
LONDON: Ana Ivanovic retired from tennis at age 29
Wednesday, ending a career in which she was ranked
No. 1 in 2008 but can no longer play at the highest
level because of injuries. In a live broadcast on
Facebook, Ivanovic said “it was a difficult decision,
but there is so much to celebrate.” The Serb won 15
tour titles, including the 2008 French Open, and is
now ranked No 63.

“It’s been well-known that I’ve been hampered by
injuries. ... I can only play if I can perform up to my
own high standards and I can no longer do that,” she
said. “So it’s time to move on.” Ivanovic became a

UNICEF national ambassador for Serbia in 2007 and
says that position will figure in her plans. “I will
become an ambassador of sport and healthy life. I
will also explore opportunities in business, beauty
and fashion among other endeavors,” she said on her
Facebook page. “I will also have more time for my
philanthropic activities with my work with UNICEF.
I’ve lived my dreams and I really hope to help others
do so as well.”

A finalist at Roland Garros in 2007 and the
Australian Open in 2008, Ivanovic lost in the first
round of this year’s US Open to 89th-ranked Denisa

Allertova of the Czech Republic. It was her second
consecutive exit in the first round at Flushing
Meadows. Ivanovic announced a week later she
would take the rest of the season off because of wrist
and toe injuries, saying she had a recurring wrist
injury and would also have surgery on a toe she
broke at the Australian Open in January 2015. “Ana is
a true champion and a great ambassador for the
sport of women’s tennis,” WTA CEO Steve Simon said
in a statement on the tour’s website. “She has con-
tributed greatly to the entire sport, both in her home
country of Serbia and across the globe.” — AP 

Former No 1 Ivanovic retires from tennis 

ST LOUIS: Robby Fabbri got a hat trick,
David Perron and Scottie Upshall scored
during St Louis’ four-goal third period
and the Blues rallied to beat the
Philadelphia Flyers 6-3 on Wednesday
night. Kevin Shattenkirk also scored and
Carter Hutton made 17 saves as the Blues
improved to 12-1-4 at home.

Wayne Simmonds, Nick Cousins and
Brayden Schenn scored for the Flyers,
who dropped their fourth game in their
last five. Steve Mason made 19 saves.
Perron deflected Colton Parayko’s shot to
tie it 5:53 into the third, less than two
minutes after Schenn had given the
Flyers a 3-2 lead. Perron ran his goal-scor-
ing streak to three games. Upshall put
the Blues ahead 80 seconds later with a
deflection of Joel Edmundson’s shot. It
was his first goal in 18 games.

PENGUINS 3, HURRICANES 2
Carl Hagelin scored with 4:15 remain-

ing and Pittsburgh rallied to beat
Carolina. Hagelin got his fifth of the sea-
son and second in two games off a feed
from Patric Hornqvist. That followed a
tying goal from Chris Kunitz early in the
period. Sidney Crosby scored his league-
leading 26th goal in his 31st game and
moved into a tie with Edmonton’s
Connor McDavid for the league scoring
lead at 42 points. Crosby, who missed six

games with a concussion at the start of
the season, trailed McDavid by nine
points when he made his first start Oct.
25 against Florida.

The Penguins have won three straight
and four of five. They have points in 10
consecutive home games and are 11-1-2
in December. Matt Murray started for
Pittsburgh and stopped 25 of 27 shots
before Marc-Andre Fleury replaced him
for the start of the third period. Fleury
made 19 saves for his 11th win. Lee
Stempniak scored his seventh goal and
Elias Lindholm his third for the
Hurricanes, who ended a three-game
winning streak. Cam Ward stopped 23
shots for Carolina.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, PANTHERS 2
Mitchell Marner scored in the third

round of the shootout to lift Toronto
over Florida. Rookie Auston Matthews
got his team-leading 17th goal and an
assist and William Nylander also scored
for the Maple Leafs. Frederik Andersen
made 45 saves and blanked Florida in the
shootout. Vincent Trocheck and
Jonathan Marchessault each had a goal
and an assist for the Panthers. Roberto
Luongo stopped 38 shots. The Maple
Leafs won their fourth straight on the
road and improved to 3-0 against the
Panthers this season.

LIGHTNING 4, CANADIENS 3, OT
Tyler Johnson scored his second

goal of the game 1:36 into overtime
and Tampa Bay came back from a two-
goal deficit in the third period to beat
Montreal. Johnson’s winner from the
right circle appeared to go off a
Montreal stick and past goalie Carey
Price. Tampa Bay also got goals from
Victor Hedman and Ondrej Palat, who
combined to tie it at 3 in the third.
Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 19 shots.
Shea Weber, Alexander Radulov and
Chris Terry scored for the Canadiens,
who have lost three in a row. Price had
26 saves.

CANUCKS 2, KINGS 1
Ryan Miller made 36 saves to lift

Vancouver over Los Angeles. Miller was
nearly unbeatable even as the Kings out-
shot the Canucks 37-20, including 31-8
over the final 40 minutes. Returning
from the NHL’s Christmas break, the
Canucks earned only their second win in
the past five games. The Kings got their
fourth loss in five games. Loui Eriksson
and Henrik Sedin scored for the Canucks,
who converted one of three power-play
opportunities while denying the Kings
on two. Tanner Pearson scored late in
the third period for Los Angeles, and
Peter Budaj stopped 18 shots. — AP 
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Fabbri nets hat trick as Blues 
come back to beat Flyers 6-3

PITTSBURGH: Teuvo Teravainen #86 of the Carolina Hurricanes blocks a shot against Evgeni Malkin #71 of the
Pittsburgh Penguins at PPG PAINTS Arena. — AFP 

Kosovo uses sport 
in diplomatic joust 

PRISTINA: Belgrade rejects its claim to independence and
Russia blocks it from joining the United Nations, but Kosovo is
fighting back for its place on the international stage through
sport. “Great news!”, Kosovo President Hashim Thaci tweeted
on May 13 when world football’s governing body FIFA, follow-
ing UEFA’s example, accepted Kosovo into the fold much to
Serbia’s displeasure.

Rather than addressing Kosovo’s 1.8 million people in their
native Albanian, Thaci tweeted in English in a message
designed for international consumption. The president fol-
lowed up with another tweet in English on September 5 when
Kosovo scored their first international goal against Finland in a
1-1 2018 World Cup qualifier draw.

“Generations of players feel so proud after decades of isola-
tion! Best of our country is yet to come!” he said. Thaci also hit
the tweet button to promote Kosovo’s Olympic debut.
“Majlinda brings home Kosovo’s first Olympic Golden Medal,”
he wrote after Majlinda Kelmendi won judo gold at Kosovo’s
first Olympic Games in August in Rio.

Unbowed by Russia’s block on joining the United Nations,
Thaci said in 2014 that his country’s membership of the Olympic
movement was already “a form of UN membership.” As is the
case whenever a new country joins the 111 Kosovo says have
officially recognized its independence unilaterally declared in
2008, Belgrade reacts angrily when a sports federation approves
Pristina as a new member.  Serbia obstinately refuses to recog-
nize Kosovo’s independence and its claim to sovereignty over its
former province is enshrined in the country’s constitution.

Vilified 
Serbian tennis star Novak Djokovic expressed Belgrade’s offi-

cial position with clarity when he said, “Kosovo is Serbia and
must remain so for ever.” The former head of Serbia’s volleyball
federation Nenad Golijanin was vilified in the tabloid media and
paid with his job for failing to uphold that position when he
abstained in a vote allowing Kosovo to join volleyball’s interna-
tional federation. “It would have been extremely hypocritical to
vote against, given that two months previously I sent a team of
youngsters to Bulgaria to play in a competition in which chil-
dren from Kosovo were taking part,” Golijanin told AFP. He
believes Belgrade is on the losing side in its sports diplomacy
joust with Pristina, pointing out that in 2013 Serbia signed a
European Union-backed normalization accord stipulating no
Serbian interference in Kosovo’s relations with international
sports organizations. — AFP 

PRISTINA: This file photo taken on August 14, 2016 shows
Kosovo’s judoka Majlinda Kelmendi showing her gold medal
to the supporters during a welcoming ceremony.  —AFP  


