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A monument created by Sauveur Mulwana is pictured in
Butembo. — AFP photos

A worker repairs a monument created by Sauveur Mulwana,
in Butembo.

Scarlett Johansson
named biggest 
box office draw

Scarlett Johansson has been named the top gross-
ing movie star of 2016 by Forbes magazine after
appearing in films that amassed $1.2 billion in

global ticket sales. The Tony Award-winning American
actress starred in the Marvel blockbuster "Captain
America: Civil War" the year's biggest box office hit,
which made $1.15 billion worldwide.  Johansson, 32,
edged ahead of co-stars Chris Evans and Robert
Downey Jr-who tied for second place-because she also
appeared in the Coen brothers' "Hail, Caesar!," which
raked in $63.2 million.

It has been a lucrative year for Johansson, a perenni-
al A-list darling who was named the world's third high-
est paid actress by Forbes in August, with annual earn-
ings of $25 million. Atop that l ist was Jennifer
Lawrence, whose 2016 films "X-Men: Apocalypse" and
"Passengers" nevertheless did not perform well enough
to earn her a place among the top grossing stars.
Britain's Felicity Jones appeared on the box office list
for the first time, making ninth place with total takings
for her films at $805 million. With roles in "Rogue One: A
Star Wars Story," mystery thriller "Inferno" and chil-
dren's fantasy "A Monster Calls," she was the only star in
the top 10 not to rely heavily on movies based on
comics.

The annual Forbes list, released late Tuesday, is com-
piled using data from Box Office Mojo. Only top-billed
performances are counted and Forbes does not take
into account animated movies such as Disney's "The
Jungle Book," the fourth biggest release of 2016, which
grossed $967 million and also starred Johansson.  The
top 10 highest grossing actors in the world in 2016:

Scarlett Johansson - $1.2 billion
Chris Evans - $1.15 billion
Robert Downey Jr - $1.15 billion
Margot Robbie - $1.1 billion
Amy Adams - $1.04 billion 
Ben Affleck - $1.02 billion
Henry Cavill - $870 million
Ryan Reynolds - $820 million
Felicity Jones - $805 million
Will Smith - $775 million — AFP

'A Man and a Woman' singer

Pierre Barouh dies at 82

French songwriter, composer and singer Pierre Barouh,
who penned and sang the international hit "A Man And
A Woman" from the eponymous 1966 film, died yester-

day aged 82, his wife said. Barouh, who had been in hospital
for five days, died following a heart attack, Atsuko Ushioda
told AFP. Raised in the western Paris suburbs in a Jewish fami-
ly, Barouh followed a chequered career, becoming a journalist
after World War II and playing for the national volleyball team
before going on to Brazil where he befriended the main
singers and composers of bossa nova.

He returned to France and starred in films and turned to
composing music. His biggest successes included the hit sin-
gle "A Man And A Woman" from the Claude Lelouch film as
well as "La Bicyclette." His songs were performed by French
stars such as Yves Montand and Francoise Hardy. — AFP

This file photo shows US actress Scarlett Johansson
poses on the red carpet for the European premiere of
the film 'Avengers: Age of Ultron' in London. — AFP 

This file photo shows French singer and songwriter Pierre
Barouh posing at his home in Paris. — AFP

In DR Congo's war-infested Great Lakes region, carpenter-
turned-sculptor Sauveur Mulwana has left a trail of monumen-
tal statues over the past decade as part of his self-styled mis-

sion to revive local history and boost peace. The 42-year-old
moved back home to Butembo, a teeming city of more than a
million near the borders of Uganda, Rwanda and Uganda, when
his carpentry business was razed by the eruption of the
Nyiragongo volcano in the city of Goma. Butembo is home to the
ethnic Nande people of Democratic Republic of Congo and
Uganda, so it follows that one of the most eye-catching works by
Mulwana-himself a Nande-is an immense portrayal of the Nande
king.

Set on a bright blue pedestal on a city roundabout, it shows
mwami (king) Kighombwe II Lusengo Kirugho, who died in his
80s in 2010 after a lengthy reign, wearing a western-style suit as
he stares into the distance. The mwamis still wield power, notably
allocating land in this predominantly agricultural region that now
must accommodate huge numbers of landless refugees after two
decades of conflict. Mwami Kighombwe "helped keep the Nande
together" and "is a symbol of tolerance", Mulwana told AFP. The
mwamis old beliefs and customs were vital to Butembo's peaceful
future, he said.

Remembering the old ways 
When he and his wife moved to Butembo after losing their

business in 2002, he was struck by the fact that the city "had
absolutely no works of art". He said "I felt vulnerable" when he
suddenly realized that the new modern way of life had led to an
end of story-telling, to Africa's well-known traditions of oral trans-

mission. So he decided he would step in single-handedly to help
the people of Butembo to keep their history, culture and heritage.
He spent the next three years reading books and interviewed eld-
ers. The result in 2007 was Butembo's Historical Monument, erect-
ed on a square in the heart of the city.

It highlights the Nande farming and hunting tradition as well
as their evangelisation during the Belgian colonial era, as well as
their modern-day traders. "I want the future generations to
remember the work culture of the old people of Butembo," he
said. Another Mulwana statue features Archbishop Emmanuel
Kataliko, also born in Butembo, who died in 2000 after denounc-
ing the presence of Rwanda- and Uganda-backed militia fighters
in DR Congo during the Second Congo War from 1998 to 2003.
Outside Butembo city hall sits Mulwana's bust of Laurent-Desire
Kabila, the former leader and father of current President Joseph
Kabila who was slain in 2001.

To fund his works and feed the family, Mulwana produces
copies of the Lourdes grotto for Roman Catholic churches, deco-
rative items for hotels, and creates furniture. He also finances a
workshop in hopes of keeping unemployed youngsters at home
instead of signing up for one of the many armed militias in the
region. "This gentleman is wonderful," said Butembo deputy
mayor Godefroid Kambere. "He's forever giving us great surpris-
es." Mulwana said "I'm a Nande first and a Congolese second but
I'm proud to contribute to the development of peace in DR
Congo."—AFP

Congo's sculptor with a mission


