez’s hand-
picked successor, Nicolas
Maduro, whom opponents
accuse of ruling with an
increasingly authoritarian
grip amid a devastating eco-
nomic crisis that has sparked
riots, looting and calls for his
ouster. “In Venezuela, the
courts are not independent.
There is evidence of a politi-
cal element in the banning
of this film,” said Castillo
Cottin’s lawyer, Oswaldo

Cali. Castillo Cottin, the son of a famous opposition journalist,
Leopoldo Castillo, denounced the ruling as censorship. “This
affects all filmmakers,” he said. “A judge should not have the
authority to decide what movies we can watch.”

Raw power 
Valero, a southpaw, was known for his attacking style and

extremely powerful punches. He won both the WBA super feath-
erweight and the WBC lightweight titles during his career.
Ringside photos immortalize his raw aggression as he pummeled
his opponents into oblivion, the devastating punches from his
muscle-corded arms sending sprays of sweat flying off one head
after another. In one famous photo, taken at his last fight in
February 2010, blood runs down his tattooed chest from a cut
opened over his right eye by Mexico’s Antonio DeMarco-who
would go on to lose their lightweight title bout.

Beneath the streams of blood, Valero’s enormous tattoo
stands out. It is Chavez’s face, against the yellow, blue and red
backdrop of the Venezuelan flag. Chavez exalted Valero as a
sporting icon of his leftist “revolution,” even inviting him to
appear on his TV program, “Hello, president.” Castillo Cottin’s
movie seeks to capture the violence of Valero’s life. — AFP

This file photo shows Venezuelan WBA lightweight world
champion Edwin “El Inca” Valero (left) and Mexican chal-
lenger Hector Velasquez exchanging blows during a fight
for the WBA lightweight World Championship title in
Caracas December 20, 2009. — AFP photos

This file photo shows
Venezuelan WBA lightweight
world champion Edwin “El
Inca” Valero (left) celebrating
his win over Mexican 
challenger Hector Velasquez.

Lake Lucerne winds through the
Alps with a series of bends, S-curv-
ing around towering mountains

like slalom skiers carving into snow
thousands of feet above. But even
though skiing gets all the glory in win-

tertime Switzerland, a ferry ride on the
lake can also be a welcome diversion for
a traveler with a few hours to spare.

Just an hour’s train ride south of
Zurich, the compact city of Lucerne has
preserved its medieval treasures of cob-
blestone squares, time-worn shops and
frescoed houses. Lucerne turned up on
Travel + Leisure’s list of best 50 places in
the world to travel in 2017.

Pressed for time, you could walk from
the train station through the old town,
over the old wooden Chapel Bridge, and
back to the ferry dock in 15 minutes. On
my visit, I caught the Unterwalden, a 113-
year-old ferry that seemed like a cross
between a Mississippi River steamboat
and a bygone luxury ocean liner. The red
center paddle wheel was propelled by
matching red turbines visible in the open
engine room on the lower deck. On the
main deck, waiters tended to first-class
passengers in wood-paneled dining
rooms with white tablecloths.

Two-hour lunch cruises run daily
throughout the year (the last time the
lake froze was in 1963) and go for just
over $50 per person for three courses,

not including the ticket price of the fer-
ry, about $28. January’s menu, for exam-
ple, features a starter of three kinds of
bruschetta with lettuce, an entree of
chicken breast stuffed with dried plums,
and for dessert a white chocolate par-
fait. Dining is not required, though, and
in fact, many Swiss who live around the
lake use the ferries to commute. I was
headed to Weggis, a lakeside village
about 45 minutes away where you can
grab a bite or just stroll through the sto-
rybook town of half-timbered buildings
before heading back.

In winter, fog often descends on the
lake and its surroundings, draping the
valley in a spooky but romantic atmos-
phere. On clear days, you’ll see the
mountains rise from the crystal water
with a flash of lush green at their forest-
ed base. You might even catch sight of a
rainbow. Above the tree line, the moun-
tains turn nearly black, cutting a menac-
ing image that softens at the snowy
peaks. Regardless of whether you use
the ferry for dining or a destination, the
spectacular views of the surrounding
Alps are always included. — AP

Lunch cruise on Switzerland’s
Lake Lucerne-even in winter 

Photo provided by
Albert Stumm shows a
ferry on Lake Lucerne,
Switzerland, against a
mountain 
backdrop. —A photos

Photo shows  swans
and the Chapel Bridge
in Lucerne,
Switzerland.

Pistons in the engine room of the
Unterwalden ferry on Lake
Lucerne, Switzerland.
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The days after the holiday guests have
gone home and the decorations have
been put away can be clarifying.

Suddenly, rooms that have been crowded
with people and gifts have empty space and
breathing room. There’s something about the
quiet weeks after New Year’s that can be per-
fect for rethinking basics like the location of
living room furniture or whether bookshelves
should be reorganized.

You can harness the same energy and
mindset that people bring to moving into a
new home, but without the trouble of mov-
ing, says designer Betsy Burnham, founder
of Los Angeles’ Burnham Design. Here, she
and two other experts - New York-based
designer and crafter Meg Allan Cole, and
HGTV.com managing editor Camille Smith -
suggest redecorating projects than can be
tackled with little or no expense on a
January weekend.

Make a new floor plan
Burnham suggests measuring your furni-

ture and sketching out your space on a sheet
of paper, trying items in different locations.
It’s essentially the home-decor version of
emptying out your closet and reorganizing
your wardrobe. “Think about your rooms
empty first,” says Burnham. “Go on Pinterest,”
she says, “and enter search terms like ‘creative
living room layouts’ or ‘unusual floor plans,’
and just see what kinds of things come up.”
Don’t be afraid to move items into different
rooms or eliminate them completely.

“Maybe no one is playing the piano any-
more and it’s time to pass it on to your
friends,” Burnham says. This is “rethinking
space from a macro point of view, not just
moving a chair.” As you assess your rooms,
rethink storage as well. “Now that you’ve
cleared out the room, consider which items

you need to keep handy and in plain sight
and which can be tucked away,” says Smith.
“In the family room, a storage ottoman or cof-
fee table can be a sanity-saver. A hinged lid
makes it easy to tuck kids’ or pets’ toys away
in a snap.” And don’t forget art: Walk around
your home and make note of all framed or
hung items, then consider moving them to a
different wall or room.

Create inspiring art
This time last year, Cole created framed art

for her home office by painting words like
“Simplify” and “Good Vibes Only” on canvas.
The process was simple: She put down letter
stickers spelling out the words, and then
painted over them in a cheerful mix of colors.
When she peeled off the stickers, the letters
were visible as blank canvas within the color.
The words aren’t “a New Year’s resolution that
can be daunting. It’s like a mantra, and you
can keep returning to that every day,” says
Cole. This project and others like it can be
found on the Meg Allan Cole Crafts channel
on youtube.com. You can use any colors or
words, and if the final result isn’t Pinterest-
perfect, that’s just fine, says Cole: “Accepting
the mess-ups is part of it.”

Increase warmth and light
Cole suggests combatting the dark and

cold of winter months by adding thick throw
rugs and faux-fur blankets to your living
space. Smith agrees: “The holidays may be
behind us, but there are many months of win-
ter dreariness ahead.” She suggests filling
rooms with natural light by place a large mir-
ror opposite a bank of windows. Burnham
suggests upgrading your lamps by changing
the lampshades. “Designers generally buy
lamps and shades separately,” she says.
“Maybe you want to go more bohemian this

year, or modern and cleaner.”
Smith recommends estate sales for all

kinds of antique and vintage finds, including
lampshades. Hunt for one that’s your style,

and don’t worry if it needs a bit of fixing, she
says. She found a 1950s paper drum shade
that was damaged along the bottom, and “in
less than 30 minutes, and for just the cost of a
bit of upholstery trim and some glue, I gave
my old shade a trendy new lease on life.”

Get beautifully organized
January is a great time for eliminating clut-

ter and getting organized. Cole recently
added a corkboard to the back of her office

door, decorated with pastel-painted paper.
She created a space for “to do” lists and
recipes she’d like to prepare, and made sure it
added some fresh beauty to her workspace.
Burnham plans to reassess her bookshelves
and tabletops this winter with an eye toward
streamlining. “We’re so attached to the way
things look now,” she says. “I think there’s a
certain freedom in separating yourself from
that attachment” and realizing that everyone
you own doesn’t have to be displayed. — AP

This undated photo provided by Betsy
Burnham shows a room by California-
based designer Betsy Burnham, with
framed prints of playing cards by
William Wegman that are propped up to
form a whimsical backdrop for other
decorative items. — AP photos

A group of items put together 
on a table inside a home.

The nation’s oldest continuously
operating coffeehouse is again
hosting performances in its original

space after being temporarily displaced
by a $1 million renovation project.
Performances at Caffe Lena (LEE’-nuh) in

Saratoga Springs, New York, resumed
last night. The performance room has
been expanded from 80 to 100 seats and
a new state-of-the-art sound system has
been installed. 

Caffe Lena opened in May 1960, and has

hosted many of folk music’s biggest
names, including Bob Dylan, Arlo Guthrie
and Don McLean. The concerts had taken
place at other venues after renovation
began in June to the building that’s home
to the second-floor music venue. — AP

Last Christmas: 
Coldplay’s Chris Martin
sings George Michael

Coldplay frontman Chris Martin has paid
tribute to fellow British singer George
Michael during a visit to a London home-

less shelter. A video posted on Facebook by
the Crisis homeless shelter shows Martin
strumming “Last Christmas” on guitar and
singing with one of the shelter’s residents. 

The 1984 song was a hit for Michael’s for-
mer band Wham! and has become a holiday
classic. Michael died on Christmas Day at his
home west of London. He was 53. The home-
less have been on Martin’s mind this holiday
season. Last week, he performed in New York
at a benefit for a homeless shelter there. — AP

In this Sept 4, 2016, file photo, Chris
Martin of Coldplay performs at The
Budweiser Made In America Festival in
Philadelphia. — AP

Iconic coffeehouse resumes
hosting concerts after upgrades 

In this 1960 photo provided by the Joe Alper Photo Collection
LLC, patrons gather inside Caffe Lena, opened by Lena
Spencer in 1960, in Saratoga Springs, NY. — AP photos

In this 1962 photo provided by the Joe Alper Photo Collection LLC,
Bob Dylan, left, Suze Rotollo center and Lena Spencer gather at a
table at Spencer’s coffeehouse, Caffe Lena in Saratoga Springs, NY.
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This computer illustration provided by the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art
shows a rendering of how inventor Buckminster Fuller’s Fly’s Eye Dome will look
when installed on museum grounds in Bentonville, Ark. — AP photos

File photo shows a 24-foot version of inventor Buckminster Fuller’s Fly’s Eye Dome
on display in Miami’s Design District.

Amassive geodesic dome with 61 glass
eyes is coming to Arkansas’ Crystal
Bridges Museum of American Art. The

structure, called Fly’s Eye Dome, was designed
by the late Buckminster Fuller, who was
known for his futuristic inventions and who
hoped it would revolutionize housing.
Museum curators say Fuller was inspired to
design the dome after looking at a photo of a
fly’s eye. The dome will join a 1950s home
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright that became
part of the museum’s collection in 2015.
Demonstrating innovation in American archi-
tecture is part of the museum’s mission.

The 50-foot-wide Fly’s Eye Dome, made of
glass and fiberglass, will appear on the muse-
um’s north lawn like a massive golf ball caught
in the grass. “It is shocking and people are
going to go, ‘What is that?’” said Dylan Turk, a
curatorial assistant at Crystal Bridges who
worked on the Wright installation. “Hopefully

they’ll go out there and want to know what it
is.” He said the dome “marks an incredible
moment in American architecture history -
innovation and thinking outside the box.”

Wright’s and Fuller’s homes provide differ-
ent perspectives on how to be at one with
nature. Wright’s Bachman-Wilson home, with a
prominent glass wall, immerses visitors into
the landscape along Bentonville’s Crystal
Spring. Fuller’s home features 61 “oculi,” or
eyes, through which to see the world. More
than 11 dozen panels - most of them triangles -
fill the spaces between the eyes. “We have an
actual piece of paper where he had a picture of
a fly that he had found in a newspaper in the
‘60s,” Turk said. “He saw it and thought, ‘The
structure of this fly’s eye could become one of
my type of domes.’ He was literally looking at a
fly’s eye.” Three prototypes were built before
Fuller died in 1983. The 50-footer was previ-
ously displayed at the Los Angeles Bicentennial

celebration in 1981 and at the Festival
International d’Art in Toulouse, France, in 2013.
The other two were 24 and 12 feet wide. In an
announcement to patrons in its magazine “C,”
the museum said Fuller considered his design
a way to address global housing needs
through “a beautiful, fully equipped, air-deliv-
erable house that weighs and costs about as
much as a good automobile.”

“He wanted to use the lightest materials
possible because it costs the least to ship and
uses less energy to build,” said Turk.
“Fiberglass is strong and cheap.” Crystal
Bridges was founded by Wal-Mart heiress Alice
Walton. The museum was designed by anoth-
er prominent architect, Moshe Safdie. Crystal
Bridges has acquired Fuller’s papers, is study-
ing them and has loaned some material to the
Fay Jones School of Architecture at the nearby
University of Arkansas.

Fuller died before fully explaining how to

lay out, heat or cool the dome’s interior space.
“We hope to potentially evolve what Fuller
intended to do to see if there is a more effi-
cient way of designing it, or a new technology
now that we can embrace Fuller’s spirit and
make it more efficient,” Turk said.

While it’s far different from the Wright
home, the museum calls the Fuller dome a
step in its quest to define uniquely American
architecture. “Efficient, affordable, at one with
nature: all of these factors were key in the con-
cept and development of both architects’
ideals,” the museum says in its thrice-yearly
magazine. It quotes architectural historian
Robert Rubin, who recovered Fuller’s dome
from storage in 2001, as saying the
“Eurocentrism” of US architectural history
“needs to be corrected.” The dome will stand
along trees and a sculpture garden out of view
of the Wright home, near where the museum
is developing a new entrance. — AP

Museum getting a massive 
geodesic dome with 61 glass eyes 

Can serenity come from suffering? For
that matter, can serenity be found in
New York City, specifically, in this case,

the Bronx? Those are the questions I pon-
dered as I ran the back hills of Van Cortland
Park’s famed cross-country trails. I was in the

middle of a race put on by the Van Cortlandt
Park Track Club, a 5K run that began with a
sprint across the flats and a dash into the hills
of New York City’s third-largest park, which
sprawls for more than 1,000 acres across the
northeast corner of the Bronx.

Looking out to the edge of the park from
some spots, you can see tall apartment build-
ings. But in other places, you’re running on
trails that seem so green and wild, lined with
so many trees, that you might as well be in
the woods. The park has been a mecca for
cross-country runners for over 100 years. Its
courses opened in 1913. Famed athletes
who’ve competed here include Alberto
Salazar, Alan Webb, Edward Cheserek, Marty
Liquori and Matt Centrowitz, who won the
gold at the 2016 Summer Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro in the 1,500-meter race.

I first raced here in high school, a skinny
lad unaware of the suffering and false rabbit
tactics of rival teams. I  soon learned to
embrace the suck - just deal with it! - and with
time I also learned to fly. There’s a trick to
cross-country, you see. 

Of course you have to have the strength to
power up and defeat your opponent on the
ascent, but the race can be won on the down-
hill. If you can give in to gravity, to almost fall,
you’ll fly down. With arms out for balance,
you can speed away from even your toughest
opponent. — AP

A portion of the
cross country
running course is
shown at Van
Cortlandt Park in
the Bronx 
borough 
of New York. 
— AP photos

The tortoise and
hare sign on the
cross country
course is shown
at Van Cortlandt
Park in the Bronx
borough of 
New York.
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Imagine stepping into a bathtub, and
instead of bathroom tiles lining the wall
next to you, there’s a fresh vertical garden,

lush with bright green ferns, lavender, baby’s
tears, mint and other fragrant plants. San
Francisco-based design studio Siol created
just that a few years ago for one home.
Unusual ways to display indoor plants run the
gamut, from built-in shelves and containers in
and along walls, countertops or tables, to wall
pockets and terrariums.

“Decorating with plants is still one of the
easiest ways to make a home feel lived in and
relaxed,” said James Augustus Baggett, editor
of Country Gardens magazine. “There are so
many different ways that people can incorpo-
rate plants into a home’s design.” For that liv-
ing green bathroom wall, grow lights and a
self-circulating drip water system were built
into the 10-by-10-foot wall to promote indoor
growth, said Siol co-owner and principal
Jessica Weigley, 38. Lavender plants added a
spa-like dash of aromatic beauty.

“We were joking that you could pick the
lavender and put it into the bath with you,”
Weigley said. “Bringing nature indoors is
huge. It still requires care and attention, like
any other garden. It’s just on your wall.” Of

course, a full green wall is also incredibly pricy
- it can cost customers at least $10,000, at
about $100 to $200 per square foot, Weigley
said, because of its embedded lighting and
watering system.

A much cheaper indoor-garden alternative
is pockets made of various materials - includ-
ing ceramic, glass, plastic, wood, metal and
even macrame - that can hang directly on a
wall and be filled with plants, said Baggett.
They can run about $20 to $100 each. Easy-to-
care-for indoor plants include snake plants -
also known as sansevierias - with long, pointy
green leaves that reach upward; dark green,
cast iron plants; wall-crawling ivy; dangling
spider plants; succulents, and foxtail ferns.
Snake plants and cast iron plants, especially,
require little light and watering. Bonsai trees,
bay laurel trees and small fig trees can also be
displayed indoors in both planters and parti-
tioned floor areas padded with soil and rocks.

Those living in smaller homes can get cre-
ative: “Vertical gardening is the hottest trend
for not a lot of space,” said Baggett. “There’s
the floating shelf - a shelf that’s just sticking
out of the wall - and the half wall, a waist-high

wall, with plants on top of it. Recessed wall
niches are also popular.” Miniature gardens,
from terrariums - landscapes in glass contain-
ers - to fairy gardens, have caught on for both
space-conscious adults and fun-loving kids,
he said. What are fairy gardens? They’re small,
whimsical sceneries decorated with itsy-bitsy
figurines, houses, moss, milkweed pods, pine
cones and tiny plants.

Kokedama, a Japanese plant art that
means “moss ball” in English, involves form-
ing a moss-covered ball of soil around the
roots of a plant and wrapping it with twine.
Suspending these moss balls as hanging
plants is also a trend, Baggett added. Those
with a retro aesthetic can display succulents
and cacti in vintage tins and decorative pot-
tery. Molded fiberglass bullet planters, popu-
lar in the 1950s, have also been making a
comeback. The size of an ice bucket, the
planter is held aloft on a three-pronged stand.
“Plant stands are handy. You’re raising those
plants to eye level,” said Baggett. “That pulls
your eye around that room. It’s the same way
in an outdoor garden that people use color to
pull the eye around the garden.” — AP

This undated photo shows succulents in a kitchen window planter. This photo shows a living garden bathroom wall at a private residence in San
Francisco, Calif. — AP photos

Gibson wins Director 
Award for 

‘Hacksaw Ridge’
from Capri Festival

Mel Gibson has been awarded the
Director of the Year honor for World
War II drama “Hacksaw Ridge” at the

21st edition of the Capri Hollywood
International Film Festival. Bill Mechanic, one
of the film’s producers, accepted the award on
Gibson’s behalf. Mechanic has already been
honored with the festival’s Producer of the
Year award for the
movie. “Hacksaw Ridge”
tells the story of
Desmond Doss, played
by Andrew Garfield,
who was a conscien-
tious objector for reli-
gious reasons and saved
75 lives in the Battle of
Okinawa without firing a
single shot. Doss
became the first consci-
entious objector to be
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.

“Hacksaw Ridge” premiered at the Venice
Film Festival and has grossed $64 million
domestically and $78 million internationally
since opening in November-including $40
million from China. “It took me 15 years to
make this movie,” Mechanic said on receiving
the award at the Anacapri Cinema Paradiso
stage. “Mel will be very happy to receive this
award. I always thought he was perfect for
this film, but he only accepted the ask on my
third request! It was very important to make
this movie.” It’s Gibson’s first directing job
since 2006’s “Apocalypto.” His other directing
credits are “The Man Without a Face,”
“Braveheart” and “The Passion of the Christ.”
“Hacksaw Ridge” will be screened in Italian
cinemas beginning Feb. 7 through the Leone
Film Group and Eagles Pictures. — Reuters

This undated photo provided by Meredith show an assortment of terrariums, vases,
jars and succulent displays bringing an otherwise ordinary corner of a home to life,
creating an interior landscape in miniature.

Photo shows a bathroom wall garden
display at a private residence in San
Francisco, Calif. 
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By Danny Karam

DUBAI: In a world where technology never
sleeps, the telecommunications industry
finds itself at a turning point. The digital
wave is growing ever-stronger, and as it
does, operators are confronted with the
perennial question of how to stay relevant
while protecting their core services. As data
becomes commoditized and internet solu-
tions draw basic telecoms services into a
fight for survival, digitization is transforming
the industry. Now, operators must decide
how to act-and their response could deter-
mine if they sink or swim. A new era is dawn-
ing. At present, 2.7 billion people are online
with four billion new internet users set to
join them by 2025. Meanwhile, it is estimat-
ed that there will be 50 billion connected
devices globally by 2020-that’s six to seven
per person. With digitization now an essen-
tial component of daily life, the digital servic-
es market is expected to reach $1.1 trillion
globally by 2018-$20 billion in MENA. In the
face of compelling statistics, the call to
action is clear: with the demand and digital
platforms in place, telecom operators must
create the services to match. Fortunately, the
scope for doing so is broad. From Open Data
to The Internet of Things, several trends are

driving progress amongst operators that
choose to embrace the digital transforma-
tion-but there is  no ‘one size f its  al l ’
approach.

Logical strategy
For operators with adequate resources,

developing in-house digital units may be the
logical strategy, but in the absence of such
capabilities, partnering provides an effective
alternative. Here, operators should expand
the partnership ecosystem to include acade-
mia, innovation labs, accelerators, private
equity firms and other organizations with
the power to fill the creativity and resource
gaps. For more adventurous operators,
meanwhile, investing in technology compa-
nies provides access to the innovation need-
ed to stay ahead. But as operators look out-
side, creativity can be closer than they think.
Instilling an internal culture of innovation
that nurtures idea-sharing and collaboration
can be equally-if not more-rewarding. Of
course, creating such a culture requires the
right team. To build the best possible work-
force, operators must hire carefully, focusing
on intelligence, creativity and dynamism. 

In developing their human and data capa-
bilities, operators are also creating a digital
asset. Leveraging operators’ data for analyti-
cal purposes can optimize their existing and

planned infrastructure, while offering analyt-
ics services to other companies presents
opportunities to monetize their new digital
resource.

Existential challenges
Fully capital izing on data,  however,

involves a careful balancing act. Operators
must stay true to the company values, while
delineating their digital unit from their main
corporate entit ies.  Such autonomy is a
necessity: telecom operators rarely possess
the agility required to respond to rapidly
changing market demand, yet this is the very
quality that digital units need to thrive. 

Here, the responsibility rests with the
company as a whole. As digital units delin-
eate, operators should strive to create agile
business models that retain the requisite
core components, while providing scope for
revenue share and private equity.

Executing such fundamental transforma-
tions is no mean feat, but for industry con-
stantly at the forefront of change, existential
challenges are nothing new. In the 1990s it
was mobile that dominated the debate. Then
came broadband and questions of data, pen-
etration and connectivity.  Now, with digiti-
zation at the forefront of telecom transfor-
mations, multiple operators have risen to the

challenge.  Deutsche Telekom took the
plunge back in 2000 with the launch of its
digital unit, T-Systems. 

Orange then followed in 2006-its new
unit earning the French operator almost
$8.65 billion in digital revenues in 2013.
Since then, several other operators have
developed digital capabilities, including
Saudi Arabia’s STC in 2014.  Where STC and
other regional and global players have head-
ed, others must now follow. As the wave of
technological innovation continues to digi-
tize life, treading water is simply not an
option in a world in which digital reigns.

Smooth operator: Telecoms’ digital transformation

DUBAI: Photo shows Danny Karam, Vice
President at Booz Allen Hamilton, MENA.

RIDDLE: John Redfield watches with pride as his son moves a
laser-guided precision saw the size of a semi-truck wheel into
place over a massive panel of wood. Redfield’s fingers are
scarred from a lifetime of cutting wood and now, after
decades of decline in the logging business, he has new hope
that his son, too, can make a career shaping the timber felled
in southern Oregon’s forests. That’s because Redfield and his
son work at D.R. Johnson Lumber Co, one of two US timber
mills making a new wood product that’s the buzz of the con-
struction industry. It’s called cross-laminated timber, or CLT,
and it’s made like it sounds: rafts of 2-by-4 beams aligned in
perpendicular layers, then glued - or laminated - together like
a giant sandwich.

The resulting panels are lighter and less energy-intensive
than concrete and steel and much faster to assemble on-site
than regular timber, proponents say. Because the grain in
each layer is at a right angle to the one below and above it,
there’s a counter-tension built into the panels that supporters
say makes them strong enough to build even the tallest sky-
scrapers. “We believe that two to five years out, down the
road, we could be seeing this grow from just 20 percent of our
business to potentially 60 percent of our business,” said
Redfield, D.R. Johnson’s chief operating officer. “We’re seeing
some major growth factors.” From Maine to Arkansas to the
Pacific Northwest, the material is sparking interest among
architects, engineers and researchers. Many say it could infuse
struggling forest communities like Riddle with new economic
growth while reducing the carbon footprint of urban con-
struction with a renewable building material.

Local tree species
Visually blemished wood that currently goes to waste can

be used in the middle layers of a CLT panel without sacrificing
strength or look. Supporters say it could bring sawmills back
online while improving forest health through thinning dense
stands and making use of low-value wood and local tree
species. Trees as small as 5 inches in diameter at the top and
those damaged by pests and wildfire are prime candidates.

But challenges remain before CLT becomes as common in
the United States as it is in Europe and Canada, and not all
builders are sold. US building codes generally place height
limits on all-wood buildings for safety reasons, though a spe-
cial committee of the International Code Council is investigat-
ing potential changes to address the use of CLT in such struc-
tures. And research is still underway on critical questions of
how these buildings withstand fire and earthquakes in high-
seismic regions. Building codes in Oregon allow cutting-edge

designs using new technology like CLT in some cases, but only
after rigorous testing and an intensive approval process. That
can make such projects cost-prohibitive, said Peter Dusicka, an
engineering professor at Portland State University who’s been
researching the strength of CLT panels. “The early adopters
are looking at it and seeing it as a good opportunity,” but
before CLT can take off, there will have to be more examples
to get people excited and more mills producing it, said
Thomas DeLuca, professor and director of University of
Washington’s School of Environmental and Forest Sciences.

SmartLam in Montana is the other company producing CLT
panels. This spring, cross-laminated timber will get its ultimate
test in the United States when a Portland architectural firm
breaks ground on a 12-story wood building in the city’s trendy
Pearl District. It would be the tallest all-wood building in the
world constructed in a seismic zone and the tallest all-wood
building in North America. An all-wood building in Norway is
taller, but is not in a seismic zone. An 18-story wood building
in British Columbia is also taller, but rests on a traditional con-
crete core.

Resilient design
Lever Architecture is using $1.5 million it won in a tall wood

building competition sponsored by the US Department of
Agriculture and the softwood industry that’s intended to pro-
mote CLT as a domestic building material. A 10-story residen-
tial tower in New York City also got $1.5 million. The Portland
firm has been working with scientists at Portland State
University and Oregon State University to test the panels’
strength by subjecting them to hundreds of thousands of
pounds of pressure. They are also testing various methods for
joining the massive panels together.

“We’re looking at creating a resilient design, a design that
could withstand a major  earthquake - basically the earth-
quake that we all worry about - and be repaired,” said Thomas
Robinson, founder of Lever Architecture. The results of the
structural testing in Oregon will be made public for other US
designers, bringing the material one step closer to the main-
stream, Dusicka said. Back in Riddle, a tiny town tucked in the
mist-shrouded forests of Douglas County, Redfield is once
more excited about timber in a place where logging used to
be king. The 125-employee company has been inundated with
visitors from around country interested in touring their new
CLT business expansion. Watching as layers of beams whirred
through a glue machine, Redfield said: “We’re able to take
wood that may be turned into chips or pulp and turn it into a
product that’s pretty exciting.”—AP

RIDDLE: In this photo, a logging crew harvests new timber
on private land near the headquarters of DR Johnson
Lumber Co, in Riddle, Ore.—AP photos

RIDDLE: A machine applies glue to the next layer of a panel
of cross-laminated timber, or CLT, in the production facility.

RIDDLE: Photo shows a piece of cross-laminated timber,
or CLT .

New wood technology may offer

hope for struggling timber
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SINGAPORE: Smartphone cameras have seen
dramatic improvements, but technology alone
won’t produce shots that grab attention. That’s
where the human eye comes in. Here are eight
tips to keep in mind when composing that shot,
whether of family during the holidays or sights
during a vacation. You don’t need to own a fan-
cy camera or mess with manual controls.

What’s the subject?
Give people something to latch onto when

viewing your photo. As a rule of thumb, close-
ups are better. At a party, for instance, avoid
wide shots of random people mingling in a
room, as the room becomes the subject and
that’s boring. Instead, get close-ups of the guest
or two who’s laughing or singing. The photo is
now about people having fun at a party. People
mingling can still be part of the shot, but in the
background, to give people a sense the party’s
well attended. The same principle applies to
parades: It’s better to home in on one or two
drummers than on the entire marching band,
though the rest of the band can still be in the
background.

For landscapes, keep in mind that it’s tough
to give viewers the same sense of grandeur you
get from being there in person. But you can
nudge viewers by focusing on specific elements,
such as mountains or some trees. And of course,
if there’s wildlife well, that’s your subject.

Beyond eye level
Be willing to crouch down or even lie on the

ground to give viewers a fresh perspective.
When I encountered a lizard in Singapore, my
instinct was to snap while standing up. But the
lizard looked generic from that angle and dis-
tance. It wasn’t until I brought my camera near
the ground and get close up did the lizard look
ferocious. The good thing about smartphone
cameras is that you can change the perspective
easily by just lowering the phone.

Play around with depth
For those obligatory poses next to land-

marks, there’s no law saying you must actually
stand next to the landmark. If the landmark is
huge, you’ll look tiny by comparison. Why not
stand closer to the camera? Since photos are
two-dimensional, it’ll still look as though you’re
next to the landmark, but you’ll look appropri-
ately sized. You might need to try various
depths until you get it right.

Consider the background
While it’s important to have a clear subject in

your shot, the background can enhance it by
placing the scene in context. I took several shots
of people riding elephants in Ayutthaya,
Thailand. The ones that stood out had Buddhist
stupas in the background. The other shots could
have been taken anywhere, such as a local zoo.

Watch the lines
In general, aim for horizontal and vertical

lines in shots. For a skyline or a bench, that
means taking the shot straight on and avoiding
tilt. But diagonal lines can enhance photos at
times. For instance, they can lead the eyes out-
ward to give the viewer a greater sense of
depth. But make sure you’re trying to say some-
thing with the diagonal. If the skyline or the
bench is tilted, it will just look lazy, not artsy.

The rule of thirds
Divide your frame into thirds horizontally

and vertically, like a tic-tac-toe board. Some
cameras will even draw these lines for you on
the screen (but won’t include them in the final
shot). Ideally, keep your main subjects where
those lines intersect, as eyes tend to gravitate
there first. If you’re shooting a horizon or skyline,
have it match one of the imaginary horizontal
lines. For shots of people, have the eyes fall
along one of those lines.

Lighting matters
You’ll typically get the best lighting shortly

after sunrise or before sunset. During these
“golden hours,” sunlight is softer, and subjects
look better.

But it’s not practical to constrain your sight-
seeing to just a few hours a day. At least try to
avoid having the sun shine toward the camera,

as that leads to dark subjects. If you can’t avoid
it, some cameras have an “HDR” mode to help.
The camera basically stitches together separate
shots of the subject and the background adjust-
ed to different lighting conditions. Turning on
the flash‚ yes, in daytime‚ can also help light up
an otherwise dark subject.

At night, though, you should try to keep the
flash off, as light distribution can be intense and
uneven. Cameras have gotten much better at
low-light shots, such that you’re often better off
working with ambient light. Bonus tip: Use the
flashlight on a friend’s phone to add a bit more
light to a scene.

Know your camera’s limitations
While many cameras now have auto-focus,

they don’t always pick out the subject correctly.
If you’re shooting with a smartphone, just tap on
the intended subject on the screen. This also has
the effect of adjusting the exposure to that sub-
ject, rather than something in the background
you might not care as much about. And unless
you have an iPhone 7 Plus or a Motorola Moto Z
with True Zoom, avoid zooming. With most
smartphones, you’re just getting a fake zoom,
also called digital zoom. The image isn’t actually
getting larger ‚?? it’s just stretched out like elas-
tic using software. It might be fine on the screen,
but it’ll look fuzzy blown up on a desktop web
browser or printed out for a photo frame.—AP

SINGAPORE: This photo shows an order of
fish and chips at a restaurant in Singapore.
—AP photos

SINGAPORE: This photo shows an order of
fish and chips at a restaurant in Singapore.

SINGAPORE: A photo combo, shows a
lizard at Jurong Bird Park in Singapore.

THAILAND: In this photo combo, people
ride elephants outside a floating market,
in Ayutthaya, Thailand.

Avoid dull snapshots: Tips for taking stunning pictures 

SAN FRANCISCO: While merrily chirping,
dancing and posing for selfies, a robot
named Pepper looks like another expen-
sive toy at a San Francisco mall. But don’t
dismiss it as mere child’s play. Pepper
embodies the ambitions of SoftBank
Robotics, an Asian joint venture formed
by a trio of major technology companies
that’s aiming to put its personable robots
in businesses and homes across the US
over the next few years.

I f  the technology advances as
Softbank Robotics hopes, Pepper could
become a playmate, companion and
concierge. It could eventually respond to
voice commands to retrieve vital informa-
tion, make reservations and control home
appliances that are connected to the
internet.

That’s the theory, anyway. For now,

Pepper is more amusing than practical,
Forrester Research analyst J.P. Gownder
says.  For instance,  Pepper has been
directing shoppers to stores in the mall
through text messages because it still
isn’t advanced enough to say them out
loud. And Pepper still has trouble under-
standing what people are asking, requir-
ing shoppers to type in their requests for
mall directions on a tablet mounted on
the robot’s chest.

SoftBank is trying to improve Pepper’s
capabilities by focusing first on the busi-
ness market - retailers, hotels, auto dealer-
ships and even hospitals. SoftBank hopes
to use those environments to learn more
about what consumers like and don’t like
about Pepper and, from that, teach it
more tasks, said Steve Carlin, the ven-
ture’s vice president for marketing and

business development in North America.

Greetings in the mall
The recently launched test runs in

Westfield Corp.’s malls in San Francisco
and Santa Clara, California, mark the first
time that Pepper has made an extended
appearance in the US. The robots began
appearing just before Thanksgiving and
will stick around through mid-February.
Carlin says about 300 to 500 people per
day engaged with Pepper during its first
month in the San Francisco mall. During a
recent visit, kids flocked around the 4-
foot-tall humanoid as it spoke in a cheru-
bic voice that could belong to either a
boy or girl. Westfield views Pepper as a
way to make shopping in the mall more
entertaining and enjoyable at a time
when people are increasingly buying
merchandise online. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this photo, a boy plays with Pepper
the robot at Westfield Mall.—AP 

Humanoid robot Pepper

is amusing, but is it practical?



00:00 All Star Academy
01:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
02:00 Man Fire Food
02:30 Man Fire Food
03:00 Chopped
04:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
05:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
05:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
06:00 Private Chef
10:00 Sibaʼs Table: Fast Feasts
13:00 Dinner At Tiffaniʼs
18:00 Patricia Heaton Parties
20:30 Private Chef

HERCULES REBORN ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD 

00:20 Gold Rush
01:10 Fast Nʼ Loud
02:00 Biketacular
02:50 Street Outlaws
03:40 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Storage Hunters UK
08:05 How Do They Do It?
10:10 Gold Rush
11:00 Deadliest Catch
11:50 Catching Monsters
12:40 Cuban Chrome
16:00 Street Outlaws: New Orleans
16:50 Sacred Steel Bikes
17:40 Kings Of The Wild
18:30 Sydney Harbour
19:20 Marooned With Ed Stafford
20:10 Treasure Quest: Snake Island
21:00 Toucan Nation
21:50 Edge Of Alaska

06:00 Supa Strikas
06:25 Supa Strikas
06:50 Counterfeit Cat
07:00 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
07:15 K.C. Undercover
07:40 Atomic Puppet
08:10 Lab Rats
08:35 Danger Mouse
09:00 K.C. Undercover
09:25 Lab Rats Elite Force
09:50 K.C. Undercover
10:20 Lab Rats Elite Force
10:45 K.C. Undercover
11:10 Lab Rats Elite Force
11:35 K.C. Undercover
12:00 The Jungle Book
13:30 Danger Mouse
13:45 Lab Rats Elite Force
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 K.C. Undercover
14:40 Counterfeit Cat
14:50 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
15:05 K.C. Undercover
15:30 Atomic Puppet
15:55 Lab Rats
16:25 Danger Mouse
16:50 Star Wars Rebels
17:15 Future-Worm!
17:40 Star Wars Freemaker
Adventures
18:10 K.C. Undercover
18:35 The Jungle Book
20:05 Counterfeit Cat
20:20 Star Wars Rebels
20:45 Mighty Med
21:10 Pickle And Peanut
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
22:10 Ultimate Spider-Man
22:35 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

00:20 Pawn Stars
00:45 Pawn Stars South Africa
01:10 Alcatraz: The Search For The
Truth
02:50 Pawn Stars Australia
03:15 Pawn Stars Australia
03:40 Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar
04:30 American Restoration
05:00 Billion Dollar Wreck
06:00 Counting Cars: Best Of
06:25 Counting Cars: Best Of
06:50 Counting Cars: Best Of
07:15 Counting Cars: Best Of
07:40 Pawn Stars Australia
08:05 Pawn Stars Australia
08:30 Counting Cars
08:55 Mountain Men
09:45 Aussie Pickers
10:35 Counting Cars: Best Of
11:00 Storage Wars Miami
11:50 Storage Wars Miami
12:15 Storage Wars Miami
12:40 Storage Wars Miami
13:05 Storage Wars Miami
13:30 Storage Wars Miami
15:35 Car Hunters
16:00 Car Hunters
16:25 Car Hunters
16:50 Car Hunters
17:15 Car Hunters
17:40 Shipping Wars
18:05 Shipping Wars
18:30 Pawn Stars
18:55 Pawn Stars South Africa
19:20 Storage Wars Texas
19:45 Storage Wars Texas
20:10 Storage Wars Texas
20:35 Storage Wars Texas
21:00 American Restoration
21:25 American Restoration
21:50 American Pickers
22:40 Inside Alcatraz: Legends Of
The Rock
23:30 DB Cooper: Case Closed?

00:50 Big Fish Man
01:45 Bondi Vet
02:10 Bondi Vet
02:40 Big Fish Man
03:35 Tanked
04:25 Mekong: Soul Of A River
05:15 Gator Boys
06:02 Big Fish Man
06:49 Big Fish Man
07:36 Swamp Brothers
08:00 Night
08:25 Big Fish Man
09:15 Lone Star Law
10:10 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
11:05 Wildest Islands Of Indonesia
12:00 Tanked
12:55 Bondi Vet
13:20 Bondi Vet
13:50 Gorilla Doctors
14:45 Wildest Africa
15:40 Wildlife SOS
16:35 My Wild Affair: The Ape Who
Went To College
17:30 Mekong: Soul Of A River
18:25 Escape To Chimp Eden
19:20 Lone Star Law
20:15 Big Fish Man
21:10 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
22:05 Tanked
23:00 Lone Star Law
23:55 Gator Boys 

00:00 Tosh.0
00:25 Whitney Cummings: I Love
You
01:15 Tosh.0
01:40 The Daily Show - Global
Edition
02:05 Ugly Americans
02:30 Lip Sync Battle
03:00 Workaholics
03:25 Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol
04:15 Key And Peele
04:40 Key And Peele
05:05 Ridiculousness
05:55 Tosh.0
06:50 Workaholics
07:40 Key And Peele
08:30 Workaholics
08:55 Workaholics
09:20 Tosh.0
09:45 Tosh.0
10:10 Ridiculousness
11:00 Urban Tarzan
11:25 Urban Tarzan
11:50 Tosh.0
12:15 Tosh.0
12:40 Tosh.0
13:05 Framework
13:55 Ridiculousness
15:10 Hungry Investors
16:00 Workaholics
16:55 Key And Peele
17:50 The It Crowd
18:15 I Live With Models
18:39 Brotherhood
19:03 The Jim Gaffigan Show
19:50 Idiotsitter
20:13 Tosh.0
20:37 Tosh.0
21:00 The Daily Show - Global
Edition
21:30 Chappelleʼs Show
21:54 Lip Sync Battle
22:18 Another Period

00:40 The Big Brain Theory
01:30 Mythbusters
02:20 Mythbusters
03:10 How Do They Do It?
03:35 Food Factory
04:00 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
04:24 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
04:48 The Big Brain Theory
05:36 Mythbusters
06:24 Mythbusters
07:12 How Do They Do It?
07:36 Food Factory
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 Food Factory
08:50 Food Factory
09:14 Food Factory
09:38 Food Factory
10:02 Food Factory
10:26 How Do They Do It?
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 How Do They Do It?
11:38 How Do They Do It?
12:02 How Do They Do It?
12:26 Magic Of Science
12:50 Magic Of Science
13:14 You Have Been Warned
14:02 Penn & Teller Tell A Lie
14:50 Race To Escape
15:38 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
16:02 Outrageous Acts Of Psych
16:26 Mythbusters
17:14 Mythbusters
18:02 Mythbusters
18:50 Mythbusters
19:40 Mythbusters
20:30 Racing Extinction
22:10 Last Flight Of The Space
Shuttle
23:00 Long March Into Space
23:50 Mission Critical: Hubble

00:10 Hank Zipzer
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Violetta
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:40 Hank Zipzer
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Violetta
04:15 The Hive
04:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
05:10 Hank Zipzer
05:35 Binny And The Ghost
06:00 Violetta
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Mouk
07:00 Dog With A Blog
07:25 Dog With A Blog
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:20 Elena Of Avalor
08:45 Star Darlings
08:50 Liv And Maddie
09:15 Jessie
09:40 Jessie
10:05 Jessie
10:30 Invisible Sister
12:10 The Next Step
12:35 Liv And Maddie
13:00 Dog With A Blog
13:25 Stuck In The Middle
13:50 Bizaardvark
14:15 Elena Of Avalor

14:40 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
15:05 Bunkʼd
15:30 Austin & Ally
15:55 Jessie
16:20 Aladdin, Disneyʼs
17:50 The 7D
18:00 The Next Step
18:25 Adventures In Babysitting
20:05 Austin & Ally
20:30 Jessie
20:55 Best Friends Whenever
21:20 Liv And Maddie
21:45 Dog With A Blog
22:10 Stuck In The Middle
22:35 Bizaardvark
23:00 Elena Of Avalor
23:25 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
23:50 Bunkʼd

00:00 Doc McStuffins
00:30 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
00:35 Zou
00:50 Loopdidoo
01:05 Art Attack
01:30 Henry Hugglemonster
01:45 Calimero
02:00 Zou
02:15 Loopdidoo
02:30 Art Attack
03:00 Calimero
03:15 Zou
03:30 Loopdidoo
03:45 Art Attack
04:10 Henry Hugglemonster
04:25 Calimero
04:45 Loopdidoo
05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster

05:35 Calimero
05:50 Zou
06:00 Loopdidoo
06:15 Art Attack
06:35 Henry Hugglemonster
06:50 Calimero
07:00 Zou
07:20 Loopdidoo
07:35 Art Attack
08:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
08:30 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
08:55 Little Mermaid
09:25 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
09:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:25 The Lion Guard
10:55 Sofia The First
11:20 Goldie & Bear
11:45 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
12:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:20 Doc McStuffins
14:45 The Lion Guard
15:15 Sofia The First
15:45 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
16:00 The Lion Guard: Return Of The
Roar
17:00 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
17:05 Goldie & Bear
17:30 PJ Masks
18:00 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies
18:30 Goldie & Bear
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Little Mermaid
20:00 PJ Masks
20:30 Peter Pan
22:00 Goldie & Bear
22:30 Goldie & Bear
23:00 The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies

00:00 In Search Of Aliens
01:00 Ancient Aliens
02:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
03:00 Ancient Discoveries
03:50 Warriors
04:40 Serial Killer Earth
05:30 In Search Of Aliens
06:20 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
07:10 The Universe
08:00 Ancient Aliens
09:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
10:00 Ancient Discoveries
11:00 How The States Got Their
Shape
12:00 Serial Killer Earth
13:00 In Search Of Aliens
14:00 Ancient Aliens
15:00 Americaʼs Book Of Secrets
16:00 Ancient Discoveries
17:00 How The States Got Their
Shape
18:00 Serial Killer Earth
19:00 The Universe
20:00 The Universe
21:00 The Universe
22:00 The Universe
23:00 The Universe
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01:50 E! News
02:50 WAGs
03:45 WAGs Miami
04:40 WAGs Miami
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 Botched
07:00 Botched

08:00 E! News
09:00 Botched
19:00 Celebrity Style Story
20:30 Celebrity Style Story
21:00 Miss World 2016
23:00 Celebrity Style Story



00:30 Happy Endings
01:30 Divorce
02:30 The Detour
03:00 Black-Ish
03:30 Kevin Can Wait
04:00 Better With You
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Breaking In
06:00 Til Death
06:30 Living With Fran
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Better With You
08:30 Breaking In
09:00 Black-Ish
09:30 Kevin Can Wait
10:00 Young & Hungry
10:30 Living With Fran
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Til Death
12:30 Better With You
13:00 Breaking In
13:30 Living With Fran
14:00 Kevin Can Wait
15:00 Young & Hungry
15:30 Happy Endings
16:30 Til Death
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 2 Broke Girls
18:30 Baby Daddy
19:00 Telenovela
19:30 Telenovela
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 Happy Endings
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

FANTASTIC FOUR ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:00 Are You Here
02:00 Hit By Lightning
04:00 Superfast
06:00 Big Ass Spider!
08:00 Honeymooners
10:00 Superfast
12:00 Ghostbusters
14:00 Angus Thongs And Perfect
Snogging
16:00 Honeymooners
18:00 Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2
20:00 Ghostbusters II
22:00 Hot Tub Time Machine 2

01:00 Fantastic Four
03:00 Concussion
05:15 The Duff
07:15 Big Game
09:00 Kindergarten Cop 2
10:45 Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation
13:00 The 5th Wave
15:00 Hector And The Search For
Happiness
17:00 The Age Of Adaline
19:00 Ant-Man
21:00 Breaking The Bank
23:00 Entourage

00:10 Masterpiece With Alan
Titchmarsh
01:00 Emmerdale
03:55 Coronation Street
06:00 Broadchurch
06:55 Broadchurch
07:45 Grantchester Christmas
Special
09:30 Paul OʼGrady: For The Love Of
Dogs Christmas 2015
10:25 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
11:25 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
12:25 Jericho
13:15 Cash Trapped
14:05 Big Starʼs Little Star
15:00 Paul Oʼgradyʼs Favourite Fairy
Tales
15:55 The Royal Variety Performance
2015
18:15 Doc Martin
19:05 Big Starʼs Little Star
20:00 Paul Oʼgradyʼs Favourite Fairy
Tales
20:55 Jericho
21:45 The Royal Variety Performance
2015

00:10 Locked Up Abroad
01:00 The Border
02:00 Nazi Megastructures
02:55 Megastructures
03:50 Mega Factories
04:45 Air Crash Investigation
05:40 Locked Up Abroad
06:35 Years Of Living Dangerously
07:30 Dirty Rotten Survival
08:25 Continent 7: Antarctica
09:20 Highway Thru Hell
10:15 Do Or Die
10:40 Do Or Die
11:10 Desperate Hours
11:35 Startalk
12:25 Before Mars
13:00 Mars
14:00 Megastructures
15:00 Air Crash Investigation
16:00 Mega Factories

00:14 Louie
00:27 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
00:50 Olive The Ostrich
00:55 Olive The Ostrich
01:01 Max & Ruby
01:24 Wanda And The Alien
01:35 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
01:56 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:18 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:43 Zack & Quack
03:03 Team Umizoomi
03:27 Louie
03:46 Paw Patrol
05:07 Wanda And The Alien
05:27 Dora And Friends
06:14 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
07:00 Paw Patrol
07:13 Paw Patrol
07:37 Dora The Explorer
08:00 Wanda And The Alien
08:09 Zack & Quack
08:21 Dora And Friends: Into The
City!
08:45 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
09:08 Paw Patrol
09:32 Shimmer And Shine
09:55 Dora The Explorer
10:18 Paw Patrol
10:41 Little Charmers
10:54 Bubble Guppies
11:18 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
11:40 Zack & Quack
11:52 Team Umizoomi
12:15 Louie
12:21 Louie
12:28 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
12:51 Olive The Ostrich
13:02 Max & Ruby
13:25 Wanda And The Alien
13:35 Ben & Hollyʼs Little Kingdom
13:56 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:20 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:44 Zack & Quack
15:05 Team Umizoomi
15:27 Louie
15:47 Paw Patrol
17:06 Wanda And The Alien
17:26 Dora And Friends
18:12 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
18:36 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
19:00 Paw Patrol
19:37 Dora The Explorer
20:00 Wanda And The Alien

00:00 Zombie Apocalypse
02:00 Shark Lake
04:00 Hercules Reborn
06:00 The Taking Of Pelham 123
08:00 Brick Mansions
10:00 Sword Of Vengeance
12:00 In The Name Of The King: The
Last Mission
14:00 The Taking Of Pelham 123
16:00 Brick Mansions
18:00 Sword Of Vengeance
19:45 The Expendables 3
22:00 Derailed

01:00 Harriet The Spy
03:00 Jem And The Holograms

01:15 Pim And Pom: The Big
Adventure
02:45 Looney Tunes: Rabbitʼs Run
04:30 Moomins And The Comet
Chase
06:00 Worms
07:45 Miffy The Movie
09:15 Alpha Dogz: Pups United
11:00 Earth To Echo
12:45 Looney Tunes: Rabbitʼs Run
14:15 Cher Ami
16:00 The Wild Thornberrys Movie
18:00 Alpha Dogz: Pups United
20:00 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
21:45 Cher Ami
23:30 The Wild Thornberrys Movie

00:00 The Americans
01:00 Secrets And Lies
02:00 Survivor: Millennials vs
Generation X
03:00 American Crime
04:00 Good Morning America
06:00 Prison Break
07:00 The Amazing Race
08:00 The Night Shift
09:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
10:00 Prison Break
11:00 The Art Of More
12:00 Chicago Med
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 The Amazing Race
15:00 Stitchers

01:00 The Silent Mountain
03:00 The Harvest
05:00 The Yellow Handkerchief
07:00 Every Thing Will Be Fine
09:00 Invasion Day
11:00 The Silent Mountain
13:00 Life Of A King
15:00 A Kind Of Magic
17:00 Invasion Day
19:00 5 To 7
21:00 Boychoir
23:00 Addicted

17:00 Megastructures
18:00 Years Of Living Dangerously
19:00 The Border
20:00 Mega Factories

00:20 Man V. Cheetah
01:10 Worldʼs Deadliest
02:00 Ultimate Predators GPU
02:50 Wild 24
03:45 Wild Sri Lanka: Paradise Island
04:40 Ultimate Animal Countdown
05:35 Savage Kingdom
06:30 Hooked
07:25 Monster Fish
08:20 The Monster Project
09:15 The Invaders
10:10 Worldʼs Creepiest Killers
11:05 Cameramen Who Dare
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 Ultimate Predators GPU
13:50 Wild 24
14:45 Wild Colombiaʼs Lost Eden
15:40 Ultimate Animal Countdown
16:35 Monster Fish
17:30 Animals Gone Wild
18:25 Secrets Of The Mediterranean
19:20 Wild Colombiaʼs Lost Eden THE SILENT MOUNTAIN ON OSN MOVIES DRAMA HD

01:30 Go For Sisters
03:30 Romeo & Juliet
05:30 Foreverland
07:15 Seabiscuit
09:45 Song For Marion
11:30 Romeo & Juliet
13:30 Gridiron Gang
15:45 Stone Markers
17:15 Song For Marion
19:00 Finding Forrester

20:10 Ultimate Animal Countdown
21:00 Monster Fish
21:50 Animals Gone Wild
22:40 Secrets Of The Mediterranean
23:30 Shark Men

T V  l i s t i n g s
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2016

05:00 Frozen
07:00 Inside Out
09:00 Dr. Seussʼ The Lorax
11:00 Frozen
13:00 Hotel Transylvania 2
15:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian
17:00 Step Dogs
19:00 Max
21:00 Goosebumps
23:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian

16:00 Live Good Morning America -
Weekend
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 The Night Shift
19:00 The Blacklist
20:00 The Art Of More
21:00 Better Call Saul

21:30 Short Term 12
23:30 The Fisher King

00:10 The Food Files
01:50 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
02:40 Miguelʼs Tropical Kitchen
03:05 Grandmaʼs Boy
03:55 Saraʼs New Nordic Kitchen
04:20 Valentine Warnerʼs Wild Table
04:45 Miguelʼs Feasts
05:10 Lucky Chow
05:35 The Food Files
06:00 A Is For Apple
06:50 Tripping Out With Alie &
Georgia
07:15 Cesar To The Rescue
08:05 Grandmaʼs Boy
08:30 Grandmaʼs Boy
08:55 Food Loverʼs Guide To The
Planet
09:20 Rustic Adventures Italy
09:45 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
10:10 Whatʼs For Sale?
10:35 Whatʼs For Sale?
11:00 Miguelʼs Tropical Kitchen
11:25 Miguelʼs Feasts
11:50 Places We Go
12:40 The Food Files
13:35 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
14:30 Miguelʼs Tropical Kitchen
14:55 Glamour Puds
15:20 Poh & Co
15:50 Saraʼs New Nordic Kitchen
16:20 Rustic Adventures Italy
16:45 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
17:15 Lucky Chow
17:40 The Food Files
18:10 A Is For Apple
18:35 A Is For Apple
19:05 Glamour Puds
19:30 Poh & Co
20:00 Saraʼs New Nordic Kitchen
20:25 Rustic Adventures Italy
20:50 Tomʼs Istanbul Delight
21:15 Lucky Chow
21:40 The Food Files
22:05 A Is For Apple
22:55 The Food Files
23:20 The Food Files
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Under auspices and with the attendance of PAAET’s
deputy director for training affairs, engineer Tareq
Al-Ameeri and the Higher Institute for

Communications and navigation (HICN)’s manager, captain

Monther Al-Kandari, HICN recently concluded its second
football championship. The final match was between the
Electricity and Electronics department and the Computer
department teams and ended by 4/1 in favor of the former.

Speaking on the occasion, head of the championship’s
organizing committee, engineer Ali Al-Attar said that seven
teams had taken part in the championship representing
the institute’s departments.  

PAAET, HICN conclude football championship

MAC Kuwait One day Mega
Football Fest 2017, 7th edition is
scheduled to kick off on Friday 30

December 2016 from 3 pm onwards at
Public Authority for Youth & Sports
ground, Mishref under the auspicious of
Kerala Expats Football Association Kuwait
(KEFAK). Apart from Frontline Holiday’s co,
Al-Thalah International Gen. Trading Co,
Ashraf & Co, Apex Group International
Gen. Trad.& Contracting Co, Kuwait
Electrical  Wiring Company, Telev’s ,
Boushari Trading, Al Hashemiya Kuwaitiya
Gen. Trad. Co, Honeywell Kuwait, Katec,
Q8 Photography Workshop, Taj mahal
Marble Centre, Bag World Abbasiya, Al
Wassen Electronics Co, United Express
International Co, Blue Star Automobile,
Royal Hiatham International, SKF General
Trading &Cont.  Co, Al-Zulfi Steel
Fabricators, Address Life Syles, Vitamin
Palace Rest.  Farwaniya, Ashiq Cadiri ,
Abdul Razak.O.K,  Zaheer Alakkal ,

Shakkeer are the co-sponsors of the event.
18 KEFAK affiliated clubs in 2 groups

will fight for the prestigious Winner’s
Trophy sponsored by Frontline Holiday’s
Co. Runner up & Semi-Finalist trophies and
many more prizes will be presented on
the occasion of the closing ceremony of
the event. Instant sports quiz for specta-
tors will be one of the main attractions of
this year. Many well-known Inter-State &
District footballers will take part in the
tournament for 18 various clubs. The
matches are scheduled in knock-out basis;
all matches will be in 7 a side format and
officiated by KEFAK REFEREES. According
to MAC Kuwait CharimanMusthafa Kari,
President SubairKurikkal and Football Fest
General Convener MansoorKunnatheri , all
facilities are set for the event and football
lovers cordially invited with their family
and friends to witness & enjoy the spec-
tacular moments of biggest football fest
in Kuwait.

MAC holds 7th Mega 

Football Fest 2017

I love baking, but until I was 16, our oven
was just used as a place to keep big cutting
boards and exiled frying pans. My Indian

parents were of a place and time where no
one had ovens at home. All breads were flat
breads, like chapattis, which were hand-rolled
and cooked on the stove and all cakes, if any,
were either baked with the help of the village
bakery or purchased.

Even now, ovens are rare across the whole
of India because there’s never been much of a
culture around baking, so baked goods are
precious treats and bakers’ skills are revered.
Having not grown up with baking, the first
cake I made felt like real magic. Creating a goo
out of eggs, butter, sugar and flour and watch-
ing it rise into something magnificent was
very special to me and the total opposite of
the way we cooked Indian food, by tasting,
balancing and adjusting along the way.

Over time, classics became mingled with
Indian spices and ingredients such as car-
damom, cinnamon and dates - as in this cake.
The dates add a lot of moisture, density and a
caramel flavor to the sponge and the spices
add sweetness and exoticism. Strictly speak-
ing, the icing is unnecessary - a dusting of
icing sugar would do - but the coffee-butter
icing gives it a special celebratory feel, which
is partly what baking is really all about.

Soft dates are best for this cake as they’ll
add to the moisture.
Preparation time: 30 minutes
Cooking time: 45 minutes
Ready time: 1 hour 15 minutes
Servings: 10
Ingredients: 
Cake
1 stick butter, softened, plus extra for greasing
1 1/4 cups dates, pitted
3/4 cup sugar
2 large eggs
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 tsp ground cardamom
1 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp baking powder
A pinch of salt

Frosting
6 tbsp butter, softened
1 1/4 cups powder sugar
1 tsp instant coffee granules
1 tbsp boiling water
Preparation:

Butter a loaf tin (approx. 9 x 5 inches) and
line with parchment paper. Preheat the oven
to 350 F. Chop the dates and place them in a
saucepan. Add 1 cup of water to the pan and
bring to a boil over a low heat, stirring occa-
sionally. When the dates disintegrate into a
soft paste, take off the heat and set aside.

In a mixing bowl, add the butter and sugar,
cream together, then add the eggs, mixing in
one by one. Fold in the flour, baking powder,
salt and spices and when folded, add the date
mixture and mix well.

Pour the batter into the loaf tin and place
in the center of the oven for 45 minutes, or
until a skewer comes out clean.

Leave the cake in the tin to cool before
removing. To make the frosting, mix the coffee
granules with a tablespoon of boiling water
(no more or you’ll have wet frosting until the
granules dissolve. Add the butter and sugar
and whisk until soft and creamy.

When the cake has cooled, remove from
the tin and smooth the frosting over the top.

Nutritional information
Calories: 404 (152 calories from fat), Fat: 17

g (11 g saturated; 1 g trans), Cholesterol: 86
mg, Sodium: 155 mg, Carbohydrate: 62 g (43 g
sugar), Dietary Fiber: 2 g, Protein: 4 g.—AP

Date and cardamom cake

with coffee frosting
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The exceptional School in Kuwait basks
yet again a novel and noble cause, as it
traverses in its decennial year of its exis-

tence in the Middle East with its launch of
musical extravaganza  on Friday, 16th
December 2016 at the SIS auditorium in Jleeb
Al Shyoukh with the vision to nurture the phil-
harmonic lovers with quality music and help
the underprivileged by soulful music through
music therapy. The unique collaboration of
Indian Educational School and Smart Indian
School won huge plaudits from the visitors as
they christened “Swara Sandhya” with an
endeavor to train and form Bhavans Band and

to facilitate  the unsung heroes.
As rightly said “we make a living by what

we get but we make a life by what we give,”
the Bhavans family proves it to be a propi-
tious one in this age of metamorphosis.           

The lighting of the ceremonial lamp con-
jointly performed by the legend and the
visionary Chairman N. K. Ramachandran
Menon , the Principals and Vice-Principals of
IES and SIS, marked the significance and
solemnity of the occasion. Mahesh Iyer
Principal, SIS, proudly introduced the host of
the evening - Prem Kumar, Principal, IES  who
later introduced the co-host Meenakshi, HOD

- Social Science, IES  on stage who received
thunderous applauses  intermittently as they
gave the audience the most far-reaching
crescendo in presenting a creative anchoring.
The landmark achieved the largest audience
ever for a live-streamed event. This opera wit-
nessed music artists in the making of the
future singers.

The program paved its own unique plat-
form to display young dandy artists and to
empower attendees with positive and sup-
portive messages so as to send the same to
the family of all ages. The commendable con-
tribution of parent community left the faculty

of Bhavans in awe. The teaching fraternity
kept the flag flying high as they equally con-
tributed to the rhapsodic and euphonious
entertainment . The concert-goers truly
enjoyed themselves listening to good old
days karaoke based music and some contem-
porary songs in Tamil, Malayalam, Hindi and
English with an amalgamation of solos and
duets. The seamless blending was indeed a
howling success. After receiving the resound-
ing responses from the music lovers Bhavans
panel of management is  planning  for such
ample heart-warming programs  to occur reg-
ularly to  muse  the musicality in all .

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan begets ‘Swara Sandhya’
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ZAGREB: Croatia yesterday announced the discovery
of a highly contagious strain of bird flu in poultry at a
small family farm on the country’s northern border
with Hungary. The H5N8 strain of bird flu, detected at
a farm in the village of Kriznica on the Drava river,
killed all 15 chickens and ducks raised there, an agri-
culture ministry statement said. 

The village is home to 22 small farms raising poul-

try, it said. But as it is located between the Drava and
the border, there is no risk that the virus will spread,
the ministry added.

Precautionary measures were nonetheless
brought in. “A ban on the movement of people, ani-
mals and vehicles was introduced in the area of infec-
tion,” the statement said. All poultry in the village will
be culled. 

The H5N8 strain can spread quickly in affected
farms, often leading to the culling of thousands of
birds. Since October, the strain has been detected in
14 other European countries including Britain, France
and Germany. 

Hungary has had the highest number of out-
breaks in the past three months, with 201 cases
reported in farms and four in wild birds. —AFP

Croatia reports bird flu in farm poultry

LONDON: One of Europe’s worst
offenders on food waste, Britain is
beginning to get its  act together
thanks to a surge in volunteer initia-
tives that help the poor as well as creat-
ing a bit of seasonal cheer. “That’s what
I come out for, to have a little chat... It’s
not only the food,” said Bassia Hamech,
76, as she was served a bowl of hot
soup in a kitchen in east London run by
a charity called FoodCycle. The kitchen
serves up weekly vegetarian lunches to
up to 50 people in Hackney, many of
whom have health problems or are at
risk of social isolation.

One of the volunteers, artist Anne
Engel, said the most generous dona-
tions come from Turkish greengrocers
in the area while big supermarkets are
less reliable and today gave only a bag
of bread. “We get them to eat all sorts
of wild and wonderful things,” said
Engel, who brought offerings including
mangoes, mint and eggs to a kitchen
overflowing with fruit and vegetables
destined for scrap.

Teas are swiftly handed out to vol-
unteers and a menu created-soup, frit-
tata and fruit salad-and the kitchen
team pick out a few furry raspberries
and other items which are too old to be
used. “It’s about changing the attitudes
to food. We get a lot of volunteers who
are very frightened of food past its sell

by date,” Engel said. 2016 has been a
landmark year for international cam-
paigners tackling food waste, with both
Italy and France passing laws to make it
easier for surplus stock to be donated
rather than binned.

But Britain has fallen behind its
neighbors by failing to legislate on the
issue, leaving community groups and
new businesses to fill the gap.

Britain wastes around 10 million tons
of food a year, according to 2016 fig-
ures from the charity Waste and
Resources Action Program (WRAP). The
EU as a whole has around 88 million
tons of annual food waste, according to
2012 estimates. This year’s “War on
Waste” BBC television show raised
awareness among Britain’s population,
starting with a mountain of discarded
parsnips exposed by its presenter,
celebrity chef Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall.

‘A carpet of fruit’ 
Regular customers at the new crop

of recycled food cafes and shops open-
ing up in Britain include environmental
do-gooders, as well as the poor and
those just looking for some company.
Even the counters of central London
cafes filled with high-end coffee and
calorific muffins are increasingly making
way for products made from salvaged

fruit. A former FoodCycle volunteer, Ben
Whitehead, said he has rescued nearly
15 tons of fruit since first requesting
surplus on a trip to his local market.

“I  got offered 12 boxes of really
amazing pineapples. I was on my bike!
So they looked at me and laughed,” he
said of his initial encounter with the
traders. After experimenting with differ-
ent fruits deemed not perfect enough
to make it to consumers, Whitehead set
up a company in 2015 called SpareFruit
that air-dries sliced apples and pears to
create crisps. “If you drive through the
orchards you just see a carpet of fruit.
Some of it we wouldn’t eat, but I would
say 90 percent of that fruit is perfectly
edible,” he said. Snact, a similar fruit
jerky maker, got off the ground after
raising £14,000 ($17,000, 17,000 euros)
through crowdfunding in 2014.

Both companies are hoping to fur-
ther their ambitions in the new year,
with plans to make it into the luxury
department store Selfridges.  The
chance to launch in a high-end food
hall shows how much British attitudes
have changed, as Whitehead discov-
ered when he asked consumers
whether they would eat something that
would otherwise be wasted.
“Everyone’s response was, ‘As long as
it’s clean and healthy, and fine to eat,
why wouldn’t we?’” —AFP

Britain gets creative in
fighting rampant food waste
‘We get them to eat all sorts of wild and wonderful things’

LONDON : Food donated by Waitrose supermarket is
made ready for collection by volunteers in London. —AFP
photos

LONDON : FoodCycle volunteers prepare food donated by
various food outlets.

CHESTER, ENGLAND, United Kingdom : An undated hand-
out picture released by Chester Zoo shows a rare
Rothschild’s giraffe calf, born on Boxing Day at Chester
Zoo, in north west England. —AFP

LONDON: A British zoo was celebrating after the birth of a
rare Rothschild’s giraffe calf, whose number has dwindled to
fewer than 1,600 in its native Kenya and Uganda. “First-time
mum, Tula, delivered the most precious Christmas gift on
Boxing Day,” said Chester Zoo in a message posted on its
Facebook page, along with a picture of the mother and her
six-foot (180 centimeter) calf standing between her legs.

Rothschild’s giraffes are one of the world’s most at-risk
species and fewer than 1,600 exist in the wild, according to
Sarah Roffe, head of giraffes at the zoo in northwest England.
“The new arrival is an important boost to numbers,” added
Roffe. “It really is the best Christmas gift we could have ever
have wished for. “When it gets a little more used to its long
legs, it will be introduced to the rest of the herd but, for now,
it’s important that mum and calf spend a few days together
striking up those early bonds,” explained the keeper. The crea-
tures are named after Walter Rothschild, the British zoologist
and creator of the Tring Natural History Museum in central
England and are identified by their coloring and lack of mark-
ings on the lower leg.

They are sometimes known as the Baringo giraffe, in refer-
ence to their prevalence around Lake Baringo in Kenya, and
also the Ugandan giraffe, where their population has dwindled
by 90 percent in the last 45 years, according to the zoo. Roffe
warned the species was “often overlooked”, and was experi-
encing “a silent extinction” due to loss of habitat and hunting
for their meat.

‘Silent extinction’ 
Chester Zoo has 20,000 animals and welcomes 1.6 million

visitors each year.  The zoo’s giraffe experts travelled to
Uganda earlier in the year to carry out their first ever census
on the Rothschild’s giraffe, part of efforts to understand why
their population is not increasing. “Initiatives like this really
show the role that modern zoos play in animal conservation
and it will give us a better understanding of how we can help
protect the species and its future,” said Tim Rowlands, the
zoo’s curator of mammals. Wild giraffe numbers have plum-
meted by 40 percent in the last three decades, and the species
is now “vulnerable” to extinction, a top conservation body
warned earlier this month. —AFP

Calf of rare giraffe 
species born in UK zoo
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GOYET, Belgium: Deep in the caves of
Goyet in  Belgium researchers have found
the grisly evidence that the Neanderthals did
not just feast on horses or reindeer, but also
on each other. Human bones from a new-
born, a child and four adults or teenagers
who lived  around 40,000 years ago show
clear signs of cutting and of fractures to
extract the marrow within, they say. “It is
irrefutable, cannibalism was practiced here,”
says Belgian archaeologist Christian Casseyas
as he looks inside a cave halfway up a valley
in this site in the Ardennes forest. The bones
in Goyet date from when Neanderthals were
nearing the end of their time on earth before
being replaced by Homo sapiens, with
whom they also interbred.

Once regarded as primitive cavemen driv-
en to extinction by smarter modern humans,
studies have found that Neanderthals were
actually sophisticated beings who took care
of the bodies of the deceased and held bur-
ial rituals. But there is a growing body of
proof that they also ate their dead.

Neanderthal bone fragments 
Cases of Neanderthal cannibalism have

been found until now only in Neanderthal
populations in southern Europe in Spain, at
El Sidron and Zafarraya, and in France, at
Moula-Guercy and Les Pradelles.  The caves
at Goyet have been occupied since the
Paleolithic era. The 250-metre- (820-feet-)
long galleries were dug into the limestone
by the Samson, a small stream that still flows
a few meters below.

They began to reveal their secrets in the
middle of the 19th century thanks to one of
the fathers of palaeontology, Edouard
Dupont (1841-1911).   A geologist and direc-
tor of the Royal Museum of Natural History of
Belgium, he searched several caves, includ-
ing that of Goyet in 1867, and collected an
enormous quantity of bones and tools. Just a

few years after Charles Darwin first expound-
ed his theory of evolution, Dupont published
the results of his own research in his book
“Man During the Stone Age”. But his discov-
eries remained in the archives of the muse-
um (now called the Brussels Institute of
Natural Sciences) for more than a century.

That was until 2004, when the institute’s
head of anthropology Patrick Semal discov-
ered, hidden in amongst the drawers of what
Dupont thought were human bones, a jaw
tip that clearly belonged to a Neanderthal.
Scientists have since been painstakingly sort-
ing through fragments that Dupont thought
were animal bones to see if there are other
traces of ancient man.

‘Extract the marrow’ 
Now an international team led by Helene

Rougier, an anthropologist at California State
University Northridge in the United States,
has proved from the bones found at Goyet
that the Neanderthals there were cannibals.
The bones show traces of cutting, “to disar-
ticulate and remove the flesh,” said Christian
Casseyas, who also leads tours for the public
at the caves. The Neanderthals “broke these
bones in the same way that they broke those
of the reindeer and horses found at the
entrance of the cave, certainly to extract the
marrow”, he adds.

Rougier, whose work on the Belgian cave
was published last July by Scientific Reports,
a journal of the Nature group, told AFP that
“indeed, we can conclude that some
Neanderthals died and were eaten here”,
which is a first in Northern Europe. “Some of
these bones have also been used to make
tools to touch up the edges of flints to re-
sharpen them,” says Rougier. But the reasons
for the cannibalism remain a mystery, as to
the extent to which the Neanderthals ate
their dead. — AFP

The caves that prove Neanderthals were cannibals

GOYET, Belgium : Helene Rougier, anthro-
pologist at California State University
Northridge in the United States displays
some of the 96 bones and three teeth
from five Neanderthal individuals which
were found in the Belgium Goyet cave.

GOYET, Belgium : Helene Rougier displays
some of the 96 bones and three teeth
from five Neanderthal individuals which
were found in the Belgium Goyet cave.

GOYET, Belgium : Cave specialist Christian Casseyas gives a tour of the Goyet cave,
where 96 bones and three teeth from five Neanderthal individuals were found, in
Goyet. —AFP photos
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SHARQIA-1
LA LA LAND                                                                                     12:15 PM
SING                                                                                                    2:45 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     5:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             7:30 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        10:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      3:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             5:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      8:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      10:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             12:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             4:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             6:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               9:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             12:15 PM
MOANA                                                                                             3:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             6:00 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        9:15 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        11:15 PM

MUHALAB-2
MOANA                                                                                             11:30 AM
MOANA                                                                                             1:45 PM
SING                                                                                                    4:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             6:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               8:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               10:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:30 AM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      2:00 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  4:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      7:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      9:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:05 AM

FANAR-1
WITHIN                                                                                              12:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               2:15 PM
MOANA                                                                                             4:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               6:30 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              8:45 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               10:45 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              12:45 AM

FANAR-2
SING                                                                                                    12:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             2:30 PM
SING                                                                                                    4:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             7:15 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        9:45 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        11:45 PM

FANAR-3
LA LA LAND                                                                                     12:45 PM
GHOST SHIP                                                                                    3:30 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     5:30 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        8:00 PM
GHOST SHIP                                                                                    10:00 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     12:05 AM

FANAR-4
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      2:45 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  5:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      7:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      10:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:45 AM

FANAR-5
MOANA                                                                                             11:30 AM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             2:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             5:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             8:30 PM

DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             11:45 PM

MARINA-1
PASSENGERS                                                                                  12:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             3:15 PM
MOANA                                                                                             5:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             8:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      10:30 PM
NO THU+FRI+MON
LA LA LAND                                                                                     10:30 PM
THU+FRI+MON
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      1:00 AM

MARINA-2
SING                                                                                                    12:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               2:15 PM
SING                                                                                                    4:15 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        6:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               8:30 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        10:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               12:30 AM

MARINA-3
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:30 AM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      2:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      4:30 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  7:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      9:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:45 PM

AVENUES-1
THE MONSTER                                                                               12:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               2:00 PM
13 DAYS                                                                                            4:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               6:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               8:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               10:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
MOANA  -3D- 4DX                                                                       12:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED -3D- 4DX                                                  2:45 PM
MOANA  -3D- 4DX                                                                       2:45 PM
MOANA  -3D- 4DX                                                                       5:15 PM
PASSENGERS  -3D- 4DX                                                             7:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED -3D- 4DX                                                  10:15 PM
PASSENGERS  -3D- 4DX                                                             10:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED -3D- 4DX                                                  12:45 AM
PASSENGERS  -3D- 4DX                                                             12:45 AM

AVENUES-3
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             11:45 AM
ROGUE ONE:A STAR WARS STORY                                      3:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             5:45 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             9:00 PM
ROGUE ONE:A STAR WARS STORY                                      12:15 AM

AVENUES-4
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:30 AM
MOANA                                                                                             2:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             4:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             7:30 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        10:45 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              1:15 AM

360 º- 1
MOANA                                                                                             11:30 AM
MOANA                                                                                             1:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             4:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             6:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             9:00 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              12:15 AM

360 º- 2
THE MONSTER                                                                               1:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               3:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               5:15 PM
13 DAYS                                                                                            7:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               9:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               11:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               1:15 AM

360º- 3
COLLATERAL BEAUTY                                                                12:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN                                                                     2:15 PM

PASSENGERS                                                                                  4:30 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  7:00 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  9:30 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.1
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:30 AM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      2:00 PM
PASSENGERS                                                                                  4:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      7:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      9:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
WITHIN                                                                                              12:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             2:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             5:00 PM
MOANA                                                                                             7:30 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              9:45 PM
WITHIN                                                                                              11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.3
THE MONSTER                                                                               11:30 AM
MOANA                                                                                             1:30 PM
SING                                                                                                    4:00 PM
SING                                                                                                    6:15 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               8:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               10:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                                                               12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        1:30 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     3:30 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     6:00 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        8:45 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        10:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:45 AM

BAIRAQ-1
MOANA                                                                                             11:30 AM
MOANA                                                                                             1:45 PM
MOANA                                                                                             4:15 PM
MOANA   -3D                                                                                  6:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      9:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED -3D                                                              11:45 PM

BAIRAQ-2
SING                                                                                                    12:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      3:00 PM
SING                                                                                                    5:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      7:45 PM
THU+TUE+WED
MOANA                                                                                             7:45 PM
NO THU+TUE+WED
THE MONSTER                                                                               10:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        11:30 AM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     1:30 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     4:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             6:30 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                                                        9:45 PM
LA LA LAND                                                                                     12:05 AM

PLAZA
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             3:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             6:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             9:45 PM

LAILA
LA LA LAND                                                                                     3:30 PM
MOANA                                                                                             6:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      8:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                                                      11:00 PM

AJIAL.1
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             2:45 PM
FRI+SAT+SUN
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             6:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                             9:15 PM

AJIAL.2
DEAR ZINDAGI -Hindi                                                                 3:45 PM
DEAR ZINDAGI -Hindi                                                                 6:45 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
(29/12/2016 TO 04/01/2017)
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 31/12/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
KLM 413 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
CLX 852 Luxembourg 00:35
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
MSC 511 Alexandria 02:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:30
KAC 412 Bangkok 02:50
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 364 Colombo 06:05
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 07:00
KAC 204 Lahore 07:15
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
AVV 653 Sohag 10:10
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 11:05
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:15
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
FDK 801 Damascus 11:45
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
SYR 343 Latakia 12:05
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
JZR 239 Amman 12:45
FDB 075 Dubai 12:50
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
BON 101 Sarajevo 13:30
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:35
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
KAC 788 Jeddah 13:45
KNE 231 Riyadh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 692 Muscat 14:30
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 618 Doha 15:00
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
KAC 286 Dhaka 15:20
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
JZR 357 Mashhad 16:25
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 16:35
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
JZR 325 Al Najaf 17:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 17:55
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
IRA 669 Mashhad 18:55
SYR 341 Damascus 19:00

KAC 512 Mashhad 19:20
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 502 Beirut 19:30
CLX 856 Luxembourg 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 104 London 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KNE 381 Taif 19:55
KAC 166 Rome 19:55
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
JZR 189 Dubai 20:15
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
KAC 134 Munich 20:45
KAC 174 Munich 20:45
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:50
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
KAC 676 Dubai 21:45
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
KLM 415 Amsterdam/Dammam 22:05
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
KNE 533 Jeddah 22:45
KAC 164 Paris 22:55
KAC 1544 Cairo 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:50

Departure Flights on Saturday 31/12/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
PIA 240 Sialkot 00:40
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:50
BBC 044 Dhaka 01:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 01:50
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
CLX 888 NBO 02:05
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:25
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
MSC 512 Alexandria 03:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
KAC 103 London 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
FEG 938 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
KAC 165 Rome 06:55
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
JZR 238 Amman 07:10
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 163 Paris 07:25
KAC 773 Riyadh 07:30
KAC 133 Munich 07:35
KAC 173 Munich 07:35
KAC 787 Jeddah 07:45
JZR 778 Jeddah 07:55
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:40
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 691 Muscat 09:00
KAC 117 SNN/New York 09:00
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 101 London 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
JZR 356 Mashhad 10:25
KAC 411 Bangkok 10:30

FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
KAC 617 Doha 11:10
AVV 654 Asyut 11:10
KAC 501 Beirut 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
RBG 554 Alexandria 11:55
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
IRM 1189 Mashhad 12:30
FDK 802 Damascus 12:45
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
SYR 344 Latakia 13:05
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
KAC 511 Mashhad 13:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
FDB 076 Dubai 14:05
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 14:25
KNE 382 Taif 14:50
BON 102 Sarajevo 14:55
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 15:20
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
JZR 188 Dubai 15:40
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
KAC 1543 Cairo 15:55
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:50
SAW 706 Damascus 16:55
KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
SVA 505 Madinah 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
KAC 615 Bahrain 17:35
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
KAC 353 BLR 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
NIA 252 Alexandria 18:55
JZR 554 Alexandria 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
SVA 501 Jeddah 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 19:55
SYR 342 Damascus 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 383 Delhi 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 361 Colombo 20:35
KAC 775 Riyadh 20:45
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:55
CLX 856 Hong Kong 21:05
MSR 607 Luxor 21:05
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:25
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
KAC 741 Dammam 21:45
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:55
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:05
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
NIA 152 Cairo 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KNE 534 Jeddah 23:35
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ACROSS
1. Characteristic of a mob.
4. Double-walled stage of the embryo succeeding the blastula.
12. God of the underworld.
15. Any of various primates with short tails or no tail at all.
16. Taken before a meal as an appetizer.
17. (computer science) A coding system that incorporates extra parity bits in order to
detect errors.
18. Having leadership guidance.
19. Periapsis in orbit around the moon.
20. The cry made by sheep.
21. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
23. A network of intersecting blood vessels or intersecting nerves or intersecting lymph
vessels.
24. Small tree of dry open parts of southern Africa having erect angled branches sug-
gesting candelabra.
26. Angular distance above the horizon (especially of a celestial object).
29. Without moral standards or principles.
33. Tropical American trees.
36. Feelings of excessive pride.
37. A Loloish language.
39. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
40. Duct through which urine is discharged in most mammals and which serves as the
male genital duct.
42. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short wedge-shaped white tail.
43. A white metallic element that burns with a brilliant light.
44. The act of slowing down or falling behind.
45. Jordan's port.
48. The habitation of wild animals.
49. Any of a number of fishes of the family Carangidae.
51. Relating to or characteristic of the state or people of Alaska.
54. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
55. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
56. A radioactive element of the actinide series.
58. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
63. Strike with disgust or revulsion.
66. A country on western coast of Africa.
70. A genus of Mustelidae.
71. (Babylonian) The sky god.
72. A tapering point.
75. (Irish) The sea personified.
76. A mountain peak in south central Sri Lanka (7,360 feet high).
78. (informal) Of the highest quality.
79. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot palm used in India for writing paper.
80. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat trimmed off.
81. A local computer network for communication between computers.

DOWN
1. A master's degree in library science.
2. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common policy for the sale
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of petroleum.
3. English monk and scholar (672-735).
4. A conspicuous disparity or difference as between two figures.
5. Someone who copies the words or behavior of another.
6. (used especially of vegetation) Having lost all moisture.
7. A plant of the genus Kniphofia having long grasslike leaves and tall scapes of red or
yellow drooping flowers.
8. Cause annoyance in.
9. (Sumerian) Sun god.
10. Of or relating to Linnaeus or to the system of of taxonomic classification that he pro-
posed.
11. Regional and archaic.
12. Having had the bones removed.
13. The United Nations agency concerned with civil aviation.
14. A fraudulent business scheme.
22. The Jewish rite of circumcision performed on a male child on the eighth day of his
life.
25. An ore of boron consisting of hydrated sodium borate.
27. A narrow thin strip of wood used as backing for plaster or to make latticework.
28. Tropical trees having papery leaves and large fruit.
30. A percussion instrument consisting of a pair of hollow pieces of wood or bone (usu-
ally held between the thumb and fingers) that are made to click together (as by Spanish
dancers) in rhythm with the dance.
31. Lake in northwestern Russia near the border with Finland.
32. A small constellation in the northern hemisphere near Cygnus and Draco.
34. Closed with a lace.
35. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
38. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a skewer usually with vegetables.
41. A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and the Ivory Coast.
46. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in bauxite.
47. Offering fun and gaiety.
50. Panel forming the lower part of an interior wall when it is finished differently from
the rest.
52. A unit of information equal to 1024 bytes.
53. Greek mythology.
57. Any of several plants of the genus Camassia.
59. Constituting or having to do with or suggestive of a literary epic.
60. (Zoroastrianism) Title for benevolent deities.
61. A summary that repeats the substance of a longer discussion.
62. Relating to or near the ulna.
64. Any of several tall tropical palms native to southeastern Asia having egg-shaped
nuts.
65. Filled with a great quantity.
67. A blue dye obtained from plants or made synthetically.
68. A member of the North American Indian people of Arizona and adjacent Mexico and
California.
69. 100 sene equal 1 tala.
73. The month following February and preceding April.
74. Extremely pleasing.
77. Being one more than fifty.
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LAS VEGAS: Ronda Rousey climbed on the scale and
glared into the distance while the crowd roared.
Moments later, she directed that withering gaze at
UFC bantamweight champion Amanda Nunes, who
stared right back. Rousey then left the stage at T-
Mobile Arena on Thursday without a word to Nunes
or the thousands of fans gathered largely to support
her at the weigh-in on the eve of UFC 207.

Rousey (12-1) was arguably the most dominant
mixed martial arts fighter in the young sport’s history
until she lost her belt 13 months ago in a stunning
knockout. After devoting a year to getting back on
top, Rousey is determined to earn her redemption
Friday night with her skills, not her words.

Her comeback fight against Nunes (13-4) is the
main event in the UFC’s traditional end-of-the year
show in its hometown, and few events in the promo-
tion’s blockbuster 2016 have been more anticipated.

Nobody is certain which Rousey will show up in
the cage. Will it be the confident judo genius who
thrashed a series of overmatched opponents while
blazing a trail into the mainstream for women’s MMA

and the UFC in general?
Or will it be the shaky, distracted veteran who

stumbled, flailed and eventually got stopped by
Holly Holm’s head kick in Australia last year?

“I’m not sure how it’s going to be, but she could
do a lot of things,” Nunes said. “Nobody knows, but I
know I’m going to be ready. We will see about her.”

Just don’t ask Rousey what she thinks. She has
largely refused to promote her fight, even declining
to speak to the UFC’s broadcast team after stepping
on the scale. The UFC reluctantly agreed to Rousey’s
media blackout, realizing it could cost the promotion
untold numbers of pay-per-view buys.

“It’s definitely not ideal,” UFC President Dana
White said of Rousey’s decision. “It’s what she asked
for.” Instead, Rousey expressed her thanks in an
Instagram post moments after the weigh-in.

“Looking forward to proving you all right tomor-
row,” Rousey said. “It’s going to be the happiest New
Year ever.” Rousey has a nascent acting career and
innumerable endorsements, but her celebrity still
hasn’t outstripped her athletic accomplishments, as

it did for fellow women’s MMA trailblazer Gina
Carano. Rousey could have walked away from the
sport already, but the Olympic medalist’s willingness
to return underlines her determination to get back
on top. The women’s bantamweight belt has
changed hands three times in the last 13 months,
and nobody has successfully defended it. Holm lost
the belt when Miesha Tate choked her unconscious
in March, and Tate lost the title when Nunes brutal-
ized her at UFC 200 in July. Holm is now a feather-
weight, and Tate has retired. Nunes is getting her
career-defining shot at Rousey, whose status as one
of the world’s most famous female athletes has
scarcely waned despite her decision to take a year off
from competition.

Rousey clearly doesn’t scare Nunes, even though
the champ has three career losses to fighters who
were beaten easily by Rousey. “This is what I’ve been
waiting for,” said Nunes, who has won four straight
fights. “Everything I work for comes down to this. I
don’t know what’s going on with Ronda, but I know
I’m ready.”— AP

PARIS: Sergio Parisse has been a stal-
wart for Stade Francais, an ever-present
since his arrival in Paris in 2005.

But the Italy captain, an inspirational
No 8, finds his Stade team floundering
this season, 11th in the Top 14, with a
new coach in Greg Cooper in place of
Gonzalo Quesada and the announced
departure of several senior players at
season’s end. It is certainly a time of flux
for the club based in the shadow of the
Parc des Princes at their state-of-the-art
Stade Jean-Bouin, with the likes of
Rabah Slimani, Hugo Bonneval and
Rapahael Lakafia all heading off for pas-
tures new next year.

“I ask myself questions,” Parisse told
L’Equipe newspaper when asked
whether he was worried for the future of
the club. “It’s why I asked to meet (own-
er) Thomas Savare and his father Jean-
Pierre to better understand the club’s
project and get some replies.”

Parisse has always been known as a
fierce competitor, notably when win-
ning 121 caps for an Italian national side
that has for long times struggled.

“I’m 33 years of age, I’ve extended my

contract until 2020, I could say to myself
‘I’ll finish my career quietly’. But it’s not
my philosophy. I’m not mediocre, but a
competitor, I want to win.

“I want to know what the club’s real
ambitions are for the coming years.”
Parisse added that he hoped to end his
career at Stade-”No one loves this club
more than me”, but insisted that there
had to be a core of senior players to lead
the squad.

“The squad’s been shuffled but it has-
n’t exploded, that’s the most important
thing,” the Argentinian-born player told
L’Equipe. Parisse admitted that the
club’s next three games, starting with a
home match against Brive today, and
followed by Toulouse and Grenoble,
would be the “turning point of the sea-
son”. “After my neck injury and suspen-
sion, I don’t really have the feeling of
having started the season. I can’t wait to
string a few games together.”

Ex-All Black Cooper, capped seven
times by New Zealand and who arrived
at Stade at the season’s start as backs
coach before being named in the head
job for next season, said he was not

“panicked” by the loss of senior players
from his squad.

“New Zealand lost a few players after
the World Cup and have continued to
build,” he argued. “I have big respect for
the players who’ll leave, but we have to
replace good people with the like. “We
have a good structure to play rugby, a
good environment. We have a strong
personality, I’m not in a state of panic.”

Top 14 leaders Clermont, who
thumped Stade Francais 46-10 last time
out, travel today to Toulouse, who this
week signed All Black prop Charlie
Faumuina for the start of the next
European season.

But Clermont will be without four big
names, France internationals Camille
Lopez, Damien Chouly, Scott Spedding
and Noa Nakaitaci all handed an extra
week’s holiday. Prop Aaron Jarvis, winger
David Strettle and flanker Julien Bardy
are also all out, injured. Second-placed
Montpellier are away at Pau while La
Rochelle, in third, entertain Grenoble
tomorrow. The final game of the week-
end pitches Toulon against Racing 92 in
a battle for fourth spot. — AFP

Ronda Rousey returns to reclaim belt at UFC 207

ASUNCION: Stephane Peterhansel targets a 13th Dakar title
next month, describing the gruelling 2017 rally as the most
intense he has faced and fearing the physical effects of racing
at South America’s punishing high altitudes.

The 51-year-old Frenchman clinched his sixth win on four
wheels in this year’s event to add to six motorcycle triumphs
since his debut back in 1988 when the famed race was still
held in Africa. But when the 39th running of the Dakar starts
in Paraguay on Monday, many in the field will be happy just to
negotiate the six days spent at 3,000 metres or more above
sea level. “We all fear a little the time spent at altitude. I fear
for the teams, the staff, mechanics,” said Peterhansel, who
won the 2016 event in a Peugeot after wins in 2004, 2005 and
2007 with Mitsubishi and 2012 and 2013 victories behind the
wheel of a Mini. “Last year there were cases when mechanics
didn’t feel well. This is going to be the most intense Dakar we
have done in South America.”

The 9,000km race will  start in Paraguay, cross into
Argentina, negotiate the Andes in Bolivia before returning to
Argentina and a finish at Buenos Aires on January 14.

The only scheduled rest day on January 8 will be spent in the
Bolivian capital of La Paz at a lung-busting 3,500m above sea lev-
el. While on the Bolivian Altiplano, five stages will be raced with a
maximum altitude of 4,500m reached. “The route of the 2017
Dakar preserves the rally-raid traditions, with a physical challenge
that will push the competitors into the world of extreme
endurance,” said Dakar race sporting director Marc Coma, himself
a five-time winner of the motorcycle title. There will be six stages
of more than 400km, dune crossing and driving in sand, especial-
ly on the sections of the route still unknown to rally-raid regulars
or during the all-important “Super Belen” stage, three days from
the finish line in Buenos Aires. — AFP

Parisse hoping to lead 
Stade out of doldrums

Sergio Parisse

Peterhansel seeks 
breathing space 

in Dakar high life

LUQUE: A worker mans the entrance to a Dakar Rally tech-
nical checkpoint in Luque, Paraguay, Wednesday.
Paraguay is one of three South American hosting the 2017
Dakar Rally with the first stage beginning today, in
Asuncion. —AP
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BRISBANE: Spanish great Rafael Nadal
will be hoping the season-opening
Brisbane International gives him the
chance to kick-start his career following
an injury-plagued 2016.

The 30-year-old has won 14 Grand
Slam s ingles  t i t les  in  a  gl i t ter ing
career, the last coming at the French
Open in 2014.

But his 2016 campaign was ruined by
a wrist injury that forced him out of
Roland Garros after the second round
and saw him miss Wimbledon.

He then lost to Frenchman Lucas
Pouille in the fourth round of the US
Open and slipped to number nine in
the world rankings at year end. But
the Spaniard says he is fit again and

insists  he can st i l l  chal lenge for a
Grand Slam title.

“My idea is to stay here for a few
more years and I feel enough motiva-
tion to be here,” Nadal said after beat-
ing Tomas Berdych of the Czech
Republic 6-0,  6-4 at the Mubadala
World Tennis Championship exhibition
tournament in Abu Dhabi.

“I believe that I can compete for
important things in the next three
years.”

Nadal will be making his first appear-
ance at the Brisbane International, a
major lead-up tournament to the
Australian Open, and one that boasts a
high-class field.

“I’m ready to play in Brisbane-I hope

to be 100 per cent ready to play at a
good level,” he said.

“I feel I’m healthy enough, and I’m
very excited to be coming to Brisbane
for the first time in my life. I’m working
hard enough to be competitive.  That’s
my main thing, to be competitive.

“I need a little luck at the beginning
and to play matches, because I haven’t
played much for the last four months.”

Nadal will be the fifth seed in
Brisbane, behind world number three
and defending champion Milos Raonic
of Canada, Switzerland’s three-time
Grand Slam winner Stan Wawrinka,
Japan’s Kei Nishikori and rising Austrian
star Dominic Thiem.

The top eight seeds are rounded out
by Nadal’s fellow Spaniard David Ferrer,
and French duo Pouille and Gilles Simon.

The women’s draw is headed by
Germany’s Angelique Kerber, who won
the Australian and US Opens in 2016 and
finished runner-up at Wimbledon on her
way to taking over from Serena Williams
as world number one.

Kerber began her 2016 season in
Brisbane where she reached the final,
going down to Victoria Azarenka. “It is
the best way to start the summer of ten-
nis in Australia,” Kerber said.

“For me, Brisbane kick-started the
best season of my career this year.  “You
have to play tournaments that will pre-
pare you for the big moments, which for
me, was winning the Australian Open
and going on to be the number one
player in the world.”

Dominika Cibulkova is seeded second
and will head into the tournament full of
confidence after beating Kerber to win
the WTA Finals in Singapore in late
October, the biggest win of the
Slovakian’s career.

The Czech Republic’s Karolina
Pliskova is third seed while Spain’s 2016
French Open champion Garbine
Muguruza is fourth. The tournament
begins at the Queensland Tennis Centre
on New Year’s Day. — AFP

Nadal to kick-start
2017 in Brisbane

Serena Williams gets
engaged to Reddit

co-founder Ohanian 
NEW YORK: World number two tennis player Serena Williams
has become engaged to Alexis Ohanian, co-founder of the
social media company Reddit.

“Down on 1 knee. He said four words. And/r/isaidyes,” the
35-year-old American said on the social media site on
Thursday. “I came home. A little late. Someone had a bag
packed for me. And a carriage awaited. Destination: Rome ...
back to where our stars first collided.” The New York-born
Ohanian, 33, confirmed the news on his Facebook page, writ-
ing: “She said yes”.

Williams is the best player of her generation. She has won
22 grand slam singles titles, the same as German Steffi Graf
and trailing only Australian Margaret Court (24).

Meanwhile, the newly-engaged Serena Williams touched
down in Auckland yesterday and quickly made her way to the
court to hit some balls ahead of the start of her 2017 season.

Alexis Ohanian, co-founder of the social media company
Reddit, who accompanied her to New Zealand for the ASB
Classic which starts on Thursday.

American Williams, 35, is top seed for the tournament, a
warm-up event for the Australian Open grand slam later in
January, and she was whisked through a crowded airport,
telling reporters she was excited to be in New Zealand for the
first time.  “It’s fun to go to new places,” the world number
two said. Serena’s older sister Venus is also competing in
Auckland, an event she won in 2015, and said she was
delighted to hear about her sibling’s engagement.

Serena said it was unlikely the duo, who have won 14
grand slam doubles titles together, would team up to play
in New Zealand.  “Probably not. I wish, we will see,” Serena
said.  — Agencies

AUCKLAND: United States’ Venus Williams, center, is
escorted to a car on her arrival at Auckland Airport in
New Zealand, yesterday. Williams is in New Zealand for
the ASB Classic tennis tournament which starts on
Monday. —AP

PERTH: Roger Federer makes his long-awaited
return to tennis after six months out with a knee
injury in today’s mixed teams Hopman Cup in Perth
ahead of next month’s Australian Open.

The Swiss 17-time Grand Slam champion has not
played a match since July when he tumbled during
the final set of a loss to Milos Raonic in the semi-finals
at Wimbledon.   

Federer, 35, had surgery for the first time in his
career on his left knee in February and after the
Wimbledon set-back he did not finish the season,
missing out on the US Open and Rio Olympics.

During his time out of the game Andy Murray and
Novak Djokovic fought out the world No.1 ranking
and his Swiss compatriot Stan Wawrinka won the US
Open.

Federer makes his return with his world ranking
down to 16, his lowest since 2001. The Swiss legend,
who will partner with Belinda Bencic, said he was
looking to ease his way back before the start of the
Australian Open in Melbourne on January 16. 

“I’m really positive about how I’m feeling right
now, and practice is going well,” said Federer, who
was watched by 5,000 fans at a practice session in
Perth on Thursday.

“Expectations are low because I don’t have the
matches yet and it’s going to be best-of-five from the
get-go at the Australian Open.

“I’m happy I’ve got the Hopman Cup and I’ve got
my three matches there to ease my way in.”

Nick Kyrgios also makes his return in the Hopman
Cup, but from a playing ban, after his spectacular
meltdown at the Shanghai Masters in October result-
ed in an initial eight-week suspension.

A condition of the ATP reducing the ban to three
weeks meant the controversial 21-year-old had to
consult a sports psychologist to prepare him for the
new season.

Kyrgios, who will partner with Daria Gavrilova in
the Australian team, said he was now focusing on
better managing his schedule and time.

“The added media interest is never easy and it’s

something that I haven’t fully got my head around or
got used to, but what can I do?” Kyrgios said.

“As far as how I’ll deal with it, I’ll just keep my head
down and go about my business as I have done the
past few Aussie summers.”

Dual Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova had
pulled out of the Hopman Cup before she was knifed
by a home intruder this month and required surgery
on her racquet hand.

Kvitova will be out for six months and has been
replaced in Perth by three-time doubles Grand Slam
champion Lucie Hradecka, who partners with Adam
Pavlasek in the Czech team.

Alexander Zverev, who teams up with Andrea
Petkovic for Germany, says he is looking forward to
his matches against Federer and Frenchman Richard
Gasquet in his pool.

“It’s been a great event to start the year off. It
gives you a big advantage playing a few matches
here,” said Zverev, whose ranking has soared from 83
at the start of the year to a current 24. — AFP

Federer launches injury comeback at Hopman Cup

BRISBANE: This file photo taken on January 26, 2014 shows Spain’s Rafael
Nadal playing a shot against Switzerland’s Stanislas Wawrinka during the
men’s singles final at the 2014 Australian Open tennis tournament in
Melbourne. Spanish great Nadal will be hoping the season-opening Brisbane
International gives him the chance to kick-start his career following an injury-
plagued 2016. — AFP



S P O R T S
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2016

WINNIPEG: The Columbus Blue Jackets
won their 14th successive game by down-
ing the Winnipeg Jets. Nick Foligno led
the way with a goal  and two assists .
Sergei Bobrovsky won his league-best
23rd game in stopping 31 of 34 shots he
faced. Columbus are now 25-5-4 and on
top of the NHL standings thanks to the
streak, which have seen them go 15-0-1
over their past 16 games. The Blue Jackets
have not lost since a Nov. 26 shootout
loss to Florida. Their last regulation loss
came on Nov. 23 against Calgary.

WILD 6, ISLANDERS 4
Minnesota  extended i ts  winning

streak to 12 games with a 6-4 win over
the New York Islanders. Wild forward
Nino Niederreiter fired a shot that pin-
balled off Erik Haula’s left leg, then right
leg,  then past  goal ie  Jean-Francois
Berube and into  the net  to  put
Minnesota up 5-4 with 9:30 remaining.
Mikael Granlund’s empty-net goal with
1:41  to  play  sealed the Wi ld ’s  12th
straight victory, which extends a fran-
chise record for longest winning streak.

BLACKHAWKS 3, PREDATORS 2
Patrick Kane’s 700th career point, a

tie-breaking goal at 14:48 of the third
period, lifted the Chicago Blackhawks to
a 3-2 win over the Nashville Predators.
Kane ripped a wrist shot from the face-
off circle by Pekka Rinne for his 11th
goal of the season, enabling Chicago to
snap a season-high three-game losing
streak. Corey Crawford made 36 saves
for the Blackhawks, while Rinne stopped
20 shots.

BRUINS 4, SABRES 2
Ryan Spooner scored with 3:53 remain-

ing then added an empty net goal with
less than a minute left to lead the Boston
Bruins to a win over the Buffalo Sabres.
Krejci and Patrice Bergeron also scored for
the Bruins, who overcame an early 2-0
deficit. Tuukka Rask made 31 saves. Marcus
Foligno and Kyle Okposo scored for the
Sabres, while Robin Lehner made 34 saves.

CANADIENS 3, PANTHERS 2 (OT)
Phillip Danault scored a breakaway

goal 39 seconds into overtime as the
Montreal Canadiens rallied to beat the
Florida Panthers.  Max Pacioretty and
Brendan Gallagher scored for Montreal
whi le  Alexander  Radulov ,  Nathan
Beaul ieu,  Danault  and Pacioretty
recordedassists. Goaltender Al Montoya
posted 31 saves .  Jason Demers  and
Vincent Trocheck scored for Florida. Jussi

Jokinen,  Jonathan Marchessault  and
Keith  Yandle  had ass ists  and James
Reimer made 38 saves for the Panthers.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, LIGHTNING 2 (OT)
The Toronto Maple Leafs won their

fourth consecutive road game with an
overtime power-play goal on a rebound
by Nazem Kadri with 1:23 left for a 3-2
win over  the  Tampa Bay  L ightning.
Tampa Bay goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy
stopped 32 shots ,  whi le  Toronto’s
Antonie Bibeau made 25 saves.

RED WINGS 3, SENATORS 2 (OT)
Anthony Mantha scored at 1:07 of

overtime to give the Detroit Red Wings a
3-2 victory over the Ottawa Senators.
Thomas Vanek and Tomas Tatar  also
scored for the Red Wings, while Derick
Brassard and Mark Stone scored for the
Senators. Rookie Jared Coreau earned
the win, stopping 26 shots. Mike Condon
made 25 saves for Ottawa.

DEVILS 2, CAPITALS 1 (SO)
Keith Kinkaid stopped 43 shots, while

Michael Cammalleri and Jacob Josefson
scored shootout  goals  as  the Devi ls
defeated the Washington Capitals. The
Devils scored on both their shootout
attempts  on Braden Holtby  whi le
Kinkaid, spectacular all game, stopped
shots  f rom T .J .  Oshie  and Evgeny
Kuznetsov.

STARS 4, AVALANCHE 2
Tyler Seguin had two goals and an

assist and Jamie Benn added two assists
to lead the Dallas Stars to a win against

the Colorado Avalanche. Devin Shore
and Jamie Oleksiak also scored for Dallas.
Colorado got goals from Matt Duchene
and Mikhail  Grigorenko, while Tyson
Barrie made two assists.

OILERS 3, KINGS 1
Defenseman Eric Gryba scored his first

goal of the season, and sixth of his five-
season NHL career,  as the Edmonton
Oilers beat the Los Angeles Kings 3-1.
Gryba became the unlikely hero at 6:58
of the third period.  With the score tied
1-1,  he f lew in off  the point to bat a
rebound out of the air and into the goal.
Edmonton’s Cam Talbot made 28 saves.

DUCKS 3, FLAMES 1
Jakob Silfverberg and Rickard Rakell

scored third-period goals to lead the
Anaheim Ducks to a 3-1 win over the
Calgary Flames. Silfverberg fired a shot
into the top corner, past Calgary goalie
Chad Johnson at 5:37 of the third before
Rakell notched Anaheim’s second power-
play goal of the game at 8:30. Antoine
Vermette had a goal and an assist for the
Ducks, while Ryan Kesler chipped in with
two assists.

RANGERS 6, COYOTES 3
Matt Puempel recorded his first career

hat-trick as New York scored four power-
play goals in seven opportunities to beat
the Coyotes. New York also got goals
from Nick Holden, Chris Kreider and J.T.
Miller and 19 saves from Antti Raanta.
Christian Dvorak, Anthony Duclair and
Tobias Rieder scored for Arizona, who
got 26 saves from Mike Smith. —Reuters

Blue Jackets get 14th straight victory by beating Jets

OTTAWA: Jared Coreau #31 of the Detroit Red Wings makes a glove save against Chris Kelly #22 of the Ottawa Senators as Frans Nielsen
#51 of the Detroit Red Wings looks on at Canadian Tire Centre on Thursday in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.   — AFP

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
Chicago 23 10 5 106 91 51   
Minnesota 23 8 4 111 72 50   
St. Louis 19 12 5 104 106 43   
Dallas 16 14 7 96 110 39   
Winnipeg 17 18 3 101 111 37   
Nashville 15 14 6 98 100 36   
Colorado 12 22 1 72 116 25   

PACIFIC DIVISION
San Jose 22 12 1 90 77 45   
Edmonton 19 12 6 108 98 44   
Anaheim 18 12 7 101 103 43   
Calgary 19 17 2 101 109 40   
Los Angeles 17 15 4 89  89 38   
Vancouver 15 18 3 88 110 33   
Arizona 11 20 5 80 117 27   

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

Montreal 22 9 5   110 82 49   

Ottawa 20 12 4 93 96 44   

Boston 19 15 4 92 93 42   

Tampa Bay 18 15 4 106 104 40   

Toronto 16 12 7 103 99 39   

Florida 15 14 8 89 103 38   

Detroit 16 16 4 89 102 36   

Buffalo 13 14 8 77 98 34   

METROPOLITAN DIVISION

Columbus 25 5 4 119 71 54   

Pittsburgh 24 8 5 129 104 53   

NY Rangers 25 12 1 129 95 51   

Washington 20 9 5 91 75 45   

Philadelphia 20 13 4 113 114 44   

Carolina 15 12 7 90 93 37   

New Jersey 14 15 7 84 108 35   

NY Islanders 14 15 6   98 111 34   

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point

in the standings and are not included in the loss

column (L).

NHL results/standings

Anaheim 3, Calgary 1; Edmonton 3, Los Angeles 1; NY Rangers 6, Arizona 3; Dallas 4, Colorado 2; Chicago 3,
Nashville 2; Minnesota 6, NY Islanders 4; Columbus 5, Winnipeg 3; Detroit 3, Ottawa 2 (OT); Toronto 3,
Tampa Bay 2 (OT); Montreal 3, Florida 2 (OT); Boston 4, Buffalo 2; New Jersey 2, Washington 1 (SO).
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MELBOURNE:  Mitchell Starc shone with bat and ball as
Australia dismissed Pakistan for 163 to secure an innings and
18-run victory in the second Test yesterday, the win giving the
hosts an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match series.

Lanky left-arm paceman Starc smashed 84 with the bat,
including a record seven sixes at the Melbourne Cricket

Ground, then tore through Pakistan’s tail with 4-36 as
Australia’s bowlers snatched an unlikely win from a rain-
blighted match.

Pakistan’s capitulation left their captain heart-broken and
after falling for a second-ball duck with a rash sweep-shot, 42-
year-old veteran Misbah-ul-Haq said he would consider retir-
ing before the series finale in Sydney.

For home captain and man of the match Steve Smith, it
was a golden day as he smashed an unbeaten 165 in the
morning session and watched Pakistan disintegrate on a sun-
bathed afternoon.

After declaring Australia’s first innings at 624 for eight just
before lunch, Smith gave his bowlers 68 overs to run through
the tourists.

In the end, they needed only 53.2 overs of the quota as
Pakistan’s demise hastened against the reversing ball
after tea.

“I said to the boys that cricket’s a funny game and anything
can happen,” Smith told reporters of his morning address to
his team.

“I thought Starcy was incredible.
“(It’s) pretty surreal to have now wrapped up the series. We

have got a lot of belief in the guys around. The guys are doing
the hard yards to improve every day.”

Pakistan lost the first test in Brisbane by 39 runs but won
admiration for their dogged fourth innings resistance, when
they put an Australian record total of 450 on the board.

Much of that acclaim evaporated on Friday as their sham-
bolic batting followed an equally abysmal effort in the field in
the morning.

LYON ROARS
Pakistan’s 52-year wait for a maiden series win in Australia

goes on and they have now lost four matches in succession.
“It was sheer pressure, I think,” a downcast Misbah said of

his team’s surrender.
“In the second innings, (Australia) bowled good, really

well... I think we should take the blame as a batting unit.”
Australia spinner Nathan Lyon shrugged off recent form

woes to bowl his best spell of the series, capturing three wick-
ets in the middle session, two of them in three balls to remove
stalwarts Younus Khan (24) and Misbah.

Rookie batsman Peter Handscomb was outstanding at
short leg, clutching two tough chances to remove Younus and
Asad Shafiq for 16.

Pakistan went to tea on a shaky 91-5 and three overs after
the break, seamer Josh Hazlewood trapped Azhar Ali,
Pakistan’s last specialist batsman, lbw for 43.

Paceman Jackson Bird bowled Mohammad Amir for 11 and
a sizzling Starc inswinger accounted for wicketkeeper Sarfraz
Ahmed for 43, cleaned up through the gate. — Reuters

Starc brilliance earns 

Australia series victory

MELBOURNE: Pakistan batsman Misbah-ul-Haq (R) sweeps a ball only to be caught as Australia’s David Warner (L)
and Matthew Wade (C) look on the final day of the second cricket Test match in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

Dominant South

Africa crush

S Lanka in opener 
PORT ELIZABETH:  South Africa’s bowlers needed a little
more than an hour of the final day’s play to dismiss Sri Lanka
for 281 in their second innings and claim a 206-run victory in
the first test yesterday.

Kyle Abbott struck twice and Vernon Philander, Kagiso
Rabada and spinner Keshav Maharaj mopped up the tail to
complete a comprehensive victory for the hosts at St
George’s Park and conclude a satisfactory start to the three-
match series.

“We had to toil hard for this one but the bowlers got great
benefit today from all the hard work they put in,” winning
captain Faf du Plessis told reporters.

South Africa took the last five wickets for just 41 runs. “We
expected we would need to work hard to get all their 10 wick-
ets but our seam attack has proven itself and we have been
playing some really good cricket lately,” he added.

Sri Lanka had displayed dogged resistance on Thursday
after being set a mammoth target of 488 early on the fourth
day and stymied South Africa’s hopes of wrapping up the
result with a day to spare.

A day of toil for the home attack produced just five wickets
but by stumps, captain Angelo Mathews and Dhananjaya de
Silva were the last recognised batsmen for Sri Lanka and
needed to dig in on Friday to give their side any chance of sal-
vaging a draw.

However, Mathews departed in the third over of the day,
trapped leg before wicket by Abbott for 59 and then De Silva
followed four overs later in similar fashion for 22.

Philander had to change direction on his follow through
but made good ground to snatch a one-handed catch to
remove Rangana Herath for three off his own bowling.

Rabada then sent Dushmantha Chameera back without
scoring with a searing delivery that took a healthy edge.
Nuwan Pradeep was the last wicket to fall, bowled by Maharaj
for four, leaving Suranga Lakmal unbeaten on 19.

“I thought we could have batted a lot better. We played
some terrible shots today and that was our downfall,”
Mathews said. “We need to get more runs on the board for
our bowlers to bowl at in the next tests.”

South Africa, who won the toss and opted to bat, amassed
286 in their first innings and Sri Lanka scored 205 in reply.
South Africa’s second innings was declared on 406 for six.

Both teams have little time to recover before the second
test at Newlands in Cape Town begins on Monday.— ReutersAustralia first innings (465-6 overnight)

M. Renshaw b Yasir Shah 10
D. Warner c Sarfraz b Riaz 144
U. Khawaja c Sarfraz b Riaz 97
S. Smith not out 165
P. Handscomb c Sami b Sohail 54
N. Maddinson b Yasir Shah 22
M. Wade c Shafiq b Sohail 9
M. Starc c Shafiq b Sohail 84
N. Lyon c and b Shah 12
Extras (b1, lb12, w1, nb13) 27
Total (8 wickets dec, 142 overs) 624
Fall of wickets: 1-46 (Renshaw), 2-244 (Warner), 3-282 (Khawaja),
4-374 
(Handscomb), 5-433 (Maddinson), 6-454 (Wade), 7-608 (Starc), 8-
624 (Lyon)
Did not bat: J. Hazlewood, J. Bird.
Bowling: Amir 33-6-91-0 (1nb 1w), Sohail 31-7-131-3, Y. Shah 41-
2-207-3, 
Riaz 32-5-147-2 (12nb), Azhar 5-0-35-0
Pakistan second innings
S. Aslam b Hazlewood 2
A. Ali lbw b Hazlewood 43
B. Azam lbw b Starc 3
Y. Khan c Handscomb b Lyon 24
M. Ul-Haq c Maddinson b Lyon 0
A. Shafiq c Handscomb b Lyon 16
S. Ahmed b Starc 43
M. Amir b Bird 11
S. Khan not out 10
W. Riaz b Starc 0
Y. Shah c Bird b Starc 0
Extras (b4, lb5, nb2) 11
Total (all out, 53.2 overs) 163
Fall of wickets: 1-3 (Aslam), 2-6 (Azam), 3-63 (Younis), 4-63
(Misbah), 
5-89 (Shafiq), 6-101 (Azhar), 7-143 (Amir), 8-153 (Sarfraz), 9-159
(Riaz), 
10-163 (Shah)
Bowling: Starc 15.2-4-36-4, Hazlewood 13-3-39-2, Bird 11-2-46-1
(2nb), Lyon 
14-4-33-3 
Result: Australia won by an innings and 18 runs.

SCOREBOARD
MELBOURNE: Scoreboard after the final day of the second Test
between Australia and Pakistan at the Melbourne Cricket Ground
yesterday:
Pakistan first innings 443-9 dec (A. Ali 205 not out, S. Khan 65; J. 
Hazlewood 3-50, J. Bird 3-113)

South Africa, first innings, 286
Sri Lanka, first innings, 205
South Africa, second innings, 406-6 declared

Sri Lanka, second innings
(overnight 240-5)
D. Karunaratne run out (Duminy) 43
K. Silva lbw b Rabada 48
K. Perera c De Kock b Maharaj 6
K. Mendis c De Kock b Rabada 58
A. Mathews lbw b Abbott 59
D. Chandimal c Rabada b Maharaj 8
D. de Silva lbw b Abbott 22
R. Herath c and b Philander 3
D. Chameera c De Kock b Rabada 0
S. Lakmal not out 19
N. Pradeep b Maharaj 4
Extras (b4, lb3, nb1, w3) 11
Total (96.3 overs) 281
Fall of wickets: 1-87 (Karunaratne), 2-93 (Perera), 3-118 (Silva),
4-193 
(Mendis), 5-225 (Chandimal), 6-246 (Mathews), 7-258 (De
Silva), 8-258 (Herath), 
9-274 (Chameera)
Bowling: Philander 22-5-65-1, Abbott 20-6-38-2 (2w), Rabada
21-4-77-3 (1nb, 
1w), Maharaj 30.3-7-86-3, Duminy 3-0-8-0
Result: South Africa won by 206 runs.

SCOREBOARD
PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa: Final scores on the fifth day
of the first Test between South Africa and Sri Lanka at St
George’s Park yesterday.



GLASGOW: Celtic captain Scott Brown
admits it would not be a disaster if his
side lost to Rangers in the Old Firm der-
by today.

The Hoops have a massive 16-point
lead over the Gers going into the New
Year’s Eve showdown at Ibrox and still
have a game in hand over their rivals.

Celtic are unbeaten in 23 domestic
games under Brendan Rodgers and are
aiming to cap off a remarkable first half
of the season with victory at Ibrox,
which would be their 15th consecutive
win in the league.

“We’ve got to try and continue our
undefeated run for as long as we possi-
bly can, but it wouldn’t be the end of
the world,” Brown said when asked if a
defeat would take the shine off Celtic’s
start to the season.

“We are a few points clear and we’ve
got to go there and enjoy the occasion.”

It has been four years since a Celtic
side visited Ibrox on league duty after
Rangers’ financial meltdown in 2012
resulted in them being forced to start
again in the lower leagues of Scottish
football.

Celtic thrashed Rangers 5-1 at Celtic
Park back in August, but Brown expects
a sterner challenge on the Gers’ home
territory.

“It’s always going to be hard going to
Ibrox, no matter how many points you
are clear or if you’re chasing,” the Celtic
captain said.

“It’s always a hard place to go, but we
have to go there and believe in our own
ability and try to play our own game.

“There’s lots of pressure on them.
We’re a few points clear, but you still
want to go there and get the three
points and have a good performance.”

Brown has been warned against
complacency by Celtic legend Murdo
MacLeod, who won five league titles,
two Scottish Cups and one League

Cup in his nine years at Celtic from
1978 to 1987.

NO INCENTIVE NEEDED 
MacLeod then returned as assistant

manager to Wim Jansen in the 1997-98
season to help Celtic stop Rangers win-
ning a 10th title in a row.

“Celtic may be the favourites just
now, but such are the nature of Old Firm
games that you never underestimate
the opposition,” MacLeod told AFP.

“It’s always going to be tough when
you go to Ibrox, especially for the Celtic
team this week. They’ll be looking at this
game knowing fine well that they’re on

a fantastic run of victories right now.
“But anything can happen on

Saturday. If they can get all three points,
it lets everyone know how strong they
are.”

Rangers had been in their best form
of the season with four successive wins
before they were held to a 1-1 draw by
St Johnstone on Wednesday.

It saw them fall even further behind
Celtic, who look well on course to claim-
ing a sixth consecutive title.

But Rangers striker Martyn Waghorn
says he and his team-mates do not need
any extra motivation for an Old Firm
derby. — AFP
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Scott Brown

Defeat not a disaster 
for Celtic, says Brown

Referee Clattenburg opens
up on coping with errors

LONDON: In the hours and even days after blowing the final
whistle, Mark Clattenburg endures hidden anguish as the
decisions made during 90 minutes of refereeing whirl
through his mind.

“If I make a mistake, it beats me up,” Clattenburg told The
Associated Press during a rare interview. “It’s about being
able to cope with you being wrong. I suppose that is some-
thing I struggled with in the early part of my career where I
couldn’t park it and soon I’d make another mistake, another
mistake and another mistake.”

Rarely is there public praise - only intense scrutiny of any
mistakes - for soccer’s top referees, particularly when you have
overseen football’s biggest finals in 2016 like Clattenburg and
become as well known as the stars of the game.

It doesn’t take long for Clattenburg to become aware after
matches when he has erred in the heat of the moment with
millions watching worldwide. The social media backlash and
managerial outbursts against referees are inevitable. Even if
Clattenburg tried to blank out such public criticism, there are
the private messages received on his phone with critiques
from assessors flagging up mistakes.

“You have some video clips sent to you on your phone (in
the Premier League) or in Europe you have comments on your
mobile phone after the match,” the 41-year-old Englishman
said. “You will know if you have done OK or not. Then you start
reflecting on what you could have done differently.  Nearly
every game you want to do something differently.”

Clattenburg, who was entrusted with the finals of the
Champions League, European Championship and FA Cup this
year, consults a psychologist. “The mental strength of referee-
ing now is probably one of the biggest things,” he said.

STRONG WILLED
Such candor is rare from English Premier League referees

who are usually prevented from speaking publicly. Instead,
fans make assumptions. “Some people have this perception
that I’m an arrogant person but, when you are on the pitch,
you have got to deal with these players differently than in life,”
Clattenburg said, adding he has matured during 12 years over-
seeing games in the Premier League after being named refer-
ee of the year at a ceremony in Dubai.

“I am strong willed now,” Clattenburg said. “I do what I
believe is correct. I’m a professional but I have to make sure
I apply my personality to the pitch because you have to
have personality and not robots. Players want a little bit of
personality.”

Clattenburg reached the pinnacle of his profession the hard
way. He was fired by the Premier League referees’ body in
2009 over business dealings but won an appeal and was rein-
stated. In 2014, Chelsea accused Clattenburg of making a
racist remark toward midfielder John Obi Mikel and it took a
month for the authorities to clear the referee of wrongdoing.

“It was a tough moment in life and the pressures were
huge. It took me a little while to come back because I didn’t
know if I wanted to referee or not because I lost the love for
refereeing,” Clattenburg said.

The love was regained and Clattenburg feels stronger cop-
ing with pressure. And rather than just reflecting on the highs
of 2016, Clattenburg now opens up about where he went
wrong - starting with  — AP

LONDON: The Professional
Footballers’ Association (PFA) has
urged the English Football
Association to ban children under 10
heading balls amid growing fears of
brain injuries.

A new study from the University of
Stirling found heading a ball could
cause memory problems for 24 hours
and experts want to study the impli-
cations for younger players whose
brains are still developing.

At least 250 former footballers
have been diagnosed with serious
degenerative brain conditions in
recent years and PFA chief executive
Gordon Taylor says football’s govern-
ing body should consider following
the example of the United States,
where children 12 or younger are
already banned from heading.

“I think that has to be a serious
consideration. It is not a knee-jerk

reaction,”PFA chief executive Gordon
Taylor told the Daily Telegraph yes-
terday. “It would be a considered
reaction bearing in mind evidence
that has been coming through from
different sports and to a l imited
extent in football.

“There have been rule changes for
youngsters about pitches they play
on, about the numbers in the game,
about whether or not girls should be
involved with boys and up to what
age.  “It is very much in line with that.
We don’t want to put off the next
generation but we need to be very
mindful. The game needs to have a
duty of care to all its participants.”

Former West Bromwich Albion
and England star Jeff Astle died in
2002 from a brain trauma caused by
heading the heavy leather footballs
used when he played the 1960s and
1970s. — AFP

PFA wants FA to ban 
heading for Under-10s

SEVILLE: This is a Nov. 22, 2016 file photo of English refer-
ee Mark Clattenburg of Britain as he shows a yellow card
to Juventus’ Patrice Evra during the Group H Champions
League soccer match between Sevilla and Juventus at the
Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium in Seville, Spain. — AP



BUENOS AIRES: From the violent
streets of Buenos Aires’ notorious Fort
Apache, the son of an alcoholic mother
and without money to even buy a pair
of boots, Carlos Tevez is now football’s
biggest earner.

The fiery Argentine striker, who will
bank a mind-boggling 38 million euros
a year  with Chinese super club
Shanghai Shenhua, has come a long
way in his 32 years.

Abandoned by his parents, Tevez
was adopted by his uncle Segundo
Tevez who he quickly learned to call
‘papa’.

Thanks to Segundo,  the young
Tevez found a way out of the everyday
bloodshed which was a depressing
way of life for his neighbourhood, fam-
ily and friends.

On one occasion, his best pal was
gunned down and killed by a bullet in
the head in a shootout with police
following an armed robbery at a city
casino.

In November 1989, when Tevez was
just six, Norberto Propato, the coach of
the All Boys youth team, rang the bell of
Segundo’s home hoping to convince
him to allow his nephew to sign on at
the club’s football school.

Unfortunately, there was no money
to buy football boots.

Twelve years later, Tevez returned
from a training session at Boca Juniors
to find his beloved uncle, a low-paid
stonemason, had lost his job at a time of
economic crisis.  Struggling to feed their
five children, Segundo and his wife
often went without food themselves.

However, with Tevez making just
around $200 a month, there was always
a plate for the family’s great hope.

Tevez, the son of Juan Carlos Cabral
and Fabiana Martinez, has never forgot-
ten the gratitude he feels to Segundo
who gave him his name.

For Carlos Bianchi, the coach with
whom Tevez won most honours at Boca
Juniors, the secret of the player’s suc-
cess comes from his “pride and determi-
nation”.

“You have to see him run on the
pitch to understand. He was different
from the others, he fought for every ball
as if it was his last. He was always hun-

gry,” remembers Bianchi.
Tevez’s scars from his youth are phys-

ical as well as psychological-like the one
on his neck, the legacy of serious burns
from boiling water when he was just
nine months old.

The injury required a two-month stay
in hospital.

From Fort Apache, he adopted a
nickname of “The Apache”. He has also
been dubbed “the people’s player” and,
affectionately, “Carlitos”.  Despite the
great riches awaiting him in China,
Tevez has often appeared to snub mon-
ey, opting to allow his heart to rule his
head.

In 2015, he returned to Boca Juniors
from Juventus where he still had a year
to run on a lucrative contract with the
Italian giants.

At Boca, he was paid $2 million, a
salary far inferior to what he was getting

in Serie A as he ended a nine-year spell
in Europe where he had also appeared
for Manchester United, Manchester City
and West Ham.

Back in Argentina, Tevez divides his
time between the fashionable La Boca
area of Buenos Aires and his mansion in
the elite quarter of San Isidro.

The man born into a world of grind-
ing poverty and gun battles, now buys
homes for his family.

A keen golf player, he also cannot
resist luxury cars while discreetly donat-
ing huge sums to charitable organisa-
tions.

At Christmas, he married his child-
hood sweetheart, the mother of his
three children, at a lavish ceremony in
Uruguay.

However, in a grim reminder of his
troubled past, his home in Buenos Aires
was burgled while he was away. — AFP

LONDON: Arsene Wenger has labelled Chelsea as
‘super-favourites’ for the Premier League title after
watching the leaders close in on Arsenal’s record for
consecutive victories.

Antonio Conte’s side have opened up a six-point
lead at the top of the table thanks to a superb run of
12 successive wins. Chelsea have been perfect in the
league since a 3-0 defeat at Arsenal on September 24
led to a change in formation from Blues boss Conte.

The west Londoners can consolidate pole posi-
tion in this weekend’s clash with Stoke and Gunners
manager Wenger conceded yesterday they are firm
favourites to take the title. “At the moment Chelsea
are the super-favourites because they are quite big
and made a big difference,” Wenger said.

“But it is theirs to lose as we say here in England.
They can still lose it, at the moment they have won it

but they can still lose it. “It’s still a long way to go and
very difficult for everybody so the head-to-head
(matches) will have a vital importance.

“They have addressed their problems well. You
have to give credit to Conte to find a solution that
has balanced well his team.”

Arsenal won 13 consecutive Premier League
games on their way to the title in 2001-02, extending
the run to 14 the following campaign, but Wenger
says he would do nothing but congratulate Chelsea
if they match their single-season run.

“What they do is fantastic,” he added. “If they do
it,  it ’s absolutely marvellous because nobody
expected that. 

“At the start of the season, they had a little bit of a
dodgy start, but after, since they’ve changed their
system, they are on a run where the confidence plays

a big part. “If they do it, you can only say ‘well done’.
Record are there to be beaten and if somebody does
better than you, you have to acknowledge it and say
‘well done’.”

Wenger also denied Arsenal right-back Mathieu
Debuchy’s claim that he was blocked from joining
Manchester United last year and hardly speaks to his
fellow Frenchman. The 31-year-old has found himself
frozen out of the first-team picture at the Emirates
Stadium and spent the second half of last season on
loan at Bordeaux.

Debuchy has played only 16 minutes this season
for the Gunners and he was quoted this week as say-
ing he was denied the chance to move to United last
January.  “They have never made an offer for him. It’s
completely untrue. It’s sometimes surprising to hear
things like that,” he said. —AFP

Arsene Wenger makes Chelsea title favourites
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Tevez, from Fort Apache 
misery to mega-money

BUENOS AIRES: File photo taken on December 11, 2016 shows Boca
Juniors’ forward Carlos Tevez celebrating after scoring the team’s second
goal against River Plate during their Argentina First Division football
match at El Monumental stadium in Buenos Aires. Argentina’s former
Manchester United and Manchester City striker Carlos Tevez has signed for
Shanghai Shenhua in the latest big-money Chinese deal. — AFP

Liverpool need a leader to
end title drought: Hysen

STOCKHOLM: Liverpool need to find a leader and make
Anfield a fortress again to end their long title drought, for-
mer Reds defensive anchor Glenn Hysen said.

Hysen was part of the last Liverpool team to lift the
league trophy in 1990, and ahead of their New Year’s Eve
clash with Manchester City, he believes the title had
become a monkey on the backs of the current squad.

“I think it’s embedded in their minds - ‘you haven’t won
the league since 1990’ - and if you get that, it’s tough. But I
know that the whole town is optimistic,” he told Reuters.

Second-placed Liverpool trail league leaders Chelsea
by six points before today’s games. The Reds showed
character to come back from a goal down to thrash Stoke
City 4-1 on Tuesday, but Hysen believes they still lack the
general that could lead them to Premier League glory.

“They’re still missing a real leader in the middle, a
Steven Gerrard type. Guys like that don’t arrive every day.
Jordan Henderson is OK - he’s not the kind that dictates,
but he’s still young.”

Having dropped points to Bournemouth and West
Ham United recently, Hysen belives victory over City
will be necessary if Liverpool are to stay in touch with
the leaders.

“There’s a long way to go, but it’d be a damn good
thing if they beat City. The four points they dropped to
Bournemouth and West Ham...the league might be decid-
ed by four points. You have to take those points,” he said.

“If they beat City, it won’t decide the whole league, but
they’ll be in the picture.”

Hysen still attends five or six games a year at Anfield,
and says that the atmosphere in the city is different since
Juergen Klopp took over. “Klopp has turned it around bril-
liantly. Everyone in the city who likes Liverpool goes
around with their chin up.  Everyone is happy, he’s great
and everyone likes him, they love him.”

Aside from Klopp’s influence, Hysen believes there is
still a long way to go in terms of rebuilding the atmos-
phere of invincibility that reigned when he was a
Liverpool player from 1989 to 1992.

“When you went in to Anfield in those days, you were
unbeatable. You went out with an unbelievable self-confi-
dence,” said the 57-year-old, who also represented PSV
Eindhoven, IFK Gothenburg and Fiorentina, as well as the
Swedish national team.

“You always thought you were going to beat the other
team, so it was very hard for opponents to come there and
win a game.  The Kop was magic.”

Despite an increase in capacity, the pressure-cooker
atmosphere of Anfield is now a thing of the past.
“Liverpool is more and more a big European city, there’s a
lot of tourists who go to see Liverpool,” Hysen said.

“The atmosphere isn’t as good unfortunately, but when
they sing ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ it still sends shivers
down the spine.”

Still an avid Liverpool fan, Hysen believes it is only a
matter of time before the Merseysiders are back on top of
English football. “They can’t go for another three or four
years without winning the league,” he said. — Reuters



CAIRO: Saad Samir, centre, celebrates after Moamen Zakaria, not pictured, scored for Al Ahly soccer team against
Zamalek, during their Egyptian Premier League soccer match, at the Petro Sport Stadium in Cairo, Egypt, Thursday. —AP

MANCHESTER: Jose Mourinho insists
none of Manchester United’s exiled stars
will be allowed to leave Old Trafford on
loan next month.

In the week that Anthony Martial’s
agent talked up the possibility of the
United forward joining Sevilla on loan
and Morgan Schneiderlin was linked
with a £13 million ($16 million) move to
West Bromwich Albion, Mourinho insists
nobody will be allowed to leave unless
the price is right.

Back-up goalkeeper Sam Johnstone,
wanted by Stoke, Aston Villa and
Sunderland, is the only exception and
will be free to join one of those clubs
temporarily.

“Sam Johnstone is the only player
that I allow to go on loan. He doesn’t
play one minute and he needs to play,”
United manager Mourinho told
reporters on Friday.

“I don’t want to sell players. The club
and the board is totally with me, but as I
said before, if a player is not having lots
of minutes and really wants to leave, we
have no right to stop him leaving if the
conditions are our conditions.

“And up until this moment, we have
not received one single offer that we are
going to accept.”  That includes Albion’s
reported approach for France midfielder

Schneiderlin, who is surplus to
Mourinho’s requirements and is report-
ed to have been told he will be sold
when the window opens, but only when
an acceptable offer comes in.

Everton are also keen on
Schneiderlin, signed for £25 million
from Southampton by Mourinho’s pred-
ecessor Louis van Gaal,  and the
Merseyside club are reportedly pre-
pared to go to £20 million, the sort of
figure that will prompt United into talk-
ing business.

The only exception to Mourinho’s
insistence that no players will  be
allowed to leave on loan is goalkeeper
Johnstone and he has become expend-
able since the emergence of 20-year-old
Portuguese keeper Joel Castro Pereira
who has leapfrogged above him in
United’s pecking order.

BIG MONEY 
“We have a young goalkeeper in Joel

and a goalkeeper that played many min-
utes in the past six months,” Mourinho
added. “And for the development of
both, Joel played for six months in the
Portuguese Premier League, now it’s
time for Sam to play six months and that
is the only loan move we are going to
do.” Mourinho has reacted to recent

developments in Chinese football by
insisting that players have the right to
decide whether or not to chase big
money moves to the developing foot-
ball nation.

In the week that Carlos Tevez
became the world’s highest paid player,
and there were claims that a Chinese
club attempted to sign Cristiano
Ronaldo, Mourinho has no problem with
players asserting their right to take their
careers anywhere.

“My opinion is everyone is free to
choose his life,” Mourinho said. “And I
am nobody to criticise anyone or try to
give an opinion on that.

“Everyone is free to choose, everyone
knows what is their priorities. I think
that is what it is about.” Meanwhile,
United have reported their pre-tax prof-
its were up to £141.1 million from £81.7
million in the annual accounts recently
published by Companies House.

The documents for Manchester
United Limited show the club had rev-
enues of £253.9 million up until the end
of June 2016, up from £201.7 million.

A new kit sponsorship deal with
German company Adidas provided
£72.7 million, while shirt sponsors
Chevrolet,  part of General Motors,
accounted for £52.2 million. — AFP
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Mourinho rules out loan 

moves for fringe players

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Chelsea v Stoke City 18:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Leicester City v West Ham 18:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Man United v Middlesbrough 18:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD 
Southampton v West Bromwich18:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Burnley v Sunderland 18:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Swansea City v Bournemouth 18:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Liverpool v Manchester City 20:30
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD

Matche on TV 
(Local Timing)

LONDON: World player of the year Cristiano
Ronaldo rejected a world record £257million (300m
euros, $317m) bid from China, his agent Jorge
Mendes has claimed.

Mendes told Sky Sports Italia on Thursday that
the unnamed Chinese Super League side had
offered the 31-year-old Portuguese superstar a
record £85m a year as salary.

“From China, they’ve offered 300m euros to Real
Madrid and more than 100m (euros) per year to the

player,” said Mendes.
“But money is not everything. Real Madrid is his

life. Cristiano is happy at Real Madrid and it is
impossible to go to China.” China has through its
Super League clubs flexed considerable financial
muscle in the international transfer market, most
recently buying Brazilian international Oscar from
Chelsea and Argentinian veteran Carlos Tevez-with
the latter reportedly set to earn 38million euros a
year.  However, Mendes said the star of his stable

was out of reach. “The Chinese market is a new
market,” said Mendes.  “They can buy a lot of play-
ers,  but then again it  is  impossible to go for
Ronaldo.

“Cristiano is the best player in the world and
best ever. It is normal to have some offers.

“He won the European Championship with
Portugal, it’s like winning the Italian league with
Genoa: they were not the favourite,” added the 50-
year-old Portuguese. — AFP

Ronaldo turns down audacious Chinese bid

Arsenal’s Mustafi fit to 

return against Palace

LONDON: Arsenal defender Shkodran Mustafi has recov-
ered from a hamstring injury for the London derby against
Crystal Palace but winger Theo Walcott and left back Kieran
Gibbs will miss tomorrow’s Premier League clash at the
Emirates Stadium.

Arsenal have missed Mustafi’s calming influence in
defence, losing two of their last three games since the 24-
year-old German, who is yet to taste defeat since joining
the Gunners in August, limped off in the win over Stoke
City this month.

“Shkodran is back in normal training and he will be back in
the squad,” manager Arsene Wenger told reporters yesterday.
Gibbs injured his knee in his second league start of the season
in Monday’s win over West Bromwich Albion and Walcott
remains sidelined with a calf problem.

Wenger also provided a positive update on striker Danny
Welbeck’s return to fitness following a long-term injury.

“Welbeck is fit and sharp. He is in training and he looks
quite good,” Wenger said. Palace last week parted company
with manager Alan Pardew and Wenger believes tomorrow’s
match will be more difficult now that former England boss
Sam Allardyce is in charge.

“The level of confidence and urgency goes up when a new
manager comes in and that makes the games more difficult,”
Wenger said. “They have experience and technical quality.
They are a team that can be difficult for everybody.”

Despite a host of high-profile managers, including Pep
Guardiola, Antonio Conte, Jose Mourinho and Juergen Klopp,
plying their trade in England, Wenger has been disappointed
by Premier League standards this season.

“It was a very promising championship with the best man-
agers in the world competing and it promises to be an excep-
tional year but until now it’s been disappointing on all levels,”
the Frenchman added.

“Because the Premier League has not produced the
games that are remembered but in the second part I expect
the level of the games will go up and we have a responsibili-
ty to do that.”

Arsenal, who are fourth in the table and nine points behind
leaders Chelsea after 18 games, will hope to continue their 22-
year unbeaten home run against 17th-placed Palace tomor-
row. — Reuters
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CLEVELAND: Kyrie Irving scored 32 points and made two crit-
ical layups before leaving with a leg injury and Kevin Love
scored 30, helping the Cleveland Cavaliers hold off a late rally
for a 124-118 victory over the Boston Celtics on Thursday
night. The Cavs led by 20 points in the third and 17 early in
the fourth but couldn’t close out the Celtics, who pulled with-
in one point three times in the final two minutes. Irving,
though, came up with his big baskets and the Cavs had to
fend off Boston over the final 53 seconds as their star guard
grabbed his right hamstring and went to the bench. His injury
did not appear to be serious. LeBron James had 23 points and
11 assists for the Cavs, who won for the 11th time in 13
games. The only two losses during that stretch came at
Memphis and Detroit - games James sat out. Isaiah Thomas
scored 31 and Avery Bradley had 23 but both players were on
the bench when the Celtics kept chipping away in the fourth.

GRIZZLIES 114, THUNDER 80
Marc Gasol scored 25 points and Memphis took advan-

tage of Russell Westbrook’s ejection, dominating Oklahoma
City. Westbrook, the NBA’s leading scorer at 31.7 points per
game, scored 21 before he was tossed midway through the
third quarter when he was whistled for two quick technicals.
At that point, Memphis already held a double-digit lead that
reached 37 points in the fourth quarter. Zach Randolph

added 21 points for the Grizzlies.  He and Gasol both
grabbed eight rebounds. Memphis reserve Troy Daniels shot
6 of 8 from 3-point range in the fourth quarter and scored all
22 of his points in the final period. Enes Kanter had 19 for
the Thunder, and Alex Abrines scored 10 as Oklahoma City
set a season low for points. Westbrook had five rebounds
and no assists.

SUNS 99, RAPTORS 91
Eric Bledsoe scored 22 points and Devin Booker had nine

of his 19 in the fourth quarter, helping Phoenix beat Toronto.
The Raptors, in second place in the Eastern Conference, lost
consecutive games for the first time since Nov. 20 and 21.
Both teams played the second of back-to-back games, with
the first being on the road. The Raptors trailed for most of the
second half and cut a 14-point deficit to 90-85 on a layup by
DeMar DeRozan with 3:25 to play in the fourth quarter. But
the Suns hung on, winning for just the second time in eight
games. They have won back-to-back home games for the sec-
ond time this season. DeRozan and Kyle Lowry scored 24
points apiece for the Raptors.

HORNETS 91, HEAT 82
Nicolas Batum had 16 points, 13 rebounds and eight

assists, providing a spark during a big third quarter that car-

ried Charlotte over Miami. The Hornets outscored the Heat
31-17 in the quarter to take command, with Batum contribut-
ing nine points, five rebounds and four assists in the period.
Kemba Walker led Charlotte with 22 points. The Hornets
improved to 19-14, and have won five of their last six games.
Josh Richardson led Miami with 20 points on 8-for-14 shoot-
ing. The Heat fell to 10-23. The Hornets’ third-quarter domi-
nance has become habit. One night earlier, they outscored
the Orlando Magic 35-13 in the period to grab a lead they
held onto until the end. 

JAZZ 100, 76ERS 83
George Hill had 21 points in his return to the lineup after

missing 13 games with a sprained toe, and Utah blitzed
Philadelphia in the fourth quarter. Gordon Hayward and
Rodney Hood each added 20 points for the Jazz (20-13), who
outscored Philadelphia 30-9 in the final period. They shot 58
percent from 3-point range overall to win their second con-
secutive game after dropping three in a row. Ersan Ilyasova
scored 16 points and Nerlens Noel and Dario Saric both
added 14, but the anemic fourth-quarter performance con-
tributed to the 76ers’ fourth straight loss. Philadelphia, play-
ing without leading scorer and rebounder Joel Embiid, sur-
prisingly led for most of the game before the fourth-quarter
collapse. The 76ers shot 4 for 23 in the final 12 minutes. — AP

CLEVELAND: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers looks for a pass while under pressure from Marcus Smart #36 of the Boston Celtics during the second
half at Quicken Loans Arena on Thursday in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

Cavaliers hold off Boston Celtics
Thunder fall as Westbrook ejected
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