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LONDON: Around 350 people have come for-
ward to tell British police they were victims of
child sexual abuse by football coaches, deep-
ening a scandal that has rocked the sport.

The scale of the abuse began to emerge
last week after a string of ex-footballers,
including England internationals, told of the
crimes inflicted upon them, including years of
being repeatedly raped.

The National Police Chiefs’ Council said a
“significant” number of calls had been made
to them after the players spoke out about
what they suffered as children.

Announcing the figures, the NPCC said
they were based on existing investigations
dating back to 2014 as well as a new helpline
set up by British charity the National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
(NSPCC). The NSPCC said the helpline
received 860 calls in its first week, enabling it

to refer 60 cases to police or social services
within three days of the hotline launching.

That was more than triple the number of
referrals made in the first three days of the
helpline set up for victims of Jimmy Savile, a
serial paedophile and late BBC television pre-
senter. “We are working closely with the
Football  Association to ensure that the
response to this significant and growing num-
ber of victims, at all levels of football, is co-
ordinated effectively,” said Chief Constable
Simon Bailey, the NPCC’s lead officer for child
protection. He encouraged anyone with infor-
mation about child abuse in football to come
forward, “regardless of how long ago the
abuse may have taken place”.

A quarter of the police forces across Britain
are investigating cases that have made daily
headlines over the past two weeks.

Greater Manchester Police said they had

identified 10 suspects and its inquiry was
widening on a daily basis. “We are investigat-
ing reports from 35 victims and we have iden-
tified 10 suspects,” said GMP Assistant Chief
Constable Debbie Ford.

FA chief executive Martin Glenn said on
Thursday he does not believe child abuse
within British football has been covered up.

“It will help uncover some issues that can’t
happen again, but do I think there has been a
cover-up? I doubt it,” said Glenn, whose
organisation has established an internal
review of the allegations.

The scale of the abuse began to emerge
after ex-footballers Andy Woodward, Steve
Walters and Paul Stewart revealed last week
the abuse they suffered at the hands of youth
coaches. Convicted child molester Barry
Bennell has been accused by several foot-
ballers of abusing them when he worked for

Crewe Alexandra, Manchester City and Stoke
City across three decades beginning in the
1970s. He is the target of five separate police
investigations and on Tuesday was charged
with eight counts of child abuse, prosecutors
said. Former Newcastle United player David
Eatock is the latest player to speak out about
his suffering. Now 40, he said he had been a
victim of former youth coach George
Ormond, who was sentenced to six years in
jail in 2002 for offences committed over
almost 25 years. “One of the more difficult
parts for me is that I wasn’t as young as some
of the others,” Eatock told The Guardian
newspaper. “I was 18 when I got to know
George Ormond. I can still remember the look
on his face, how terrifying it was.”

He added: “It has been like a knot in my
brain and I’m now trying to pick apart that
knot.”— AFP

Around 350 victims report UK child sex abuse

MANCHESTER: Bastian Schweinsteiger might still have a
future at Manchester United. It seemed the former Germany
captain would be on his way out of Old Trafford in January
when he was told to train away from the first-team squad for
the first few months of the season, and even written off as an
asset in United’s published accounts in September.

But the 32-year-old Schweinsteiger has impressed United
manager Jose Mourinho with his attitude and determination.
Having been asked to rejoin training with the senior team last
month, the midfielder made his first appearance of the season
as a substitute in United’s 4-1 win over West Ham in the
English League Cup quarterfinals on Wednesday.

Suddenly, Schweinsteiger is on Mourinho’s radar.
Mourinho, famously dubbed the “Special One” during his time
at Chelsea, is calling Schweinsteiger the “Powerful One.”

“In the summer, we try to make something happen for
Bastian to have a different future,” Mourinho said Friday. “He
decided to stay, even in difficult circumstances. He worked for
that, he deserved that little happiness of the last match.

“In January, he will be the powerful one, probably with bet-
ter feelings than before now he is working with the team. I
think he understands our dynamic, our philosophy.”

Schweinsteiger, who joined United in July 2015 and still
has 11/2 years left on his contract, has a fight on his hands to
regain a regular first-team place with Paul Pogba, Ander
Herrera, Michael Carrick and Marouane Fellaini seemingly
ahead of him in the midfield pecking order.

Given the strides he has made to earn Mourinho’s confi-
dence in the past two months, Schweinsteiger can still hope.
And the reaction he got at Old Trafford when he came on
against West Ham suggested United fans would be happy to
see more of the 2014 World Cup winner.

“He is another one who can help us,” Mourinho said.
“During the season, you have injuries, suspensions ... Of
course, it was 3-1 and he played for 10 minutes (against West
Ham), but he was ready. He is another one in the squad work-
ing to have more chances.” There are a few more in that situa-
tion. Attacking midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan has made two
starts in the past week after being 

mostly overlooked by Mourinho since joining from
Borussia Dortmund in the offseason. He also impressed
against West Ham, setting up two goals and potentially doing
enough to keep his place for Sunday’s match at Everton in the
Premier League.

Then there’s Anthony Martial, the 20-year-old France for-
ward who was United’s top scorer in  his debut year last sea-
son. He has been in and out of the team under Mourinho, who
has sometimes preferred Juan Mata, Jesse Lingard and Marcus
Rashford in the wide positions.

Martial doubled his tally for this season with two goals
against West Ham and looks to be responding to some point-
ed comments by Mourinho in the British media.

“He is working. Working harder than before, to be honest,”
Mourinho said. “When you score two goals, maybe it helps
your happiness to be back, your confidence levels to be back.”

Mourinho will be back in the dugout at Goodison Park after
serving his second touchline ban of the season in the West
Ham match. —AP

Mourinho offers
Schweinsteiger  ray of

light at Man United

SANT JOAN DESPI: FC Barcelona’s Luis Suarez, left, controls the ball during a training session at the Sports Center FC
Barcelona Joan Gamper in Sant Joan Despi, Spain, yesterday. FC Barcelona will play against Real Madrid today in a
Spanish La Liga soccer match, dubbed ‘el clasico’. — AP

Barca desperate to break 
Madrid’s unbeaten streak

MADRID: Barcelona are the more desper-
ate side as Real Madrid visit Catalonia
today for the first El Clasico of the season
boasting a six-point lead at the top of La
Liga. Madrid have won 15 more points in
all  in La Liga under the guidance of
Zinedine Zidane since the sides last met
in April and are riding a 31-game unbeat-
en run in all competitions.

“On Saturday we have more to play for
than Madrid, they can lose, we can’t,” said
Barcelona defender Gerard Pique. Barca
are off to their worst league start in nine
seasons. However, coach Luis Enrique
believes much of the media criticism of
his side has been overblown, citing the
institutional crisis that Barca overcame in
the January his debut season in 2015 to
win the treble.  “We remain favourites for

all the titles, but it is evident we have to
improve,” said Enrique. “We lack consis-
tency, but don’t exaggerate. In my first
season you (the media) exaggerated and
we ended up winning the treble.”

The biggest match in club football is
expected to capture an audience of 650
million people worldwide, according to
figures released by La Liga.

“I am not going to say it is just another
game, it is a very important match, it has a
special meaning....a special taste,” Real
president Florentino Perez told AFP. “No
one hides that is has a worldwide impact,
it is seen by millions of people across the
world, like the World cup final.”

Yet, the composed Zidane refused to
accept that a first Liga title in five years
would be Madrid’s to lose should they

bag victory at the Camp Nou.
“I am not thinking about the conse-

quences,” he said after giving a goalscor-
ing debut to his son Enzo in Madrid’s 6-1
Copa del Rey thrashing of Cultural
Leonesa on Wednesday. “We are thinking
about preparing well for the game, and,
whatever happens, it will not be decisive.”

Both sides are blighted by injury con-
cerns. Madrid will be without Gareth
Bale with the Welshman now set to miss
up to four months after an ankle opera-
tion, whilst Toni Kroos is also sidelined
by a broken foot. Tough tackling mid-
fielder Casemiro made his first appear-
ance in two months in midweek and
could come into contention to partner
the Croatian duo of Luka Modric and
Mateo Kovacic.—Reuters


