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ABU DHABI: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, head-
ing an official Kuwaiti delegation attended yesterday the ‘Safeguarding Endangered
Cultural Heritage’ conference in the Emirates’ capital Abu Dhabi. Participants in the
conference reaffirmed their common determination to create an international fund
to safeguard the endangered cultural heritage of all peoples. His Highness the Amir
returned to Kuwait after attending the conference, and was received at the airport
by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
other senior state officials. — KUNA

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Projects Company (KIPCO)
held a press conference yesterday at KIPCO
Tower to discuss the sixth edition of The
Proteges program and its Waseelah project.
“The Proteges has proved its success through
its great projects, and I am impressed by its
qual i ty  and work ,” said Abeer  Al- Omar,
Corporate Communications Manager at KIPCO,
the main sponsor of Generation 6. Omar noted
that KIPCO is keen to invest in Kuwaiti youth
and the development of their skills. 

Omar announced the renewal of its part-
nership with The Proteges, a youth mentor-
ship program, for the next seven years. She
added KIPCO will host a ‘Job Shop’ workshop
at KIPCO Tower where Kuwaitis will have the
chance to learn more about KIPCO and its sub-
sidiaries and get exclusive one-on-one time
with representatives of each company for job
opportunities. Job Shop, which opened later
yesterday, was established by Sheikha Al-Zain
Al-Sabah, Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Youth Affairs.

Passionate and motivated
Rana Al-Khaled, Proteges’ Mentor, said she

is proud of the abilities of young Kuwaitis. “It
has been a pleasure to know these passionate
and motivated young people, and I am eager
to see what they will achieve in the future. We
are continuing with the Proteges project
because we see hope in them every year. They
are changing for the better and so are we, and
this is why we make sure to develop our ideas
as well as our workshop,” she said.

She affirmed that The Proteges program
will continue because of KIPCO’s commitment
and its group companies that are supporting
young Kuwaitis as contributors to the society
and as the country’s future leaders. “Waseelah
is a platform that strives to raise awareness
that all talents are influential, and motivate
the general public to express themselves
through various forms of  ar t ,” said Maha
Shehab, Waseelah Coordinator.

Shehab noted that her generation decided
to set up this project to develop the youth’s
talents. “Everyone has fears and inner doubts
about themselves.  This  suppresses their
potentials and abilities to flourish in the out-
side world and make a positive impact in the
society in their own way. “Waseelah” will help
them prosper,” she said. “Waseelah held a play
at Shamiya Theater that was a mix of all art
forms, which satisfied the goal of Waseelah.”
The play, titled “The Key of Life”, is considered
a first-of-its-kind in the Arab region to revolve
around the main maqamat (keys) in Arabic
music that was portrayed in a way that deliv-

ered a self-expressive message. 

Mentorship program
The Proteges is  a mentorship program

designed to positively influence the youth and
push them towards realizing their own poten-
tial. It is an all-inclusive program that com-
bines workshops, lectures and games; all guid-
ed by a group of the most talented experts
and influential figures across multiple fields in
Kuwait.

It is a program designed to influence the
youth of Kuwait to discover their passions. It
includes a wide range of engaging activities

such as travel, lectures, collective teamwork
and challenges. The Proteges aims to discover
extraordinary potential in the youth and devel-
op it through this once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence. They offer these bright young minds the
chance to master their skills and techniques
that are necessary to meet their goals.  The
Proteges selection is based on a thorough
screening process ensuring that they meet high
standards of excellence. Applicants must meet
the following criteria: Age 16 to 24; charismatic,
social, disciplined, tolerant, moral, eager to
learn, hardworking and demonstrate superiori-
ty to peers by successful achievements.

The Proteges’ 6th Edition

discussed at KIPCO Tower

‘Job Shop’ workshop opened

KUWAIT: (From left) Maha Shehab, Waseelah Coordinator, Abeer Al-Omar, Corporate
Communications Manager at KIPCO and Rana Al-Khaled, Proteges’ Mentor attend a press con-
ference at KIPCO Tower yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Youth Affairs (second from left)
joins in cutting a cake dedicated to the ‘Job Shop’ workshop.

Kuwait first in attracting banks

RIYADH: Kuwait has ranked first among the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
attracting commercial banks from fellow mem-
ber states to open branches in the country, a
statistical report revealed yesterday. Kuwait is
hosting eight branches of GCC commercial
banks, followed by the UAE and Saudi Arabia,
with six branches each, three in Bahrain and
two in each of Oman and Qatar, the report, pre-
pared by the information sector at the GCC
Secretariat and announced Saturday, stated.

It pointed to a rise in capitalizing on GCC’s
resolution allowing commercial banks to open
branches in other member states over the past
ten years, as they increased from 14 in 2005 to
27 branches in 2015. According to the report,
the UAE’s commercial banks are the most preva-
lent in the GCC states compared with eight
branches, followed by Bahrain with six, as Qatar

and Kuwait each has four.
Over the past ten years, there has been an

increase in taking advantage of GCC Economic
Nationality and Common Market resolutions,
that allowed GCC citizens free practice of eco-
nomic activities in any of the member countries,
the report said. Accumulated licenses offered till
the end of 2015 hit 76,991, compared with
16,215 at the end of 2006, marking a rise of 375
percent.

Until the end of last year, the UAE has
offered accumulated 67,564 licenses, about 88
percent of the total figure, followed by Oman
with 3,538 (4.6 percent), then Kuwait with 3,453
licenses (4.5 percent, Saudi Arabia with 1,900,
Bahrain 280 and finally Qatar with 256. In 1982,
the GCC took a resolution that opened the door
for citizens from the bloc’s countries to launch
businesses in other members. — KUNA


