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GLASGOW: A Celtic fan stands in front of a stall at Celtic Park in Glasgow on December 17, 2016 before the Scottish
Premiership football match between Celtic and Dundee United. —AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish Super Lig club
Galatasaray are set to annul a loan deal
for the Icelandic international striker
Kolbeinn Sigthorsson after the player
failed to play a single match for the
Istanbul giants due to injury, reports
said yesterday. Sigthorsson, one of the
stars of Iceland’s advance to the quar-
ter finals in Euro 2016, arrived in
Istanbul on August on loan from
French club Nantes. But a knee injury
picked up on international duty means

he has not even played a minute for
the Turkish side, earning derision from
fans and press.

Turkish press earlier this month
published a picture of him training,
saying it was the first time Sigthorsson
had even been sighted in action since
the loan. The club and player have
now agreed terms on his departure,
the Hurriyet daily and Anadolu news
agency said. The player has agreed to
receive 400,000 euros ($419,000)

instead of 1.215 million euros ($1.27
million) for the one year loan deal,
Hurriyet said. It said that the final
terms would be signed in the next
days. The one year loan deal had
envisaged Sigthorsson would become
a permanent Galatasaray player in
April next year. Sigthorsson scored the
winning goal in Iceland’s famous 2-1
victory against England in Euro 2016
that sent his team to the quarter
finals. —AFP 

Galatasaray parts with 

‘invisible’ Sigthorsson

SHANGHAI: Argentina’s former Manchester United
and Manchester City striker Carlos Tevez has signed
for Shanghai Shenhua in the latest big-money
Chinese deal, the club said yesterday, reportedly
making him the world’s best-salaried footballer. The
acquisition of the 32-year-old from Buenos Aires side
Boca Juniors will “greatly enhance” the team’s front
line, Shenhua said on a verified social media account. 

“The club looks forward to Tevez helping
Greenland Shenhua attack cities and strike stockades
in Asian and domestic matches and contribute to
more exciting games for fans,” it said, calling him
“the most outstanding striker in Argentina’s history”.
It  did not put a value on the transaction, but
Argentine media previously reported Tevez would
make $84 million over two years under the contract
— 20 times his previous earnings.

In a statement Boca thanked Tevez, who was on
his second spell with the club, scoring 25 goals in 56
matches, including a double in a 4-2 Clasico victory
over their bitter rivals River Plate earlier this month
Boca wished him good luck, saying he had left fans
with “unforgettable memories” and telling him they
would be “dreaming of your return”. “We’ll work on
bringing you back,” it added. “No effort is too great
to have you wearing our shirt again.”

After passing a medical Tevez will join the rest of
the squad on the Japanese island of Okinawa, where
they are holding pre-season training until late
January, according to Shenhua. The side are coached
by former Uruguay international Gus Poyet, who was
installed last month after the club parted ways with
his Spanish predecessor Gregorio Manzano despite
finishing fourth in the Chinese Super League.

Eye-watering sums 
If reports are correct, Tevez’s $42 million annual

salary would make him the world’s best-paid foot-
baller in terms of earnings from his club, catapulting
him past the previous top three: Cristiano Ronaldo,
said to take home $23 million a year after tax from
Real Madrid, his teammate Gareth Bale, and FC
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi. All top footballers pad their
salaries with lucrative sponsorships, which can send
their incomes even further into the stratosphere.

Tevez is the latest international name, many of
them South American, lured to Chinese football for
eye-watering sums of money. Crosstown rivals
Shanghai SIPG, coached by former Tottenham
Hotspur manager Andre Villas-Boas, last week
agreed a reported £60 million deal ($73 million,
70.5 mil l ion euros)  for  Chelsea’s  25-year-old
Brazilian midfielder Oscar.

Before the Oscar deal Chinese Super League clubs
had already splashed out more than $400 million on
players this year, after President Xi Jinping laid out a
vision of turning the country into a football power.
Chinese teams broke the Asian record three times in
just 10 days in the January-February transfer win-
dow, and moved it still higher when Brazil’s Hulk
joined SIPG for 55.8 million euros in July.

Significantly, Chinese clubs are now competing
with European rivals for world-class players, who are
opting for astronomical pay packets over the chance
of a career in football’s top leagues. Fans welcomed
the latest deal. “Shanghai’s football has had its
spring,” said one poster on China’s Twitter-like
Weibo. “Aren’t you looking forward to next season’s
Shanghai derby?” Tevez, who has also played for
Italian side Juventus during his career, has more than
70 caps for Argentina. He married the mother of his
three children, Vanesa Mansilla, last week in Uruguay
only to discover that his home had been burgled
when he returned after the ceremony. — AFP 

Tevez joins  

China club 

GLASGOW: Underpinned by ferocious
passion, century-old mistrust and
Sectarian conflict, the sound and fury of
the Old Firm derby between Glasgow
rivals Celtic and Rangers is unique in
modern football. “The noise and the
passion, there’s nothing like it,” said late
Rangers star Sandy Jardine. “I’ve been
fortunate to see derby games all over
the world and there is nothing that
comes close. “When you go out of the
tunnel, you get hit by this level of noise
which far outweighs normal games or
even cup finals.”

Over 50,000 supporters will cram
inside Ibrox to see Rangers and Celtic
clash for the 404th time tomorrow,
when the winners of 101 of the 120
Scottish league titles go head-to-head.
The reason that mill ions of people
around the world will also tune in goes
far beyond the battle for supremacy in
the Scottish Premiership, with political,
cultural and religious differences all
playing a part. But things were not

always as intense. When Celtic was
founded in 1888, relations between the
two clubs were cordial, with Rangers
supplying the opposition for their
neighbors’ first game.

“When the league started, there was
a very good relationship between Celtic
and Rangers,” Celtic historian and
author David Potter told AFP. “It was
only really in the 1920s that a religious
element crept in.” Celtic was founded by
a Marist (Catholic) Brother from Ireland
and the club’s origins were firmly
embedded in Irish Catholicism. Andrew
Kerins, known as Brother Walfrid, estab-
lished Celtic with the intention of feed-
ing the impoverished children of
Glasgow’s east end, where Irish immi-
grants flocked during the Great Famine
of the 1840s.

Rangers became the team of the
Scottish Protestant working class almost
by accident. “Within Scottish society
there was a feeling there was a need for
a club of the traditional Scottish estab-

lishment to rival Celtic and it took off
from there,” explains Rangers historian
Robert McElroy. “It was more a question
of timing than anything else.”

The opening of a massive shipyard in
Govan, just a short walk from Rangers’
Ibrox home, by industrial firm Harland
and Wolff saw an influx of workers arrive
from Belfast in the 1910s. The compa-
ny’s infamous ‘Catholics need not apply’
policy soon spread to the club their
workforce adopted. “That changed the
character of Rangers,” says Paul Brennan,
editor of the Celtic Quick News website.
“They specifically stopped employing
Catholic footballers at that stage, which
made the rivalry become very bitter and
ethnic in origin.” It is not just in religion
that the clubs’ identities have been
built in opposition to each other. In
political terms the clubs are at polar
opposites as well: Celtic are associated
with socialism and Irish Republicanism,
Rangers with conservatism and
Northern Irish unionism. —AFP 

Old Firm derby: Sound, 

fury and sectarianism


