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KUWAIT: Kuwait Automotive Imports Co along
with Mazda launched its long-awaited the sec-
ond-generation CX-9 crossover. It delivers a
comprehensive interior and exterior overhaul,
blessing the CX-9 with a powerful, efficient
Skyactiv powertrain, and instilling even more
of the sporting character that makes Mazda’s
so darn charming.

Yousef Al-Shaya, CEO, KAICO elaborated on
the strong historic bond between KAICO and
Mazda and Mazda’s core values. He expressed
his gratitude to all Mazda customers who sup-
ported KAICO in the last 47 years. He also
emphasized that Mazda, with its new CX-9,
pushed the boundaries of tradition to achieve
the unachieved. This new CX-9 flagship is a
perfect example of Mazda’s growing design

prowess. 

Ashish Tandon, GM, Kaico added that with
the new CX-9, engineers sought to instill driv-
ing dynamics befitting of a Mazda-agile han-
dling, tight steering and a responsive, control-
lable powertrain. To do this, they found smart
solutions to keep CX-9’s structure light, yet
rigid, with SKYACTIV Technology. They devel-
oped a new turbocharged SKYACTIV-G 2.5T
engine that delivers instant throttle response,
class-leading torque and an estimated around
20-percent increase in fuel- efficiency.

As is so often the case, it’s not so much the
style but the choice of materials that stands
out. Nappa leather paired with real Japanese
rosewood and aluminum accents to craft a
cabin that feels far more expensive than what
you might expect from Mazda.

Premium Styling
The all new CX-9 sets itself apart from other

3 row cross overs. CX-9 carries shorter over-
hangs on both ends, lengthening its hood and
adding a sense of strength through propor-
tions. Housing large wheels- 18 and 20-inch
wheels-CX-9’s tapered fenders are pushed to
the edge of its body, giving the vehicle a wide,
trapezoidal stance.

The smooth lines start up front with a bold,
five-point grille with double bars. They’re
flanked on either side by standard low- and
high-beam LED headlights. The bold grille
introduces a strong lower body and sleek
upper body that elevates KODO, introducing
sleek curves that provide a premium appeal in
a segment awash with convention. Covered in
the eerie glow of Machine Gray paint, it looks
expensive enough to wear a luxury-brand
badge. Material quality is excellent throughout.
Many of the plastics are so finely grained and
soft to the touch that they appear to be bovine
based. The overall effect is one of purity, sim-
plicity and Japanese beauty.

The Tech Savvy Cockpit
New CX9 is equipped with all the latest giz-

mos, blind-spot monitoring, a power liftgate,
an auto-dimming rearview mirror, an 8.0-inch
touchscreen, 12-speaker Bose stereo, rain-sens-
ing wipers, satellite radio, sunroof, a head-up
display, lane-departure warning, lane-keeping
assist, adaptive cruise control with forward-col-
lision warning and automated emergency
braking, automatic high-beams, and aluminum
interior trim. 

More from Four - Turbocharged SKYACTIV-G
2.5T Engine

Another major difference between the CX-9
and its competition is under the hood. While
most in this class offer V-6 power, the CX-9
comes only with a turbocharged four-cylinder.
The engine displaces 2.5 liters and makes 250
horsepower on premium fuel and 227 horse-
power on regular. In the real world, these driv-
ers spend most of their time at about 2000
rpm. So, to provide punch where owners want
it, the CX-9’s engine makes 310 lb-ft of torque
at 2000 rpm regardless of octane.

To combat turbo lag, the engine has what
Mazda calls the Dynamic Pressure Turbo
System that combines the advantages of vari-
able-vane and twin-scroll turbocharger tech-
nologies in one small part. There are three but-
terfly valves positioned in the exhaust mani-
fold at the entrance to the turbocharger. Below
1620 rpm, these valves are closed, forcing
exhaust gases through restricted paths, there-

by raising the pulsation energy of the exhaust
impacting the turbine wheel (like a thumb over
a water hose). At 1620 rpm, when the exhaust
volume is large enough, the valves open, and
the turbo operates normally. Therefore the
Dynamic Pressure Turbo System gives better &
sustained at torque even at lower RPM.

i-ACTIV AWD Predicts Road Conditions for
Maximum Stability

i-ACTIV AWD upped the ante, implementing
a host of other sensors that were already inte-
grated into vehicles for other functions and
channeling the information they presented
such as ambient temperature, steering wheel
angle, longitudinal grip, brake fluid pressure
and even windshield wiper movement. In all, i-
ACTIV AWD brings 22 different sensors togeth-
er to paint a picture of road conditions and
direct torque to the rear wheel as necessary,
predicting what the driver may face on a slick
road in the winter or in heavy rain.

i-ACTIV AWD measures road conditions 200

times every second and can adjust power dis-
tribution to account for wheel slip even in dry
conditions. It can even route power to limit
understeer during spirited driving, sending as
much as 50 percent of CX-9’s power to the rear
wheels through Mazda’s proven six-speed SKY-
ACTIV-DRIVE automatic transmission.

Beat the Fuel Price Increase
Word of the day is Fuel efficiency and

Mazda has kept its promise to customers. The
downsized engine and lighter weight help
boost Fuel efficiency in city/highway, even bet-
ter from its predecessor the 3.7L V6 Skyactiv
engine. New turbocharged SKYACTIV-G 2.5T
engine delivers 20-percent increase in fuel-
efficiency.

It is not just the car, KAICO has introduced
All New CX9 2017 MY at very special price and
is now on display in Kuwait Automotive Import
Co’s Mazda showroom. Visit to test drive and
acknowledge the zoom-zoom experience of
All-new Mazda CX9.

New definition for 3-row crossovers

All-new Mazda CX9 

LAGOS: Efforts by Lagos authorities to turn
Nigeria’s chaotic commercial capital into a mod-
ern megacity have run into controversy after the
demolition of an impoverished waterfront
neighborhood left 30,000 people homeless. 

With swanky private estates and a glittering
new city under construction on land reclaimed
from the Atlantic Ocean, housing for some of the
20 million people living in notoriously-dysfunc-
tional Lagos appears to be getting better. But as
the city undergoes a dramatic metamorphosis,
many are experiencing the brutal reality of rapid
urbanisation.  The latest casualty was Otodo
Gbame, a poor fishing community close to the
upmarket southeastern district of Lekki, which
was completely razed in early November as part
of a growing drive to remove shanty towns. 

Between November 9 and 11, the district was
set alight then bulldozed, reducing tens of thou-

sands of homes to piles of smouldering wood
and corrugated iron.  At least three people died
when armed police moved in with bulldozers,
setting fire to the area and chasing some resi-
dents into the nearby lagoon, locals said. They
say they were given no warning. 

Now homeless but with nowhere else to go,
residents huddle together miserably under
makeshift structures built out of rubble.  Mostly
from the ethnic Egun tribe, they trace their roots
to Benin but say they have been living in Lagos
for over a century. 

But like the vast majority of the city’s poor,
they do not have title deeds to prove it. 

‘We will fight this’ 
They accuse the state authorities of con-

spiring with a prominent Lagos family to seize
the land and sell it to the highest bidder.

“They are not happy that we the poor are liv-
ing close to them. 

“Each time, they look through the windows
of their mansions and see us, their anger rises,”
Toshun Pascal, a pastor in the community, told
AFP. “We are going to fight this injustice with
the last drop of our blood.”  Otodo Gbame used
to lie between upscale neighbourhood Lekki
Phase 1 and Elegushi housing estate, an exclu-
sive area where residents drive Mercedes cars
and Range Rovers. 

Pascal said more than 20 residents, including
the community leader, had been detained for
weeks “for instigating the violence.”  But Lagos
authorities dismissed accusations they ordered
the demolitions, claiming a fight between the
Egun and their Yoruba neighbours caused the
fire which burnt down the community.  They
said police only arrived on the scene to restore
order and ensure that “the arson did not spread.” 

‘Deliberately torched’ 
Governor Akinwunmi Ambode had in

October hinted at a plan to demolish waterfront
shanties in a move to rid the city of criminals,
who hide there.  But Amnesty International
warned that such a move would risk leaving tens
of thousands of people homeless. 

And after the fires, the London-based watch-
dog said the community was “deliberately set
alight”, demanding an independent inquiry into
the “forced evictions”.  “Lagos State Government
is trying to evade its responsibilities to Otodo
Gbame residents by denying involvement in the
state’s biggest forced evictions in recent times,”
Amnesty said, insisting that those responsible
be prosecuted.  Lagos has a history of demolish-
ing entire neighborhoods.  In 1990, the authori-
ties demolished Maroko, a shanty town in the
well-heeled suburb of Victoria Island, forcing
some 300,000 out of their homes. On the site
where it once stood, there now stands a popular
South African shopping mall with international
chains that caters to the city’s elite.  — AFP

Lagos poor left homeless by 

ruthless modernization bid
NEW YORK: President-elect Donald
Trump on Friday announced the for-
mation of an advisory group of more
than a dozen CEOs and business lead-
ers who will offer input on how to cre-
ate jobs and speed economic growth.
The President’s Strategic and Policy
Forum will hold its first meeting at the
White House in the f irst  week of
February, shortly after Trump takes
office on Jan. 20.

Stephen Schwarzman, CEO of the
Blackstone Group investment firm, will
lead the group. Trump has vowed to
keep manufacturing jobs from leaving
the country, and set a goal of growing
the economy at 4 percent a year, about
twice the average of recent years. “This
forum brings together CEOs and busi-
ness leaders who know what it takes to
create jobs and drive economic
growth,” Trump said in a statement. “My
administration is committed to draw-
ing on private sector expertise and cut-
ting the government red tape that is
holding back our businesses from hir-
ing, innovating, and expanding right
here in America.” — AP
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NEW YORK: Blackstone Group CEO
Stephen Schwarzman is interviewed
by Maria Bartiromo during her
“Opening Bell with Maria Bartiromo”
program, on the Fox Business
Network, in New York. President-elect
Donald Trump on Friday announced
the formation of an advisory group,
led by Schwarzman, of more than a
dozen CEOs and business leaders who
will offer input on how to create jobs
and speed economic growth. —AP 

CARACAS: President Nicolas Maduro said on
Friday Venezuela would issue higher denomi-
nation bills “very soon” as soaring inflation
and a crumbling currency leave the crisis-
stricken country’s largest note worth just 2
US cents on the black market.

Still, the long-awaited entry of 500 and
5,000 bolivar notes will only bring a brief
respite amid rapid money printing and a
weakening currency. Today 5,000 bolivars
buy just over $1 on the black market, which
exists because Venezuela introduced curren-
cy controls in 2003 but does not offer
enough dollars to meet demand. Venezuela
is believed to have the world’s highest infla-
tion, although no data has been published
for 2016. Money supply rose 12 percent in
the last two weeks while the bolivar weak-

ened 65 percent in the last month.
As a result, Venezuelans often carry back-

packs full of bills and cash machines fre-
quently run dry due to long queues. “Several
million bills of 500 bolivars and then several
million bills of 5,000 bolivars will enter circu-
lation very soon,” Maduro said in a televised
address, noting that the central bank would
provide details today and tomorrow.

Adding to the currency chaos, Venezuela’s
credit card readers, already shaky, suffered
chronic malfunctions on Friday.  Unable to
process transactions, stores had to ask clients
to use cash, transfers, or pay later. Maduro
blamed a “cyberattack” and said he was send-
ing the Sebin intell igence ser vice to
Credicard, a payment processor, to take “all
legal actions.” — Reuters

Venezuela to issue bigger notes 

‘very soon’ as inflation surges


