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LONDON: Ex-Chelsea football star Alan
Hudson said it was “common knowl-
edge” that a former scout at the club
was a paedophile, media reported yes-
terday as an abuse scandal engulfing the
sport deepens.

His comments come after another
former Chelsea player, Gary Johnson,
claimed he was paid £50,000 ($63,000)
by the Premier League club not to go
public with allegations that he was sexu-
ally abused as a young player by ex-chief

scout Eddie Heath. Around 350 people
have told British police they were vic-
tims of abuse by football coaches in a
mounting scandal that has rocked the
sport. “It was common knowledge that
Eddie Heath was a nonce,” slang for pae-
dophile, Hudson wrote in a post on
Facebook, cited by British tabloid news-
papers. “I was around and it was com-
mon knowledge that Mr Heath was a
danger to us youngsters, but luckily for
me, he never came near me, almost as if

I had a sixth sense.” London club Chelsea
said a lawyer was assisting them with
their inquiries into Heath’s behaviour,
adding: “The club has also contacted the
FA to ensure that all possible assistance
is provided as part of their wider investi-
gation.”

Heath worked as a youth talent scout
for the club in the 1960s and 70s but is
now dead. Players from other London
clubs he worked for, Leyton Orient and
Charlton, have also come forward about

his predatory behaviour.
Jimmy Scott, former skipper of Orient

where Heath worked during the 1950’s
and 60’s, said he had retorted he would
punch him when he was propositioned
whilst a former trainee from Charlton,
where he worked in the early 1980’s,
claimed in ‘The Times’ he had ‘touched
up’ two of his team-mates. 

Former Sports Minister Gerry Sutcliffe
said he didn’t believe the Football
Association (FA) were in a good position

to investigate how their predecessors
had dealt with the matter.  Sutcliffe,
sports minister in the Labour
Government from 2007 and 2010, said
there was concern during his tenure
about how the FA dealt with governance
of the sport and with youth develop-
ment. The 63-year-old said it would be
preferable if an independent body, such
as the Department for Culture, Media
and Sport looked at the issue rather
than the FA investigating itself.—AFP

Paedophile well known, says ex-Chelsea star

CHICAGO: Dwyane Wade #3 of the Chicago Bulls shoots between Channing Frye #8 (L) and Richard Jefferson #24 of the Cleveland Cavaliers at
the United Center on Friday in Chicago, Illinois.   — AFP

CHICAGO: Jimmy Butler scored 26 points,
Dwyane Wade had 24 and the Chicago Bulls
beat LeBron James and the slumping Cleveland
Cavaliers 111-105 on Friday night. Taj Gibson
added a season-high 23 points and 11 rebounds
for Chicago. Rajon Rondo had 15 points, 12
assists and 11 rebounds as the balanced Bulls
handed the Cavaliers their third straight loss.
James showed up in a Cubs uniform to honor a
World Series bet with his buddy Wade, then
scored 27 points. Kyrie Irving added 20 points
and eight assists, but the Cavaliers matched
their longest losing streak in a year. Chicago
dominated Cleveland 78-60 in the paint and
came out on top despite hitting shooting 3 of 18
on 3-pointers. The Bulls used a strong third quar-
ter to turn a one-point halftime deficit into an
88-80 lead. And they withstood several pushes
in the fourth to knock off the defending NBA
champions.

KNICKS 118, TIMBERWOLVES 114
Carmelo Anthony scored 29 points, Derrick

Rose had 24 and Kyle O’Quinn added 20 points
and 13 rebounds as the Knicks defeated the
Timberwolves. Zach LaVine scored 24 points and
Karl-Anthony Towns had 20 for the
Timberwolves. Despite trailing 98-88 after three
quarters, the Timberwolves went on a 12-2 run
to start the fourth, aided by five Knick turnovers
in the first four minutes, and took their first lead
of the game, 102-101, on LaVine’s dunk with 6:33
remaining. O’Quinn got the Knicks’ lead back
with consecutive baskets, and after Minnesota
got within one, Rose scored the next five points
to give New York a 110-104 lead. Andrew
Wiggins converted a layup with 2:11 left, but
Anthony answered with a dunk off of a full court
pass from O’Quinn to make the score 112-106.
Rose made two free throws with 31 seconds left
for a 114-106 lead and the Timberwolves got no
closer than four the rest of the way.

ROCKETS 128, NUGGETS 110
James Harden scored 20 points and the

Rockets led from start to finish in beating the
Nuggets. Eric Gordon and Ryan Anderson had 18
points each and Sam Dekkar added 17 points for
Houston, which completed an impressive road
back-to-back sweep that began with its 132-127
win over Golden State in double overtime on
Thursday. Wilson Chandler had 24 points to lead
the Nuggets, who saw their three-game winning
streak against the Rockets come to an end. The
Nuggets have lost four of their last five and fell
to 3-7 this season at home, the high-altitude
venue they once routinely dominated. Up by 10
points at halftime, the Rockets took a 99-84 lead
into the fourth quarter and kept the pressure on
the rest of the way as part of a sharpshooting
display that included converting 17 of 37 3-point
attempts against a listless Nuggets defense.
Denver made 9 of 30 from beyond the arc.

CELTICS 97, KINGS 92
Al Horford scored 26 points and blocked six

shots, Isaiah Thomas scored 14 of his 20 points in
the second half and the Celtics held off the
Kings. Jae Crowder added 24 points and Avery
Bradley had 15 points and nine assists for
Boston, which needed a 10-0 run in the fourth
quarter to pull away and finish off the Kings.

Sacramento outrebounded Boston 51-44, but
hurt itself in the final period with turnovers,
missed shots and a technical foul called on Matt
Barnes as Boston surged ahead. DeMarcus
Cousins led Sacramento with 28 points and nine
rebounds. The Kings were playing for the first
time since Monday. Sacramento’s six-game road
trip was interrupted when Wednesday’s game at
Philadelphia was postponed because of conden-
sation on the floor.

MAGIC 104, 76ERS 88
Aaron Gordon scored a season-high 20

points, Nikola Vuvevic had 12 points, 11
rebounds and five assists and the Magic cruised
by the 76ers in a matchup of slumping Eastern
Conference teams. Serge Ibaka, Evan Fournier
and Jeff Green all added 16 points for the Magic
(8-12), who had lost five of six coming in.
Bismack Biyombo had 13 rebounds. The Sixers
(4-15) lost their fifth straight despite 25 points
and 10 rebounds from rookie Joel Embiid. It was
his fifth double-double of the season. Jahlil
Okafor, who saw extended action with Embiid
for the first time this season, also had a double-
double with 16 points and 13 rebounds.

RAPTORS 113, LAKERS 80
Kyle Lowry had 24 points and seven assists

and the Raptors rolled past the Los Angeles
Lakers for their fifth straight victory. The Toronto
point guard tied his season high for 3-pointers,
going 6 of 9 from beyond the arc as the Raptors
beat the Lakers for the fourth straight time with
their biggest win of the season. The 33-point vic-
tory surpassed the 27-point win over
Philadelphia on Oct. 28. DeMar DeRozan and
Norman Powell both added 16 points for
Toronto. Brandon Ingram had 17 points for the
Lakers, while their bench, the top scoring unit in
the NBA, chipped in with Jordan Clarkson’s 14
and former Raptor Lou Williams’ 13.

PISTONS 121, HAWKS 85
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 23 points,

Tobias Harris added 18 and the Pistons beat the
reeling Hawks. The Pistons, who tied a team

record with 17 3-pointers, have won five of six
and are 3-1 on a trip that included stops at play-
off contenders Oklahoma City, Charlotte and
Boston. Andre Drummond finished with 14
points and 14 rebounds and Ish Smith had 13
assists as seven players scored in double figures
for Detroit. The Hawks, losers in eight of their last
nine games, were 9-2 and tied for the Eastern
Conference lead after beating Milwaukee on
Nov. 16. Now they are one-half game behind
eighth-place Detroit and headed to play
Toronto, the East’s second-best team. Dennis
Schroder had 17 points and 13 assists for
Atlanta. Tim Hardaway Jr. and Mike Muscala
scored 11 each.

CLIPPERS 114, PELICANS 96
Blake Griffin had 27 points and 10 rebounds,

Chris Paul had 17 points and 13 assists, and the
Clippers beat the Pelicans. Jamal Crawford
scored 21 points and Luc Mbah a Moute had 15
for Los Angeles, which capped a 10-day, six-
game trip with victories on back-to-back nights
on the shores of lakes Erie and Pontchartrain,
having defeated Cleveland on Thursday night.
Anthony Davis hurt his right shoulder but played
through it, scoring 21 points for New Orleans.

SPURS 107, WIZARDS 105
Kawhi Leonard scored 23 points, including

the winning jumper with 6 seconds left, and
the Spurs overcame another sluggish start at
home to beat the Wizards. LaMarcus Aldridge
added 19 points for San Antonio, which won its
17th straight home game against Washington.
Bradley Beal was 5 for 5 on 3-pointers in scor-
ing 23 points for the Wizards. Beal’s final 3 gave
Washington a 103-102 lead with 53 seconds
remaining. Danny Green’s 3 pointer, his first
points of the night, put San Antonio ahead 105-
103 with 19 seconds to go. John Wall tied it at
105 with 11.2 seconds left on a driving layup
against Manu Ginobili before Leonard rose for a
20-foot jumper at the top of the key. Otto
Por ter Jr.  missed a 9-foot runner off  a
Washington inbounds play that would have
tied the game. —AP

Butler, Wade lead Bulls to 
111-105 win over Cavaliers

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 13 6 .684 -
Boston 11 8 .579 2
NY Knicks 10 9 .526 3
Brooklyn 5 13 .278 7.5
Philadelphia 4 15 .211 9

Central Division
Cleveland 13 5 .722 -
Chicago 11 7 .611 2
Milwaukee 9 8 .529 3.5
Detroit 11 10 .524 3.5
Indiana 9 10 .474 4.5

Southeast Division
Charlotte 11 8 .579 -
Atlanta 10 10 .500 1.5
Orlando 8 12 .400 3.5
Miami 7 12 .368 4
Washington 6 12 .333 4.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 12 8 .600 -
Utah 11 9 .550 1
Portland 10 10 .500 2
Denver 7 12 .368 4.5
Minnesota 5 14 .263 6.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 16 3 .842 -
LA Clippers 16 5 .762 1
LA Lakers 10 11 .476 7
Sacramento 7 12 .368 9
Phoenix 6 13 .316 10

Southwest Division
San Antonio 16 4 .800 -
Houston 13 7 .650 3
Memphis 12 8 .600 4
New Orleans 7 13 .350 9
Dallas 3 15 .167 12

NBA results/standings
Houston 128, Denver 110; San Antonio 107, Washington 105; Chicago 111, Cleveland 105; LA Clippers 114, New
Orleans 96; Detroit 121, Atlanta 85; Boston 97, Sacramento 92; Toronto 113, LA Lakers 80; NY Knicks 118, Minnesota
114; Orlando 105, Philadelphia 88.

Malaysia player beats Messi, 
Neymar to FIFA shortlist

KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysian footballer
has beaten the likes of Neymar and Messi
to score a place in FIFA’s shortlist for top
three goals of the year. 

Midfielder Mohamad Faiz Subri’s cracker
of a free kick for Penang state in the
Malaysian Super League in February was
reminiscent of the swerving thunderbolt by
Brazil legend Roberto Carlos against France
in 1997.

Footage of the 29-year-old scoring a
viciously swerving goal from 35 metres
(115 feet) out has gone viral, making him a
sensation in football-crazy Malaysia.

“This is something I will never forget
and it motivates me to improve my game
further,” Faiz told AFP on Thursday.

“Football brings people together and foot-
ball supporters here are of many races,
Chinese, Indians and Malays, and they vot-
ed for my goal,” he added.

Ten FIFA Puskas Award 2016 finalists,
chosen from thousands of goals scored
around the world between September
2015 and September 2016, were revealed
last month. 

FIFA announced that Brazil’s Marlone
and Venezuela’s woman footballer
Stephanie Roche were joining Faiz on the
shortlist. The winner will be announced on
January 9 in Zurich. For now, Malaysia’s
football hero is playing it cool. “It’s not time
for partying yet,” Faiz said. “Let’s wait till
January 9.” —AFP

SAITAMA: Kashima Antlers stunned
perennial chokers Urawa Reds 2-1 away
yesterday to win their eighth Japanese title
on away goals after an absorbing two-
legged championship final.

A Mu Kanazaki double crushed Urawa’s
dreams of a first J-League title in 2006, the
striker smashing home a late penalty to
complete an improbable turnaround after
they were beaten 1-0 at home earlier in the
week.

“Whatever the points totals were over
the season, we were desperate to be J-
League champions,” said Antlers coach
Masatada Ishii, who side finished 15 points
behind Urawa over the season’s two stages.

“I’m so proud of the players for battling
to the end. Everyone involved with the club
can be proud of what we’ve achieved
today.”

The Reds looked set to exorcise the
ghosts of several recent title slips when
Shinzo Koroki volleyed the home side in
front after just seven minutes in Saitama,
north of Tokyo.

But Kanazaki’s diving header gave
Kashima a lifeline five minutes before the
break and he converted from the spot in
the 80th minute to give his side their first
championship since 2009.

The Antlers, who also booked a spot in
this month’s FIFA Club World Cup, celebrat-
ed in front of the delirious away fans as
Urawa’s forlorn players slumped to the turf
in disbelief.

“We won fair and square under the
rules,” said Antlers captain Mitsuo
Ogasawara. “All the players came together,
we believed in each other and got the job
done when it counted.” — AFP

Antlers floor Reds to 
win J-League title

SAITAMA: Kashima Antlers’ Mitsuo Ogasawara (40) celebrates with trophies after
beating Urawa Reds 2-1 in their second leg soccer match of the J-League
Championship Final at Saitama Stadium in Saitama, near Tokyo, yesterday. Kashima
claimed their eighth title. — AP

Monahan scores shootout 
winner, Flames beat Wild 

CALGARY: Kris Versteeg and Sean
Monahan scored in a shootout to lift
Calgary past Minnesota. Versteeg and
Mikael Backlund scored in regulation for
the Flames, who have won two straight and
four of their past six.  Chad Johnson made
23 saves and has won six of his past seven
starts. Chris Stewart and Mikko Koivu
replied for the Wild (11-8-4), who have lost
three straight. Jason Pominville got the
Wild’s shootout goal.

SHARKS 2, CANADIENS 1
Goalie Martin Jones outdueled Carey

Price as the San Jose Sharks continued their
home domination of the Montreal
Canadiens with a 2-1 win on Friday night at
sold-out SAP Center. Brent Burns and Joe

Pavelski scored first-period goals and Jones
made 31 saves as the hosts wrapped up a
busy portion of their schedule — 10 games
in 18 nights-in impressive fashion. In win-
ning for the sixth time in seven games, first-
place San Jose increased its lead in the
Pacific Division to three points over idle
Anaheim. In addition, the Canadiens
dropped to 0-8-2 since last winning in San
Jose in November 1999. Montreal was held
to two or fewer goals for the sixth time in
seven games. The Canadiens were able to
break through on the second half of the
double minor and deny Jones’ shutout bid
when left winger Artturi Lehkonen scored a
six-on-four power-play goal with Price
pulled for the extra attacker at 18:43 of the
third period. — Reuters

CALGARY: Minnesota Wild’s Jonas Brodin, left, from Sweden, battles with Calgary
Flames’ Michael Frolik, from the Czech Republic, during first-period NHL hockey
game action in Calgary, Alberta, Friday.— AP


