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I’m currently in the Dark Continent; in Benin covering
Kuwait’s humane charity projects there. The tour
might further go to Tanzania and Djibouti. It is

amazing to witness how people like us have managed
to reach the remotest, smallest and most inaccessible
villages on the continent, thanks to the donations they
make to the Direct Aid
Society. It gives me great joy
to emphasize that the Kuwaiti
people, who are known to
adore luxury, are at the same
time keen on donating and
volunteering to lend hands of
benevolence to the poor and
needy.  

I t  was great honor to
watch Kuwait’s flag being hoisted in the most remote
and underprivileged villages. The Kuwaiti donors
helped provide electricity and developmental projects
in these villages. This shows how well-off people, as we
are known worldwide, do understand and realize the

needs of the poor. In fact, I am experiencing a major
paradox here. While surfing on Instagram, one can find
different forms of excessive consumption and showing
off. This shows a major contradiction between charity
and luxury. I find myself perplexed whether life is black
or white. 

An underprivileged vil-
lage where inhabitants are
happy with small and simple
means of living, or a person
who shows off his expensive
possessions - who is happier
in real terms? It seems like
this is just another night full
of inquiries. On seeing the
Direct Aid projects in the

poorest African villages, I realized that our late Dr
Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait, an icon of humanitarian
work in Kuwait, was an unrivalled man equal to an
entire nation! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Is life black or white?

Al-Jarida

By Arwa Al-Waqian 

The structure of the National Assembly is just
the same, just like the nature and direction of
the voters who produced this assembly, as

these results are the selections of the Kuwaiti vot-
ers. There is no doubt that the new faces seem to be
promising, and that there are seasonal parliamen-
tary experts such as Abdullah Al-Roumi, Walid Al-
Tabatabaei and Jamaan Al-Harbash, despite the dis-
agreement between the views of the latter two and
the democratic system, but there still remains pop-
ulism, the dominant trait of the new assembly.

It is true, that we do not know anything about
the new MPs, and it is not our right to describe
them as populists, but this description is not an
imagination or a false accusation, rather it is a natu-
ral assumption that we can assume judging from
the circumstances surrounding the elections and

the reasons by ex-MPs were not reelected. The
Kuwaiti voters replaced members of the last assem-
bly and selected those who they think will preserve
their ‘welfare gains’, or those who promised to pre-
serve and not compromise them. This means the
current assembly is a populist one, which will defi-
nitely clash with the government, and will no doubt
end due to lack of cooperation. 

The expected lack of cooperation means dissolv-
ing of the National Assembly, and this matter has
been repeated in the past few years in a way that
makes it almost like a boring routine. So, dissolving
the National Assembly does not seem to be an easy
decision or an available option as it was in the past
years. This leads to two things: either the govern-
ment gives in to the populist demands and contin-
ues the current welfare prosperity system, which
means continued dependence on oil and squander-
ing of the national wealth, or having the nation’s
deputies feel the danger, and choose to bow to the
bitter reality instead of bowing to the wishes of
their voters. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Who will taste the

bitter drink of reality?

By Abdellatif Al-Duaij
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Scam
An elderly Syrian man reported that he had been swin-
dled by someone who spoke in an Egyptian dialect,
who charged him KD 150 for an alleged umrah trip by
plane, said security sources. The man explained that
after seeing an online ad about the trip, he called the
suspect, who came to his house, collected the money
and gave him a receipt and a flight ticket, which he lat-
er found was fake. 

Accidents
A citizen sustained various injuries after he drove his vehi-
cle through sand dunes along Salmi highway, lost control
and the vehicle turned over. Separately, a citizen in his
twenties was killed in a collision in Jahra. Meanwhile, an
Asian man sustained serious injuries and was rushed to
hospital in a critical condition after he was run over by a
speeding vehicle while crossing the road between Sabah
Al-Nasser and Ferdous. 

Reckless drivers
As usual during the rain, some reckless drivers gath-
ered in Oyoon in Jahra and started driving their vehi-
cles dangerously, endangering their own lives and
those of others. Security sources said policemen
rushed to the scene, and on spotting police patrols
approaching, both the drivers and the spectators dis-
persed and vanished. 

Contrabands
Three Asians were arrested with 80 homebrewed
liquor bottles ready for sale in Ahmadi. In the mean-
time, a citizen was arrested in Mubarak Al-Kabeer
with illicit pills. — Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Fugitives caught
Two citizens, a man and a woman, were arrested in
Farwaniya, said security sources, noting that on checking
on the suspects, the man was found wanted and had a
criminal record over drugs, while the woman was found
wanted for a KD 600 financial claim. Detectives also found
a bag of ice and hashish in the man’s vehicle. In another
case, a citizen who had been wanted for a KD 8,100 finan-
cial claim was arrested in Riggae. Separately, an Iranian
man who had been wanted for a KD 5,600 financial claim
was arrested in Farwaniya.
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Couple trade

assault charges

KUWAIT: A citizen and his Iraqi wife rushed to Hawally
police station with medical reports of injuries they sus-
tained while fighting at the family house over some dis-
putes. Initial investigations showed that the fight started
after the man caught his wife going through his mobile
phone. Two cases were filed.

KUWAIT: In l ine with the Bank ’s
efforts to promote female empower-
ment across al l  sectors,  Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) recently
sponsored Safira CSR Company’s
Conference entitled ‘Expand Your
Successes:  Common Factors of
Successful Women’. 

Focusing on female empower-
ment, the conference was designed
to provide a platform for industry-
leading successful women to share
their personal experiences, in an
effort to highlight how talented
women can grow and excel in their
fields of choice. I t  also aimed to
encourage talented young women to
pursue their professional goals and
ambitions across al l  sectors and
industries.

The conference featured the par-
ticipation of a number of high-pro-
file, influential female figures from
both Kuwait and the region. Keynote
speakers included Hind Al Sabeeh,
Minister of Planning and Social
Affairs,  and Sheikha Al-Zain Al-
Sabah, Undersecretar y of the
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs, in
addition to a number of notable
business leaders, entrepreneurs, and
activists. 

“KIB has always endeavored to
lend its support to local initiatives
and programs that aim to promote
female empowerment within our
community.  This stems from our

deep-rooted belief that women play
a vital role in promoting the eco-
nomic development and overall
advancement of the country, and it is
crucial that we as a society offer
them all the support and encourage-
ment they need in order to best carry
out this role,” said Nawaf Najia,
Manager of the Corporate
Communications Unit at KIB.

He further added: “As a national
institution, we are extremely proud
to have witnessed the great accom-
plishments Kuwaiti  women have
achieved over the past few years. We
are also supremely confident that
young female talents in this country
are poised to realize even greater
levels of success and excellence in
the business world, and in any field
or industry they choose to enter.”

KIB’s sponsorship of the ‘Expand
Your Successes’ Conference comes
under the umbrella of the Bank’s
extensive and inclusive social
responsibility program. The industry-
leading program aims to support
and sponsor activities and initiatives
which aim to promote development
across all areas in Kuwait. The bank is
especially focused on encouraging
and fostering young local talents,
providing them with the support
they need to achieve their ambitions
and goals, and enabling them to play
an active and positive role in nation-
al development.  

KIB sponsors ‘Expand
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KUWAIT: EQUATE Petrochemical Company, a
global producer of petrochemicals, discussed
energy conservation strategies with the Ministry
of Electricity and Water (MEW). During a visit to
EQUATE’s industrial complex, head of MEW’s pub-
lic and private conservation team Iqbal Al-Tayyar
highlighted Kuwait’s strategy and plans for con-

serving and properly utilizing energy sources,
such as electricity and water.

Later on, EQUATE Utilities Operations Leader
Mohammad Al-Ali presented the company’s over-
all approach towards energy conservation
through a number of initiatives and campaigns as
part of EQUATE’s Sustainability Program.

EQUATE Engineering and Construction Leader
Sulaiman Albader explained the added-values of
the company’s plant water recycle project, which
is considered the first of its kind in the Middle
East. By recycling and re-using water utilized in
industrial operations for the first time in the
region, the project enables EQUATE to consider-
ably reduce water consumption, save natural
resources and protect the environment.
Furthermore, in line with our focus on sustainable
energy, EQUATE’s new headquarters, to be com-
pleted during 2017, is compliant with Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) in a
number of areas. Such an achievement is truly a
source of pride for all of us, noted Albader.

In addition, EQUATE’s sustainable energy proj-
ects have included KuwaitÅfs first seawater cool-
ing towers aimed at water conservation and pro-
tecting the marine life. As part of the visit, atten-
dees toured EQUATE’s industrial complex to view
the different facilities, such as production and the
two sustainable energy projects.

In recognition of their efforts, MEW and
EQUATE exchanged tokens of appreciation. Both
sides have agreed to share their experience and
achievements during the next meeting of
MEWÅfs conservation team. EQUATE has been
an active member of MEW’s various committees,
teams and initiatives throughout a number of
years.

In addition to Al-Tayyar, Al-Ali and Albader, the
meeting was attended by electrical engineers Ali
Al-Ruai and Husain Bu Hamad from MEW. Other
attendees included EQUATE Utilities Leader
Mohammad Al-Mutairi, as well as members of
EQUATE Sustainability Committee members
Shirin Kamshad and Zaid Al-Saad.

EQUATE discusses energy conservation

with Electricity and Water Ministry


