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AECK, TEC, TKM join KEA in semi-finals
KUWAIT: The last round of league matches of
Prof Ramachandran Memorial Cricket
Tournament conducted by College of
Engineering Trivandrum Alumimi Association
(CETAA) was held on Nov 25 at the South
Khaitan cricket grounds. AECK, TKM and TEC
joined KEA in the semi finals after today’s
matches.

Day’s first match between TKM and NSS
was a “winner takes all” clash with the prize
of a semi-final berth awaiting the winner. So
a keen contest was expected. Unfortunately,
NSS batting first lost 4 wickets for only 12
runs by the 4th over and all seemed lost bar
the shouting. But a liberal dose of extras (19)
conceded by TKM along with the plucky dis-
play by the lower order enabled NSS to finish
on 47 for the loss of 8 wickets in their 12
overs. For TKM Anfar 2 for 9 with good sup-
port from Mukesh, Sreekumar and Ziad (1
wicket each) restricted NSS to a reasonable
score. In reply, TKM lost Anfar early but a sec-
ond wicket partnership of 31 runs between
Mukesh (18- man of the match) and Ziad
took them to the verge of victory. Even
though both fell in quick succession, victory
was never in doubt and TKM won easily by 7
wickets in the 9th over to earn the 2nd semi-
final spot from Pool A.

In the second match, MACE had to win
against AECK to stay in contention for a semi-
final spot. Batting first, MACE showed they

were up to the task with opener George in
fine nick.  After the quick exit of Delvin,
George (22) found an able partner in Jayesh
(14) and the two took MACE to 45 by the 8th
over with attractive stroke play. Their exit in
quick succession slowed the innings but short
cameos from Roy and Dileep took MACE to a
fighting 67 for 9 wickets in their 12 overs.
Shameer (4 wickets) and Shabeer (3) took a
spate of wickets in the last 4 overs to restrict
MACE. In reply, Shameer (32 no - man of the

match) and Nithin (13) put on 27 for the 1st
wicket by the 51h over. After Nithin’s exit,

Rayees (18 no) accelerated the scoring
with Shameer to put the result beyond any
doubt and AECK won comprehensively by 9
wickets with more than 3 overs to spare.
Jayesh took the only wicket to fall for MACE.

In the last match of the league phase, KEA
put the CET bowling to the sword with exqui-
site stroke play by the openers Govind (58 no-
7x4, man of the match) and Tibish (41- 5x4)

who put on 98 runs for the 1st wicket. Tibish
was particularly impressive with his well
timed drives on the offside. After his exit, Ajin
joined Govind and made a quick fire 26 no off
10 balls to help KEA to a mammoth total of
138 for 1 wicket of their 12 overs. Arun took
the only wicket to fall foxing Tibish with a
slower one. In reply, Skipper Daniel (27) tried
to break free with some robust hits but could
not pierce the well set field. 2 down Zakir
gave good support to Daniel adding 29 runs

for the 3rd wicket but the other batsmen per-
ished in their attempt to force the pace. In the
end CET had to be satisfied with a score of 50
for 8 wickets of their 12 overs leaving KEA
overwhelming winners by 88 runs. Sreejith (2
wickets) and Reny, Ajin, Govind, Johin (1 wick-
et each) completed the formalities for KEA.

Mrs Sally Roy, GS, MACE, Arun Davidson,
GC (Eect) and Rajesh Panicker President, TKM-
CE were the chief guests and gave away the
trophies.

Rajesh Panicker, President, TKMCE giving away the man of the match trophy to Mukesh (TKM). Arun Davidson, GC (elect) giving the man of the match award to Govind (KEA).

MONACO: Prince Albert II of Monaco, right, and President of the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) Sebastian Coe, left
pose with Kenyan former marathon world record-holder Tegla Loroupe who was presented with the 2016 President Award, during the 2016
World Athletics Gala Awards, Friday in Monaco.— AP

MONACO: The IAAF yesterday unanimously
adopted a reform package drawn up by presi-
dent Sebastian Coe in a bid to end “grotesque”
corruption that has rocked track and field’s gov-
erning body.

In a Special Congress in Monaco, 182 mem-
ber federations voted for the reforms, with 10
against and five invalid votes. Some 197 of the
IAAF’s 213 member federations were present.

“Let me thank you for the confidence that
you have shown the Council today in the reform
proposals that you have agreed to. This is a very
important moment in the history of our sport,”
said Coe. Coe’s reforms, with a nod to disgraced
predecessor Lamine Diack’s abuse of the presi-
dency, include stripping himself of some pow-
ers, with the president and IAAF Council not
allowed to serve more than 12 years and with
more checks put in place.

They also push for gender balance, handing
athletes a greater voice and crucially establish-
ing an independent integrity unit that would
manage all anti-doping matters and be respon-
sible for greater intelligence gathering.

Since Coe took office in August 2015, the
IAAF has been mired in the fall-out from the
presidency Diack, at the centre of a corruption
scandal in which several former senior IAAF offi-
cials were found to have bribed Russian athletes
to keep quiet over positive doping tests.

Coe admitted that the reforms had not been
to everyone’s taste, all the while praising the
“civilised discourse” and the “clarity and honesty
of dialogue”.

“The fundamental principles, I believe, have
broad support,” said the Briton, a two-time
Olympic 1500m gold medallist. “On gender bal-
ance, a number of areas told me they needed
more time - you’ve got it. “I want checks and bal-
ances in place... I don’t want to be in an office
choosing carpets and signing off expenses. “I
would not ask for change if I didn’t think we
needed it.”

BOLD STANCE 
Coe’s bold stance on gender equality envis-

ages the 26-member Council transitioning to
half-men, half-women by 2023. At the 2019
Council election, he wants a minimum of nine of
each gender elected including two vice-presi-
dents of each gender.

Indicative of the ground shift that will entail
was that just three of the 42 member federations
who addressed the Congress before the vote
were women, notably Paula Radcliffe represent-
ing Britain and also including representatives
from the Cook Islands and the Turks and Caicos.

Notable voting against the reforms were
Saudi Arabia while Qatar, the host of the 2019
World Athletics Championships and 2022
Football World Cup, voted for.

Abstainees included Lamine Diack’s Senegal,
vice-president Sergey Bubka’s Ukraine and track
powerhouses Jamaica, despite Usain Bolt picking
up a record sixth IAAF Athlete of the Year award

on Friday and throwing his weight behind Coe. “I
know that Seb Coe is trying to make track and
field more transparent to everyone so they can
see what shape it is in and to make sure there is
not one person fully in control,” said Bolt. “That’s a
bold move from him as IAAF president.”That’s
also helped the sport to make people more con-
fident and to trust the sport more.” — AFP
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NASSAU: Dustin Johnson wasn’t even
expecting to be in the Bahamas for the Hero
World Challenge. He was tied for the lead
Friday with Hideki Matsuyama, who has rea-
son to expect being at the top of any tourna-
ment he plays. Six shots behind was Tiger
Woods, who shot a 7-under 65 without any-
one in his way. Johnson ran off three straight
birdies early in his round, moved into con-
tention with an eagle and closed with a fear-
less drive down the middle of the water-lined
18th fairway at Albany that set up a birdie for
a 66. Matsuyama had the lead to himself until
a bogey from the bunker on the par-3 17th.
He shot a 67 to tie Johnson at 12-under 132.

They were two shots ahead of Louis
Oosthuizen and Matt Kuchar, who each shot
67. No one knows winning like Matsuyama
over the last few months. He has three victo-
ries in his last four starts around the world -
the other was a runner-up finish in Malaysia -
which includes his first World Golf
Championship title at the HSBC Champions.

Johnson was scheduled to play an exhibi-
tion against Rory McIlroy in the Philippines
on Tuesday, and while he thought about a
trip halfway around the world to get to the
Bahamas on time, he was resigned to sitting
this one out. But he never withdrew in case
the exhibition fell through, and it did.

Woods made two super par saves, from
next to a bush on the par-3 eighth and with a
25-foot putt on the 16th. He was practically
flawless for a seven-hole stretch in the middle
of his round and tied for ninth. Plus, it took
just under three hours. Woods played as a sin-
gle when Albany resident Justin Rose with-
drew because of back problems.

AUSTRALIAN PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
Andrew Dodt shot a 5-under 67 to take a

two-stroke lead over fellow Australian Ashley
Hall in the Australian PGA Championship.

Dodt had a 12-under 132 total at Royal
Pines Resort. Hall shot a 69.

Australian star Adam Scott (6) and New
Zealand’s Ryan Fox (69) were 8 under.
American Harold Varner III (72) was 7 under.

ALFRED DUNHILL CHAMPIONSHIP
South Africa’s Brandon Stone closed with

an eagle to take the Alfred Dunhill
Championship lead after needing treatment
for a back injury midway through the round.
Stone shot a 6-under 66 to reach 11-under
133 at Leopard Creek.

Defending champion Charl Schwartzel of
South Africa and Chris Hanson of England
were second. Schwartzel had a 68m and
Hanson shot 65.

LPGA TOUR Q-SCHOOL
Japanese teen Nasa Hataoka shot a 3-

under 69 to take a one-stroke lead after the
third of five rounds in the LPGA Tour qualify-
ing tournament. The 17-year-old Hataoka had
four birdies and a bogey on the Jones Course
to reach 14-under 202 at LPGA International.
She won a Japan LPGA major in October.

The top 20 will earn full cards and the next
25 and ties will get conditional status. Jaye
Marie Green was second after a 67 on the
Jones Course. The American won in 2013 at
LPGA International at a record 29 under.
Iceland’s Olafia Kristinsdottir was 9 under
along with American Sadena Parks, Taiwan’s
Ssu Chia Cheng and Latvia’s Krista Puisite.
Kristinsdottir had a 67 on the Hills Course.
Parks shot 67, Cheng 69, and Puisite 70 - all
on the Jones Course.

PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS Q-SCHOOL
Phillip Price and Scott Parel shared medal-

ist honors in the PGA Tour Champions qualify-
ing tournament to top the five fully exempt
qualifiers. Price, from Wales, shot a 4-under 68
to match Parel (69) at 13-under 275 on
Disney’s Magnolia Course. Bobby Gage was
third at 11 under, birdieing the final three
holes for a 67.

Fran Quinn and Skip Kendall got the last
two spots, beating Gibby Gilbert III in a play-
off. Quinn shot 68, Kendall 72, and Gilbert 67
to reach 9 under. Nos. 6-30 and ties received
associate membership and will have access
to event qualifying while bypassing pre-
qualifying. — AP

Johnson and Matsuyama 

tied for lead in Bahamas

NASSAU: Dustin Johnson watches his tee shot on the 16th hole during the second
round at the Hero World Challenge golf tournament, Friday, in Nassau, Bahamas. —AP

LONDON: Five-time Olympic cycling champi-
on Bradley Wiggins has to clear up the ques-
tion marks remaining over why he was granted
therapeutic use exemptions ( TUEs) for a
steroid, his former team-mate Chris Froome
says. Wiggins, 36, had his medical records
leaked by presumed Russian hackers The Fancy
Bears earlier this year. They revealed he’d been
granted the TUEs to take the banned triamci-
nolone to treat a pollen allergy including just
before the 2012 Tour de France when he went
onto become Britain’s first winner.

Froome, who was his faithful lieutenant on
Team Sky that year and has won it himself
three times since, told The Times that Wiggins’
denials since and responses to the questions
have not resolved the matter.  “People ask me,
‘Do I think it’s tarnished his (Wiggins) image?’ I
certainly think it’s raised a few questions, that’s
for sure,” he told the paper by phone from
Australia.

“A lot of people have said it’s taken the
shine off his performances back in 2012.”

Kenya-born Froome, who will attempt the
rare feat of doing a Grand Tour double next
year having failed in his bid this season, said
he still did not know what was in a package
delivered to Team Sky during the 2011
Criterium du Dauphine, which Wiggins won.

“I am completely in the dark on that,” he
says. “I have asked the question. Hopefully we
will find out at the end of the investigation.

“Those are questions for Brad to answer
about what happened back then. In terms of
who did what at the time, I still don’t know all
the answers myself.” Froome, 31, says he could-
n’t fault the present Team Sky regime for being
totally transparent and felt this had filtered
through to spectators at the Tour de France
whose attitude had changed between the

angry and hostile one of 2015 towards him
and his team-mates and this year.  “I can only
deal with what I do know. From what I have
seen for myself [at Sky], it’s been completely
above board. It’s been clean. I’ve laid all my
cards on the table. Everything has been out
there for a while in terms of my TUEs,” he said.

“We have worked really hard to try to show
we are being as transparent as possible. I feel
we have made a lot of headway this year,
especially on the roads of the Tour.

“I felt a genuine change in mentality of the
French fans, a much warmer  reception than it
has been in the past.” — AFP
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Australia’s Maxwell fined for

‘disrespectful’ teammate comments

SYDNEY: Australia allrounder Glenn
Maxwell was yesterday fined by his team
for his “disrespectful” comments about
teammate Matthew Wade on the eve of
their opening one-day international with
New Zealand in Sydney.

Maxwell said on Thursday he felt as
though batting below Wade at No.6 for
Victoria in the domestic Sheffield Shield
cricket hurt his selection chances for
Australia’s third Test against South Africa in
Adelaide last week. 

Captain Steve Smith and Australia’s lead-
ership party fined Maxwell for what they
termed his  “disrespectful” comments
towards his state skipper and ODI team-
mate Wade.

Head Coach Darren Lehmann said
Maxwell’s words in a media conference
were “disappointing” leading to Smith and

Australia’s senior members to impose a fine
on the 28-year-old. 

“Everyone was disappointed in his com-
ments,” Smith told reporters  yesterday. “I’ve
expressed that to him myself and spoke to
the team. 

“One of our values is respect and having
respect for your teammates, opposition,
the fans, the media. 

“I thought what he said was very disre-
spectful to a teammate and his Victorian
captain.  “The leadership group got togeth-
er and we decided to fine Glenn. We
thought that was a sufficient punishment.”
Although Maxwell was fined he is available
for selection for Sunday’s opening match in
the three-game Chappell-Hadlee Trophy
ODI series at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

Smith said Maxwell was “shattered”
when he heard his punishment.—AFP


