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BARCELONA: Real Madrid’s Costa Rican goalkeeper Keylor Navas (CL) clears the ball past Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi during the Spanish league football match FC Barcelona vs Real Madrid CF at the Camp
Nou stadium in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP

BARCELONA:  Sergio Ramos’s stoppage-time
equaliser maintained Real Madrid’s six-point
lead at the top of La Liga as the European
champions salvaged a 1-1 draw at Barcelona
in yesterday’s El Clasico.  Luis Suarez looked to
have breathed new life into the title race
when he headed home the opener from
Neymar’s free-kick eight minutes into the sec-
ond half.

Neymar and Lionel Messi then passed up
huge chances to add to Barca’s advantage,
and the hosts were made to pay when Real
captain Ramos met Luka Modric’s free-kick
with a powerful header to stretch Madrid’s

unbeaten run in all competitions to 33 games.
Before kick-off both sides came together to
pay homage to the 71 victims that wiped out
almost the entirety of Brazil ian side
Chapecoense’s squad in a plane crash in
Colombia earlier in the week.

However, once the action got underway
old hostil it ies were renewed as Madrid
screamed for a penalty less than two minutes
in.  Lucas Vazquez went down under Javier
Mascherano’s challenge, but referee Carlos
Clos Gomez waved play on.

Barcelona enjoyed the majority of posses-
sion, but with captain Andres Iniesta left on

the bench on his return from a two-month
injury layoff, lacked the creativity to break
down Madrid before the break.  Sergi Roberto’s
shot was deflected behind by Raphael Varane
before Messi’s harmless free-kick was easily
handled by Keylor Navas.  

At the other end the spotlight was on
Cristiano Ronaldo more than ever in the
absence of the injured Gareth Bale and follow-
ing allegations of grand scale tax avoidance
published by a series of European media
organisations on Saturday.  The Portuguese
came to life towards the end of the first-half as
he had Madrid’s first shot on target that was

turned behind by Marc-Andre ter Stegen eight
minutes before half-time and the German
stood firm to deny another driven Ronaldo
effort moments later. Varane also headed
straight at Ter Stegen as Madrid looked the
more likely to break the deadlock as half-time
approached.

However, Barca got the goal they badly
needed to kickstart their title defence when
Neymar’s free-kick from the left found Suarez
somehow unmarked to head home from point
blank range. Iniesta was then introduced to a
hero’s welcome and teed up Neymar for a
huge chance to seal the three points 21 min-

utes from time.  The Brazilian skipped past
Dani Carvajal, but blasted over the bar with
the goal at his mercy.

Madrid substitute Casemiro then made a
brilliant block to deny another goalbound
Neymar shot. Iniesta produced a sublime pass
to lay the chance Messi had been waiting for
all afternoon on a plate, but the Argentine
pulled his effort wide of the far post with just
Navas to beat.  And Barca were made to pay
for their profligacy as Ramos rose unmarked
to power home Modric’s free-kick as the
game entered stoppage time to silence the
Camp Nou. —AFP

Ramos rescues Real in El Clasico stalemate

WEST BROMWICH:  Coach Tony Pulis
ended a bad week on a high note as
West Brom beat Watford 3-1 to move
above Manchester United in the Premier
League yesterday.

Pulis was criticised by a judge this
week and ordered to pay back a hefty
bonus to ex-club Crystal Palace, but West
Brom fans won’t mind the blemish on his
reputation with three wins from the last
five games.

The victory at the Hawthorns moved
West Brom above United, in action on
Sunday, into sixth on goal difference.

Their opener came on 16 minutes as
Chris Brunt’s corner dropped at the far
post where Northern Irishman Johnny
Evans rose to plunge home a towering
header against the run of play.

Just after the half hour things got
worse for Watford, who under Italian
coach Walter Mazzarri are enjoying their
best start to a season for decades.

Watford defender Camilo Zuniga was
loitering near the wall at a free-kick
when he deflected Brunt’s hard low shot
so badly it wrong-footed a horrified

Huerelho Gomes as he dived the wrong
way.

For all Watford’s good build up play
home ‘keeper Ben Foster didn’t have to
make a save in the first half.

But the visitors dug deep and pulled a
goal back after some intense pressure on
the hour when Christian Kabasele finally
delivered with a close range side-foot.

It was the stand in defender’s first goal
for the club since joining from Genk after
his summer adventure with Belgium at
the Euros.

The goal followed hot on the heels of
a previous chance Foster tipped over the
bar when West Brom defender Gareth
McAuley was panicked into firing at his
own goal.

But with the game in the balance
things swung in the home side’s favour
as Watford’s Roberto Pereyra was sent off
after a mass brawl. 

The Argentinian reacted furiously to
being run into whilst on the ground to
spark the melee. In injury time Matty
Phillips then took advantage of some
more dreadful defending to make it 3-1
and secure another win as Pulis’s record
for turning things round at crisis clubs
continues.

Pulis’ behaviour while coaching at
Crystal Palace was described by a judge
this week as ‘disgraceful by any stan-
dards’, as the coach lost a £3.7 million
($4.6 million, 4.3 million euros) legal
action the London club. — AFP

West Brom set pieces 
to beat Watford 3-1

West Brom  3 

Watford  1 

LONDON: Alexis Sanchez fired a 14-minute hat-
trick as Arsenal rose to second in the Premier
League with an irrepressible 5-1 victory at West
Ham yesterday.

Chile forward Sanchez was the star of the
show in east London as Arsenal moved above
Liverpool and Manchester City with a triumph
that was every bit as emphatic as the scoreline
suggests. After setting up Mesut Ozil for the
opening goal in the 24th minute, Sanchez then
made the match his own.

He danced away from two defenders to make
it 2-0, fired home from the edge for 3-0 and,
after the sides had traded goals from Andy
Carroll and Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain, respec-
tively, impudently lobbed West Ham keeper
Darren Randolph to seal the one-sided win.

It was hard to escape the feeling that here
were two London clubs travelling in opposite
directions. Arsenal, now just three points behind
leaders Chelsea, were superior in every depart-
ment. With space in which to operate with free-
dom in front of the West Ham back four, Sanchez
and Ozil danced to their own tune.

On the other hand, fourth bottom West Ham
appear to be having the breath sucked out of
them by the twin failures of adapting to their
new home and recapturing last year’s com-
pelling form.The visitors moved forward at will.

Ozil and Sanchez exchanged passes in the 13th
minute before a low cross from the overlapping
Nacho Monreal was poked out of the path of the
incoming Sanchez by Winston Reid.

Next, from an inswinging Monreal corner,
Shkodran Mustafi’s downward header just evad-
ed the outstretched leg of Laurent Koscielny.

DELIGHTFUL 
By then, West Ham had already suffered the

disruption of losing James Collins to a muscle
injury in only the seventh minute.

The home side finally roused themselves after
18 minutes when Dimitri Payet played a delight-
ful pass through the Arsenal defence to Manuel
Lanzini, who dallied too long before shooting
when the angle became too acute to beat Petr
Cech in the Arsenal goal.

That was no more than an interlude in the
game’s motif and it came as no surprise when
Arsenal took the lead. Angelo Ogbonna’s pass
out of defence was cut out by Francis Coquelin.
The ball fell into the path of Sanchez who
skipped past a West Ham defender before squar-
ing for Ozil to side-foot home. Chances came
and went for Arsene Wenger’s side, firstly for
Oxlade-Chamberlain who then slipped Sanchez
into space only for the Chilean to take an
uncharacteristic heavy touch as he attempted to
go round Randolph. If the second half began at
a slower pace which offered West Ham some
hope, their best chance fell to Ashley Fletcher
whose shot flew inches past the post.

Normal service was resumed when Monreal
raced to the byline and cut the ball back for
Arsenal substitute Aaron Ramsey, whose close-
range shot was kicked away by Randolph.

It set the stage for Sanchez who, with the ball

glued to his feet, turned Arthur Masuaku then
sprinted away from him into the box and as
Ogbonna stood off him, drilled a low shot across
Randolph and into the far corner.

Eight minutes later he took his chance with a
low shot from the edge of the box when the
West Ham defence backed off him and
Randolph went down too late to stop it.

That was part of a crazy finale. Within the
space of 60 seconds, West Ham pulled one back
when substitute Carroll reacted quickest to head
home after a Payet free-kick had bounced down
from the bar and then Oxlade-Chamberlain
curled home from 20 yards to make it 4-1.

That only left Sanchez to seal his virtuoso dis-
play by latching on to an Oxlade-Chamberlain
pass and lifting the ball over Randolph for his
hat-trick. — AFP

Sanchez treble fires 
swaggering Arsenal

West Ham 1

Arsenal 5

Arsenal's Alexis Sanchez celebrates after
scoring a goal during the English Premier
League soccer match between West Ham
United and Arsenal at The London Stadium
in London, yesterday — AP 
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