
L i f e s t y l e
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2016

Debbie Reynolds, the "Singin' in the Rain" actress who tap-
danced her way into American hearts as a star of
Hollywood's Golden Age, died Wednesday, grief-stricken

over daughter Carrie Fisher's death a day earlier. The 84-year-old
suffered a stroke at son Todd Fisher's Beverly Hills home after
telling him "I miss her so much, I want to be with Carrie," he was
quoted as telling celebrity news website TMZ.

Reynolds was the girl-next-door lead of a string of hit musicals
in the 1950s after being discovered by MGM studio bosses at a
beauty contest in southern California, going on to earn an Oscar
nomination for playing the title role in 1964's "The Unsinkable
Molly Brown."  "We have lost a unique talent and a national treas-
ure. Coming so close to the death of her daughter, Carrie Fisher,
this is truly a double tragedy," Screen Actors Guild president
Gabrielle Carteris said in a statement.

"Their imprint on our culture is profound, and they both will
live on." Reynolds is best remembered as sweet but shy voice
artist Kathy Selden in "Singin' in the Rain" (1952) and holding her
own despite being cast opposite tap-dancing superstar Gene
Kelly, who was more than twice her age. Off-screen, she was
known as the wronged party in one of Hollywood's most notori-
ous scandals, when her husband, singer Eddie Fisher, left her for
her friend and fellow screen icon Elizabeth Taylor. Reynolds'
daughter Carrie Fisher, who catapulted to worldwide stardom as
rebel warrior Princess Leia in the original "Star Wars" trilogy, died
in Los Angeles on Tuesday, four days after suffering a heart attack
on a transatlantic flight. Media reports said Reynolds had been at
her son's house to discuss funeral arrangements.

'Broken heart' 
Fans and fellow celebrities struggled to come to terms with

another devastating blow so soon after Fisher's death. "Debbie
Reynolds was one of the last of Hollywood Royalty. It breaks my
heart that she is gone," "Star Trek" actor William Shatner said on
Twitter. He added, referencing the long string of celebrity deaths
this year: "I'd hoped that my grieving was done for 2016." "There
is nothing harder than having to bury a child. Debbie died of a
broken heart, but she's with her daughter now," tweeted
Shatner's "Star Trek" co-star turned social media personality
George Takei. "Dear Debbie Reynolds, I totally get it. Hug her so
tight for all of us," added "Charmed" and "Who's the Boss" actress
Alyssa Milano.

"I can't remember a year ending with so many bold faced obit-
uaries. Godspeed," morning chat show host Al Roker said, posting
photos of Reynolds, Fisher, singer George Michael and 1980s sit-
com actor Alan Thicke-all of whom died this month. Reynolds,
who received a humanitarian award at the Academy's "Honorary
Oscars" last year, was just 19 when she got her big break in
"Singin' in the Rain," which celebrates Hollywood's transition from
the silent era into "talkies." Her 2013 autobiography "Unsinkable:
A Memoir" detailed the highs and lows of her rocky personal life
and a career which was still going strong into her 80s as she per-
formed her one-woman stage show. 

"'Singin' in the Rain' and childbirth were the hardest things I
ever had to do in my life," she wrote in an earlier autobiography
entitled "Debbie."  Reynolds was known at one time as the fore-
most collector of Hollywood memorabilia. Taylor's "Cleopatra"
headdress and Marilyn Monroe's billowing "Seven Year Itch" frock
would become part of the 4,000-piece haul of costumes, props
and furniture, most of which Reynolds eventually auctioned for
more than $25 million.

This file photo taken on January 25, 2015 shows actresses Debbie Reynolds (left), recipient of
the Screen Actors Guild Life Achievement Award, and Carrie Fisher posing in the press room at
the 21st Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards at The Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles,
California. — AP/AFP photos

This file photo taken on April 01, 2010 shows US actress Debbie Reynolds posing for photo-
graphs during a press conference in London, on April 1, 2010.

In this March 8, 1983, file photo, actress Debbie Reynolds
returns for a curtain call after a performance of "Woman of
the Year" at New York's palace theatre.

This file photo taken on May 20, 1998 shows actress Debbie
Reynolds walking with her son as they arrive for the funeral
of the legendary entertainer Frank Sinatra at the Good
Shepard Catholic Church in Beverly Hills.

In this Feb 15, 1984, file photo, actress Debbie Reynolds
appears at Hollywood Walk of Fame ceremonies in Los
Angeles.

In this Jan 25, 2015, file photo, Carrie Fisher, right, presents
her mother Debbie Reynolds with the Screen Actors Guild life
achievement award at the 21st annual Screen Actors Guild
Awards at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles.
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