
SOUTHAMPTON: Dele Alli scored twice
as Tottenham came back from behind to
win emphatically, 4-1, at Southampton
on Wednesday. Harry Kane, who missed
a penalty, and substitute Son Heung-
min were also on the score-sheet in a
game that saw Virgil  van Dijk give
Southampton an early lead.

Nathan Redmond was sent off soon
after Kane had made it  2-1 and
although the England striker failed to
convert the resulting penalty
Southampton tried in vain to prevent a
hefty defeat that moved Tottenham to
within a point of fourth-place Arsenal in
the Premier League table.  It  took
Southampton all of 69 seconds to take
the lead, through van Dijk.

The Netherlands defender, coveted
by a number of Premier League rivals
and valued in the £30million bracket,
rose to meet James Ward-Prowse’s free-
kick to send a downward header

beyond Hugo Lloris in the Tottenham
goal. The home side were full of energy
and aggression - the brand of football
Pochettino brought with him to the St
Mary’s Stadium before leaving for
Tottenham in May 2014.

The Argentinian could not have
enjoyed the way his  players  were
being put under constant pressure and
there were a number of  nervy
moments as they attempted to stem
the t ide of  Saints  attacks.  Former
Southampton midfielder  Victor
Wanyama had given away the free-kick
for the goal on his first return to his old
club and Mousa Dembele was booked
for chopping Nathan Redmond down
to end another attack.

Fraser Forster had little to do in the
Southampton goal but found himself
picking the ball out of the net in the
19th minute when Moussa Sissoko saw
his cross from the left deflected upwards

off Redmond. That allowed Alli to out-
jump van Dijk and plant a header past
Forster that went in off a post. Parity
perhaps flattered Tottenham but they
made good use of their good fortune to
fashion a number of chances.

Useful extra man 
Christian Eriksen twice failed to hit

the target after getting himself into
promising shooting positions before
Wanyama, having burst into the box
and got the better of van Dijk, saw his
shot blocked by Saints skipper Jose
Fonte. Tottenham made a much better
start to the second half and took the
lead in the 52nd minute through the
previously-dormant Kane from a corner
won by Kyle Walker and delivered by
Eriksen. Southampton’s marking was
poor to say the least as the England
striker rose unchallenged to head into
the top corner.  — AFP 

Alli double helps Spurs 
ease past Southampton
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LONDON: Chelsea can take another step towards
English football history when they host Stoke City
tomorrow, as the Premier League’s jam-packed fes-
tive schedule rumbles into 2017. Chelsea’s 3-0 win
over Bournemouth on Boxing Day was their 12th in
succession, leaving them two wins short of Arsenal’s
overall top-flight record of 14, set over two seasons in
2002. With each win, Antonio Conte’s side have
looked more and more like champions-in-waiting,
but with half the season still to go, Chelsea’s players
are desperately trying to ignore the hype.

“It’s unbelievable because it’s very difficult to do
that in the Premier League, but the team are very
compact on the pitch and that’s the right way,”
Spanish forward Pedro Rodriguez told the club web-
site. “Bournemouth are a good team and it was very
difficult. Stoke are also a very good team, but we

must take it game by game.”
Scorer of two goals against Bournemouth, Pedro

will be suspended for the visit of Stoke, which should
see top scorer Diego Costa-banned on Boxing Day —
return to the starting XI. Midfield lynchpin N’Golo
Kante is also available again after suspension. Stoke
fell to a 4-1 defeat at Liverpool on Tuesday, having
gone ahead through Jonathan Walters, and left-back
Erik Pieters has urged his team-mates to show more
belief against the leading sides.

“Sometimes we have a good 20 minutes, some-
times we have a good second half, but in patches we
have been bad-we need to learn to control the
game,” said the Dutchman, whose side are 13th in
the table. “It’s difficult because it has to come as a
group. It’s a team sport. But I think we have shown
we can do it in spells and we don’t have to be afraid

of big teams.” Liverpool’s victory took them back to
second place, six points below Chelsea, and they will
stage the biggest game of the New Year weekend
when third-place Manchester City visit Anfield
tomorrow. City trail Liverpool by a point, having won
their last three matches, and manager Pep Guardiola
was in attendance to watch Jurgen Klopp’s team
overcome Stoke.

Cech in the chase 
“It’s a difficult game for both teams, but exciting

and the best thing is it’s at Anfield,” said Klopp, who
sparred with Guardiola’s Bayern Munich during his
successful spell as Borussia Dortmund coach. “I am
really looking forward to it. They are an outstanding-
ly good side and we are not too bad, so it will be a
nice game.” — AP 

SOUTHAMPTON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English midfielder Dele Alli (L) turns to celebrate scoring an equalising goal for 1-1
as Southampton’s Dutch defender Virgil van Dijk (2R) reacts during the English Premier League football match between
Southampton and Tottenham Hotspur at St Mary’s Stadium. — AFP 

Chelsea out to stoke title dreams

Pochettino hopes win 
will be a springboard

SOUTHAMPTON: Mauricio Pochettino is hoping his latest
victorious return to Southampton will have a similar effect
on Tottenham’s season to the previous one. Spurs came
back from behind on Wednesday to win 4-1 at St Mary’s and
move to within a point  of  Arsenal  in fourth place.
Pochettino, who left Saints to take over at Spurs in May
2014,  saw his  s ide beat his  former employers 2-0 in
December last year.

That was the start of a sequence of results that saw
Tottenham win eight of their next 10 Premier League games
and lose just once, to eventual champions Leicester City.
Could this victory act as a springboard for another surge up
the table? 

Pochettino was hopeful that would prove to be the case.
“Why not?” he said. “It has been a very good year for us, we
have got 71 points over it and we are still fighting for the
big things. “It was an important three points for us. All the
big sides above us all won their games and it was important
to get the three points to keep our position in the table and
have the possibility to move on.”

Southampton took the lead after  just  69 seconds
through defender Virgil van Dijk but Dele Alli equalized in
the 19th minute against the run of play. Harry Kane made it
2-1 from a corner seven minutes into the second half and
Saints were reduced to 10 men soon after when Nathan
Redmond was sent off for impeding Alli in the box. Kane
missed the resulting penalty but late goals from substitute
Son Heung-min and Alli added up to an emphatic victory.

Character and personality 
“In the first 10 minutes we struggled to manage the game

but we started to show our character and in the second half
we were much, much, much better,” Pochettino said. “The
win says a lot about our character and personality. I am very
pleased, not only because we won but the character we
showed coming back from 1-0 down so early. “I don’t know
if the sending off was a key action that changed the game
because at that moment we were dominating the game and
creating a lot of chances. It was difficult to see if it was a
penalty or not but it was a very fair result.”

Pochettino was also in charitable enough a mood to
forgive Kane for ballooning his penalty over the bar, with
the England str iker  c la iming the turf  had subsided
beneath his footing. “Harry Kane’s penalty was an acci-
dent, he put his left foot close to the ball and it went up, it
was  unbel ievable , ”  Pochett ino sa id .  The result  le f t
Southampton in eighth and manager Claude Puel was not
happy with referee Mike Dean for reaching for the red card
to punish Redmond.

“For me from the bench it was just two players fighting
for the ball and the red card changed the game,” he said.
“We started with a very good opening 25 minutes. We could
have scored another goal but after we had difficulties
recovering the ball. “We tried at the start of the second half
to win the ball and have more opportunities but we conced-
ed the second goal and after the red card it was not possi-
ble to come back for us. “The red card was difficult to
accept. It was a little hard.” — AFP 


