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Abuse for fun

Two shameful incidents involving animal abuse and
violence against people occurred in Kuwait last
week. Both crimes reflect ugliness and cruelty that

should not be taken leniently. The first incident occurred
when a former MP wanted to express happiness over the
results of the elections in Kuwait. He slaughtered camels
and sheep and broadcasted it on social media, claiming
that the creepy videos were dedicated to the Kuwaiti
people. 

I don’t understand the connection between this purely
insane act and the Kuwaiti people. The views indicate that
everyone including children and teenagers watched this
video, and probably think that it is OK to abuse animals for
fun. To me this is murder and not entertainment.

Another incident occurred when a Kuwaiti justified his
actions as fun after he ran his car over a Bangladeshi man
to entertain his friend riding with him. The victim was
waiting for a bus when he was hit. He was injured with
fractures in his pelvis and right leg. The accused said he
only wanted to intimidate the man for fun and not kill
him. 

The victim saw the car coming out of nowhere and
froze. So basically, the accused wanted to have fun at the
cost of someone’s life, as he had nothing better to do with
his own. He found pleasure in scaring the victim, whose
misfortune led him in the path of this abuser. The criminal
is in police custody, and hopefully no wasta will set him
free.

The report did not mention details about the offend-
er’s age. I hope to see his picture published, because his
hobby of targeting expats for fun can cost them their lives.
These expats have come to Kuwait to work and are
already living under poor conditions. Regrettably, the
offender showed no guilt and claimed that his greatest
desire was to have fun. Fun cannot be achieved by hurting
innocent people.

In the West, violence is often associated with alcohol
and drugs, but these incidents that occur in broad day-
light in Kuwait show no signs of being influenced by
drugs or alcohol. Both the suspects were conscious of
their crimes, and happy and proud of what they did. The
animal abuser even documented his terrible crime, in
which he was covered with the animals’ blood.

Both cruelty towards animals and humans have com-
mon characteristics. Their main aim is to hurt the living, or
worse kill them. Several studies on violence confirm that
such crimes are perpetuated by people who were subject-
ed to violence at a young age, but this is no justification
for their crimes. I believe the society bears great responsi-
bility in opposing violence against women, children and
animals, and should not try to validate it for any reason.

Local spotlight

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei has urged leaders of
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries to turn the coun-
cil into a confederation. In a tweet, Tabtabaei said that in
view of threats and major challenges, GCC leaders have to
turn it into a confederation in which each state has its own
domestic political system, with joint foreign affairs and
defense policies. Tabtabaei also said he would support any

consensus candidate for the speakership, be it Shuaib Al-
Mowaizri or Abdullah Al-Roumi. He also noted that he
would support any decision taken by the committee
formed during the MP Mohammad Al-Mutair’s Diwan
meeting. 

In addition, Tabtabaei urged the government to imme-
diately issue a general amnesty for all political opinion
prisoners, especially “the freedom fighter Musallam Al-
Barrak”, as he described him, because “he and honest peo-
ple like him should not be in jail”. Moreover, Tabtabaei
stressed that the reappointment of ministers accused of
financial or administrative violations will not be accepted
and that the parliament would hold some officials at the
investment authority accountable for favoring some
employees and paying them four times as much as others. 

North Zour
The Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP) is

expected to announce the date of bidding for the first
phase of the North Al-Zour power plant project. The
authority will also appoint an advisor within the next few
days to handle distributing shares between investors, the
government and citizens. Notably,  the Ministry of
Electricity and Water announced that the investor had

completed the experimental phase of the plant, adding
1,539 megawatts of electricity and 107 million imperial
gallons of water.   

Work transfer
Acting Director of the Public Authority for Manpower

Abdullah Al-Motoutah said the supreme committee for
individual disputes had approved 48,408 transfers to work
for the private sector since its establishment in Nov 2015
and rejected only 208. Motoutah added that the commit-
tee also held 65 meetings during the same period to dis-
cuss transfer applications filed at least six months after the
issuance of a work permit. 

Ambulance bikes
The Ministry of Health’s assistant undersecretary for

medical support services Dr Jamal Al-Harbi announced
that medical emergency services would soon start using
motorbikes as ambulances. Harbi added that such type of
ambulance services would be very handy in congested
places and that the bikes would be fully equipped with
the latest first aid equipment to help paramedics tend to
cases much faster, before a vehicular ambulance arrives at
the scene. 

Lawmaker reiterates call
for GCC confederation

MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s relations
and security  media depar tment and
Kuwait Fire Service Department (KFSD)
urged all citizens and expats to be very
careful during heavy rain and thunder-
storms, during which the following safe-
ty measures should be fully observed: 

l Keep updated about weather fore-
casts issued by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation by following various
media or through smartphone applica-
tions. 

l In case of heavy rain while driving,
drive away from low-lying and flooded
areas to avoid breakdowns and drown-
ing. 

l In case a vehicle breaks down dur-
ing a flood, abandon it and take shelter
in a safe spot. 

l In case of  l ightning,  avoid open

areas and stop using mobile phones or
the vehicle’s radio while driving. 

l I f  you have a  basement  in  your
house, make sure you have a functioning
drainage pump. 

l I n  case the basement  drainage
pumps breaks down and water level ris-
es, immediately disconnect power sup-
plies and climb to higher floors from
where you can call 112. 

l It is advisable not to use elevators
dur ing heav y ra in  unless  they are
equipped with automatically opening
doors when power is disconnected. 

l Avoid dr iv ing vehic les  in  water
ponds formed in desert areas.

Fire
A f i re  broke out  in  a  four th-f loor

apartment in a Salmiya building, said
security sources, noting that firemen
rushed to the scene and managed to res-

cue t wo people  who were t rapped
behind flames. The entire building had to
be evacuated during the process. 

Waste management
Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmed

Al-Manfouhi stressed the significance of
utilizing scientific waste management
methods and fol lowing the steps of
advanced countries on recycling and
protecting natural resources. Speaking
on the occasion of taking part in a train-
ing program of waste management in
Spain, Manfouhi added that recycling
waste can turn it from a burden into an
economic resource. He also noted that
the municipality intends to build the
first-of-its-kind factory in the Middle
East to annually process about one mil-
lion tons of solid waste safely and use it
in generating electricity.  Meanwhile,
deputy director for projects Nadia Al-
Shereeda said that the municipality del-
egation visited a number of recycling
factories in Spain to witness Spanish
effor ts  in  the f ie ld  and make use of
t h e m  i n  b u i l d i n g  s i m i l a r  p l a n t s  i n
Kuwait. 

Authorities lay out safety
measures during heavy rain

‘Don’t use phone during thunderstorms’

A fireman is seen after tackling a blaze
in a Salmiya apartment yesterday


