
MAUNGDAW: Malaysia accused Myanmar
of engaging in the “ethnic cleansing” of its
Rohingya minority yesterday, as former
UN chief Kofi Annan visited a burned out
village in strife-torn Rakhine state.  Tens of
thousands of Muslim Rohingya have fled
their homes since a bloody crackdown by
the Myanmar army in the western state of
Rakhine sparked by a string of deadly
attacks on police border posts in early
October. “The fact that only one particular
ethnicity is being driven out is by defini-
tion ethnic cleansing,” Malaysia’s foreign
ministry said in an unusually strongly-
worded statement. 

Myanmar has balked at such criticism,
saying the Rakhine crisis is an internal
issue, but international pressure on the
country is mounting. Malaysia’s statement
noted that hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya have fled to neighboring coun-
tries in recent years-including some
56,000 to Muslim-majority Malaysia. That,
the statement said, “makes this matter no
longer an internal matter but an interna-
tional matter”. 

Yesterday morning, a convoy carrying
the former UN chief arrived outside the
Rohingya village of Wapeik, which has
seen significant damage from fire.  Non
state media journalists were stopped by
police from coming close to the convoy or
entering the village, an AFP photographer
on scene said. Annan is not expected to
brief the media until Tuesday-after his visit
to Rakhine ends.

Restricted access
Myanmar has restricted access to the

northern part of the state and says its mili-

tary is hunting down the militants behind
the attacks.   But r ights groups and
Rohingya refugees who have made it to
Bangladesh have accused the military of
killing civilians and razing entire villages
as a form of collective punishment. The
Rohingya have long faced persecution
and government restrictions on move-
ment that many have l ikened to
apartheid.

Much of Myanmar views the Rohingya
as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh
even though many have lived there for
generations. Before the latest violence
broke out, Myanmar’s de facto civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi formed a com-
mission tasked with trying to solve the
Rakhine crisis, headed by Annan. That task
has been made considerably harder since
fighting broke out. The Nobel Peace Prize
winner has also been criticised for not
defending the Rohingya.

Since winning a historic election last
year, she has rarely spoken out on the
issue. But during a trip to Singapore this
week she gave a rare interview in which
she hit out at international criticism. “I
would appreciate it so much if the interna-
tional community would help us to main-
tain peace and stability, and to make
progress in building better relations
between the two communities, instead of
always drumming up cause for bigger fires
of resentment,” Suu Kyi told the state-
owned Channel News Asia. Her hands are
somewhat tied by Myanmar’s notoriously
abusive military. Under the country’s junta-
era constitution, the army still controls the
key Home, Border and Defence ministries
and has a parliamentary veto. — AFP 
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SEOUL: Protesters shout slogans near a cutout of South Korean President Park Geun-hye as they march toward the presidential
house during a rally calling for South Korean President Park Geun-hye to step down. — AP 

SEOUL: Hundreds of thousands of protestors
marched in Seoul for the sixth-straight week yes-
terday to demand the ouster and arrest of scan-
dal-hit President Park Geun-Hye ahead of an
impeachment vote in parliament. Organizers
claimed a turnout of 1.5 million for the candle-
light rally in the South Korean capital, while
police put the number at 220,000. It was the lat-
est in a series of massive anti-Park demonstra-
tions and came just hours after opposition par-
ties filed an impeachment motion that will be
put to a vote by lawmakers on Friday.

Whether the motion is adopted or not, Park is
firmly on course to become the first democrati-
cally-elected South Korean president not to com-
plete a full, five-year term. The 64-year-old stands
accused of colluding with an old friend who has
been formally indicted for attempted fraud and
abuse of power. Along with the now-normal slo-
gans for Park to step down, there were growing
calls at yesterday’s rally for her to face criminal
charges, arrest and imprisonment. Dozens of life-
size cardboard cut-outs of the president showed
her wearing jail uniform and bound by ropes.

While the protestors want her out immediate-
ly, the political establishment is struggling to find
a similar unity of purpose. The impeachment
motion introduced in the early hours of yester-
day morning carried 171 signatures-accounting
for every legislator from the three opposition
parties and independents. In order to secure the

two-thirds majority required for impeachment in
the 300-seat national assembly, it will need the
support of more than two-dozen lawmakers
from Park’s ruling Saenuri Party.

Shifting alliances 
Just a week ago, the backing of enough

Saenuri rebels seemed assured, but a rather con-
fused resignation offer by Park on Tuesday
strengthened the hand of her loyalists who insist
she be allowed to step down voluntarily. The par-
ty has since proposed she resign in April-a time-
line it justifies as more conducive to a calm and
steady preparation for an early presidential elec-
tion. Observers say the Saenuri rebels are likely to
fall in line with the proposal and vote against the
motion on Friday.

The prospect of an April departure for Park
will do little to assuage the public anger that has
driven the mass street protests of recent weeks. “I
no longer believe a word the president or her
party says,” said bank employee Kim Hak-Won
who was marching Saturday with his teenage
daughter. “How can we tell our children to
respect the law when our own president refuses
to do so?” Kim said. And there was widespread
anger with the Saenuri party over what were
seen as its efforts to block the impeachment
process. “I am so full of rage right now, I could set
fire to the party headquarters,” said 30-year-old
office worker Park Sung-Jin.

Lengthy process 
But even if impeachment were approved by

the assembly on Friday, Park would l ikely
remain in office for some considerable time. An
adopted motion would still require approval of
the Constitutional Court a process that could
take up to six months.

Yesterday’s mass rally culminated in a march
to the presidential Blue House, led by 50 pro-
testors holding flaming torches. Following a
court order, police allowed the marchers with-
in 100 meters of the complex housing Park’s
residence and offices. As well as the huge
crowd in Seoul, there were reports of large ral-
lies elsewhere including 40,000 people in the
southeast city of Daegu-considered a staunch
Park stronghold.

The scandal that has engulfed Park and par-
alyzed her administration has focused on her
friendship with long-time confidante Choi
Soon-Sil. Choi has been charged with med-
dling in state affairs and using her Blue House
connections to force dozens of conglomerates
to donate around $70 million to two founda-
tions she controlled. In a first for a sitting
South Korean president, Park has been named
a “suspect” by prosecutors investigating Choi.
As president, Park cannot be charged with a
criminal offence except insurrection or treason,
but she would lose that immunity once she
steps down. — AFP 
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Indonesian police 
plane goes missing

JAKARTA: A twin-engine Indonesian police plane
went missing yesterday with 15 people on board en
route to the island of Batam, south of Singapore,
police and rescue authorities said, as search teams
scoured the area. The plane, which took off from
Pangkal Pinang on the island of Bangka at around
9.30 am is thought to have crashed between the
islands of Mensanak and Sebangka or Gentar, a police
report seen by Reuters said.

A search team recovered items apparently identi-
fied as being from the missing aircraft, including seats,
luggage and documents, the report said, noting that
according to the manifest there were 15 people on
board. According to Indonesia’s Search and Rescue
Agency (BASARNAS), items belonging to passengers
had also been found. “We found debris,” BASARNAS
chief Bambang Soelistyo told Reuters, adding his team
were searching in a 200 square nautical mile area.

Soelistyo said it was too soon to assume there
were no survivors and that no remains of those
aboard had been found, although there were no
reports of survivors. Up to four police vessels were
searching the area, he said, along with navy vessels.
According to a statement from the Civil Aviation
Authority of Singapore (CAAS), the last known radar
position of the aircraft was about 40 nautical miles
southeast of Tanjung Pinang. “With clearance from the
Indonesian authorities, one SuperPuma helicopter
and one Fokker 50 are currently on-scene supporting
the Indonesians to locate the aircraft,” the statement
said. “ Two ships are awaiting clearance by the
Indonesian authorities to assist in the search and res-
cue efforts.” — Reuters 

AMRITSAR: India and Afghanistan are likely to
announce an air cargo service to help increase
trade that both say is stymied because of their
tense political relations with Pakistan that lies
between them. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi were
meeting in the northern Indian city of Amritsar, a
short distance from the Pakistan border, for the
Heart of Asia conference aimed at stabilising
Afghanistan.

Nuclear-armed India and Pakistan have gone to
war three times and remain bitter foes while ties
between Pakistan and Afghanistan have become
strained despite their shared religious and cultural
identities. Officials say the focus of the air cargo
service is to improve landlocked Afghanistan’s
connectivity to key markets abroad and boost the
growth prospects of its fruit and carpet industries
while it battles a deadly Taliban insurgency.

Afghanistan depends on the Pakistani port of
Karachi for its foreign trade. It is allowed to send a
l imited amount of goods overland through
Pakistan into India, but imports from India are not
allowed along this route. Afghan director general
for macro fiscal policies Khalid Payenda said the
potential for trade with India, the largest market
in the region, was far greater than allowed by land
and so the two countries had decided to use the
air route.

“That would be air cargo between Afghanistan
and India. We have a lot of potential for trade on
both sides. On our side, it’s mostly fruit and dried
fruit and potentially through India to other places
for products like carpets and others.” He said that a
joint venture involving an Afghan and an Indian
cargo firm would be set up and that the two gov-
ernments were working to set up infrastructure at
Kabul and Delhi airports.

Deteriorating ties 
An Indian government source attending the

meeting in Amritsar said air cargo route details were
still being worked out and could include Kandahar
as a point of origin for shipping fruit directly to
India. Indian foreign ministry official Gopal Baglay,
who oversees Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran, said
several proposals were being discussed to improve
Afghanistan’s trade and transport links. “There have
been very many ideas on how to enhance connec-
tivity, overcome current challenges and also expand
the trade basket,” he said.

Pakistan’s top foreign policy adviser, Sartaj Aziz,
will be attending the conference today. Ties with
India have deteriorated further in recent months
after a series of attacks on Indian military bases in the
disputed region of Kashmir, which New Delhi says
have either been carried out by militants sneaking in
from Pakistan or orchestrated by groups based there.

Pakistan denies stoking violence in Kashmir and
says India must open talks on the future of the
revolt-torn Muslim majority region. Indian officials
said no talks with Pakistan were scheduled on the
sidelines of the Amritsar conference. Afghanistan’s
ties with Pakistan have also become strained after a
series of violent attacks, several of them in the capi-
tal Kabul, that it said showed Pakistan had failed to
rein in the militant groups operating from its soil.

“Unless we take a collective measure to fight
terrorism, to fight the breeding ground for terror-
ism, the safe sanctuary, we will not be able to
bring peace and stability either to Afghanistan or
to anywhere else in the region, including India,”
said Afghan ambassador to India Shaida M
Abdali. Pakistan says it is itself a victim of terror-
ism and says India is using its close ties with
Afghanistan to st ir  trouble in its  rest ive
Baluchistan province. — Reuters 

India, Afghanistan planning cargo service over Pakistan

YANGON: A group of Myanmar Buddhist monks stage a protest outside the
Malaysian embassy in Yangon to denounce Malaysia’s Prime Minister Najib Razak’s
support for the persecuted Muslim Rohingya minority. — AFP 

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
yesterday ahead of a visit to Japan by President Vladimir
Putin that the countries’ leaders are pushing to end a terri-
torial row dating back to World War II. Relations between
Moscow and Tokyo have been strained for decades over of
the status of four Pacific islands near Japan’s north coast,
known as the Southern Kurils in Russia and the Northern
Territories in Japan.

“The main area where our positions concur is the clear-
cut political striving of our leaders for a mutually accept-
able resolution,” Lavrov said after talks with his Japanese
counterpart Fumio Kishida in Moscow. Japanese President
Shinzo Abe is due to meet Putin on December 15 in the
city of Yamaguchi in western Japan with the aim of mak-
ing progress on the territorial dispute. It will be Putin’s first
such visit since 2005. “We have an interest in resolving this
protracted problem,” Lavrov said, while admitting: “it’s
clear that it’s not simple to bring the two sides’ positions
closer.”

Kishida said the talks were “meaningful, important and
useful” ahead of a visit he called the most important event
in the countries’ relations this year. The row dates from the
end of World War II when Soviet troops seized the south-
ernmost islands in an archipelago off the northeast coast
of Hokkaido just after Japan surrendered. The seven-
decade dispute over the islands’ ownership has kept
Moscow and Tokyo from signing a post-war peace treaty
and hindered trade and investment. Russia prompted
protests from Japan last month by deploying coastal mis-
sile systems to boost its military presence on the islands.

“On the question of the peace treaty, we would like to
reach a result that would be welcomed by the people
both of Japan and Russia,” Kishida said in comments trans-
lated into Russian. He said he wanted “energetic talks” to
“finally resolve the sovereignty of the four islands in a

mutually acceptable form and conclude a peace treaty.”
Lavrov said the diplomats “expressed mutual readiness to
try to move forward in resolving practical questions.” He

said they agreed “to continue the line that our leaders
agreed on the utmost all-round development of our rela-
tions in all spheres without exception.” — AFP 

Russia and Japan ‘striving to resolve’ island dispute

AMGAON: An Indian villager prays by the carcass of a wild Asiatic male elephant at Amgaon, near Gauhati, the
capital of the northeastern Indian state of Assam. According to forest officer RK Das, the elephant died after it was
electrocuted by a high tension electric wire when it was searching for food on the border of Amchang wildlife
sanctuary on Friday night.  — AP 


