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Dallas 17, Minnesota 15.

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 9 2 0 0 293 197 .818
Miami 7 4 0 0 249 240 .636
Buffalo 6 5 0 0 281 236 .545
NY Jets 3 8 0 0 196 266 .273

AFC North
Baltimore 6 5 0 0 218 201 .545
Pittsburgh 6 5 0 0 266 222 .545
Cincinnati 3 7 1 0 213 245 .318
Cleveland 0 12 0 1 197 352 0

AFC South
Houston 6 5 0 0 194 236 .545
Tennessee 6 6 0 0 308 296 .500
Indianapolis 5 6 0 1 270 301 .455
Jacksonville 2 9 0 0 214 293 .182

AFC West
Oakland 9 2 0 0 307 275 .818
Kansas City 8 3 0 0 252 214 .727
Denver 7 4 0 1 266 219 .636
San Diego 5 6 0 1 313 291 .455

National Football Conference
NFC East

Dallas 11 1 0 0 333 228 .917
NY Giants 8 3 0 0 231 213 .727
Washington 6 4 1 0 280 264 .591
Philadelphia 5 6 0 1 254 213 .455

NFC North
Detroit 7 4 0 0 247 238 .636
Minnesota 6 6 0 1 233 209 .500
Green Bay 5 6 0 0 274 289 .455
Chicago 2 9 0 0 178 264 .182

NFC South
Atlanta 7 4 0 1 358 302 .636
Tampa Bay 6 5 0 1 249 264 .545
New Orleans 5 6 0 0 334 307 .455
Carolina 4 7 0 0 276 281 .364

NFC West
Seattle 7 3 1 0 224 187 .682
Arizona 4 6 1 0 245 228 .409
Los Angeles 4 7 0 0 170 236 .364
San Francisco 1 10 0 0 228 344 .091

NFL results/standings

MINNEAPOLIS: Dallas Cowboys free safety Byron Jones (31) celebrates in front of Minnesota Vikings tight end Kyle
Rudolph, right, after breaking up a pass in the end zone during the second half of an NFL football game Thursday, in
Minneapolis. The Cowboys won 17-15. — AP

MINNEAPOLIS: Dez Bryant sashayed
through the Dallas locker room with an
unmistakable swagger and had nothing
but good things to say about his adver-
sary this time around.

It was a stark change from a week
ago, when he sparred with Washington
cornerback Josh Norman on
Thanksgiving. The trash talking Dez and
the polite Dez share one thing in com-
mon: they both win. Bryant caught four
passes for 84 yards and the go-ahead
touchdown in the fourth quarter, help-
ing the Cowboys win their 11th straight
game with a 17-15 victory over the
Minnesota Vikings on Thursday night.

In a hard-fought battle with corner-
back Xavier Rhodes, Bryant’s 56-yard
catch set up Ezekiel Elliott’s 1-yard TD in
the first half. Bryant caught an 8-yard
scoring pass in the fourth quarter after a
fumbled punt by Minnesota’s Adam
Thielen. “I knew coming into this game
it was going to be a tough match and I
had to be on my ‘A’ game,” Bryant said.
“Because if I wasn’t, he can get the best
of you. We had a good battle. We shared
our thoughts throughout the game. It
was good thoughts. It’s nice playing
games like that.”

Elliott rushed for 86 yards on 20 car-
ries for the Cowboys (11-1). They have
the longest single season winning streak
in franchise history. Sam Bradford threw
a 3-yard touchdown pass to Jerick
McKinnon with 25 seconds to play, but
the 2-point conversion pass failed.
Bradford argued for a penalty after he
was hit in the face by a defender, but
there was no call for the Vikings (6-6).
Minnesota played without coach Mike
Zimmer after he had emergency eye sur-
gery Wednesday night.

“I’m sick and tired of the reffing in
this league right now,” Vikings defensive
end Brian Robison said. “I’m sick and
tired of it. You’ve got holding calls all
over the place that people don’t want to

call. Bradford gets hit in the face at the
end of the game and you don’t call it.
I’m not laying this loss on reffing, but at
some point it’s got to get better.”

Bradford completed 32 of 45 passes
for 247 yards, Danielle Hunter had two
sacks and Kai Forbath kicked three field
goals for Minnesota, which has last six of
the last seven games after a 5-0 start.

Vikings special teams coordinator
Mike Priefer was elevated to head coach
for the game and it remains unclear how
long Zimmer will be out. Minnesota’s
third-ranked defense did their fiery
leader proud, holding the explosive
Cowboys offense to season lows in
points, yards (264) and first downs (13).

“It’s not the best game we played,
but we showed up when we needed
to and made the plays at the end,”
Elliott said.

KEY PLAY
With Dallas’ offense doing nothing,

Kyle Wilber made the play of the game
when he punched the ball  out of
Thielen’s hand, then pulled the ball
away as the two rolled to the turf.
Officials initially did not catch the fum-
ble, but a heads-up challenge by Jason
Garrett got the call overturned and
Prescott found Bryant on the next play.

CATCHLESS IN MINNEAPOLIS
Cowboys tight end Jason Witten did

not catch a pass, snapping a team-
record streak of 130 straight games with
a reception dating to 2008.

A TD TO TIE TD
Elliott’s 1-yard plunge in the second

quarter gave Dallas a 7-3 lead. It was his
12th touchdown rushing this season,
tying him with Tony Dorsett for most by
a rookie in Cowboys history. 

BRADFORD UNDER SEIGE
Playing behind a patchwork offen-

sive line that included center Nick
Easton making his first career start in
place of the injured Joe Berger (concus-
sion), Bradford was under pressure all
night long from a Cowboys defense that
has often struggled in that area this sea-
son. Bradford was sacked three times
and had to leave the game on the final
drive of the second quarter after taking
a helmet from Maliek Collins to his rib
cage. After getting some medical atten-
tion during halftime, Bradford was able
to remain in the game.

“I had to take a deep breath,” he said.
“After that they were fine.” The bad
news on the injury front for the Vikings
came for safety Harrison Smith, who left
the locker room on crutches with a walk-
ing boot on his left foot. He has been
fighting through an ankle injury over
the last several weeks.

ZIMMER TRIBUTE
Before the game, the Vikings played

a short video of Zimmer addressing the
team during a practice. Zimmer’s pri-
mary message: “Do your job.”

That has been a common theme dur-
ing his three seasons in Minnesota, and
the organization likely wanted the play-
ers to hear it one more time before tak-
ing the field. After the video, a picture of
Zimmer was put on the big screen with
a “Get Well Soon” message attached.

“They fought to the bitter end, and I
know coach Zimmer would’ve been
very, very proud of them,” Priefer said.

Cowboys: Dallas heads to New York
on Dec. 11 to face the Giants, the only
team to have beaten the Cowboys this
season.

Vikings: Minnesota will  travel to
Jacksonville on Dec. 11 to face the
Jaguars, hoping the extra time off will
be enough for Zimmer to recover and
return to the sideline. — AP

Cowboys hold on against Vikings for 11th win

LONDON: Tottenham host Swansea on Saturday hoping
Harry Kane can celebrate signing a new contract by continu-
ing his hot scoring streak and helping them get their season
firing again.  The England forward sealed an improved deal
that ties him to the Londoners until 2022 — a timely boost for
a club in a bad patch on the pitch.  They go into the Swansea
game having lost their last two matches, firstly at Monaco in
the Champions League, a result that meant they cannot quali-
fy for the next stage, and then at London rivals Chelsea in the
Premier League.  That ended Tottenham’s unbeaten start to
the league campaign, an achievement which had been all the
more impressive since Kane was sidelined by an ankle injury
in September.

But with four goals in the four games since he returned to
fitness, there is no doubting that Kane will be the man to
watch at White Hart Lane once again.  Tottenham will kick off
in fifth, seven points adrift of leaders Chelsea, but Kane is con-
fident of making up that ground.

“The form of the last couple of months hasn’t been where
we want it to be because we’ve set such high standards,” the
23-year-old said.  “But it isn’t the time to panic or be worried.
The performance against Chelsea was very good, even though
we didn’t win, which was disappointing.  “We’re in a good
place. We’re not far off the top and we’ve a very long way to
go this season.”

Tottenham manager Mauricio Pochettino is understand-
ably delighted to see Kane make a long-term commitment to
the club.  And the Argentine is confident Spurs can get back
to the form that saw them defeat then-leaders Manchester
City in early October.  “Against Chelsea we lost but we recov-
ered the feeling that we can play well,” Pochettino said.  “This
week has been perfect because we could spend time together
and train hard. We held a lot of meetings and the answer from
the players was fantastic.  “We need to deliver Saturday and
do a great job to try and get the three points.”—AFP

Stuttering Spurs look 
for Kane inspiration


