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CINCINNATI: Authorities are investigat-
ing terrorism as a possible motive in the
car-and-knife attack on the Ohio State
University campus, the latest in a series
of cases involving young men who
apparently became radicalized in the
heartland state. 

They are still piecing together infor-
mation on the activities of Abdul Razak
Ali Artan, the Ohio State student killed
Nov 28 by a police officer after he ran his
car into others and began slashing with a
butcher knife. 

Among other recent cases that left
people close to the suspects stunned,
one man has been sentenced to 20
years in prison, another will be sen-
tenced Monday and another was arrest-
ed last month. Their cases have similari-
ties, but also differences, underscoring
the challenges to understanding what
causes someone to embrace Islamic
State calls to violence and how to spot
homegrown terrorists.

“The fact is, anybody can be a terror-
ist,” said James Forest, director of the
Center for Terrorism and Security
Studies at the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell. The professor
said research has shown a broad spec-
trum for how long it takes someone to
become radicalized. Someone living a
seemingly normal life can be “derailed”
in a matter of days or weeks.

Citing Artan, whose act apparently
had little foreshadowing, Forest said:
“How could you identify this person on
the street as a potential threat?”
Christopher Lee Cornell, 22, faces sen-
tencing Monday for a plot to assault the
US Capitol in support of the Islamic State
group. Munir Abdulkader, 22, of the
Cincinnati suburb of West Chester
Township, was sentenced Nov. 23 to 20
years for an IS-involved plot to kill a mili-
tary veteran and attack a police station.
In Columbus, Aaron T Daniels, 20, was
arrested in early November at the airport
on his way, authorities said, to fly to Libya
to fight for the Islamic State. A look at the
recent cases:

The alleged plots
Cornell wanted to go into the Capitol

building during President Barack
Obama’s 2015 State of the Union address
and shoot the president and others
including members of Congress, accord-
ing to court documents. Abdulkader
wanted to behead a military veteran
while taping for a propaganda video,
then storm a police station with guns
and Molotov cocktails. Daniels planned
to go to Libya to fight to help establish
an Islamic State caliphate there, prosecu-
tors have said.

Backgrounds
Artan was born in the eastern African

nation of Somalia, lived with his family
seven years in Pakistan and resettled
with them in Dallas in 2014 and then
Columbus. He was raised as a Muslim. He
graduated with honors from Columbus
State Community College, and was in his
first semester at Ohio State. Cornell is a
Cincinnati-area native who lived with his
parents and brother in a Green Township
apartment. After graduating high school,
he began identifying as a Muslim; grow-
ing his beard long, wearing traditional
garb and calling himself Raheel Mahrus
Ubaydah. Abdulkader was born in the
tiny east African nation of Eritrea. Raised
in suburban Cincinnati as a Muslim, he
studied chemistry at Xavier University.

Daniels had graduated from Early
College Academy, after attending an
alternative high school in Columbus. His
mother told The Columbus Dispatch the
family wasn’t Muslim, but he had
become interested in Islam years ago.

Influences
Artan reportedly posted on Facebook

about the treatment of Muslims, such as
the killing of minority Muslims in the
southeast Asian nation of Myanmar, and
warning that the United States should
leave their countries alone. Investigators
say they haven’t yet found any direct
connection to the Islamic State extrem-
ists. “We only believe he may have been
inspired” by the group, said FBI special
agent Angela Byers. Artan also might
have been influenced by Anwar Al-
Awlaki, a US-born cleric with a leadership
role in Al-Qaeda before dying in a 2011
US drone strike in Yemen, Byers said.

Cornell’s attorneys say he self-radical-
ized and lived a fantasy life on his comput-
er, reading ISIS propaganda and conspira-
cy theories online. They say he was steered
in his violent plotting by an FBI confiden-
tial informant. Abdulkader began posting
messages of support for extremists on
social media in 2014, and communicated
with Junaid Hussain, an IS recruiter report-
ed killed last year in Syria in a U.S. drone
strike. Authorities say Hussain helped him
develop his plot, although his attorney
also blamed an FBI confidential informant
for pushing him. 

Daniels began in 2015 posting social
media messages in support of jihad and
insurgency in Afghanistan and against
Russian-Iranian involvement in Syria, fed-
eral authorities said. They said Daniels was
encouraged by an Islamic State recruiter,
Abu Isa Al-Amriki, who was killed in May
by an airstrike in Syria. An undercover
agent helped intercept Daniels, authori-
ties said. — AFP

SAN BERNARDINO: Exactly a year to the moment that a
pair of shooters unleashed a terrorist attack on San
Bernardino, a bell rang 14 times Friday at the city’s
Inland Regional Center in honor of the people who died
there. “We will never forget that day or the victims of
this senseless act of violence. We strive to move forward
and search for the good that is in us all,” said Lavinia
Johnson, the center’s executive director.

During the ceremony outside the center, employees
of nearby businesses who sheltered people during the
chaos were also thanked by Keith Nelson, the center’s
chairman. In all, 14 people were killed and 22 wounded.
Among those attending the ceremony was Zen
Martinsen, 56, a clerical supervisor for San Bernardino
County. While she didn’t know the victims who had
gathered at the center for a county event that day, she
said all county employees are like family. “This affects
everybody and I think it’s just really important that ter-
rorism doesn’t win,” she said. “We can’t let it win.”

The ceremony was just one of a series of events
scheduled in the hardscrabble city of 216,000 people
east of Los Angeles to mark the anniversary of the Dec
2, 2015, attack by husband-and-wife assailants on a holi-
day luncheon for county health employees.
Investigators say the attackers were inspired by the
Islamic State group. Earlier, cyclists conducted a 14-mile
bike ride - one mile for each person who was killed.

Choking up
Friday evening some 500 people gathered at California

State University, San Bernardino’s, Caussoulis Arena for a
somber memorial for the victims. Among the numerous
speakers, which included the city’s police chief and mayor,
was Julie Swann-Paez, who was gravely wounded by the
shooters. Swann-Paez, whose pelvis was shattered by a
bullet, spoke warmly, and sometimes humorously of each
of those killed. Still, she choked up from time to time,
while some in the audience wept. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Russia’s government denies that
it tampered in the US election or even took sides.
But now that the results are in, members of
President Vladimir Putin’s United Russia party
aren’t holding back. “It turns out that United
Russia won the elections in America,” Viktor
Nazarov, the governor of Omsk, Russia, declared
in a radio interview.

Long before Donald Trump was on the radar of
American voters, Russia had deep interests in the
outcome of elections around the world. But 2016
presented a unique window. Motivated by years
of crippling economic sanctions and decades of
post-Soviet setbacks, the Russians were keener
than ever to pounce; the race for the White
House, plagued by party infighting and scandal,
was easy bait.

For Putin, sanctions relief is a gateway to the
ultimate goal of establishing Russia as the politi-
cal and economic equivalent of the United States.
Trump, who has extolled Putin’s leadership and
called for a tempered approach to US-Russia rela-
tions, may be a conduit to achieving that. “It’s
much more about institutions, not about person-
alities,” said Robert Amsterdam, an international
attorney who has a number of high-profile
Russian clients. Putin “was seriously impacted by
the sanctions because it targeted his closest
friends and now they think Trump is going to
change that.”

US intelligence agencies said in October they
are confident that the Russian government
hacked the e-mails of US citizens and institutions,
including political organizations, and handed
them over to DCLeaks.com and WikiLeaks for dis-
tribution. Hacked Democratic National
Committee emails in July, indicating that DNC
leaders were favoring Hillary Clinton over Sen.
Bernie Sanders in the primaries, prompted the
resignation of chairwoman Debbie Wasserman
Schultz.

Breaking the shackles 
“Weaponizing information is really about who

gets to write the truth, who gets to write the nar-
rative and who benefits from that narrative - and
that is incredibly powerful,” said Laura Galante,
director of intelligence analysis at cybersecurity
firm FireEye, Inc. Russia has sought to put itself
on an equal footing with the US since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, extending its territory
where it can, countering US military action and
positioning itself as a rival to the world’s biggest
economy.

But its ambitions suffered a setback in 2014
when the Obama administration authorized
sanctions against sectors of the Russian econo-
my, including financial services, energy, mining
and defense. The administration also sanctioned
people in Putin’s inner circle accused of under-
mining peace in Ukraine. Add to that falling oil

prices and a weak ruble, and Russia’s economy
was shackled. The impact has been extensive.
Russia’s sovereign wealth fund had $87 billion in
assets in December 2013, according to the
Russian Finance Ministry. As of June 1, it was
down to $38 billion, following sell-offs by the
Russian government to make up for budget
deficits. US trade with Russia tumbled to $23 bil-
lion in 2015, from about $34 billion the previous
year. Sanctions that impede Russia’s ability to
acquire equipment for Arctic offshore drilling are
of particular concern because they hold the key
to Russia’s rapid expansion in that sector.

“Lifting restrictions on exports of technology,
software, things that really help their energy
industry extract oil and gas” would be the top
priority, said Boris Zilberman, a Russia expert at
the Center on Sanctions and Illicit Finance at the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies.
“Production is dwindling over time, so they’re
going into new, offshore, deep-water drilling in
the Arctic and so on, and to do that, they really
need Western technology,” he said.

Sanctions relief is important to Russia’s broad-
er objective of superpower status, shown by its
bullish Syria policy. Syria’s Russian-backed mili-
tary made major gains in rebel-held eastern
Aleppo in recent days and rebel resistance
appeared to be crumbling. While Moscow and
Washington are continuously at odds over Syria,
the Obama administration has not imposed any
Syria-related sanctions.

Closer cooperation 
Trump’s promise of closer cooperation with

Russia has created worries that the US will have
diminished leverage. He said during the cam-
paign that under his leadership the US might
not come to the defense of some NATO mem-
bers if Russia were to attack them, indicating he
would make that decision based on whether
those Baltic republics “have fulfilled their obliga-
tions to us.”

But Trump’s positions are hard to assess
because he’s often stepped away from his more
controversial proposals. Trump’s choice as
defense secretary, retired Gen James Mattis, has
called Russia’s aggression in Ukraine a problem
“much more severe, more serious” than
Washington and the European Union are treating
it. Putin and Trump spoke soon after his victory
and a statement from Trump’s transition team
said the president-elect told Putin he looked for-
ward to “a strong and enduring relationship.”
Observers caution that Putin’s interests are self-
motivated and Russia’s incentive to interfere in
US politics won’t go away with Trump’s victory.
“It’s not that Putin is against the Democratic
Party,” Zilberman said. 

“He’s more against the United States and (for)
whatever may push Russian interests.” He added:
“There’s nothing saying that next time they won’t
hack Republicans and expose Trump administra-
tion emails if it benefits them.” — AP 

Russia sees President Trump as 
‘a’ conduit for eased sanctions

‘It’s more about institutions, not personalities’

SANTIAGO DE CUBA: The convoy car-
rying the ashes of Cuba’s late commu-
nist leader Fidel Castro ends an island-
wide journey in the cradle of his revo-
lution for a big ceremony before his
burial. The flag-draped cedar urn left
Havana on Wednesday, passing roads
lined with people chanting “I am
Fidel!” and making daily stops on the
way to Santiago de Cuba in the east-
ern end of the country.

President Raul Castro, who took
over when his brother fell ill in 2006,
will deliver a much-awaited speech
during a massive tribute with foreign

dignitaries on Saturday evening.
Capping a nine-day mourning period,
the remains will be interred during a
private ceremony on Sunday at the
Santa Ifigenia cemetery, where 19th
century independence hero Jose
Marti is buried.

Fidel Castro’s death on November
25 at age 90 has fueled discussions
about his divisive legacy and the
direction that the country may take
without the omnipresent leader who
ruled for almost half a century. Tearful
supporters have cheered Fidel Castro
for the free education and health care

he spread in the island, while detrac-
tors call him a brutal dictator who
imprisoned dissidents and ran the
economy to the ground.

‘Farewell, comandante’ 
People put up posters of Castro

as Santiago prepared to greet the
convoy. “He has been the father of all
Cubans and all the people in need in
the world,” said Margarita Aguilera,
the 54-year-old director of a state
tobacco company who painted the
words “farewell,  comandante” on
stone.

Enediel Rodriguez, 50, was helping
to make preparations Friday in a pub-
lic hall where people will be able to
watch the arrival of the jeep with the
ashes before they go out on the
street. “He will rest in Santiago de
Cuba because Marti is our national
apostle and this was his idea, to rest
here next to him,” Rodriguez said. The
government had already led a huge
rally with two dozen foreign presi-
dents in Havana on Tuesday, but
Santiago holds a special place in
Castro’s life. 

On July 26, 1953, the Castro broth-
ers launched a failed attack on the
Moncada military barracks in the city,
some 900 kilometers east of Havana.
While the rebels were jailed, it put
Castro on the map and he would even-
tually go into exile in Mexico.
“Condemn me, it does not matter,” the
trained lawyer had famously said at his
trial. “History will absolve me.” — AFP

Castro’s ashes taken to 
cradle of revolution

CINCINNATI: In this Dec 1, 2016, photo, President-elect Donald Trump gestures as he speaks
during a “USA Thank You” tour event. — AP 

Campus attack could be latest 
terror case in heartland state

BAIRES: A woman holds a portrait of Fidel Castro after his ashes passed
through the eastern Cuba town. — AP

San Bernardino recalls terror 
attack with silence, speakers


